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H'WOOD RECLAIMS ITS VETS 





. a 


War Charity Chiselers Again Point 
Up Need for Unification of Drives 








Detroit, May 19. 
Mounting beefs here against flim- 
flam artists chiseling in en worth- 


while charities and also with a por- 
tion of the public clamoring for a 
unification of the diverse ‘drives’ un- 
der way are resulting in Prosecutor 
William E. Dowling drafting a pro- 
posed city ordinance here aimed at 
controlling charity organizations. 


Dowling declared that his office 
and the police, under the kind of 
laws extant today, are unable to con- 
trol unscrupulous organizations from 
obtaining a large boodle from a pa- 
triotic public. One case was found 
here in which an ‘organization’ was 
set up which collected heavily from 
the citizenry and then turned over a 
faint ‘10%’ to the Navy Fund. Le- 
gally there was no way to proceed 
against the chiselers since there is 
no law to say how much they must 
turn over to the charity for which 
they are ‘allegedly’ collecting. 

The grab-and-run boys have be- 
come so bold that they set up of- 
fices and take fancy names, cut out 
a big piece for ‘administration ex- 
penses’ and then turn over a paltry 
cut to the cause for which they col- 
lected. In this way they figure they 
can’t be touched. 


‘In another case,” Dowling said, 
‘my investigators found one of these 
organizations which gave away buns 
and coffee to precisely five men. We 
haven't even the power under the 
present laws to inspect the books of 
the organizations we suspect. We’ve 

(Continued on page 55) 


Uncle Sam Combs Army 
For Songpluggers, Assigns 
Them to Military Tunes 








U.S. Government is going into the 
music publishing business. Company 
titled U.S. Army Relief Publishing 
Co. is in the throes of being set up 


to publish and plug the tunes from | 


'9 Picture Houses on One 


Irving Berlin’s ‘This Is The Army,’ 
1942 version of Berlin’s World War 
I hit ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank.’ Show is 
currently being readied for Broad- 
way presentation July 4 at the 
Broadway theatre. 


Not only will the Army publish 
the tunes, it will also put ex-contact 
men now in the ranks, but known 
to the trade because of pre-service 
publisher affiliations, to work plug- 
Bing the melodies. Music Dealers 
Service will distribute copies. There 
were certain details of the venture 
which had not been ironed out up 
to press time yesterday (Tuesday), 
but a meeting last night was sched- 
uled to take care of them. 


Berlin put ‘This Is the Army, 
the 1942 ‘Yip Yip Yaphank,’ into 
its first rehearsal Monday (18) 
with a cast of 150 soldier players, of 
which but a handful have any pro- 
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More Comedy, Less Drama 


Hollywood, May 19. 


More comedy, less serious drama 
and not so many war pictures is the 
consensus of a straw vote taken by 
Warners among the film editors in 
40 key cities, with the idea of laying 
out a production program for.the 
coming year. 

Another fact disclosed by the poll 
is that there is still room for 
glamour art in the daily and Sunday 
papers, in spite of the shortage of 
newsprint. 


Divvy of Caravan 


Gross Subject Of 
Army-Navy Tiff 


There’s considerable burning up 
being done by high Army and Navy 
officials, and civilians working on 
Army and Navy Relie: Fund cam- 
paigns over divvy of the take of the 
Hollywood Victory Caravan and of 
the collections being taken this week 
in theatres throughout the country. 
Plan is to divide the coin e ually 
between the two funds, 

Army toppers point out that they 
now have more than 3,000,000 men 
in service and many additional pil- 
ing in every day, while the Navy 
enrollment is only around 100,000. 
Army casualities, too, are tradition- 
ally much greater than those of the 
Navy. It appears obvious, therefore, 
to Army officials, that their divvy 
of the ttake should be proportion- 
ately greater than the Navy’s. 

On the other hand, pro-Navy men 

(Continued on page 54) 











Block, 42d St.’s Record 


Reopening of the Republic on 
West 42d street, N. Y., this month as 
a newsreel-shorts grind house gives 
the single block on 42d between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues nine 
picture houses, largest number of 
cinemas in one block in world. If 
the Eltinge, still closed and like the 
Republic a burley theatre until City 
officials refused it a license, reopens 
as a film house it will make 10. 

The record array on West 42d’s 
one block now operating are the 
Selwyn, Apollo, Anco (formerly 
Wallack legit theatre), Liberty, Har- 
ris, New Amsterdam, Repubiic, 
Times Square and Lyric. All are 
dualers, subsequent-run and oper- 








(Continued on page 25) 


ate grind excepting the Republic. 





.§, CUTS INTO 
YOUNG TALENT 


Film Companies Increasingly 
Face Problem of Actor 
Shortage — Frank Mayo, 
Creighton Hale, Hank 
Mann Among Those Re- 
turning to Foreground 








BILLING, TOO 





Hollywood, May 19. 
In keeping with the trend of the 
times, Hollywood producers are go- 
ing into the salvage business—sal- 
vaging talent, bringing back to lustre 
names now dimmed that once were 
great. 


With numerous stars already in 
uniform, others quietly preparing to 
enlist and still more likely to get 
early calls as draft boards intensify 
scrutiny of deferments for depend- 
ents, producers are looking to the 
past for the future. 

Priorities, WPB restrictions on set 
construction and the thinning ranks 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Hwood Cued on Hitler and Hirohito, 
But Doesn't Even Bother with Musso 








RKO PLANS BIG 
PLAY SEASON 
NEAT FALL 


RKO next fall plans to launch into 
a big season of Broadway play back- 








ing. It’s understood that the com- 
|}pany has several prospective scripts 
}on the fire and will put up the entire 
|b.r. needed to stage them. 

That’s in contrast to the season 
now coming to a close, during which 
RKO is reported to have put up 
small amounts for participation in a 





!number of plays. Its interest was 
never publicized. However, it will 
(Continued on page 18) 
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SAILOR WITH THE NAVY 
BLUE EYES’ ON TOPSIDE 


‘The Sailor With the Navy Blue 
Eyes,’ which did not get anywhere 
when Harry Tenney published it 
two years ago, is beginning to get 
calls in this country as the result | 
of shortwave broadcasts out of Eng- | 
land, where the number currently | 
rates as No. 1 sheet seller. 

Geraldo, London band leader, | 
started the song on the way for | 
Campbell-Connelly, who hold the | 











British rights. Latter firm sold | 
110,000 copies of the tune during 
British War Ship Week recently. 


aA 


Good-Bye, Carminati 


Tullio Carminati, Italian born ac- 
tor, who was interned over here, 
was aboard the Drottningholm 
which carried some 700 expelled 
foreign officials and civilians , to 
Lisbon,’ where it arrived Saturday 
(16), 

Carminati’s principal claim to at- 
tention over here was his appear- 
ance in ‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ pro- 
duéed by Brock Pemberton some 
years ago. He also made some pic- 
ture appearances. His pro-Fascist 
talk got him in trouble. 


Blame Argentina 
For Chile Prexy's 








Snub of CBS Show 





What the President of Argentina 


|said to the President of Chile (not 


known but strongly suspected) may 
become as famous as the Governor 
of North Carolina’s remarks to the 
Governor of South Carolina. The 
point is that the Chilean president 
cancelled himself yesterday morning 
(Tuesday) on a salute to CBS’ new 
Latin network, Cadena de las Ameri- 
cas, he had promised to deliver last 
night. Argentinian influence is di- 
rectly credited. 


Because of Argentinian pro-Axis 
activities this incident becomes more 
than a disappointment to CBS. It 
threatens to become an international 
incident. 





‘Kate Smith-Danny Kaye 


In Kanin’s U.S. Film 


Kate Smith and Danny Kaye are 
co-starred in a ‘10-minute opera’ 
being made by Garson Kanin for 
the Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment Flm Unit. Mare Blitzstein has 
written words and music for the 
short, which, it is expected, will be 
released to exhibs free through the 
film industry’s War Activities Com- 
mittee. 

One-reeler is titled ‘Night Shift’ 
and part of it is being filmed in 
war production plants in the New 
York area. Studio stuf: is being shot 
at Fox-Movietone. It is expected to 
be completed ‘1: about three weeks. 


Another OEM production directed 
by Garson Kanin, ‘Fellow Ameri- 
cans,’ is almost ready to go out. 
Lieut. James Stewart, the former 
Metro star, has done the narration 
and Oscar Levant has composed and 

(Continued on page 54} 








Hitler and Hirohito, undesirable 
characters anywhere, are so much so 
in films that word has gone out to 
Hollywood from Washington that it 
is preferred they not be portrayed in 
pictures. Studios are requested to 
use a wider symbol than a single in- 
dividual for the Nazis and the Japs. 
Radio and newspapers have been 
asked to do likewise. 


Reasoning on Hitler, particularly, 
by the Government propaganda ex- 
perts, is that the U. S. public must 
be educated not to tie up all the vil- 
lainies of the Nazis exclusively with 
Der Fuehrer, but must be taught 
that the German people are equally 
to blame for tolerating and cooperat- 
ing with such a leader. 


Americans, the theory is, will be 
better haters—and thus better fight- 
ers and workers—if they are not be- 
clouded with the false idea that the 
enemy is a bunch of poor, misguided 
people, who deserve more pity than 
bullets and bombs. Hitler couldn’t 
}exist if the people would rise up 
against him. In addition, it is point- 
'ed out, a great segment of the Ger- 
man public has @early indicated 
complete approbation of Hitler’s pol- 
icies, so they must be considered the 
same kind of fiend he is. 

There’s still another point, the 
propaganda policy-makers reason. 
In the event that Hitler should die 
| or be killed, Americans must not be 
led to believe their job is over. The 
fighting would go on pretty much as 

(Continued on page 54) 


‘Lou Holtz’s Maharajah 
Hckum Almost Causes 
An Internat’! Incident 


Lou Holtz, it has been revealed, 














V almost an international incident 
when he appeared on the Army’s 
|‘Command Performance’ radio show 
a couple weeks ago. Comic came 
within a hair’s breadth of rupturing 
the relations with India that the 
President’s special envoy had been 
| labor ng to build up. 
| It seems that Holtz was all primed 
to do one of his Maharajah stories 


when General A. D. Surles, chief of 
War Department public relations, 
|suddenly remembered the show 
| could be picked up in India on short 
wave. There was a hurried cancele 
lation. 

Not of Holtz’s Lapidus stories, 
however. Apparently no fear of a 
break with the Bronx. 
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Arnold's Plan for H wood Charity 
Fund Opposed as Added Burden 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Establishment of a Community 
Charity Chest for the film industry, 
proposed by Edward Arnold, is 
meeting with opposition, not only 
from studio execs but from various 
unions and guilds. Fate of the pro- 
posal is largely in the hands of the 
studio crafts, which are generally 
reported to oppose the idea on the 
grounds that they are already con- 
tributing to the USO, pledging 10% 
of their earnings to the purchase of 
War Bonds and donating to other 
causes. 

Understood a large number of 
film executives are against the plan 
because it is likely to interfere with 
the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 
now operating on money volun- 
teered by artists and workers who 
contribute %% of their earnings. 
The Chest, one industry leader de- 
clared, would cut down the income 
of the Fund, which needs operating 
capital. The $10,000 it received 
weekly from the Guild radio show 
was used entirely for the purchase 
of land and construction of 
Country House. 

It was pointed out that the Fund 
had to borrow $38,000 from the 
banks three years ago and that it 
might be difficult to borrow more 
in an emergency if the income were 
limited by Chest activities. Two 
years ago the Producers donated 
$50,000 to the Fund to care for aged 
actors, but that contribution is prac- 
tically exhausted and there is no 
more money available from that 
source. 

Charity Chest plan is to raise be- 
tween $2,000,000 and $3,000,000, to 
be allocated for various charitable 
purposes along the lines adopted by 
the Los Angeles Community Chest. 
It is estimated that the administra- 
tion of the fund would cost about 
$90,000. Opponents of the Chest 
argue that the various industry 
charity campaigns cost nothing for 
administration. At a meeting of\ the 
Motion Picture Permanent Charities 
Committee, with Bert Allenberg as 
chairman, it was agreed to submit 
the Chest idea to representatives of 
the 30,000 industry workers. 


NO 2-A-DAY REVIVAL 
FOR PALACE, ON B’WAY 


Frank Fay and Ben A. Boyar 
legit producer, both contacted RKO 
concerning a two-a-day vaudeville 
revival for the Palace, N. Y., famed 
flagship of bigtime, but no deal 
is on. 


4} 
wuic 








Charles B. “McDonald, operator of | 
the theatre for the RKO circuit, be-| 
lieves that a stageshow policy for| 


the Palace would be impractical in 
view of the small seating capacity, 
1,700, and the opposition which now 
exists, 


Cleaning out of dressing roonis at | 


the Pal during the past 10 days gave 
rise to rumors that perhaps the 
house was getting ready for a return 
to stageshows but McDonald points 
out that on going backstage one day 
he found the rooms cluttered up with 
stuff and merely ordered them 
cleaned. 


COMMON CARRIERS 


Extras Ride Together 
Location Jaunts 








Biggies, On 





Hollywood, May 19. 

Stars, extras and technical work- 
ers will travel together in the same 
common carriers after June 1 under 
the new government ruling on stu- 
dio rolling stock moving to and 
from locations outside the picture 
plants. 

Wealthy players will not be al- 
lowed to drive their own cars or 
trailers to distant filming spots, al- 
though they are on their own out- 
side of working hours. Meanwhile 
all studio trucks or buses must re- 
turn to the plant with at least 75% 
of a load in material or passengers. 
Government idea is to make the 
greatest economical use of machin- 
ery, rubber and gas. 





Swap Guest Shots 
e Hollywood, May 19. 
Eddie Cantor and Red Skelton ex- 
change guest shots first weeks in 
June. 
Gracie Allen turns over the coin 
for her Cantor guesting May 27 io 


| beach to avoid the 





Many Prominents Die 


An unusual number of prominent 
theatrical personalities died during 
the past week. They were Morris 
Gest, Solly Ward, Hale Hamilton, 
Joseph K. Watson and Joe Jackson. 

Details elsewhere in the sundry 
departments of ‘Variety.’ 


Miami Beach Again 
Clamps Down Lid On 
Gambling and Vice 


Miami Beach, May 19. 

The lid is on Miami Beach again 
following the order of Police Chief 
Albert W. Simpson to close the town 
uy tight and keep it that way. 

Blitz this time is being directed 
particularly against payoffs on legal- 
ized pinball machines and bookies. 
Prostitutes wandering over to the 
Navy-ordered 
curfew in Miami are also persona 
non grata. This phase of activity 
however, is negligible, in as much as 
police have been jailing them as fast 
as they appear on the beach. 

Crackdown came on heels of 
numerous complaints about vice 
conditions at the beach since estab- 
lishment of the Army Air Corps 
Technical training commanda’s school 
here. 

Following Simpson’s order, police 
trucks began picking up all pinball 
machines in drug stores, hotels and 
restaurants. Effect on bookies is n-t 
known yet, but opinion was that ac- 
tivity had been curtailed in most 
instances, 


KAYE’S GOLDWYN DEAL 
STARTS IN SPRING, *43 


Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Danny Kaye) 
and attorney Lou Mandel are back 
from Hollywood, having arranged 
the details on Danny Kaye’s first 

















} 


| wanted 


film deal, a termer with Sam Gold- 
wyn. Calls for one picture a year, 
options with the producer, instead 
of merely one film, as the comedian 
at first. Kaye also has an 


| outside film privilege, although it’s 


>| unlikely he'll exercise that, since it’s 


| his intent to continue his stage work. 
Deal can’t take effect until spring 
of 1943, as he’s renewed with ‘Let’s 
| Face It,’ Vinton Freedley starrer, for 
| next season. 
Miss Fine and Max Liebman, au- 
| thors for Kaye, also have Goldwyn 
| scripting pacts. They’re due to re- 
| port on the Coast 10 weeks before 
film production to work on the writ- 
| ing of the Kaye pix. 

















Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 


cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


KATE HEPBURN TEACHES 
A PHOTOG NOT TO FIB 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 

Katharine Hepburn Saturday 
afternoon (16) smashed the camera 
of Robert Purdy, photographer for 
Bulletin-Index, a local weekly. 
Fracas took place in_ stage-door 
alley of Nixon theatre just before 
matinee of ‘Without Love’ and took 
a policeman to break it up. A-cord- 
ing to actress, Purdy struck her 
when she grabbed his camera, but 
lenser denies this. 

Purdy was waiting at stage door 
for Elliott Nugent, Hepburn’s lead- 
ing man, and when star arrived in 
slacks, she is said to have asked 
photograper whether he intended to 
take her picture. He said he wasn’t, 
that he was only waiting for Nugent. 
However, when Hepburn stopped for 
a moment to sign an autograph bock 
for a youngster, Purdy snapped the 
scene, at which actress flew into a 
rage, grabbed his camera and flung 
it to the ground, breaking it into bits. 
When she later sent a cop, who had 
stepped between them, for the nega- 
tive, Purdy turned one over to her, 
but Miss Hepburn stated it wasn’t 
the one she wanted. 








It Doesn't Mean That Down There 





Ancient dictum that ‘morality is 
a new workout on the picture lots 
the gesture was adopted by technic 


ments are solid. 


American trade. Research has di 
an old Spanish custom, in vogue 1 
a camera or a mike. 


Hollywood, May 19. 
a question of g@ography’ is getting 
under the latest Hays Office edict. 


It concerns a gesture in common use in radio, the forming of a circle 
with the right thumb and forefinger to indicate that all’s okay. Later, 


al workers on the film sets, al! in ag 


serious vein, to signify that the sound track and the lighting arrange- 


It was all right until flippant boys and gals in film scenes began 
using the signal with intent far removed from cinematic mechanics, 
‘That is where the Hays office moved in. From now on, the thumb- 
and-finger salute is barred from all pictures destined for the South 


sclosed that the digital gesture is 
ong before anybody ever heard of 


Its meaning leans more to Venus than to 
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If Hitler was a radio comedian and 
attempted to explain. his present 
predictment in Russia, his opening 
gag would probably be, ‘A funny 
thing happened on my way to the 
Kremlin.’ At the moment, Hitler in 
Russia is not unlike a tohgue-tied 
contestant on The Take It or Leave 
It Quiz Program. Hitler can’t take 
it, and he can’t leave it. All he can 
do is stand there and wait for the 
$64 question. 

Hitler’s main trouble seems to be 
Goebbels and his propaganda, A 
dispatch from the German propa- 
ganda bureau is issued. It always 
reads, “Today, a small Nazi force 
tore a Russian division to shreds. 
Following the annihilation the Rus- 
sians were decimated and completely 
routed. The remainder of the Rus- 
sian division was mopped up and 
hopelessly trapped on a magnificient 
German pincer movement. Every 
Russian counter-attack was hurled 
back. The German force is in com- 
plete control.’ That is what the Ger- 
man propaganda bureau says. The 
next morning you pick up the paper, 
it says, ‘Russian Army recaptured 47 

(Continued on page 18) 


ANTALEK TROUPE’S 
INT'L COMPLICATIONS 


Detroit, May 19. 
So the show could go on, U. S 








case of a Hungarian circus perform- 
er, who actually is an Austrian, and 
issue traveling permits to his Chi- 





and a Russian woman 


What’s Cookin? —Ask Par aR of eiboan are Germans. 
“9 | 





Paramount has signed to a junior 
writer pact M. F. K. Fisher, pretty, 
young and blonde femme author of 
more-or-less humorous cook books. 
Her latest is ‘How to Cook a Wolf’— 
a treatise on wartime culinary work. 
Others have been ‘Consider the 
Oyster’ and ‘Serve It Forth.’ 

She’s been operating a ranch at 
Hemet, Cal., recently and started 
work at the studio Monday (18). 
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the Volunteer Army Canteen Serv- | Universa) Pictures 


ice. 


Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“There is something ever fresh and bouncy about them . 
can knock an audience in the aisles.” Louise Levitas, PM, New York. 


Currently on National Release 


—{in— 


M-G-M’s ‘RIO-RITA’ 





. « they still 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


The strange nationality mixup de- 
| veloped when the trio needed help 
to travel to New York for an ap- 
pearance after being in the circus 
at the Olympia here, in compliance 
with enemy alien regulations. 

The applicant for the travel per- 
mits was Joseph Antalek, of the 
Antalek aerial troupe, who needed 

(Continued on page 48) 
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John Garfield Likes His | 
Stage Tag Permanently | 


Hollywood, May 19. 
John Garfield has petitioned the 
courts to legalize his professional 
name. He says the use of his real 
name, Jacob Garfinkel, is confusing, 
and he wants to settle for Garfield. 


Ann Harding Back in Pix 


Hollywood, May 19. | 











Ann Harding ends her gh terd 
film fast by taking a role in Metro’s 
‘Eyes in the Night.’ 

Actress has been in practical re- | 
tirement attending home duties as | 
Mrs. Werner Janssen, wife of the 
maestro, 


} 








‘White Cargo’ Sapodlioed | 
Hollywood, May 19. 
Whitewashed and otherwise made 
presentable to the eye of the Hays 
Office, ‘White Cargo’ set sail yester- 
day (Mon.) at Metro with Hedy La- 
marr playing the role of Tondeleyo 
aid Walter Pidgeon in the top male 
spot. 
Director is Richard Thorpe. 





POWER’S SWAN SONG 


Hollywood, May 19. 
George Montgomery takes over 
the job originally assigned to Ty- 
rone Power as male star in ‘China 
Girl’ at 20th-Fox. 
Power is joining the Navy when 
he finishes his current chore in ‘The 








Black Swan.’ 
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Fred Allen’s Gagsing 
Tops Show Biz Fete 
For Russian War Relief 


Rapid-fire series of quips by Fred 
Allen topped a dinner for Russian 
War Relief given by the films, radio, 
legit and arts fields at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., Monday (18). More 
than 1,000 were in attendance, pledg- 
ing well over $5,000. 

Allen likened Hitler to a ‘tongue- 
tied contestant on the ‘Take It or 
Leave It’ show, who can’t take it 
and can’t leave it and is now waiting 
for the $64 question.’ Things are so 
bad for Hitler, Allen declared, that 
he’s cabled Lee Shubert for two road 
companies of ‘The Student Prince.’ 

Air comic was one of 19 reps of 
the various fields who were intro- 
duced by Clifton Fadiman and made 
short pledges of aid to Russia in their 
particular style. Among them were 
Franklin P, Adams, Oscar Levant, 
John Kieran, Raymond Massey, Bur- 
gess Meredith, Paul Robeson, Garson 
Kanin, Margaret Webster, Lin Yu- 
tang, Vincent Sheean, Cal Tinney, 
Ralph Ingersoll, Thomas F. Harring- 
ton, Louis Nizer, William Ramsey, 
Sir Gerald Campbell, Mrs. J. Borden 
Harriman and Vera Allen. 

Jeffrey Lynn, in the Army for the 
past two months, spoke for men in 
the service, as did reps of the Navy, 
Marine Corps and merchant marine, 
Norman Corwin arranged the pro- 
gram. J. Robert Rubin presided and 
was co-chairman with Gilbert Miller, 

Principal speaker was Mrs. Robert 
Magidoff, Russian-born wife 





gave my first speech in English and, 
as a matter of fact, the first speech 
of my life, before 20,000 people at 
Madison Square Garden a _ few 
months ago and this is my 142d 
speech,” she revealed. 


| Philly Breaks Up Gang 
Of Theatre Hijackers 


Philadeiphia, May 19. 
Police last week broke up a gang 
of sneak thieves who have been pe- 











|riodically robbing theatres in North 


Philly. The four youths confessed to 
stealing more than $3,000 from seven 
theatres in the past few months. 

The houses broken into by the 
burglars were the Astor, Liberty, 
Logan, Ridge, Bluebird, New Penn 
and Casino. The confessed thieves 
were held without bail by Magistrate 
John C. Morlock. 





Durante Commuting; 
Sister and Wife Ill 


Jimmy Durante made a fast trip 
to New York over the weekend, 


| summoned through the illness of his 


sister. She was reported consider- 
ably improved by the time he 
trained out Sunday (17) for the 


Coast. 
Schnozzle virtually commuted be- 
tween hospitals, his wife Jean being 


|in serious condition in Los Angeles. 


Radio and theatre deals were left in 
abeyance. 


That’s the Spirit, Boys 
Hollywood, May 19. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello draw 
a summer vacation on completion of 
‘Who Done It,’ starting May 25 at 
Universal with Erle Kenton direct- 
ing. 

Vacation will be spent on a coast- 
to-coast tour of Army camps. 


TRACY’S BALTO CHECKUP 
Baltimore, May 19. 

Spencer Tracy entered Johns Hop- 
kins hospital here for a round of 
checkups and observation. 

Follows recent visit of Wallace 
Beery to same institution which 
previously served Clark Gable and 
Carole Lombard and other celebs 
from the Coast film colony. 
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al 


be complete, nightly blackouts. 


shroud of war emergency. 


desire for diversion, 


success. 


U. S. show biz. 


business. 


q 


be minimized. 








Especially in regards to the dimouts. 1 
hurdle of the theatre business—drawing the people out of the 
fastnesses of their homes into the gloom of the streets. 


° ] “ > D4 , = , >» + > 
Making the, inal. destination worthwhile. she 


— 


CALL TO SHOWMANSHIP 


Show business on the eastern seaboard Monday (18) felt 
virtually the full commercial repercussions of Liberty’s War 
against the armigerous Axis. Plus tire and gasoline rationing, 
ready of great concern to theatre operators, came the army 
orders for a thorough dimout of the New York City area. Only 
possible remaining blow, aside from actual .bombings, would 


As is, Broadway’s tinseled fronts went into blackface Mon- 
day night. Theatre marquees were hardly distinguishable in 
the gloom of the de-mazdaed thoroughfare. Here and there 
dull patches of light indicated an entrance to a showplace. The | 
outward gaiecty of the entertainment world was gagged by the 


If ever show business faced a crucial test, calling for all the 
ingenuity and. tact at its command, this is it. Yet, by drawing 
a parallel with London, now in its third year of nightly black- 
outs, the U. S. entertainment world might well make capital 
of what are now considered serious boxoffice handicaps. 


It has been proven, time and time again, that crises breed 
It’s the ‘escapist’ running mate of “trag- 
edy.’ That's not saying that dimouts are tragic, but gloomy 
they are and entertainment is the antidote. 
business, with all the horrors of Nazi bombings, has had signal 


London’s show 


Gas and tire rationing in the long run may be a boon for the 
With auto travel to the beaches, parks and 
resorts hindered, if not completely impossible for many, the- 
atres comprise the general public’s chief ‘escape.’ _ 
public will travel by subway, bus and trolley to points of di- 
version is perhaps best indicated by the terriffic crowds being 
drawn to the basebali parks in N. Y. on weekends. 
is making itself more attractive via doubleheaders on Sundays 
—and the word ‘attractive’ might well be applied by show 


That the 


Baseball 


That’s the major 


By 


iourney itself can 
j Hes lenadittges 





It will mean, after all these years of Wall Street manage- 
ment, that the show business must return to showmanship. 








Clark Gable Considers 
Since His Wife’s Death 


Clark Gable is being sought by 
B. B. D. & O. for a guest appearance 
on ‘Cavalcade of America’ early in 
June, Star has okayed a tentative 
proposition, but the deal depends on 
whether he will agree to come east 
for the broadcast, as desired by the 
agency. Matter will probably be de- 
cided this: week. It would be Gable’s 
first professional appearance since 
before the death of his wife, Carole 
Lombard, last winter. 





Monday night (25) over NBC-Red 
(WEAF) for du Pont, portraying 
young Thomas Jefferson in ‘Of Hu- 
man Events,’ an original by Robert 
Richards. Show originates on the 
Coast. The following week, June 1, 
the series moves back east, with 
Madeleine Carroll playing Clara Bar- 
ton in m original by Robert Tall- 
man. Homer Fickett, who directs 
the show, will come east with it. 

Effective with the June 29 broad- 
cast, ‘Cavalcade’ starts its 
policy of using semi-names instead 
of full-rank stars, 
Season. It continues that way over 
the summer. 


Marines Put Out Call 
For Picture Craftsmen 


Quantico, Va., May 19. 

Marine Corps is sending out calls 
for motion picture craftsmen to 
serve in the Photographic Section as 
writers, cameramen, cutters, sound- 
men, laboratory and library work- 
ers. Unit plans to make sound pic- 
tures in the Spanish language for 
the Latin-American republics. 

Applicants are asked to address 
nquiries to Officer in Charge, Ma- 
Tine Corps Photographic Section, 
M.MS., Quantico, Va., stating age, 
experience, educational background 
and marital status, 














MUCH LONGER WAY NOW 


Dupont Radio Date, First | FROM VINE ST. T0 B’WAY 





Hollywood, May 19. 
Army operation of all domestic 


| airlines is causing havoc in the trav- 


Tyrone Power guests on the show | 





summer | 


as in the regular | 


eling habits of motion picture ex- 
ecs and stars who have been ac- 
customed to plane hops between 
Hollywood and New York for busi- 
ness huddles and stage and radio 
appearances, 

New announcement from Wash- 
ington relegates all transcontinental 
travel to the ground except in ‘real 
emergencies,” which means the war 
program. With rubber and = gas 
shortages and railroads crowded 
with military trains, the distance be- 
tween Vine street and Broadway 
grows wider and wider. 





THE SWITCHEROO 





|Bad Pans Helped ‘Shanghai,’ Press- 


burger Thinks 





Unusually severe reviews his 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ got everywhere 
greatly helped the picture, producer 
Arnold Pressburger opined this 
week. People apparently wanted to 


most of the new#paper and mag 
0.0.ers slugged ‘Gesture,’ Pressburger 
thinks, 

Meantime, the picture appears 
headed for a_ $1,000,000 domestic 
gross, having done well in almost all 
its engagements. It cost $560,000 to 
make, 

Pressburger is currently in New 
York making arrangements through 
United Artists for financing of his 
next film. It will be either “Tomor- 
row Never Comes’ or another prop- 
erty, similar to ‘Gesture,’ which 
other producers have repeatedly 
tried to treat to get it past Hays 
office censorship. Pressburger hopes 
to leave for the Coast at the end of 
the week and have his picture ready 





for release around October. 


LES WAR 








BANS 





SUMMER BIZ MAY 
EXGEED LAST YEAR 


April Grosses Better Than 
March — Surpasses Com- 
parable Period of Year 
Ago by 10%—B.0O. Ex- 
pected to Be More Cen- 
tralized 


—_———_ 


THE GAS SITUATION 





Despite Government rationing of 
gasoline in 17 eastern states, tire 
shortages, dimouts along the entire 
Atlantic coast and other factors, 
grosses are maintaining strong levels. 





Broadway Legit Off 
Despite general optimism in 
this roundup, the Broadway legit 
scene seems to have been harder 
hit by gas, tire rationing and the 
dimout. 








Unless calculations miscarry, this 
summer may even top the _ hot- 
weather months of last year. 

April’s business at the film thea- 
tres averaged better than March, 
while the April take is estimated to 
have run more than 10% over the 
same month in 1941. May usually 

(Continued on page 55) 





SRO Private Screenings 
Presage Click for Film 
Biog of Geo. M. Cohan 


Legit managers know when they 
have a hit by the number of re- 
quests for passes, and projection 
room interest in a new film is us- 
ually a parallel barometer for the 





see how a film could be as bad as | 


|picture business, but never has a 
| film played to such consistent SRO 
|at private screenings as has War- 
|ner’s ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ As 
|expected, being George M. Cohan’s 
| screen biog, the show biz bunch has 
|been extraordinarily interested in 
advance private showings, and the 


WB home-office projection room has | 


had extra seats in the aisles. 
Behind the Cohan (James Cagney) 

click (as seems 

|a patient task 


by Warners’ Jacob 
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Melvyn Douglas Has Convinced His 
Severest Critics of OCD Qualifications 





Big Blow-Up 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Roddy McDowell suffered from 
the mumps but not as acutely as 
20th-Fox, which had to dig up 
$83,000 in salaries for idle players 
in ‘The Pied Piper’ while the 
little British actor was laid up. 

Studio claims it was the niost 
expensive case of mumps in 
screen or medical history. 


1,200 EXTRAS IN 
WAR WORK 
SHIFT 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Shift of 1,200 film extras from 
studios to war production industries 
is the first result of a campaign by 
the Screen Actors Guild to cut down 
the number of atmosphere players, 
many of whom are better equipped 
for industrial work than for pic- 
tures, 

Recent survey disclosed 1,200 ex- 
tras who had previous experience 
as machinists, carpenters, welders, 
power machine operators, construc- 
tion workers, stenographers and 
switchboard operators, all qualified 
for the war effort and capable of 
earning higher wages. Most of the 
|players had been making less than 














OD) IIE 366.) ne ry ae . 


tries would range from $45 to $55. 


Les Brown, Freddy Martin 
Both in RKO Film With 
Rita Hayworth-Mature 


Les Brown and Freddy Martin’s 








widely assured) is| 


Wilk, eastern story editor, who first | 


approached George M. with the idea 
two years ago. First he showed him 
| what ‘The Life of Knute Rockne,’ in 


fragmentary form, could be made to | 


appear cinematically. Then the sen- 
timental and historic values were 
stressed. For the first time in the 


history of the picture business, the | 


| film company agreed to permit (1) 
an outsider’s (Cohan) OK on a final 
shooting script; and (2) casting OK 
on the ‘family’ characters. 
Cohan liked the final script; he ap- 
(Cuntinued on page 18) 


| going to the Coast for films. 


| orchestras have both been contracted 
to start work next month for RKO 
ion a film titled ‘Red, Hot and Sweet,’ 
with Victor Mature and Rita Hay- 
worth. Brown reports at the stu- 
dios June 16 for three weeks’ shoot- 
ing and Martin is to follow. Brown's 
is a swing band and Martin’s a sweet 
outfit. 

While on the Coast Brown will 
play four weeks at the 
Ballroom, Hollywood, opening June 
23, the usual booking for name bands 
He is 
to first play three weeks at the 
Roosevelt hotel, Washington, D. C., 


|opening May 24 going west directly 


'from there. 


Martin closed Saturday 
(16) at the Waldorf hotel, New York, 


|}and opens tomorrow (Thurs.) at the 


| Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles. 








Big Ball Crowds Prove It Again | 








rationing. 


than autos 
regardless of inconveniences. 


teams the home teams, follows: 


Grand total was 179,780 





the Yankees-St. Louis, 


Baseball had another terrific weekend, despite 
Photos of the parking lots around the N. Y 
fact, indicated clearly that most of the fans traveled by 
That tells it—if they want amusement they'll get to it,— 


ee 


the tire and gasoline 
ball parks, in 


other means 


Paid attendance at the major league ball parks, with first-named 


Giants-(Cardinals) ...... eS Pee Pee Cee ee 49,745 
Brooklyn-(Chicago) aaa Ss 4 5o0 44RS ws KOSS EO SS 34,473 
Boston- (Cincinnati) Pi ee eas tre ee Te eee ee 25.000 
Philadelphia-(Pittsburgh) 2... ..ciccesocccsoscccccrve 10,079 
Detroit-(Boston) ......... Pe a ee ee 24,581 
Washingien+(CRICAGO) |. ccsccccscrccetsecdssocevscde 16,229 
Philadelphia-(Cleveland) ....-.sssccseeeccscrseceee 13,256 
Yankees-(St. Louis) 6,417 


In every situation, except Detroit-Boston, the ball parks had double- 
headers. It’s become a common practice of both leagues to schedule 
doubleheaders for Sundays on the slightest pretext, and the bargains 
evidently draw them, as indicated by the Giants and Brooklyns, respec- 
tively, pulling the largest crowds of their home seasons thus far. On 
the other hand, where the ‘bargain’ isn’t attractive, as in the case of 
Philadelphia-Cleveland 


and Philadelphia- 


Pittsburgh, the turnouts are of ‘weekday’ calibre. 


*_¢e £ 
< =. oe ‘ 4%... ar _ . . is 2 
ah pete ean emamaaasie + SIRES. «! 
eldge weekly earnings 1p war inauS- 


Palladium | 





Washington, May 19. 
Melvyn Douglas has become one of 
Uncle Sam’s children without any of 
the high pressure publicity that 
ordinarily accompanies his assump- 
tion of a new role in Hollywood, 
Every working day he can be found 


at his desk in suite 919 of the Dupont 
Circle Offices of Civilian Defense, 
and he sticks to the federal eight- 
hour schedule. He draws no pay 
check for what rates on the register 
as an $8,000 job. 


About a month ago actor Douglas 
checked in for his OCD duties. He 
expects to remain at -least two 
months more before responding to a 
studio commitment, maJe before the 
furore over his appointment reached 
its crest. The anti-Administration 
heat has been turned off the leading 
man and, in high places they trace 
the armistice to the ‘off the record’ 
speech which Douglas delivered to 
800 scribes at the National Press 
Club. 


Douglas pulled no punches in his 
Fourth Estate talk. He not only 
proved he could handle himself at 
post prandials, but convinced those 
who had been pounding him hardest 
that he had the qualities of an ex- 
ecutive, and an essentia] task to do 
with OCD. The barrage of criticism 
subsided to a trickle. The widely 


(Continuea on page 55) 





Gesch, Howard Harris 
Ready Edna Mae Oliver 





Hollywood, May 19. 
Martin Gosch and Howard Harris 
are here to ready the Edna Mae 
Oliver show for an audition. Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan are interested for Life- 
buoy in the event that the Abbott 
and Costello deal falls through. 


Gosch and Harris will write and 
produce the comedy show here, if 
the deal is clinched. 
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Victory Caravan Back to H'wood 
Sans Fanfare; Ends Junket in Frisco 


————— 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Silently the Victory Caravan re- 
turned to Hollywood with a record 
of 8,000 miles of travel and boxoffice 
reports of nearly $600,000 for the 
Army and Navy Relief Funds. It 
came home from the greatest pa- 
triotie junket in the history of mo- 
tion pictures without searchlights, 
brass bands, parades or welcoming 
committees from the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The boys and gals of the films, 
who had been cheered by 12,000,000 
curbstone fans and paying guests in 
a dozen cities on their 19-day tour, 
stepped off their special train, some 
at Pasadena, and some at the Union 
Station, and went home to rest like 
ordinary passengers. 


During their coast-to-coast trek | 
they had put on record-breaking 


shows in Washington, Boston, Phila- 
.delphia, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
St. Louis, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Des 
Moines, Dallas and Houston. They 
had traveled like a gigantic vaude- 
ville troupe, with biggies and small- 
ies scrambling democratically in 
dining cars, hotels and dressing 
rooms, 

Biggest single take on the tour was 
$90.260 in Chicago. Houston estab- 
lished a new mark deep in the heart 
of Texas with a gross of $58,650. In 
the other 10 stops the receipts were 
restricted only by the seating capac- 
ity. 

The Hollywood homecoming was 
a temporary stop-off to permit the 
players to get their second wind be- 
fore shoving off for San Francisco to 
play in the Navy Relief benefit ar- 
ranged by Walter Winchell for to- 
night, (Tues.). 


THEATRES SET 
FOR U.S. BOND 
- BALLYHOO..... 


Theatres throughout the country 
will stage rallies in their home towns 
May 29 to launch the sale of stamps 
and bonds by 15,000 film houses. New 
York to-do in Times Square will 
probably be the biggest of the shin- 
digs, but Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 
Dayton and other cities will be vying 
with it to draw attention to their 
drives 

Leon Leonidoff. Radio City Music 
Hall producer, will stage the theat- 
rical end of the New York rally. 








Music Hall Glee Club will sing, Gov- | 


ernor Lehman’s proclamation of May 
30 as ‘Movie War Stamp and Bond 


Day’ will be read and a 10,000 square | 


foot banner will be unfurled. 
Nationai broadcast, arranged by 
Howard Dietz, will be heard, as well 





Citations for Bonds 


The U. S. Treasury Depart- 
ment plans to present engraved 
citations to every theatre partici- 
pating in the film industry’s War 
Stamp and Bond selling drive. 
Citation, bearing the signature of 
Secretary of the Treasury Mor- 
genthau, will pay tribute to pa- 
tons as well as the theatres. 

Citations will not be awarded 
any theatre until bond and stamp 
sales totaling at least $100 have 
been reported to the National 
Drive Committee. 











WINCHELL'S 456 


FRISCO BENEFIT 


San Francisco, May 19. 

Walter Winchell’s Army and Navy 
Relief show tonight (Tuesday) hung 
up a new record for theatrical 
grosses here, when 11,000 jampacked 
the Civic Auditorium for the three- 
hour plus production that combined 
stars of the spectacular Hollywood 
Caravan with talent recruited by 
Winchell. No Franciscoan saw so 
many stars together on one stage, 
piling up a $45,000 gross, 
hundreds of others were herded 
away from the doors when standing 
room at $2 became exhausted. 

The seats, which had been snapped 
up days in advance, scaled from $1.10 
(only 300 of these) to $5.50; boxes, 





vent. 

Among the Holiywood Caravan 
players scheduled to appear were 
Desi Arnaz, Joan Bennett, Joan 
Blondell, Charles Boyer, James Cag- 
ney, Olivia de Havilland, Cary Grant, 
Charlotte Greenwood, Bert Lahr, 
Groucho Marx, Frank McHugh, Ray 
Ree? ton; Pat O'Brien; Mette Ober- 
on, Eleanor Powell and Rise Stevens. 
These were augmented by Winchell’s 
own recruits: Milton Berle, Abbott 
& Costello, Al Jolson, Ben Bernie, 
Dinah Shore, Eddie Cantor and the 
De Marcos. 


Warnerites to D. C. For 
Approval of Pic Scripts 


Hollywood, May 19. 





|liam Guthrie, Warners liaison with 
the Army and Navy, shoved off for 
Washington to consult with the War 
Department on future product. 

Immediate object of the huddle is 
to get official approval of the script 
on ‘Air Force,’ a Hal Wallis produc- 
tion. 


as numerous local ones arranged by | 


committees throughout the country 
In Pittsburgh there will be a five- 


station hookup, with listeners asked 
to phone in their orders for stamps 
and bonds. These will be trans- 


mitted to the theatre in the custom- 
ers’ neighborhood, and arrangements 
will be made for delivery of the 
pieces. 

Tieup with an air circus has been 
made in Dayton, while Glen Gray 
and orch has been set for the Philly 
festivities at’ Reyburn Plaza, 
site City Hall. 


Oppo- 


Sniping at Dictators 


Toledo, May 19. 


Booth h: been set up in the lobby 
of the Paramount, operated by an 
usherette, for sale of war stamp: 


Purchasers are given a dart for each 
stamp bought, with the privilege of 
tossing the dart at the figures of 
either Hitler, Hirohito or Mussoliri., 
drawn in caricature. 


To Out-Gab the Japs? 


Washington, May 19. 

Twv veteran radio announcers, 
Andre Baruch and James Allen 
(James T. Quirk), are donning the 
uniforms of first lieutenants in the 
U. S. Army. 

Quirk, assistant manager of WFIL. 
NBC’s Blue outfit at Philadelphia, 
will be assigned to the Public Rela- 
tions Branch in the Office of the 
Quartermaster General, as will Ba- 
ruch. Both men have been in the 
radio biz for more than 10 years. 


while | 


$110. One thousand standees were | 
accommodated. Two champagne 


bars at $1 a throw were highly sol- | 


Howard Hawks, director, and Wil- | 














WILLIE HOWARD 


1ith successful week, “Priorities of 
1942” at the 46th Street Theatre, 
New York. 

“The 
own estimate of white comedians; 


‘Ilarlem Cavaleade’ has its 





they believe that the greatest of 
|all is Willie Howard.” 
| ED SULLIVAN 


° Daily News 








Kaye Sells $1,350,000 
Bonds in Chi; Bojangles’ 
Shoes ‘Sell’ for $59,000 


Danny Kaye realized $350,000 
| above his $1,000,000 goal in U. S. 
| Bonds at the Sunday night show in 
Chicago’s Chez Paree Sunday (17). 
| Some 600 customers paid $1,000 each, 
| in the form of a U. S. bond, for a 
| table, and the rest was subscribed 
from within the cafe. Joey Jacob- 
| son, host of the Chez Paree, supplied 
'a de luxe dinner for the occasion. 
| Kaye, star of ‘Let’s Face It’ on 
| Broadway, flew out to Chi to emcee 
the stunt. 

| Bill Robinson auctioned off a pair 
|of his gold dancing shoes for $40,- 
000, and Kaye, who had personally 
| made an initial bid ef a $10,000 bond, 
{also contributed the 10G, bringing 
| the dancing shoe’s yield to an even 
$50,000, in addition to the $1,350,060 
iin U: S. bonds already seli that 


| kbd at. 


Set ‘Axin’ the Axis’ 


Seattle, May 19. 
| Acts and scenes from the musical 
|show ‘Axin’ the Axis,’ by Johnny 
| Forrest of KOL and Earl Robinson, 
are playing before defense workers 
and union groups while the show is 
whipped into shape through rehear- 
sals. Directed by Burton and Flor- 
ence Bean James of the Civic Reper- 
tory Theatre, with 13 songs and 
isketches by Forrest and two songs 
by Robinson, the cast of musical is 











| 
} 
| 
| 


| 
} 
| 


recruited from the Repertory players. | 


| Music for the show, which consists 
lof variety acts and production num- 
| bers built around the songs, will be 
furnished by three pianos, and the 
opening date has been set as June 7. 


San A A Ae A ee A te et i tt i i tn i i i i i i en 


E Uncle Sam 


's Roll Call 


SESH FPSFHGFG44 GFF 4F4G6464 $44646464444464446464444644446464 


Heroine, By Proxy 
A second member of the Bulkeley 
|family, in addition to Philippine 
|}mosquito boat-hero Lieut. John D. 
| Bulkeley, has been serving the U. S. 
She is Hope 
old blonde, who has just completed 


a 12,000-mile tour of Army and Navy | 


|posts with the USO-Camps Shows 
company of ‘Out of the Frying Pan.’ 
She’s a distant cousin of the PT boat 
hero, 
Quent Reynolds’ Camp Talk 
Fort Jackson, S. C., May 19. 

Quentin Reynolds planed in to 
visit brother, Private Don Reynolds, 
lin training here. Author and war 
| correspondent addressed post’s 40.000 
: : er 
| officers and men by special radio 
| hookup. 
Ayres Into Medical Corps 
Hollywood, May 19. 
is due to leave the 


Lew Ayres 


| conscientious objectors camp in Ore- 
|gon this week for active duty with 


Army Medical Corps. 

Metro film star was reclassified 
despite unchanged attitude not to 
bear arms. 





Geo. K. Arthur Enlists at 42 
Camp Upton, N. Y., May 19. 








George K. Arthur, who 11 years 


Bulkeley, a 23-year- | 


{ago played the buck private with the 


lete Kar] Dane in ‘Rookies,’ last week | 


| became a real buck private here. 
| Now 42, he enlisted under his real 
name of Arthur George Brest. 
He quit Hollywood seven years ago 
1} been publishing a New York 


ana nas 


weekly mag, ‘Go,’ distributed in 
hotels. He has a private fiying 
license and aims to get into the ar- 


mament section of the Air Corps. 


| Lieut. Lee Mortimer 

| Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror’s film 
| critic, checks in at Astoria, L. L, 
| today (Wed.) as a second looey in 
| the Signal Corps. 

| Under regulations, one may con- 
| tinue outside writing which means 
| Mortimer will contribute to Kings 
{Features and the Mirror. 

Ben Schneider of the N. Y. World 
| Telegram into Fort McClellan, Ala., 
} service. 
| George C. Weiss, WG4C, Atlanta, 
announcer, has entered Army Air 
| Corps and is training at Miami 


| base. 
Leo L. Weiss, husband of Grace 
| Rosenfield, eastern publicity and 


italent rep for Hal Roach studios, 
in the Army. Stationed at embarka- 
| tion base in Brooklyn. 

Jack Goldsmith, field exploitation 


(Continued on page 20) 


Philly's Canteen Opens on June 15; 
Talk Radio Show Sponsorship 





Yd 


Fu Phooeys Japs 





Hollywood, May 19. 

War has made a goodie out of 
the wickedest baddie in the Far 
East, Dr, Fu Manchu. 

Sax Rohmer’s Oriental heavy, 
once notorious for his evil de- 
signs against law and order, 
turns his malevolent genius 
against the Japs in the new Re- 
public picture, ‘Fue Manchu 
Strikes Again.’ 


‘CANDIDA’ GIVES 
ARMY-NAVY 506 


Special name cast revival of ‘Can- 
dida,’ which finished three weeks at 
the Shubert, N. Y., Sunday night 
(17) and is to play another series of 


eight performances starting next 
Sunday (24), grossed $55,000. All of 
that sum, with the exception of 
around $5,000 for necessary ex- 
penses, goes to the Army and Navy 
Relief funds. Actors turned back 
their minimum stipends, as pre- 
viously reported. 

Guthrie McClintic,-when he first 
considered reviving the G. B. Shaw 
comedy for five special matinees, 
considered splitting the profits with 
the servicemen’s charity chests, but 
then decided to turn over the net 
entirely. It is the most successful 
staging by the manager in the past 
two seasons, with no benefit to him- 
self except the satisfaction of a pa- 
triotic gesture. 

Most of the ‘Candida’ leads will 
again appear, including Katharine 
Cornell, Burgess Meredith (on army 
leave) and Raymond Massey. Dur- 
ing this week’s layoff, Brenda 
Forbes, who replaces Mildred Nat- 
wick, and Ernest Cossart, going in 











in the parts From Sunday to Sun- 
day (24-31) there will be 12 per- 
formances, revival going on nightly, 
with three matinees. 





American Theatre Wing , 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 





By RADIE HARRIS 
Chairman, Entertainment Committee 


A young RAF flyer, who had spent 
an ecstatic 10-day furlough in NY. 
| was telling Lady Hardwicke the 
other night that of all the shows he 
|had seen, the one he enjoyed most 
was ‘Living With Dad,’ 

From Sgt. Don Ettlinger, in Ward 
Seven at the Station Hospital, Fort 
Monmouth, comes the _ following 
note: 

‘Life here in Ward Seven 
what one would call 
gay, so ‘Variety’ was Heaven (not 
to mention Harris) sent. And it 
aroused no end of curiosity on the 
part of several of my wardmates, 
who were hilarious at the Hix-Nix- 
Stix-Pix type of reporting. They | 
particularly enjoyed ‘Hepburn Big | 
|B, O. in Chi.” It took quite a bit of | 
| explaining.’ | 
| 





is not 
particularly 





Margot Stevenson, one of the most 
indefatigable and popular among the 


| 
junior hostesses, was dancing with | 
an English tar who had such a/| 
|clipped British accent that she | 


|}could hardly understand him. After 
'a while Miss Stevenson asked the 
|tar if they could stop dancing for 
a minute so that she ceuld put on 
her glasses, because her eyes were 
| terribly tired. . 
| ‘Oh, do you wear glasses?’ said the 
Britisher amiably. ‘Well, I'll keep 
you company.’ 

And with that he reached into his 
pocket and put on a monocle. 





When Betty Bryant, doubling be- 
tween hostessing and entertaining, 
sang “You're Everything I Love’ the 
other evening, she was told, when 
she finished, that a great admirer 
was waiting to congratulate her. 
He was Boboy Hopkins, of the 
— Corps—son of Harry Hop- 
ins, 








Brenda Frazier, the first ‘angel’ to 
sponsor the $100 civilian table, can- 
(Continued on page 27) 
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|sketch by Seymour Gross, enacted by 





Philadelphia, May 19. 

Philly’s branch of the American 
Theatre Wing’s Canteen is all set to 
open June 15 after clearing away 
several hurdles. The Canteen wil] 
be opened in the basement of the 
Academy of Music, which has been 
undergoing extensive repairs and 
renovations. ‘Angel’ for the enter- 
prise is Livingston Sullivan, socialite 
banker. 

Because of the comparative scar- 
city of big-name theatrical figures in 
Philly, the Canteen will be operated, 
in the main, by socialites. Hostesses 
are being enlisted from among the 
personnel of business, industrial es- 
tablishments and Government offices, 
More than 500 gals have signed - 4 
thus far to act as hostesses and 
dancing partners for the visiting 
service men. 

Society girls have offered their 
ears and station wagons to transport 
actors and en ertairers to the Can- 
teen from the spots where they're 
working. 

Philadelphia nitery operators have 
volunteered virtually 100% to help ‘ 
run the canteen. One local nitery 
man will be in full charge each day 
from 2 p.m. to closing—taking care 
of kitchen, seeing the shows are run 
smoothly, etc. The kitchen will be 
manned, almost entirely, by student 
dieticians from the University of 
Pennsylvania, Temple U. and Drexel 
Institute. 

Shows from the local night clubs 
and theatres will be presented each 
day. 

It was reported yesterday (Mon.) 
that a local department store was in- 
terested in sponsoring a radio show 
from the Canteen—the proceeds to 
go toward defraying the expenses of 
the Canteen. There is talk 
about sponsoring a gala show to 
raise funds to carry on the work. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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STAGE DOOR CANTEEN’S 
‘PREVIEW’ FOR RADIO | 


we eB ee es 


| 
| 
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American Theatre Wing’s N. Y. 
Stage Door Canteen, which has 
feelers out for a commercial radie 
sponsor, will get something of an 


( ureéd?efar* audition at the opening 
{tonight (Wednesday) of the New 
Brass Rail restaurant in Brooklyn. 


Dinery is having a ‘preview’ dinner 
party at $25 a head, with the entire 
proceeds going to the Canteen, plus 
a half-hour broadcast over WMCA 
that will include Canteen luminaries. 
Canteen is guaranteed $3,000. 

Going on the air will -be Radie 
Harris, as mistress of ceremonies; 
Constance Collier and Helen Menken, 
all concerned in the founding of the 


44th street Canteen. Guest per- 
formers will be Lanny Ross, Joy 
Hodges, Sidney Guffy Fields, Red 


Buttons and Harry Salter’s orch. A 


two servicemen, will tell the story of 
the Canteen. 

Milton Blackstone, advertising 
agency head, arranged the affair 
with Miss Menken, radio director of 
the Canteen. 

American Theatre Wing’s Stage 





Door Canteen is varying and increas- 
ing its activities, with the place more 
in demand among men in uniform 
than ever. One night last week the 
(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jean Arthur. 
Louis Barbano, 
Jack Cohn. 

S. P. Eagle. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Hal Hackett. 
Oliver Hardy. 
Henry Jaffe. 
John Joseph. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Stan Laurel. 
Albert Lewin. 
David Loew. 
Tom Lewis. 
Boris Morros, 
Nate B. Spingold. 
Carl Stanton, 
John Twist. 
Robertson White. 


N.Y. to L. A. 


Bill Bacher. 

A, M. Botsford. 
Emmett Callahan. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Vinton Freedley. 
Howard Harris. 
Jerry Lawrence. 
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‘RUSH OUT PIC 











: } Spyros Skouras Brushes Off Industry 
Beefs-War Effort the Main Thing 








‘The main thing is the war effort,’ 
says Spyros Skouras, 20th Century- 
Fox president, ‘and what does it 


mean if we do lose a certain portion 
of revenue from normal shorts re- 
leases, if we must find room for the 
Victory Films. Personally I don't 
think we'll lose anything, _beca. se 
the Victory Shorts are (1) intended 
to. be commercial, otherwise they 
would have no popular audience ap- 
peal, and (2) they must perforce 
pring a certain revenue because of 
2° 
eSut there’s no mistaking Skouras’ 
commitment to the idea that what- 
ever the Government wants, the pic- 
ture business is certainly going all- 
out to do. 
Zanuck to Russia, Aussie 


Skouras is still amazed at Darryl 
Zanuck’s personal courage in flying 
via bomber to London. ‘And I know 
Darryl wants to fly to Russia, and 
China and Australia, and then home. 
Now you know that puts 10 strikes 
on you, but that’s how our produc- 
tion head feels, and if it’s OK with 
him, it’s OK with us, since what else 
matters if we lose the war?’ 

Zanuck’s welding of the British-Rus- 
sian-American ties via Signal Corps 
films to further the United Nations’ 
efforts, is but one of many current 
manifestations of the picture indus- 
try’s all-out for the war effort. 

Exhibitors and distributors are 
wrangling about ‘patriotic picture 
profiteering,’ Victory Films, and 
kindred such items. Skouras scoffs 
at these as being relatively negligible 
as compared to the common objec- 
tive, the winning of this war. 


N.Y. CENSORS-STEL- 
OUTLAW ‘THE OUTLAW’ 








fon one Mhany. Tsp 19. 
Howard Hughes’ film, ‘The Out- 

law,’ which cost $2,000,000 to make, 

is still unacceptable to the Board of 


Regents of the State of New York. 
For the second time within four 
months, that appeal body on pic- 
tures refused licenses by the mo- 
tion picture division, State educa- 
tion department, nixed ‘Outlaw.’ 

The Regents ruled that scenes and 
bits of dialog were ‘immoral, in- 
decent and tending to corrupt public 
morals,’ within the meaning of Sec- 
tion 1082 of the Education Law. The 
Board had ordered four scenes de- 
leted, but found that in the form 
presented, the picture still was not 
licensable. Hughes held various 
conferences over a period of time 
with Irwin Esmond, director of the 
board, in an effort to snip ‘The Out- 
law’ into a version which would 
meet with official approval. After 
a number of changes, the Hays of- 
fice gave it a seal. 


MORROS, EAGLE MAKE 
FOUR MORE FOR 20TH 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Boris Morros and his partner, S. P. 
Eagle, producers of ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan,’ are slated to make four more 
pictures for 20th-Fox. Deal will be 
ready for signatures when the pair 
return from New York late this 
week. 

‘Partners own ‘White Evening 
Gown’ and an untitled yarn about 
‘the Russian Marines. They are in 
the market for two more stories. 


Janet Blair as ‘Eileen’ 


: Hollywood, May 19. 

Title role in ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Co-starring Rosalind Russell and 
Brian Aherne at Columbia, goes to 
Janet Blair. In this case the name 
part is secondary to the romantic 
leads, 

Alexander Hall directs and Max 
Gordon produces. Latter also pro- 
ducing the Broadway stage version. 











> 
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And Sure Enough 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Republic beat the gun on the 
counterfeiting of war savings 
stamps in ‘Mr. Distriet Attorney,’ 
slated to roll this week. Leonard 
Fields, producer, instructed his 
writers to work the stamp- 
counterfeiting idea into the 
script a month ago. 

He was told that nothing like 
that would ever happen, but re- 
cent newspaper stories proved 
his hunch was correct. 


Bankers, Et Al 
Pleased With 56 
Pix Sets Ruling 


New $5,000 limitation on new ma- 
terials used in sets has banks which 
finance film production and some top 
industry execs sitting by with not, 
unpleased smiles on their faces, They 
feel that a pinch of this type on the 
uncontrolled spending which Holly- 
wood has come to believe is a neces- 
sity will be very useful. 

Opinion is that sets will be as good 
as ever before, as far as the public 
can tell, and they’ll be much cheaper. 
Necessity being the mother of inven- 
tion, set designers and builders are 
34, ee “wes” Show ne™ sgenuity 

the entire film industry is 

















which 
known to possess in great quantities 
but too infrequently forced to use for 
economy purposes. 

First example of the savings that 
can be effected by ingenuity bred of 
necessity wasn’t long in coming. 
Paramount last week posted a sign 
on a set of ‘Great Without Glory,’ 
detailing what had been done. Set 
was Of a Massachusetts hospital and | 
by use of cloth on wooden frames 
instead of usual materials, studio 
saved 11,000 square feet of three-ply 
veneer, 64 pounds of nails and 40 
gallons of alcohol. 





HITCHY DIRECTS FIRST 
SKIRBALL PIC FOR U 


Hollywood, May 19. 
Jack H. Skirball, recently asso- 
ciated with Frank Lloyd, has formed 
his own production unit for a series 
of features to be released through 
Universal. 
Alfred Hitchcock, borrowed from 


vr 


GOV'T URGING 
QUICK RELEASE 


U. S. Expects Patriotic Films 
Into Circulation As Soon 
As Made—Distribs Are 
Faced With Quick Prod- 
uct Rental Deals 








PUBLIC INTEREST 





Although admittedly a little early 
to tell what can be done about rush- 
ing release of distinctly patriotic 
feature productions to exhibitors in 
order to get maximum public cover- 
age, the problem of distributors be- 
ing able to hold back certain pic- 
tures with distinctly nationalistic 
appeal, when various Government 
film agencies seek swift release of 
such films, is one that is expected 
to grow in importance during the 
next few months. 

It is no particular secret that the 
Government film brasshats and other 
patriotic organizations feel that the 
release of feature productions, help- 
ful in eliminating any remaining 
complacency in the nation on an 
immediate and widespread scale, is 
practically a ‘must’ in the program 
of instilling patriotic fervor in the 
nation. Attitude represents a re- 
phrasing of the old slogan, ‘If the 
picture is worthwhile in furthering 
national spirit, it should go to all 
accounts or to a maximum number of 
exhibitors.’ In many respects this is 
like the military attitude towards 
newsreels: namely, that if the news- 
reel clip is constructive towards the 
U.S. unity, all five newsreels should 


erage idea). 

The position that there should be 
early and sweeping release of a dis- 
tinctively patriotic feature runs 
head-on into recognized distributor 
practices. The average distributor 
with a valuable story property which 
has been transformed into a box- 
office success is anxious to handle 
the releasing setup in the way which 
will bring him the greatest monetary 
return. That was true with ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ with ‘Fantasia,’ with 
‘Sgt. York’ and any number of other 
features, where the distributor early 
recognized that the public interest 
would stand tilted scales and only 
general release a year after the 
upped-admish price engagements. 
As with ‘Gone,’ the two-per-day 
showings also covered many key 
cities and represented that much ad- 
ditional velvet. 


GASOLINE HOARDING 
JAMS THEATRE MGR. 


Atlanta, May 19. 





David O. Selznick, will direct the 
first of the Skirball productions, 
still untitled. 


WB Back to Tinting 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Warners studio is resuming tinted 
features with the filming of ‘The 
Desert Song,’ first Technicolor pro- 
duction on the Burbank lot in more 
than a year. 

Most of the picture will be shot 
outdoors on location spots in Arizona 
and New Mexico where skies and 
scenery afford natural color back- 
grounds. 








Technicolor Reelects 


Technicolor, Inc., stockholders re- 
elected the four retiring directors 
for terms of three years each at the 
annual meeting held at company of- 
fices here last Monday (18). 

Directors reelected were Robert 
Cushman, George F. Lewis, John 
McHugh and Murray D. Welch. 
Lewis, vice-president of the com- 





In the first case of its kind, E. L. 
| Cooper, manager of Atlanta theatre 
| (10-15c) was fined $25 Saturday (16), 
lon charges of havir g 100 gallons of 
gasoline stored 


his theatre 


in an upper floor of 


Charges brought by Atlanta Fire 
Marshal Carter, who declared 
Cooper’s action in storin# gasoline in 
| 500-gallon drum and 10 five-gallon 
cans constituted a serious fire hazard 
to both building and patrons. 

Cooper explained he had no in- 


tention of violating gasoline ration- 


some six weeks ago ‘at a bargain 
price’ for use in his advertising cars. 
He said he had already made pro- 
visions for moving it to a garage 
when the discovery was made by a 
state investigator. 


50 Pounders at 20th 


Hollywood, May 19. 
Fifty writers, the largest number 
in more than a year, are at work 
on 39 film stories at 20th-Fox. 
Studio has been increasing its 
scripting staff since May 1, after al- 
lowing it to dwindle to 36 during 











pany, presided at the meeting. 


April. 
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Execs Recognize 


With One Eye on Priorities, H'wood 


Need for Tactful 


Handling of Temperamental Talent 





The Good Example 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Obedient to Uncle Sam’s warn- 
ing about waste in the construc- 
tion of studio sets, Paramount 
built a swank seaside back- 
ground for ‘Happy Go Lucky,’ 
using prop palm trees, old back- 
drops and other second-hand 
materials. 

Total cost, $100. 


Film Financing 
Funds Evidently 
Still Plentiful 


Contrary to expectations, demands 
on banks for financing of rapidly- 
expanding war plants hasn’t lessened 
the coin available for film produc- 


tion. Situation, in fact, is said to be 
a little easier than it was a year 
ago. 

Banks have been investing big 
chunks of coin, it is true, in the 
tremendous factories making ma- 
terials of war, but other businesses 
have meantime been dropping cred- 
its. Priorities have apparently been 
forcing a shrinkage of their ac- 

Banks prefer lending to well- 
established and reliable picture pro- 
ducers rather than to industrial 
plants because the rate of interest 
is much higher. Picture financing 
generally brings 6%, while big in- 
dustrial loans average closer to 
2%%. 


COWDIN WEST WHILE 
BLUMBERG’S IN N. Y. 























ing edict, but hd purchased the fuel | 





J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Universal, left for the Coast Monday 
(18) night for a series of huddles on 
ithe current product setup. It is re- 
|garded as a routine trip, Cowdin 
|taking advantage of the presence of 
| prexy Nate Blumberg in N. Y. to 
make the jaunt, 


John Joseph, company’s ad-pub- 
licity chief, arrived from the Coast 
last Friday (15). He came back to 
N. Y. after only about a week in 
Hollywood in order to lay plans for 
; the annual sales convention at the 
Waldorf-Astoria next month. 








‘Shumlin Directs Bette 
| In ‘Watch on Rhine’ 


Hollywood, May 19. 
Next starrer for Bette Davis at 
Warners is ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ to 


be piloted by Herman Shumlin, who | 


| produced and directed the stage ver- 
| sion on Broadway. Filming start 
}as soon as the star finishes her cur- 
| rent job in ‘Now, Voyager.’ 

Paul Lukas, Lucille Watson and 
Eric Roberts, of the stage cast, are 
slated for screen roles. 


Settle Moppet Suit 


Los Angeles, May 19. 
Suit for $23,549 against the mother 
we Virginia Weidler, moppet screen 











| contract, was settled out of court for 
}an undisclosed sum. 

Action had been filed by William 
| Meiklejohn, Inc., and MCA Artists, 
Ltd. They claimed Mrs. Weidler had 
|sought unlawfully to terminate a 
five-year contract. 


chairman of | 


player, charging breach of an agency | 





As film production for the 1942-43 
seéason swings into high this month 
and next, preparatory to the selling 
season béginning in the fall, Holly- 
wood studio heads already find 
themselves being called upon to ex- 
ercise extreme tact in handling tem- 
peramental producers and hitherto 
pampered directors not accustomed 
to spending with one eye on priority 
restrictions. The pinch of priorities 
is slowly beginning to make itself 
felt at the studios. Old planks are 
being overhauled, used nails care- 
fully straightened and stowed away 
for future set construction. 

Y. Frank Freeman's six-point plan 
for material conservation, to be out- 
lined to the Producers Association, 
is already largely in effect at most 
studios. Directors have been told to 
eliminate the double take and stop 
shooting extra sequences for their 
own protection or to satisfy ‘artistic 
vanity.’ 

But studio heads find that direc- 
tors, and writers as well, have to be 
approached diplomatically, It must 
be impressed upon them that they 
are not being circumscribed merely 
to save coin, but to save materials 
needed in the war effort. As one 
company head explained, ‘You 
mustn’t give people of this type a 
routine because they know routines. 
You’ve got to reveal the facts of life 
to them honestly. In time they will 
grow. accustomed to limitations im- 
posed by material shortages. 

‘Meantime we will continue mak- 
ing pictures. Product for the 194l- 
42 SESE. 
and, with the balance of the sched- 
ules well under way, the current 
year’s output will not be greatly af- 
fected. A large proportion of 1942- 
43 product has also been completed.’ 

In producing the balance of the 
1942-43 programs, studios anticipate 
problems due to priorities. There is 
still bewilderment among _§ studio 
heads as to just how the new $5,000 
cost ceiling on sets is to work out 
and how they will fare under the 
Production Requirements Plan un- 
der which they must apply for 
needed materials to the War Produc- 
tion Board quarterly. Priority prob- 
lems will become acute in June, 
from all accounts, but whether this 
will result in drastic curtailment of 
product next year is uncertain, al- 
though some of the majors are each 
figuring on five or six pictures less 
than last year. 

Quality will not be affected, how- 
ever, it is stressed. 


BOB SISK JOINS METRO 
IN DORE SCHARY’S UNIT 


Hollywood, May 19. 
| Robert F. Sisk checks in at Metro 
this week as a producer in the Dore 











| Schary unit. 

| He terminated his stay at Para- 
}mount after nearly a year there, 
| which followed seven years at RKO, 
| where he broke in as a producer. 


|20th-Fox’s Home-Office 
Being Given a Facelift 


In keeping with the policy-of re- 
aligning offices according to specifie 
departments and concentrating de- 
partments for better efficiency, 20th- 
Fox homeoffice has begun remodel- 
ing of its main office building, 56th 
and 10th avenue, with reshuffling of 
the sixth floor. On this level, which 
contains much of sales department, 
new suites are being built to provide 
offices according to division man- 
agers. Each manager will have his 
own secretary in his own office in- 
stead of in a central pool 

After the sixth floor has been 
streamlined, other floors in the 
structure will be similarly realigned, 
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Par's $30,000,000 Film Inventory: 


Sets $25,000,000 Budget for “42-43 





Paramount, with its tremendous 
backlog of product, including com- 
pleted films which will not be re- 
leased until 1942-43, has the lofty 
total of $30,000,000 tied up in film in- 
ventory. This includes properties 
released since the start of the cur- 
rent (1941-42) season Sept. 1, as well 
as the product that is in the can. Un- 
derstood this high film inventory 
represents around $10,000,000 more 
than the company had invested at 
this time last year on releases and 
finished film. 

With plans laid to release only 36 
features, plus six westerns, during 
the coming 1942-43 semester, it is 
estimated that the budget to cover 
will run somewhere between 
$25,000,000 and $27,000,000, barring 
unforseen difficulties. This will 
represent from 10 to 15% more in 
negative costs than occurs for the 
1941-42 season when only 37 fea- 
tures, plus six westerns, are sent on re- 
lease. This increase is caused mainly 
by labor and materials rather than 
by the outlay required for producers, 
directors, stars, writers, etc. 

Before he left for the Coast Friday 
(15), Y. Frank Freeman, vice-presi- 
dent over production, -stated that 
even if the company went back to 
making over. this year’s ('42-’43) 
program the cost would still run be- 
tween 10 and 15%. 


13 Pix in the Cans 


In a particularly excellent posi- 
tion with respect to the 1942-43 sea- 
son, Paramount already has 13 pic- 
tures in the cans that will not be sent 
on release until the new film year 
begins, while in production at the 
moment are seven additional pic- 
tures. Since Par will release only 42 
features, including the westerns, this 
represents nearly one-half of the 
season’s requirements. 

A vast majority of the films will 
be pointed in production as A’s. 
Planned are six in color and about 
one-quarter of the program will be 
musicals or stories and comedies 
which will have some music in them. 
Under a new contract with the Bill 
Pine-Bill Thomas unit, a total Of six 
is expected. These will be among | 
thea ah 

Freeman expressed the opinion 
that priorities, set ceilings, loss of 
manpower due to the war and other 
factors will not only influence Par 
in the production of fewer pictures, 
but will gradually become manifest 
among all studios. However, he in- 
dicated that the $5,000 set on ceil- 
ings, affecting only defense material 
but not relating to lumber, carpets, 
drapes and other essentials, would 
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to Morocco,’ ‘Wildcat,’ ‘Wrecking 
Crew,’ ‘American Empire,’ and ‘Un- 
dercover Man.’ Those before the 
cameras are ‘Major and Minor,’ 
‘Great Without Glory,’ ‘I Married a 
Witch,’ “Wake Island,’ ‘Happy Go 
Lucky,’ ‘Lady Bodyguard’ and ‘Silver 
Queen.’ 

Par has agreed to make four shorts 
based on Lowell Mellett ideas but 
it isn’t set whether they'll be turned 
out at the studio or in the east. 

While complaints in exhibition 
quarters have been raised on the 
ground that the producers, charging 
rentals for the shorts, are benefiting 
from Government assistance and 
patriotism, Freeman stated no official 
protest had been lodged with the 
Producers Assn. and that the studios 
complied with requests to make the 
shorts as a duty and without regard 
to profit. It is up to the exhibs to 
accept them in the same light and 
try to make the proper deals with 
distributors. Par’s studio head also 
pointed out that the producers are 
making the shorts from an entertain 
ment rather than factual standpoint 
and the public will be the final ar- 
biter. 


20th-Fox’s 1st Quarter 
Net of $841,561 More 
Than Double of 1941 


Consolidated net profit of 20th-Fox 
for the first quarter of 1942, ended 
last March 28, was $841,561, or more 
than double the net profit in the first 
quarter of last year. Company’s net 
profit in the 1941 first quarter totaled 
$404,089. The net profit for this ini- 
tial quarter this year is equal to 28c 
on the common as against only 3c 
in the first quarter of 1941. 

The corporation was able to show 
this vast improvement in profit de- 
spite $1,100,000 written off as reserve 
for foreign assets. Gross income from 
all sources totaled $13,796,112. 20th- 
Fox set aside $650,000 as provision 
for, federalincgme taxes, but did not 
consider self liable for excess profits 
tax on earnings in the period. 

Regular quarterly dividend of 3742c 
per share was declared on the pre- 
ferred last Thursday (14) at the 
meeting of 20th-Fox directors. This 
maintains the regular $1.50 annual 
rate on the stock. Divvy is payable 
June 30 to stockholders of record at 
close of business, June 15. 


20th-Fox Earnings 1935-42 











not cause any hardship except so far 


as about 25% of the product is con- | 


cerned. 

All studios for six months have 
been working on _ substitute ma- 
terials, while at present the reserve 
supply of essentials such as copper, 
steel, etc., would last from two to 
four months roughly. 
is a question what will have to be 
done, but the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers, of which he is 
head, is planning an elaborate con- 
servation program as a means of ef- 
fecting savings in every possible 
way. 

No Fast Rule 

No fast rule has as yet been laid 
down with regard to takes or re- 
takes, but studios have been en- 
couraging producers and directors 
to make ’em fewer. In this respect 
they have voluntarily met the situa- 
tion, with the result so far that the 
reduction in takes has amounted to 
between 20 and 25%, Freeman as- 
serted. 

Highest-priced picture on the ’42- 
43 schedule for Par will be ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls,’ which has 
been budgeted at $2,650,000. Studio 
hopes to bring it in 
This is pointed as a special for single 
selling, as are ‘Rurales’ (DeMille), 
‘Lady in the Dark’ and ‘Let’s Face 
It.’ Par had discussed holding ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ for 1942-43 release, but now 
has decided to deliver it for this sea- 
son’s schedule. It will either go in 
the final (seventh) block of the com- 
pany or be marketed singly. An 
extra feature this year, over and 
above the 37 to be delivered, may be 
‘Hatters Castle,’ which was produced 
in England and will be tested in Can- 
ada by Par with a view to determin- 
ing its chances in this country. 

Mellett Cues Shorts 

The 13 pictures already in the cans 
for °42-42 release are ‘Palm Beach 
Story,’ ‘Street of Chance,’ ‘My Heart 

Belongs to Daddy,’ ‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
the Cabbage Patch,’ ‘Henry Aldrich, 


After that it| 


at $2,500,000. | 


Net profit except as noted (*) deficit. 


SUG s bc eoescusacssresesess $3,090,135 
1. eee ene epves ecce 7,922,955 
| 1937... ceeeeeeeeeeseceeees 8,617,114 

| ere heb ne ees 7,252,467 
LIDGE. cvoseetocsccdsovcsegs 4,663,009 
11940... cecccrccccccccscces *517,336 | 

| UEP eae Geren einen 4,921,926 

(1941 by Quarters) 
First Second Third Fourth 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


$404,089 $457,189 $687,886 $3,372,762 
(1942 by Quarters) 


First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
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JERRY LESTER’S FILM; 
ALSO IN ABBOTT SHO 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Jerry Lester, playing Stanley here 
jlast week, said he would 
p.a. tour in another 10 days and 
|then return to Coast to discuss pic- 








|ture deal. Comic has made only one 
previous film, ‘Sleepytime Gal,’ for 
Rep. 

Lester said film work, if deal 


goes through, won’t interfere with 
his Broadway appearance for George 
Abbott next season in ‘Beat the 
Band,’ in which he’ll play a char- 
acter said to be based on Artie Shaw. 
He’s also working on an idea for a 
radio show for himself in the fall. 





In DeCoureville Picture 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Deal for Jerry Lester to star in a 
comedy to be produced by Albert 
DeCoureville for United Artists re- 
lease is being worked out by James 
Saphier. Both Lester and DeCoure- 
ville are expected here next week 
to discuss it further. Nothing is 
signed yet, 





Editor,’ ‘The Glass Key,’ ‘Forest 
Rangers,’ ‘Priorities of 1942," ‘Road 


It would be a one-picture pact, 
with options. 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Cedric Gibbons renewed as chief 
of Metro’s art department. 

Jack Briggs’ actor option lifted by 
RKO. 

Joan Davis inked two-picture pact 
with Columbia. 

Sonia Levien drew scripter con- 
tract at Columbia. 

Lewis Allen’s director option lifted 
by Paramount. 

Edgar Kennedy's contract renewed 
for 14th year by RKO. _ 

Frances Marie Burke, ice skater, 
drew player contract at Paramount. 

Trudy Marshall’s stock player op- 
tion lifted by 20th-Fox. 

Richard Carlson inked player pact 
at Metro. 

Sig Froelich’s stock player con- 
tract renewed by Metro. 

George Sidney’s director option 
picked up by Metro. 

Franchot Tone signed four-picture 
contract at Paramount covering two 
years, 

Roy” William Neill inked two- 
picture directing pact at Universal. 


Opposition Exhib’s Kin 
Ejected, Right to Oust 
From Theatre Sustained 


Minneapolis, May 19. 

In district court, Judge Albin Pear- 
son has upheld the right of a theatre 
to refuse admission to or eject any 
patron deemed undesirable for any 
reason whatsoever or for no valid 
reason. His ruling came in the $20,- 
000 damage suit brought by Florence 
Ratner against Mrs. J. L. Pensen, 
owner of the White Bear, Minn., 
Avalon theatre. 

Mrs. Jensen admitted that she had 
instructed her usher to inform Miss 
Ratner, a sister of the owner of an 
invading opposition house, to leave” 
the theatre to which she had gained 
admission unknown to the owner. 
She denied, however, that the usher 
had dragged Miss Ratner out by her 
| hair and injured her, as alleged. 

The judge instructed the jury that 
the sole question to be determined 
was whether the plaintiff had’ been 
forcibly ejected and injured. After 
a few minutes’ consideration the 
jury returned a verdict in the de- 
fendant’s favor. 

There has been hard feeling and 
strife between the Jensen interests 
and the Ratners ever since they built 
an opposition theatre. 


METRO TEES OFF 4-DAY 
SALES MEET IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 19. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer yesterday 
(18) started a four-day special meet- 
ing of district and divisional sales 
heads. William Rodgers topped a 
| group of 19 men in from all parts of 
the country to discuss general sales 
conditions and problems under the 
new war. situation. 

In are E. W. Aaron, assistant to 
Rodgers; R. Berger, Washington; B. 




















Bishop, Jr., Kansas City; J. J. 
Bowen, New York; J. P. Byrne, 
Denver; A. F. Cummings, home 


office; T. Dillard, Jr., of legal de- 
partment; J. E. Fiynn, division chief; 
G. Hickey, Los Angeles; C. E. Kess- 





wind up| 


nich, Atlanta; E. Lee, of legal de- 
| partment; R. Lynch, Philadelphia; 
|J. J. Maloney, Pittsburgh; E. K. 
O’Shea, New York; H. M. Richey, as- 
sistant to Rodgers; E. M. Saunders, 
| New York division sales; M. N. Wolf, 
|Boston and H. P. Wolfberg, St. 
Louis. 

Rodgers has also invited in special 


exhibitor leaders to discuss, in 
{roundtable forum, the problems 
|facing the small exhibitors, both 


|subsequent run and those who are 
| located in small towns which have 
|been especially affected by gas 
rationing, draft, and other war con- 
ditions. 

Exhibitor leaders here are Jack 
Kirsch of Allied, Ed Kuykendahl of 
MPTOA, John Rugar of Interstate 
and Hugh Bruin of the Pacific Coast 
Conference. 





From Coney to Rockies 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Shift in the 20th-Fox production 
schedule moves Irving Cummings 
into the director chore on ‘Spring- 
time in the Rockies’ instead of 
‘Coney Island,’ as originally de- 
signed, 

Script on ‘Coney’ needs consider- 
able writing while the ‘Springtime’ 





screen play is ready to start June 8. 





U.S. Vs. Schine Accord Seen As 
Break for Griffith and Crescent Suits 





Short Aides Dunphy 


Dallas, May 19. 

Paul Short, National Screen Serv- 
ice southern division manager, goes 
to Washington, May 25, as executive 
assistant to Chris Dunphy, WPB 
theatre and entertainment head. 

Short will work with 16,000 houses 
throughout country. 


Indie Producers Have 
No Inventories To 


Offset $5,000 Order 


New Government order limiting 
sets to $5,000 in new material has 
indie producers in a dither. They 
have no inventories of old material, 
or at best very small quantities, to 
fall back on. United Artisis, the 
largest single collection of indies, 
hustled v.p. Arthur Kelly to’ the 
Coast from New York last week to 
get a line on the situation. 


Kelly returned to New York late 
in the week, reporting the prospects 
grave, but not beyond solution. 
Major hope, he said, must be that 
the indies can participate in the 
pooling arrangement which it is ex- 
pected will be made by the major 
studios. If there’s no pooling, they 
will have to depend on borrowing 
materials directly from individual 
companies. 

In the event the major studios are 
found to be uncooperative, UA will 
make an appeal directly to the Gov- 
ernment in behalf of its producers. 
It will seek pressure from Washing- 
ton to force the loan of materials, 
as it was apparently assumed in the 
War Productions Board order that 
there would be cooperation among 
the film-makers, 

Most UA producers rent studio 
space as they ‘need it. This gives 
them the privilege.of using. mater- 
ials that the rental studios have on 
hand, but it usually consists only 
of very rudimentary equipment. A 
few of the producers, like Charles 
Chaplin, who have been making 
pictures for years, have a fair back- 
log of materials, although it is noth- 
ing like the amount necessary or 
held by companies which make 50 
or so pictures a year, as against one 
or two, 











Pooling on Coast 
Major producers in Hollywood en- 
tered into preliminary discussions 
following the outbreak of war last 
December for a pooling plan where- 
by studio facilities and possibly some 
players would be made available in 


v 


\ferred runs, 





case of bombings to those companies | 


affected. 

No studio set material shortage 
was foreseen at the time, but talks 
were of a general nature so that 
pooling of facilities in any emer- 
gency due to the war, including the 
current Government $5,000 ceiling, 
could well be included. 

Most of the studios, from accounts, 
would be glad to cooperate as, under 
current conditions, there is no telling 
when one or the other may be 
obliged to resort to pooling of some 
resources. 





| WPB PUTS MORE CHILL 
ON AIRCONDITIONERS 


| exhibitor. 





Washington, May 19. 
Personal comfort being non-essen- 


air-conditioning installations in the- 
atres, restaurants, hotels and similar 
establishments will be allowed under 
regulations of the War Production 
Board. Long-expected lid slamming 
occurred Friday (15) with issuance 
of an order forbidding new installa- 
tions except to meet war and ‘essen- 
tial’ civilian requirements. 

The WPB was specific in saying 
theatres and other places of amuse- 
ment or diversion must struggle 
along for the duration with the 
equipment now available. Even 
bars and taverns will be affected, as 
the regulation includes beer coolers, 


soda fountains, and other beverage 
chillers. 











Settlement of the U. S. anti-trust 
suit against the Schine Bros., looked 
upon as a favorable turn of events 
for the circuit despite the restric. 
tions imposed, is regarded as » pos- 
sible precursor of similar action 
with respect to the cases pending 
against two other large independent 
chains, the Griffith and Crescent 
chains. Since the U. S. first filed 
against Schine, later on suing Grif. 
fith and Crescent, it was recently 
agreed that the Schine action would 
be disposed of ahead of the others, 

Under the court order entered in 
Buffalo yesterday (Tues.), settling 
the U. S. suit through what amountg 
to holding it in abeyance, the Goy. 
ernment trial is postponed for two 
years. Assumption in the trade ig 
that this was done to see if Schine 
lives up to other provisions of the 


}agreement reached by his attorneys 


with Robert L. Wright, special as- 
sistant to.the U. 8. attorney general, 
These provisions are that the Schine 
circuit dispose of 15 theatres which 
it had acquired since the Govern- 
ment began its action; that they be 
sold back to former owners or to 
other independent operators now 
having less than 15 houses; and that 
all franchises Schine has with dis- 
tributors be voided as of June 19. 
Additionally the Schine circuit must 
buy all picture product on a com- 
petitive basis and is enjoined from 
acquiring any further theatres with- 
out Government consent. 


Distribs 


Although the U. S. suit brought 
against Schine in August, 1939, also 
named major distributors as defend- 
ants, the distribs are not involved in 
the settlement, according to at- 
torneys, nor does it have any bear- 
ing on the consent decree under 
which five large companies operate. 

When the Government bore down 
on the Schine Bros., the circuit was 
operating 165 theatres in New York 
state, Ohio, Kentucky, Delaware, 
Maryland and Canada. Suit charged 
a monopoly had existed over a 
period of 10 years. Charges included 
monopolization of first runs and pre- 
contracting for more 
features than the circuit could use, 
demands for unreasonable clearance, 
control of film rentals, keeping thea- 
tres closed in towns or opening new 
ones against opposition exhibitors, 
acquiring houses where competition 
developed and interfering with the 
financial, contractual and real estate 
policies of various distributors. Suit 
asked that these practices be 
abolished and that the Schine circuit 
be dissolved, with a receiver ap- 
pointed by the courts to supervise 
divestiture of the theatre interests. 

J. Meyer and Louis Schine head 
the circuit bearing their name, with 
headquarters maintained at Glovers- 
ville, N. Y. 


Moves to Dismiss 
$750,000 Trust Suit 


Philadelphia, May 19. 

Arguments on the motion to dis- 
miss the $750,000 damage suit filed by 
H. J. Schad, Reading (Pa.) exhib 
versus Warners, 20th-Fox and 
Wilmer & Vincent, began yesterday 
(Monday) in U. S. District Court and 
continued today. The Judge re- 
served decision. Attorneys for the 
defendants who submitted briefs in 
the case claimed that Schad had 
failed to make out a bona fide case 
against WB, 20th and W&V, in which 
they are accused of conspiring to 
harm the Schad interests. 

The damages asked are the largest 
in anti-trust suits filed here by an 


Par Moppet Serves As 


tial to the war program, no more | 


Greeter for Regional Meet 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 

Carolyn Lee, Par moppet, came on 
from her home in Martins Ferry, 
W. Va., to act as official welcomer 
for company’s delegates attending 
two-day regional convention here at 
William Penn Hotel over weekend. 
Attending wr re branch managers and 
exchanges staffs from Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Detroit and Indianapolis. 

Here to address the delegrates 
were following home office execs: 
Adolph Zukor, Neil Agnew, J. 4. 
Unger, Charles M. Reagan, Robert 
Gillham, Oscar A. Morgan, J. 
Walsh and district managers Harry 
Goldstein and E. W. Sweigert. 
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Shorts’ Real Money Future Depends 
On Possibility of Kayoing Dualism 


+ 





—_——— —_---——- 


Only current chance for shorts to 
improve their status in 1942-43 sales 
plans now is regarded as being 
linked to the possibility that wartime 
restrictions may bring a gradual if 
not outright official curbing of ‘B’ 
features. If producers find it increas- 
ingly difficult to turn out a minor 
feature and get their money back, 
dualism is bound to suffer. 

Salesmen adrnit that there’s little 
chance of getting good money for 
shorts under the present setup. But 
if a strong market is created for 
these shorter pictures, it would be 
possibie to put $30,000 to $75,000 into 
a short and realize profits. Concur- 
rent with this, salesmen would be 
able to sell the shorts on their merit 
—and get good terms. 

Currently shorts continue largely 
as the ‘stepchild’ of the film business. 
They are sluffed off, get no real 
rental coin for the distributor and, 
even salesmen admit, still continue 
to figure as a bargaining point in 
swinging a feature product deal. 

E. W. Hammons, veteran shorts 
producer and distributor, is con- 
vinced that the dual picture pro- 
gram is on the way out and that the 
short is coming back. One of the 
principal reasons he lists for the ex- 
pected upsurge in shorts’ popularity 
is the present war economic situa- 


tion, with priorities cutting down 
raw materials that go into making 
pictures. 


His other reasons include (1) that 
double-features waste a great deal 
of time, which is a pre-requisite ele- 
ment in the war emergency, (2) 
general public disfavor of duals, (3) 
shorts as training ground for young 
actors and directors both badly 
needed by the industry, and (4) 
growing list of propaganda shorts 
being released by the Government 
to edticate a nation at war. 


SWG Moves on Indies 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Screen Writers Guild is moving 
into the independent field after 
establishing a seven-year agreement 
with the major studios. 

Survey of writers’ working condi- 
tions and salaries among the indie, 
shorts an@ commercial reelers is 
being made by a SWG committee 
composed of Sheridan Gibney, 











Charles Brackett and Claude Binyon. 


Call of Adventure 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Hollywood screen writers, still 
young and sturdy enough to en- 
dure the rigors of foreign travel 
in war times, are offering their 
services to magazines and news- 
paper syndicates as field corre- 
spondents in the  beiligerent 
areas. 

At least 35 high-salaried film 
scripters have applied for war 
correspondent jobs in the last 
two weeks, even though it means 
a heavy slash in salaries. 


WARNERS DUNK 
DUALERS IN L. A. 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Warners’ Hollywood and Down- 
town theatres will operate on a 
straight single bill policy for first 
run showings of Warner product re- 
gardless of dualing by competing 
first runs in the downtown and Hol- 
lywood districts. 

Decision was reached by Lou 
Halper, head of Warners’ Coast di- 
vision, following survey of grosses 
rolled up in the two key houses 
with single attractions during the 
past eight months. The soloing pol- 
icy allows for shorter running time 
and greater turnover on the week- 
ends, when trade is heavy in all 
first runs, and has resulted in ex- 
ceptional weekend grosses for single 
feature bookings. Houses are current- 
ly singling ‘In This Our Life,’ and 
have lined up ‘Juke Girl,’ ‘Big Shot,’ 
‘Gay Sisters,” ‘Shadows of the 
Eagle,’ ‘Across the Pacific’ and ‘Ser- 
‘geani York.’ ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
opens at the two houses in Au- 
gust. All pictures will be aimed 
for extended playing time if open- 
ing grosses justify. 


Move Over for John 


Hollywood, May 19. 
John Sheppard soars to stardom 
at 20th-Fox in the forthcoming 
‘Loves of Edgar Allan Poe,’ drawing 
equal billing with Linda Darnell. 
Contracted a year ago, Sheppard 
has been built up in five featured 
roles. 























Exhibs Relieved of 


Bond Sales; ; Treasury Cooperates 


Problem of financing war bond 
sales in theatres by independent ex- 
hibitors, which for a time threatened 


to stymie efforts of the film indus- 
try’s War Bond Committee to enlist 
Support of small operators in the 
bond and stamp selling drive, begin- 
ning May 30, has reportedly been 
ironed out in cooperation with the 
U. S. Treasury. Understanding is 
that theatres may accept signed 
pledges from theatre patrons instead 
of cash or checks. Pledges will then 
be turned over to the Government, 
to be followed through on collections. 

Until this ruling was obtained from 
the Treasury Department, exhibs un- 
derstood that they would be obliged 
to finance the bond sales, either by 
advance payments or by accepting 
responsibility. While this represent- 
ed a hurdle even for the chains, wit’: 
a $100,000,000 war bond sales objec- 
tive for the coming year, thousands 
of independent theatre operators 
found it virtually beyond their means 
to undertake. 

During World War I, theatres also 
accepted pledges in the Victory Bond 
campaign, with percentage of renegs 
reported small. 





War stamp selling presents rela- 


Financing War 


tively no financial problem, as thea- 
tre operators can cash in on their 





stamps at the bank several 
daily if necessary. The circuits will 
merely increase the amount of the 


times | 


petty cash in their theatres. 


Physical handling of the stamp| 
sales in theatres will entail use of | 
additional help and installation of 
checking systems, though not as elab- 
orate as would have been necessary 
if theatres were handling large cash 
and cheque transactions for bonds. 

Meantime, the Treasury has an- 
nounced that it disapproves the use 
of War Bonds or Stamps as prizes or 
rewards in lotteries or for punch- 
board prizes, pinball games or other 
‘games of chance where an element 
of personal profit is involved.’ There 
is no objection to use of Bonds or 
Stamps in contests of skill or knowl- 
edge, such as quizzes, and slogan 
contests not directly connected with 
retail sales and merchandizing. 

The Treasury has also expressed | 
its disapproval of the use of War} 
Bonds or Stamps as premiums, 
counts or gifts in connection 
retail sales. 
to be in the public interest and not a | 
question of the legality of the games 
or other practices. 





with | 


ltaxes at $222,589. 


| ry Lowenstein, 
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BUT PRIORITIES 


MAY CURB DUALS 


——— 


Gradual Shift, Caused By 
Shortage of Materials and 
Manpower, Coal, Etc., 
Rather Than Direct Govt. 
Edict, However, May 
Force Cutting Down on 
Number of Pictures 





ALL-ROUND SAVING 





Fears that the War Production 
Board may clamp down suddenly 
with an arbitrary order forcing pic- 
ture houses into a single bill policy, 
based on views expressed by mem- 
bers of several WPB divisions that 
the film industry is no more essen- 
tial than many others, are being dis- 
counted in some industry quarters 
as ‘premature’ though possible, Sin- 
gle billing is regarded as a strong 
possibility eventually but majority 
view within the industry is that, 
barring unfavorable developments, 
this will be accomplished indirectly 
via priority restrictions, labor short- 
ages, coal and transportation prob- 
lems, dearth of talent, rather than 
by Government edict. 

Some talk also that a move to 
freeze theatres to a single bill pro- 
gram might be accompanied with an 
order limiting theatres to the same 
number of performances daily as 
prior to the announcement of the 
regulation. By this means theatre 
operations would be limited to 
around six or seven instead of 10 
hours daily, with houses shuttering 
during part of the day. 

Possibility that fuel shortages may 
result in closing theatres one day 
weekly, as in last war, has also fig- 
ured in exhibitor calculations. 


Allied Asks ASCAP $ 


Co-op on Fees for Those 
Hit by Shifting Populace 


Delegation from the Allied States 
Association met with ASCAP of- 
ficials yesterday (Tuesday) to scout 
the question of devising a redis- 
tribution of performing rights fee 
for small town theatres in light of 
the circumstance that war produc- 
tion has in some areas caused large 
shifts of population from towns and 
villages to large cities. The Allied 
States group pointed out that this 
population movement has cut deeply 
into their revenue and that they 
have already requested distributors 
to make similar adjustments in ren- 
tals. ASCAP’s spokesmen promised 
to make a study of the problem and 
advise the association in the near 
future whether it could suggest a 
workable solution. 

The Allied contingent, which con- 
sisted of H. A. Cole, chairman; Har- 
president of Allied of 
New Jersey, and Sidney Samuelson, 
general manager of Allied of East- 
ern Pennsylvania, made it clear that 
they were not interested in doing 

(Continued on page 25) 





Consolidated Down 





Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
net profit, after taxes and all charges 
declined more than $20,000 in the 
first quarter this year as compared 
with the intial three months of 1941. 


| Report made last Friday (15) showed 


net earnings of $153,586, after de- 
ducting estimated federal normal and 


Film Counsel Drafting UMPI Plan 
So D. J. May Take Proper Steps: 
Conciliation Not OK'd by Par, WB 





Hooked by Sol 


Holiywood, May 19. 

Leon Errol was so busy hook- 
ing fish in the Catalina channel 
that he paid no heed to a va- 
grant zephyr that hooked his 
hat, leaving his dome in a state 
of nudity. The California sun 
picked that particular time to 
live up to its chamber-of-com- 
merce publicity. Leon hasn’t had 





He has been too busy taking hos- 
pital treatments for the sunkist 
blisters on his skull. 

A hairless redhead. 


THEATRE MEN 
IN THE MIDDLE 


Buffalo, May 19. 

Buffalo and Rochester theatre men 
are learning what it is like to give 
till it hurts, and what full participa- 
tion in charitable and war ef- 
forts really involves. Conflict in 
both cities of national Army and 
Navy Relief and local Community 
Chest drives had showmen out on a 
limb. With theatres participating 
fully in both charitable efforts, man- 
agements were confronted with the 
prospect of a double solicitation of 
patrons in a single week. 


In Buffalo, the conflict was ironed 
out by¥ arrangemont. for terminetien 
of the Community drive after the 
start of A & N Relief. At Rochester, 
however, it was necessary for the 
theatres to obtain permission from 
New York to postpone the A & N 
Relief for a week until after close 
of the local Community contribution 
effort, with the move entailing the 
prospect for theatre operators of 
two weeks of continuous solicita- 
tion of patrons, 

















More Oats in the Bin 


Hollywood, May 19. 
Roy Rogers, buckaroo star at Re- 


public, had his old contract, which 
had three years to run, scrapped for 
a new document with the pay 
hoisted. 


Old pact calls for two mcre west- 
erns on the 1941-42 program, first 
of which is ‘Sons of the Pioneers,’ 
starting this week. 


vr 





Attorneys for the five decree dis- 
tributors will immediately start the 
drafting of the United Motion Pic- 
ture Ihdustry plan so that it may go 
to the Department of Justice in 
legal and final form. Estimated that 
the completed draft should be in the 
hands of the D. of J. within two 
weeks. with procedure after that in 
all probability. being submission of 
it by the D. of J. representatives to 
Judge Henry W. Goddard of the 
Federal court, in New York, who 
signed the consent decree. 

The rough draft of the UMPI plan, 
embracing a new sales system (its 
most important feature), policy with 
regard to forcing of shorts and con- 
ciliation machinery, has already been 
presented to Robert L. Wright of the 
D. of J. by a committee of exhib 
leaders who are members of the 
UMPI subcommittee, including Ed 
Kuykendall, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America; 
Col. H. A. Cole, Allied States Assn. 
director; Robert White, director of 
the Pacific Coast Conference of In- 
dependent Theatre Owners; and 
Harry Brandt, president of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners Assn. of 
New York. 


No Recommendations 

While the selling in blocks-of-12, 
forcing of shorts and conciliation are 
embodied in the plan after weeks of 
negotiation between distributors and 
exhibitors, UMPI made no recom- 
mendations with respect to a sub- 
stitute arbitration plan. 

In the UMPI report the following 
was submitted to Washington for 
advice of the D. of J.: 

‘The exhibitors submitted numer- 
ous suggestions with respect to the 
scope of the controversies to be 
arbitrated under the consent decree, 
and with respect to the procedure 
and. rylee: of arbitration. - Beas. of 
these suggestions were discussed, 
others were not reached for discus- 
sion. however, are 
still under consideration and it is 
possible that others may be sub- 
mitted.’ 

Conciliation, as worked out along 
with the selling plan some time back, 
is supplemental to arbitration rather 
than a substitute. Under it, recourse 
to conciliation by an exhib or dis- 
trib is without prejudice to any 
rights they may have under the 
decree, 


Re: Disagreements 

Territorial disagreements of a sub- 
stantial nature may be referred to 
the UMPI, through which a Fact 
Finding Committee would be ap- 
pointed outside of the territory to 
make a full investigation of the case 
for report back to the general com- 
mittee of UMPI. This fact-finding 
group would consist of an indepen- 
dent exhibitor representative, a dis- 
| trib rep and a circuit theatre opera- 
(Continued on page 25) 














surtax of $69,002, as against $174,380 
before surtax on undistributed | 


|in comparable quarter last year 


Company lists its earnings as equal | 


dis-| to 38c on each preferred share in| 


the first quarter as compared with 


This move was stated | 43c on the same shares in 1941. Con- 


solidated figured its net earnings be-| 
fore deducting for Federal income} 


Arch Bowles Name 





d Operating Head 


Of Fox-W.C.; Skouras Sets NT Execs 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Arch Bowles, Fox West 
northern division menager for past | 
15 years, has been elevated to the | 
post of operating head of the circuit. 
George Bowser has been named dis- 
trict supervisor of the southern di- | 
vision and B., V. Sturdivant assumes | 
charge of the northern division. Dan 
Michalove will be Charles Skouras’ 
personal representative in New | 
York. 

In announcing the appointments, 
Skouras, recently named head of 
National Theatres, said that a sepa- | 
rate organization would be main- | 
tained for NT and he would give | 
full time to conduct its affairs. 
Skouras’ NT executive staf’ includes 
Charles Buckley, legal counsel for 





'F-WC; Harry Cox, NT treasurer; Ed 


| Zabel, 
Coast | executive assistant to Skouras, 
| George Manker Watters 


film buyer; Andy Krappman, 
and 
Latter was 
moved up to head of NT press ac- 
tivities, after handling local publicity 
for Fox West Coast. 

Promotions to drstrict managers 
were handed out to Stan Brown, 
Terry McDaniel, Bill Tedford, Spen- 
cer Leve and Dave Ross, who are to 
take over supervision of the Los 
Angeles district. Theatre managers 
given advanced assignments are 
Dick Smith, John Klee, Alfred Mc- 
Neil, Lou Harris. 

It is understood that Buckley will 
| continue as close advisor to Skouras 
in National operations. Realignment 
of personnel expected to reach into 
other departments with other pro- 
motions to be passed out. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 20, 1942 





I MARRIED AN ANGEL | 


(WITH SONGS) 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Hunt 
Stromberg production. Stars Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Nelson Eddy; features E. E. Hor- 
ton, Rinnie Barnes, Reginald Owen, Doug- 
lass Dumbrille, Mona Maris. Directed by 
Major W. S. Van Dyke II. Screenplay by 
Anita Loos, based on musical adaptation by 
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart of play 
by Vaszary IJnance: songs by Rodgers and 
Hart: added tyrics, Bob Wright and Chet 
Forrest; camera, Ray June; editor, Conrad 


MEET THE STEWARTS 


Hollywood, May 15. 


Columbia release of Robert Sparks pro- 
duction. Stars William Holden, Frances 
Dee. Directed by Alfred E. Green, Screen- 
play by Karen DeWolf, based on story by 
Elizabeth Dunn; camera, Henry Freulich; 
editor, Al Clark; asst, director, Abby Ber- 
lin. Previewed at Pantages, May 14, °42. 
Running time, 72 MINS, 


Michae) . Stewart... .ccccece William Holden 
Candace Goodwin..........6--: Frances Dee 
te ey rere Grant Mitchell 
Mrs. Goodwin........e....Marjorie Cateson 
Geraldine Stewart.............Anne Revere 
TOM QrORGs 06 c cevdaccccessccce Roger Clark 
Jolin Goodwim. ..ccccccses Danny Mummert 
Pe i ey Ann Gillis 
Wilametta....cccecces: Margaret Hamilton 
SOR) DOriPGP tak oc cence cewoecenss Don Beddoe 
Pe, Ges so chestebuee twas Mary Gordon 


Moving Men...Edward Gargan, Tom Dugan 








A. Nervie. Tradeshown in N. Y., May 14, 
*42. Running time, 83 MINS, 

era eS OR Ps Jeanette MacDonald 
Briggitta {°° Rs ps 
Count Palaffi..ceeseseeerreees .Nelson Fildy 
Peter.ce....+seeees .Edward Everett Horton 
PORRY.. 2... eccceescceeresers Binnie Barnes 
"Whiskers .....-ceecerresees Reginald Ow en 
Baron Szigethy....-++-- Douglass Dumbrille 
RERUN. o's o0ee68 sotnci te deasneneee Maris 
Bull. .cccccccccccccscesacesserees Janis c arter 
TON. coccccccesscsssetescsess .-Inez_ Cooper 
Zinski.ccccccccesesece Socece Leonid Kinskey 
POU Y. oe cccceccceresererreres Anne Joeffrers | 
DET odes nas tivesstenent-4 Marion Rosamond | 


' 
} 





The click Broadway musical | 
emerges on the screen as a slow-| 
moving, poorly-acted, expesive pro- 
duction. Its two stars, Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Nelson Eddy, will have 
to shoulder the burden of the b.o. 
pull. 

This was the last Metro production 
by Hunt Stromberg, who recently re- 
signed from the studio, and he gave 
it costly mounting but little enter- 
tainment. Picture’s running time is 
83 minutes and runs up the amazing 
record of an ‘A’ production hav- 
ing little happen for at least 70 
minutes of that time. That’s the 
long-drawnout dream _ sequence, 
in which Nelson Eddy gives a most 
wooden performance. His histrionic 
shortcomings here, in fact, work the 
greatest handicap on Miss MacDon- 
ald. There are momenis when the 
femme star appears to be tran- 
scending the dull script, but then 
come those joint scenes with Eddy 
and she’s bogged down. Their sing- 
ing, of course, is standard, but con- 
stant repetition of ‘I Married an 
Angel’ palls. , 

Eddy, as a dashing, drinking play- 
boy Budapest banker, doesn’t quite 


look the type. 
Screenwriter Anita Loos might 


have saved the picture by satirizing 
the dream sequence in broad strokes; 
instead, most of it is played serious- 
ly, but will draw a few laughs, any- 
how—of the embarrassing kind. Di- 
rection by Major W. S. Van Dyke II 
is slow-footed, and the characteriza- 
tions are virtually inanimate. 

Miss MacDonald, handicapped by 
the role of an angel, is somewhat re- 
deemed towards the finish when, in 
the same dream sequence, her morals 
are painted more loosely and she 
takes on a temporary fast personal- 
ity. Binnie Barnes gives her some 
lessons on how to get a flirtatious 
twinkle in her eyes and walk, with 
this scene also affording the red- 
headed star a slight dancing oppor- 
tunity, and Miss MacDonald goes on 


‘Meet the Stewarts’ is a smartly 
sparkling marital comedy, parading 
the problems of a newlywed couple 
combining love with a budget. Slight- 
ly dim on marquee voltage, picture 
needs plenty of advance push to get 
it rolling as solo or billtopper in the 
keys, but it will provide strongest 
support in any situation to materially 
lift a lightweight A dating. 

Picture combines an expert and 
compact script with deft direction 
and fine performances by William 
Holden and Frances Dee. Spontane- 
ous audience reaction is obtained in 
the neat and intimate telling rather 
than in the basic tale itself, which 
has been displayed on the screen 
many times before. 


Budget complications of newly- 
weds provide the background for 
plenty of fun and easily understood 
marital problems on a_ universal 
scale. Rich Frances Dee sets her 
cap for moderately-salaried .Holden, 
who marries her after promise she 
will live within a budget based on 
his income. First complication 
arises over house furnishing expense, 
which is successfully bridged. But 
a country club bill tosses them 
deeply into debt, with blowup even- 
tually resulting in a separation. Dur- 
ing this period, both work hard to 
pay off the club obligation, and 
when Holden finally discovers his 
wife has been in town instead of on 
vacation with her fafiily, there’s the 
expected reunion—with comedic 
complications for the finish. 

Newlywed problems are paraded 
throughout with amusing brightness. 
Script includes a neatly-paced se- 
quence of wifey’s cooking attempts, 
climaxed by Holden’s attempts to 
carve at a family dinner. There's 
a roughhouse fight between the hus- 
band and a man he believes is the 
wife’s new suitor—with strict com- 
edy rendition—that’s a laugh high- 
light. All in all, picture vividly dis- 
plays that life is full of explosive 
surprises for a young husband. 

Alfred Green’s direction is top- 
notch, and he smooths out every epi- 
sode with neatly-paced action and 
dialog, topping each sequence with a 
laugh at the fadeout. Script by 
Karen DeWolf is excellently con- 
trived, and points up the humor of a 
young couple starting out on the 
marriage path. 

Holden and Miss Dee team effec- 
tively in the two leads, both turning 
in surptise performances. Excelent 
support is provided by Grant Mitch- 
ell, Mariorie Gateson, Anne Revere, 
Ann Gillis, Margaret Hamilton and 
Don Beddoe. Edward Gargan and 
Tom Dugan team bric*y for some 





the make for the rich count who}! 


threatens 
house. The dancing by Miss Mac- 
Donald and Miss Barnes is on the 
jitterburg side; it’s slight compensa- 
tion for the wraithe-like ballet work 
of Zorina in the original Broadway 
production. 

Story, or, more apropos, the dre», 
is the result of the constant harping 
by the be-whiskered Reginald Owen 
that it’s time Eddy settled down and 
got married. The playboy is having 
a lavish birthday party in his own 
honor, so Owen prevails upon his 
sweetheart-secretary, Mona Maris, to 
invite Miss MacDonald, a plain jane 
employee. Miss Maris, jealous, cos- 
tumes Miss MacDonald as an angel. 
Result is that the redhead is heaped 
with ridicule, including Eddy’s. But 
then the playboy goes up to his 
room and dreams his dream of 
marrying an angel (Miss MacDon- 
ald). The finale has him rushing 
down and proposing to Miss Mac- 
Donald in full view of all his guests, 
including a sextet of luscious lookers. 

In the dream sequence is all the 
vocalizing, including some snatches 
from ‘Carmen’ and ‘Faust,’ by Miss 
MacDonald and Eddy, and their con- 
stant reprising of the Rodgers and 
Hert score, 


Plus the fancy mounting, the film 
Was very well dressed. This espe- 
cially holds true for the costuming 
of the six lookers—Miss Maris, Janis 
Carter, Inez Cooper, Miss Barnes, 
Anne Jeffreys and Marion Rosamond. 
One of them, in a full-length, skin- 
tight lace effect, is especially attrac- 
tive. Their bits are designed strictly 
for s.a., and they amply fit the re- 
quirements. 


Edward Everett Horton, as some- 
thing of a court jester for Eddy, is 
virtually wasted in a poorly con- 
ceived role. Reginald Owen does 
nicely as ‘Whiskers,’ the kindly 
a of the board of Eddy’s 
ank, 


Camera work is of high order. 


to ruin Eddy’s banking | 


‘Once Upon a Thursday | 


strong comedy reaction. Walt. 


eh 


1 Metro release of Irving Starr production. 
Directed by Jules Dassin. Story and 
screenplay, Isobe) Lennart and Lee Gold: 
camera, Charles Lawton; music, Bronislau 


Kaper; editor, Ralph Winters. Reviewed 
in projection room, N. Y., May 15, °42. 
Running time, 66 MINS, 
|} Martha Lindstrom............Marsha Hunt 


Jeff Sommerfield......... ; -Richard Carlson 
Mrs. McKissick..............-Majorie Main 


Miranda Sommerfield......Virginia Weidler 
Mrs. Sophie Sommerfield...Spring Byington 
} oe aT ae Allyn Joslyn 
BITVIA, WET WOOE . iscccseeccevs Frances Drake 
eS a a Barry Nelson 
Dr. Clarence Sommerfield...Melville Cooper 
ny” GORE, &% kins vob undeseioeccua Inez Cooper 
Mrs. Justin I. Peacock......... Sara Haden 


Sy eee Margaret Hamilton 





A weak story militates too greatly 
against this film’s chances. The 
yarn’s original premise, concerning a 
household maid who gains sufficient 
schooling in a year and half to be 
able to write a best-selling book, is 
too fictional in its widest fancy to be 
believable. 

Marsha Hunt is the domestic 
|;whose anonymous literary effort, 
concerning the people for whom she 
|and fellow domestics work, stirs the 
jlocale. Richard Carlson is the son 
| of the family who employs her, and, 
of course, the two are the romantics, 
with Frances Drake completing the 
standard triangle. All are as accept- 
able as the story will permit. How- 
ever, the closest approach to stardom 
that the film can boast is Virginia 
Weidler, possessing all the impish 
qualities for which she has long been 
noted. Marjorie Main, as the cook, 
is okay, while supporting players, 
such as Spring Byington, Allyn Jos- 
lyn, Barry Nelson and Melville 
Cooper, get by. Naka, 








9 NEWSIES IN WN. Y. 


Opening of the Republic on 42nd 
street as a newsreel theatre gives 
New York city nine newsreel houses, 





Scho. 


most of any city in the U. S. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘I Married An Angel’ (M-G) 
(Songs). Starring Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Nelson Eddy; weak 
b.o. 


‘Meet the Stewarts’ (Col). In- 
timate marital comedy for wide 
appeal, 

‘Once Upon a i Thursday’ 
(M-G). Weak story doesn’t give 
this much of a chance. No names 
for the marquee. 

‘Pacific Rendezveus’ (M-G). A 
weakie about espionage agents 
and U. S. Navy. No names to 
sell at b.o. 

‘Fighting Bill Fargo’ (U). Good 
story and plenty of action make 
this western above average. 

‘El Camine De Las Llamas’ 
(Argentine). Fine Spanish-lan- 
guager. 

‘Seda, Sangre y Sol’ (Mexi- 
can). Blood and sand pic that 
should go well in Mexico. 














Pacific Rendezvous 


Metro release of B. F. Zeidman produc- 
tion. Directed by George Sidney. Screen- 
play, Harry Kurnitz, P. J. Wolfson and 
George Oppenheimer; camera, Pau! Vogel; 
music, David Snell; editor, Ben Lewis. 


Tradeshown in N, Y., May 8, '42. Running 
time, 75 MINS. 

Lieut. Bill Gordon...,..cccoess Lee Bowman 
Elaine Carter........ ecececeses Jean Rogers 
Olivia Kerlov......scesese eeeee+-Mona Maris 
Andre Leemuth......ccccescs: Carl Esmond 
Commander Brennan........Paul Cavanagh 
Mrs. Gavarina. .os.ceccccccess Blanche Yurka 
ee CUO, ¢ cn vecehecéemabece Russell Hicks 
Prof. Harvey Lessmore...... Arthur Shields 
Ny 6.5-4.5.45340046650 0500 William Post, Jr. 


Jasper Dean.. ---William Tannen 
Dr. Jackwin., .-Frederie Worlock 
Mestrin. ...ccceccccece Ovcovedeeces Curt Bois 
De Segroff..... Ceccccccccecceces Felix Basch 
Gordon Trisby....-.eccsees Addison Richards 
Secretary of Navy......... Edward Fielding 


‘Pacific Rendezvous’ is a Metro 
naval maneuver, and the effort was 
hardly worth the try. It’s a flimsy 
yarn, and it can hope for no better 
spot than the lower half of dual bills. 
Lack of names is another deterring 
factor in selling the film at the box- 
office. 

Story concerns a young code ex- 
pert in the American naval intelli- 
gence who, despite his desire for 
more active duty, is detailed to de- 
code enemy messages. Coupled to 
this is his rather flighty romance 
with an apparent scatterbrain—un- 
successfully intended for comedy— 
and his ultimate crimp in the plans 
of espionage agents. 

Lee Bowman plays the code expert 
casually and with as much bright- 
ness as the trite script would allow, 
while Jean Rogers, as the girl, suf- 
fers incredibly by the story. Other 
performances are standard. George 
Sidney’s direction is likewise. 

Naka. 


FIGHTING BILL FARGO 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of Will Cowan pro- 
duction. Stars Johnny Mack Brown. Fea- 
tures Fuzzy Knight and Nel! O’Dayv. IDi- 
rectel by Ray Taylor. Cameraman, Charles 
Van Enger; story, Paul Franklin; screen- 
play, Paul Franklin, Arthur V. Jones, 
Dorcas Cochran; music director, H. J. Sal- 
ter; music, Milton Rosen and Everett Car- 
ter. Reviewed at New York, N. Y., May 
14, °42; dualed. Running time, 57 MINS. 








Uh snaeecdeaet vasiedea Johnny Mack Brown 
SE iGads cere sneneeeaeen es Fuzzy Knight 
Bi. 6400 60000eb6eb600008 50K" Jeanne Kelly 
PENNER: 60s cehkevesessevesss Kenneth Harlan 
TUUO. cceccrcctccesaccovectiocscssltell O'Day 
SAVES. .cccccccccccccvcccccceccs Ted Adams 
MORMION ... 0.004.000060006066se008 James Blaine 
I isha i cates bbeeeneee ces yi Al Bridge 


The Eddie Dean Trio 





This is a tight, fast western, it’s 
well acted and should do well where 
this type of picture is popular. Story 
is excellent and the acting uniformly 
good. 

Yarn deals with Johnny Mack 
Brown, returning to his home town 
after a stay in jail to reopen his 
father’s old newspaper. He finds 
himself in the midst of an election 
for sheriff, with his father’s partner 
working with thugs to steer the elec- 
tion. After several honest candidates 
are conveniently removed, the for- 
mer partner decides to reform and 
tell all. He’s shot by the gang, but 
before his death snaps the picture 
of his murderer. This film, showing 
up at the climactic moment, awakens 
an aroused citizenry to arms, and 
the gangsters and their crooked 
sheriff are disposed of. 

Brown delivers a smooth perform- 
ance, as usual, Fuzzy Knight is ade- 
quate as comic relief, and Nell O’Day 
and Jeanne Kelly are okay as the 
girls, one as Brown’s sister, the other 
his sweetheart. Balance of the sup- 
porting cast is excellent, except for 
the Eddie Dean Trio, which is spot- 
ted in three songs, ‘Happiness Cor- 








‘Ships With Wings’ 
‘Ships With Wings,’ Ealing 
Studios-Michael Balcon (Brit- 
ish-made) production, about to 
be released in the U. S. by 
United Artists, was reviewed in 
‘Variety’ Jan. 8, 1942, from Lon- 
don. Verdict was ‘misses its 
mark because it is too long.’ It 
was 140 minutes then, but has 
been cut to 91 minutes for U, S. 
consumption, It opens at the 

Rivoli, N. Y., Saturday (23). 





* ‘Geraldine’ and ‘Welcome Home.’ 
Teertrs not ta long, Comerawork 
not on long. erawor 
and the direction and script 
both fast moving. Eddy. 





El Camino de Las Llamas 


(‘The Road of the Llamas’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, May 1. 

Argentina Sono Film production and re- 
lease. Features Pepita Serrador, Elisa 
Galve, Roberto Airaldi, Jose Olarra, Frollan 
Varela, Vicente Padula, Rafael Falcon, 
Cesar Blasco, Pepito Petray, Maria Herrero. 
Directed by Mario Soffici. Reviewed at 
Monumental, Buenos Aires. Running time, 
90 MINS. 





The latest from Sono Film, megged 
by Mario Soffici, one of the best of 
local pict-makers, is evidence of a 
growing trend in nationals to con- 
centraté on local subjects and to 
make something from them. For a 
long time Argentine directors re- 
fused to have much to do with ‘local 
color’ stories, preferring yarns that 
might just as easily have been set in 
New York or Paris. ‘Camino de Las 
Llamas,’ based on a novel by one of 
Argentina's best known, Hugo Wast, 
is set in the Andes, has a basic, down- 


to-earth story and background, and 
proves that, by going back to orig- 
inal sources, Argentine film makers 
ean find material that is interesting 
as well as about Argentina. 


Story tells of a girl raised by her 
father to shoot and ride like a man. 
The girl, played by Pepita Serrador, 
has a band of gauchos whom she di- 
rects and controls by her forceful 
personality. A Chilean officer pos- 
ing es an Argentine, seeks to learn 
the secret of a local version of the 
Burma Road. He falls in love with 
an Indian girl, a protege of the hero- 
ine’s father, but at the same time 
makes love to the heroine, hoping to 
get the map of the highway. After 
he gets it, the Indian girl jealously 
tells the heroine he is a Chilean spy. 
He is denounced and the Indian girl 
is shot in a chase. War between 
Chile and Argentina is averted, how- 
ever, and all ends well. 

Only weakness in the film is the 
at-times ineffective adaptations by 
Ulises Petit de Murat and Homero 
Manzi, robbing the book of some of 
its force. Soffici has done excel- 
lently, however, handling his cast 
with vigor. At times film is almost a 
documentary, with the story appar- 
ently forgotten in the director’s anx- 
iety to capture the full impress of 
the mountain locale. 


Serrador is good but the part is 
not quite suited to him. Elisa Galve, 
as the Indian girl, turns in an excel- 
dent job, and Jose Olarra is splendid 
as the Chilean officer. Special praise 
is due to Rafael Falcon, a Mexican 
artist whose playing drew good ref- 
erences from all critics. Music un- 
usually good; photography by Fran- 
cis Boeninger also excellent. Chances 
elsewhere in South America are 
likely to be n.s.h. because the locale 
is so strongly Argentine. Ray. 


SEDA, SANGRE y SOL 


(‘Silk, Sunshine and Blood’) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 
Mexico City, May 10. 


Pedro Calderon release of Jose L. Calde- 
ron production, Stars Gloria Marin, Jorge 
Negrete, Pepe Ortiz; features Carmen 
Amaya. Directed by Fernando A. Rivero. 
Reviewed at Cine Olimpia, Mexico City, 
May 4, '42.. Running time, 95 MINS, 





The Calderons have a good one in 
this generally smooth and _ sightly 
story of love and tragedy among 
Mexican bullfighters. This is not 
quite a ‘Blood and Sand,’ but it is 
satisfactory entertainment and is go- 
ing over well with local customers, 
Americans as well as Mexicans, in- 
cluding those who don’t care much 
about Spain’s ancient sport. Pic ran 


for two steady weeks at the Cine 


Olimpia. 

Story is different in that all the 
principals in the heart triangle live 
by killing bulls in public in accord- 
ance with the ancient code. Two are 
pro actors. The other is a real-life 
matador, besides being a_ screen 
player, Pepe Ortiz, one of the high- 
est paid blood-sand sportsmen in 
Mexico. He performs well. His 
rival for the favors of Gloria Marin, 
a looker with marked histrionic abil- 
ity, is Jorge Negrete. 

Camera work and sound are good. 
Home life of bigtime bullfighters 
and their work in public, screened 
at the biggest local arena, are inter- 
esting. Doug. 


UA’s Subsid for U. S. 
Distrib of Brit. Pix 


Manhattan Films, Inc., has been 
organized by United Artists as a 
subsidiary to acquire British films 
for release by UA in this country. 
It is intended as a small-scale opera- 
tion, with 100 shares of stock at no 
par value. 


Directors of the company named 
in the charter are Paul D. O’Brien, 
T. Newman Lawler and Cora Tar- 
veriam, all of the office of UA’s 
counsel, O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery. 
Officers haven't been elected yet. 





———— 











This Week’s New Shorts 


‘The Woman in the House’ (John 
Nesbitt Passing Parade, drama, M-G 
11 mins.)—Compact dramatic skit 
about a woman who developed an. 
throphobia—-fear of people—unti] 
completely cured during a Nazi air 
raid on England. Aside from the un. 
usual character of the yarn, it sinks 
home the point that ‘service to others 
is the best cure for fear,’ as the 
femme in story comes out of 40 years 
complete isolation to help Britain’s 
war effort. Ranks high on the list 
of John Nesbitt dramatic pieces. 
Ann Richards, in femme lead, does 
a nice job. 

‘Pete Smith’s Scrapbook’ (Pete 
Smith Specialty, M-G, 9 mins.)— 
Resume of thrill highlights from pre. 
vious Smith specialty clips, includ. 
ing Howard Hill, archer, shooting an 
apple off a man’s head; Coleman 
Clark, table tennis champ; Alfredo 
Cardona, trapeze artist doing his 
stuff blindfolded; Charles Peterson, 
with an unbelievable billiard table 
trick; Andy Varipapa, doing fancy 
bowling stunts; fancy passes and 
punts of Green Bay Packer football 
stars; and fancy golf shots. Deftly 
compiled and expertly narrated. 

‘Surprised Parties’ (Our Gang com- 
edy, M-G, 11 mins. )—Gang plans sur- 
prise party for Froggy, best of kid 
crew, but he tries to turn the tables 
by dolling up asa girl. Several sur- 
prise twists, making this one quite 
funny in spots. 

‘Soaring Stars’ (Miniature comedy, 
M-G, 10 mins.)—Neatly paced com- 
edy ringing in a number of screen 
celebs watching an air meet in which 
many participate. Sally Payne and 
Mary Treen, cast as visitors to Hol- 
lywood, give a good account of them- 
selves, while several Metro feature 
players handle bits. 

‘Little Gravel Voice’ (Cartoon 
comedy in color, M-G, 8 mins.)— 
Rudolph Ising’s latest cartoon farce 
features a burro that is shunned by 
other animals because of his rau- 
cous braying. Animal wins friends 
when his braying overcomes a vici- 
ous wolf. Trim entry. 

‘Barbee-Cues’ (Pete Smith Special- 
ty, M-G, 11 mins.)—Versatile Pete 
Smith contrasts the right and wrong 
way to barbecue different meats. 
Max O. Cullen demonstrates the for- 
mer, while a comedy character, Jerry 
the Jerk, shows how easy it is to go 
wrong in handling a barbecue pit. 
Another forte item from Smith. 

Wear. 


Current Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 


(Compiled by Besa Short) 


‘Nutty Pine Cabin’ (U, 7 mins). 
Andy Pandy color. cartoon 
comedy. 

‘Any Bonds Today’ (WB, 1% 
mins.). Bugs Bunny cartoon put- 
ting over U. S. bond-selling idea. 
(Ready so as to tie in with na- 
tional drive for stamps and 
bonds). 

‘Further Prophecies of Nostra- 
damus’ (M-G, 10 mins). Carey 
Wilson’s third on Nostradamus 
predictions. ae 

‘Framimg Father’ (RKO, 18 





mins). Leon Errol comedy. 
‘The Wacky Wabbitt’ (WB, 7 
mins). Bugs Bunny cartoon 
comedy. 
‘Study im Socks’ (Col, 17% 
mins). Glove Slingers comedy. 
‘India in Crisis’ (RKO, 20 
mins). March of Time No. 10, 


with No. 11 issue due in 10 days. 

‘Tom Thumb Church’ (U, 9 
mins). Stranger than fiction. 

‘Army Mascot’ (RKO, 7 mins). 
Walt Disney cartoon comedy 
featuring Pluto. 

‘Rocky Mountain Big Game’ 
(WB, 10 mins). Hunt for big 
game in Canadian Rockies, in 
color. 

‘Olive Oil and Water Don’t 
Mix’ (Par, 7 mins). Popeye car- 
toon comedy. 

‘Mr. Strauss Takes a Walk’ 
(Par, 8 mins). George Pal Pup- 
pet-toon in color. 

‘Screen Snapshots No. 10’ (Col, 
9 mins). Hollywood screen stars 
in closeup. 

‘The Woman in the House’ (M- 
G, 11 mins). (Reviewed in this 
issue.) John Nesbitt dramatic 
story about fear. 

‘The Victery Quiz’ (M-G, 9% 
mins). Pete Smith question and 
answer topic about U. S. armed 
forces. 


—— 
———} 


Col. Set With Fox-WC 
Los Angeles, May 19. 

Columbia renewed its franchise 
with Fox-West Coast for one year, 
beginning Aug. 31. 

Pact calls for bookings of Colum- 
bia pictures, made during the 1942-43 
season, in all the F-WC houses in 
California. 
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Tripoli-Vaude Nice $34,000 in OK 
‘Chicago; Broadway’ Solid $16,000, 
Moontide’ 136, ‘Woman’ 116 in 4th 








-_-e 


Coleage, May -- 
own business continues sub- 
tg if not brilliant. On the 
whole, the loop is in good enough 
shape and there is every indication 
that it will continue on the right 
side of the ledger through the sum- 


“e 

Matter the summer the loop is look- 
ing forward to something the town 
has been talking 2bout for years, the 
subway. After decades of conver- 
sation, the subway is figured as ready 
for operation by late 1942. Subway 
will stretch only to the outskirts of 
the neighborhoods, but it is a start 
and should result in better travel to 
the loop, which should help down- 
town biz because Chicago has been 
harried for years because of its poor 
transportation system. 

‘Broadway’ is proving a_ worth- 
while boxoffice item in the Palace 
at a fine $16,000. ‘Moontide’ is get- 
ting the femmes for the United Ar- 
tists. ‘Shores of Tripoli’ plus vaude 
is headed for a good $34,000 at the 
Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolio (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Brooklyn’ 
(UA) (4th wk). First picture has 
proved real moneymaker in this spot, 
getting excellent $5,500 on fourth 
session, following surprisingly fine 
$7,000 last week. 

Chieage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and _ stage 
show, with Phil Regan headlining. 
Fine reports by crix is bringing in 
good $34,000 for current session. Last 
week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) with Gene 
Krupa band and Connee Boswell (2d 
wk), sprightly $35,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75 )— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Murder Big 


Fluse’ (WB). Combination doing 
fairly well at $4,500. Last week, 
‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Henry, 


Dizzy’ (Par), okay $4,100 in second 
stanza. 

Orientai (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) —‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) 
and vaude show. Bill Robinson top- 
ping. Fair enough $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Born to Sing’ (M-G) boosted 
by Jimmy Durante on stage to nifty 
$19,290. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Broadway’ (U) and ‘Spitfire Sea’ 
(RKO). Top film is responsible for 
fine $16,000. Last week, “Tuttles Ta- 
hit? (RKO) and ‘Date Falcon’ 
(RKO), fair $12,200. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Shanghai’ (UA) and ‘Hayfoot’ 
(UA) (2d wk). Satisfying $10,600 
following good $13,100 on first stanza. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Getting ready to call it quits 
and make room for ‘Reap Wild Wind’ 
(Par). Holding to $11,000 currently, 
good, after having taken a fine $14,- 
690 last week. 


United Artists (B&K-MOG) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Moontide’ (20th). Got 
away on Saturday (16) and likely 
will take some building to introduce 
Jean Gabin to the public. Looks to 
finish all right, however, at $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) finished 
second week of return date at pop 
prices at okay $8,100. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and 
‘Desperate Chance’ (Rep). ‘Squadron’ 
came through with great notices in 
all dailies and should build to big 
business here and in nabes. Profit- 
able $8,500, and should stay around 
for some time. Last week, ‘Valley 
Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Sing Worries Away’ 
(RKO), not much at $4,300. 


‘Tortilla’, $15,000, Pays 
Off Well in Providence 


Providence, May 19. 
Loew’s State’s ‘Tortilla Flat’ is 
about the best in town this week, 
with Majestic’s ‘Larceny’ holding 
second place. RKO Albee is carrying 
along nicely in second week of ‘The 
Gold Rush.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
. Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Gold Rush’ (UA) and uke Box 








Jennie’ (U) (2d wk). Should end 
up ‘with good $6,000. Last week, 
nifty $9,500. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) (2d run). Car- 
Tying nicely and headed for swell 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) 
and ‘N Agent’ (M-G) (3d down- 
tewn wk), nice $3,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Twilight Trail’ (Par) and vaude. 

anaging to hold its steadies for 
Sood $6,000. Last week, ‘Murder Big 
House’ (WB) and vaude, nifty $6.800. 
p Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Larceny’ (WB) and ‘Always in 
Heart (WB). Going along solidly 

and heading for nifty $10,000. Last 


v— 





week, ‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th), swell $12,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Fats Waller orch and ‘She’s in 
the Army’ (Mono). Fair $6,000 in 
three-day run strictly to band’s 
credit, 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’s 
Blessed Event’ (Col). Riding crest 
this week for neat $15,000. Last week, 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Lady 
Willing’ (Col), good $11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘True to Army’ (Par) and ‘Fly By 
Night’ (Par). Fairish $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 
‘Affairs Valentine’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
nifty $6,000. 


‘Dumbo - Tuttles 
Solid $21,500 
In OK Detroit 





Detroit, May 19. 
my: here is riding out the steady 
good biz with almost solid h.o.’s, fa- 
vorite device being to link up the 
strong member of the bill with a 
‘freshener.’ 

‘Dumbo’ and ‘Tuttles of Tahiti,’ 
only new bill in the first-runs, will 
shove the Fox away on the top. 
However, ‘Favorite Blonde’ and ‘Tor- 
pedo Boat,’ at Michigan, will click 
nicely in second week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Invaders’ (Col) (2d wk) and ‘On 
Sunny Side’ (20th). Former moved 
over after fair week at Fox and nice 
$6,500 sighted. Last week, ‘Spoilers’ 
(U) and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) (2d 
wk), sound $6,300. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)-——‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Tuttles 
Tahiti’? (RKO). Big $21,500. Last 
week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Almost 
Married’ (U), fell off from expecta- 
tions to good $18,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) 
and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Looking toward choice $16,000, after 
great $23,000 last week. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65 )—‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) 
(3d wk) and ‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB). 
Brisk $12,000. Last week, ‘Corsican 
Bros. (UA) (2d wk) and ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par), strong $10,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65) —‘Kings Row’ (WB) 
and ‘Body Disappears’ (WB) (5th 
wk). Getting fine $12,000 again, after 
shooting back to the same figure last 
week. 


‘Larceny’ Leads Pack 
In Newark, Big $16,000; 
‘Fantasia’ 15G on 2d Wk. 


Newark, May 19. 
Despite the gas rationing and 
spotty weekend weather, biz con- 
tinues above par with ‘Larceny, Inc.’ 
leading the pack by a slim margin. 
The Adams, switching from a 
vaude-film policy to second-run 
films, is the worst casualty of the 
week and may throw in the sponge 








for the summer unless the b.o. im-| 


proves soon. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-30-35-40- 
55)—‘Girl from Alaska’ (Rep) and 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Rep). 
Will rake in sad $1,500 in the first 
week of an all-film policy. House re- 
mained dark last week. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Larceny, Inc.” (WB) and ‘What’s 
Cookin’ (U). Bright $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), glowing 


$17,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Fleet’s In’ 
(Par). Big $3,000 for this dual move- 


over. Last week, ‘Woman Year’ 
(M-G) and ‘Yank Burma _ Road’ 
(M-G), nice $2,900. 

Little (Indie) (300: 33-39-55)— 


‘Swamp Woman’ (PRC) and ‘Fools 
of Desire’ (Indie). Finishing up 
fourth week with brilliant $3,300. 
Last week, bangup $3,500. 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
30-35-55)—Lady is Willing’ (Col) 
and ‘Go West’ (Coi). Heading for 
$15,000, plenty good. Last week, 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Juke- 
box Jenny’ (U), okay $13,000. 
Procte:’s (RKO) (0,200; 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 21 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 12) 

Capitol—‘The Spoilers’ (U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 15) 

Criterion—‘Suicide Squadron’ 
(Rep) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 29) 

Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(6th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 

Music Hall—Tortiila Fiat’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 

Paramount—‘This Gun For 
Hire’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 

Rivoli— ‘Ships With Wings’ 
(UA) (23). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 17) 

Roxy—My Gal Sal’ (20th) 
(4th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 

Stanley—‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 

Strand—‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 29) 

Week of May 28 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(3d week). 

Capitol—‘The 
(2d week). 

Globe—‘The Geld Rush’ (UA) 
(7th week). 

Music Hall—Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
Paramount—‘Take a Letter, Dar- 
ling’ (Par) (27). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Rivoli— ‘Ships With Wings’ 

(UA) (2d week). 

Roxy—‘My Gal Sal’ 
(5th week). 

Stanley—‘Guerrilla 
(Artkino) (7th week). 

Strand—‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB) (4th week). 


Spoilers’ (U) 


(20th) 


Brigade’ 





RITA’ $40,500, 
GREAT INTWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, May 19. 

‘Rio Rita’ is mopping up at Loew’s 
Orpheum and State, and the holdover 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ at the Met is 
also in the top money this week. 

Ringling Circus took the froth off 
the potential film trade last week. 
As yet, the dimouts along shore roads 
have not seriously affected trade 
here. The gas shortage may be an- 
other story, since much of the down- 
town patronage comes from a 15- 
mile radius of the Hub. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-60-65- 
75)—‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
stage show headed by Morton Dow- 
ney and Ken Murray. Aiming at 
tepid $17,000. Last week, ‘Mr. V’ 
(UA) and ‘Water Follies 1942’ on 
stage, $20,000, good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-60) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Frisco 
Lil’ (Col) (2d wk). Pointing to $5,- 
000, okay. Last week, $7,200, good. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 











44-55-60)—‘Saboteur’ (U0) and ‘Get 
Personal’ (U) (3d wk). Aiming at 
around $11,000, not bad. Second 


stanza hit $14,500, good. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 40-55- 
75)—Reap Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Continuing peppy pace for around 
$25,000. First frame socko $36,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 


606, Bette-Jimmy 


Bway Bright in Dimout; ‘Above All 
Sock $25,000; ‘Gun’-Herman Dandy 


Dorsey 2d Big 50G 





Tightened dimout restrictions in 
New York, effective Monday night 
(18), dented film business only 
slightly. While the day’s take was ap- 
proximately 15% below that of the 
prior Monday (11), numerous pic- 
tures are on holdover weeks, and a 
normal drop was to be expected. It 
remains yet to be seen just what the 
near-blacking out of the town will 
do to the boxoffices. The previous 
moderated dimming had no appre- 
ciable effect, nor has gas rationing 
hurt so far as could be seen, with the 
past weekend being generaily strong. 

Among the large first-runs the only 
house to bring in a new show during 
the past week was the Paramount. 
Playing ‘This Gun for Hire’ and the 
Woody Herman band plus the Ink 
Spots, house is in the smash division, 
with $60,000 dragged down on the 
first seven days ended last night 
(Tuesday). Theatre bagged a tre- 
mendous $26,000 on the weekend, 
while on Monday (18), with the new 
dimout in force, it still did close to 
$7,000, more than 20% better than it 
did the prior Monday (11) on the 
second stanza of the prior show. 

A very muscular holdover is the 

Strand’s ‘In This Our Life’ and Jim- 
my Dorsey's band. Piled in $22,000 
on Saturday-Sunday and $5,900 on 
Monday. Latter was close to the 
gate shown for Friday (15), a much 
better b.o. day for theatres. Cur- 
rently on the second week the show 
gs get around $50,000, immense for 
a h.o. 
Music Hall is not sensational on its 
second (final) week of ‘Saboteur,’ 
but indications point to more than 
$75,000, entirely satisfactory and, to- 
gether with the first stanza, spelling 
good profit on the engagement. 

‘This Above All,’ at the Astor on a 
grind run, is very much on the hit 
side. Very steady since its opening 
last Wednesday (13) and showing no 
signs of faltering even on Monday 
(18), the first week wound up last 
night (Tuesday) at close to $25,000, 
socko. 

Twentieth-Fox’s other piece of 
boxoffice dynamite, ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
now in its third strong week at the 
Roxy, did $4,000 on Monday (18) and 
will hit $46,500 or thereabouts on the 
current holdover session, very ex- 
cellent. 

State, no doubt held down by the 
second-run showing of ‘Beatime 
Story,’ looks short of $20,000, fair. 
Vaudeville bill includes Arthur 
Treacher and Benny Davis, who are 
believed checking the business from 
dropping lower. 

Criterion has a winner in ‘Suicide 
Squadron,’ which begins its second 
lap today (Wednesday), slamming 
through to better than $15,000 on the 
first seven days, very good. 

‘Gold Rush,’ in its fifth healthy 
week at the little Globe, fell off con- 
siderably Monday (18), but will still 
do around $14,000, fine. The Capi- 
tol’s second (current) week of ‘Rio 
Rita’ is bad, under $15,000. “The 
Spoilers’ replaces tomorrow (Thurs- 
day ). 

Warners placed seats on sale for 
the reserved run of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ starting at the Hollywood 
May 30. There will be two perform- 
ances week days, three on Saturdays- 
Sundays, with house scaled from 83c 
to $2.20. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 55-65-75-85- 
$1.10)—This Above All’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Begins holdover today (Wed- 
nesday) after socking through to 
nearly $25,000 on the first seven days, 


night (Tuesday), the second teeing 
off today (Wednesday). Last week, 
second for ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par), 
the Claude Thornhill eorch, Carol 
Bruce, et al., $34,000, okay. House 
has been getting $1.10 past several 
weekends. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Sa- 
boteur’ (U) and stageshow (2d-final 
wk). Management has nothing but 
kind words to say for this picture 
since it hit $88,000 the first week and 
will do over $75,000 on the secona, 
tallying up to a good profit. ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G) moves in tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)-— 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th). Not get« 
ting ’em, $5,500 appearing tops, weak. 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G) had no punch 
at all, $4,800. 


Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-75-85-99) 
—Moontide’ (3d-final wk). Goes two 
additional days, on the final nine 
suggesting about $13,000, slow. Last 
week (2d) was a bit !»« ‘ter than $15,- 
000, disappointing. ‘Ships With Wings’ 
te British-made, opens Saturday 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and stage 
show (3d wk). A showman’s sweet- 
heart, this rubber being on the way 
to another slam at $46,500 or there- 
abouts. Prior deal ran the score to 
$56,000, about 100% perfect. Re- 
mains another week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (2d 
run) and on stage, Arthur Treacher, 
Benny Davis, others. Vaude bill is 
probably helping in keeping gross 
from sliding further; less than $20,000 
indicated, fair. Last week, ‘Court- 
ship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and Ken Murray, Diosa Costello, 
a Downey, close to $25,000, 
good. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘In This Our Life’ (WB) 
and Jimmy Dorsey (2d wk). On the 


approximately $50,000, tremendous. 

e first week rose to more than 
$59,000, a new high for the house un- 
der the pitband policy. Theatre has 
been getting $1.10 on weekends, 
which helps. Show in for total of 
four weeks. ; 


‘GESTURE N.C. 
0,000 IN MPLS. 





Minneapolis, May 19. 

After last week’s boxoffice dyna- 
mite exploded at the Orpheum and 
State by Wayne King in person and 
‘My Favorite Blonde,’ respectively, 
the current stillness, ensuing from an 
ordinary film layout, makes an ex- 
ceedingly sharp contrast. 

The only important newcomer is 
‘Dumbo,’ which is part of a double 
bill at the Century. ‘Shanghai Ges- 
ture’ at Orpheum is weak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Alias Boston Blackie’ (Col) and ‘Fly 
by Night’ (Par), dual first-runs. 
Mild $1,300 on four days. Last week, 
‘Unseen Enemy’ (Col) and ‘Valley 
Sun’ (RKO), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Sing Worries Away’ (RKO) 





very big. Hal Horne devised a very 
effective house front, including up- 
right sign, for the picture. 

Capito! (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d- 





60)—'Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 





| Agent’ (M-G). Stending ’em up for 
| $23,000 tally. Last week, ‘Gone With 
| Wind’ (M-G), $18,300, dandy. 

| Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 30-40-44- 
|60)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 

‘Frisco Lil’ (Col) (2d wk). 
around $8,500, good. Last week, $12,- 
800, fine. 

State (Loew) (3,6°¢° 30-40-50-60)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi Agent’ 
(M-G). Whizzing towards $17,500, 
socko. Last week, ‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G), return engagement, $13,200, 
good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28-44- 
55)—‘Corpse Vanishes’ (Mono) and 
‘Tower of London’ (U) (revival). 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Marie Ro- 
get’ (U) and ‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U), 
fine $4,300. 





—‘Fantasia’ ; 
Sun’ (RKO) (2d wk). Big exploita- 
tion campaign will push this to big 
$15,000 for second sesh, aided by 
vaude Monday and Tuesday nights. 
Last week, same bill, potent $18,000. 


Hitting | 


(RKO) and ‘Valley of | 


| final wk). No pull to this one, hold- 
lover looking less than a poor $15,- 
1000, while first week feli short of 
| $25,000. Goes out tonight (Wednes- 
id iy), with ‘Spoilers’ (M-G) succeed- 


| ing. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- | 
| 55-75 )—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep? (2d 
wk). This one is doing extreinely 


first week ended last night (Tues- 
day). Starts second round ioday 
(Wednesday). The second week of 
‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (2KO) was $11,- 
000, stout. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-99- 
$1.10)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Continues to hold to a sturdy pace, 
this week (5th) pointing to $14,000, 
while the previous (4th) semester 
was $18,000. Remains indef. 

Palace (RKO) 1,700; 28-35-44-55-65- 
75)—Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) (2d 
tun) and ‘Sing Your Worries Away’ 
(RKO) (1st run), dualed. This brace 
will account for good $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th) 
(2d run) and ‘Murder in Big House’ 
(WB) (ist run), $8,200, light. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 





State (Loew's) (2,600; 28-23-44-55) 
—Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Born to | 
Sing’ M-G). Strong $15,000. Last | 





week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and | 
‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col), big $15,009. 


well, having nabbed over $15,000 the | 


and ‘Lone Star Ranger’ {20th), all 
}dual first-runs, good $2,300 in eight 


| days. 

| Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA), 
dual first-runs. One of the few times 


‘this house plays twin bills, but all 


| the emphasis is on the Disney film in 
advertising and exploitation. ‘“Hay- 
| foot’ jusi a fill-ir:. Looks only $3,500, 
mild. Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ 
.\2Z0tbh), 3zood eno gh $3,700 after 
lnearly $18,000 initial fortnight at 
| State. 
Gopher (P-S! (998: 28-30)—‘Gen- 


tlerian After Dark’ (UA). Will do 
well to top light $2,500. Last week 
‘Dangerously Vive’ (WS), big £3.200. 

Orpheuzn (P-S) (2,800; 26-40-50)— 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (U4). Hurt by 
lukewarm review. Light #6.500 indi- 
cated. Last week, “Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and Wayne King aid vauie. King 
entirely respon:‘ble for great $20,000 
at 39-44-55 scale. 

Stare (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50)—‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk). Bob 
Hope No. 1 boxoffice draw in this 
town. Fine $7,000 indicated, after 
very big $i0,500 first week. 

Uptown (P-S) (1,100; 30-406)—~— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). First nabe show- 
ing. Big $4,500 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Remember Day’ (20th), good 





99-$1.10)—‘This Gun for Hire’ (Par) 
and, on stage, Woody Herman band, 
plus the Ink Spots (2d wk). Wham- | 
mo at the b.o., with a huge $60,000 | 
drawn on the first week ended last! 


$3,500. 
World (P-S) (350: 30-40-50)—‘Mr. 
Vv’ (UA). Looks like good $3,000. 


Last week. ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d 
wk), all right $1,800, after $12,500 in 
initial fortnight. 
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10 ADVERTISEMENT 

IT'S ALWAYS EXTRA 
came THE 

WHEN GOOD * PLAYING TIME is 
SHOWMEN THE ORDER OF 
AND GOOD THE DAY With 
SHOWS GET PARAMOUNT 
TOGETHER! KRObDU CIA 
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News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 








‘BLONDE'S' HIGH 


AIR HERO VISITS ‘WAKE ISLAND’ SET 














|IHOPE HIT BEATS 


WAWAMAP DRART 


Eight Manhattan and Bronx 
Loew Houses Pile Up Rec- 
ord Grosses on Hope-Car- 
roll Starrer; Bigger Take 
in Less Time Than ‘Mount- 
ed’ or ‘Draft’ 





HOLDING EVERYWHERE 





Moviegoers of Manhattan and the 
Bronx have gone all out for the Bob 
Hope-Madeleine Carroll comedy hit 
‘My Favorite Blonde’—so much 50 
that they’ve shelled out more for 
‘Blonde,’ in less time, than they did 
for either Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘North 
West Mounted Police’ or the last 
Hope hit, ‘Caught in the Draft.’ 
This was apparent today with re- 





os 


Captain Hewitt T. Wheless, 28-year-old Army Air Corps hero, who 
piloted his Flying Fortress bomber through a running battle with 18 
Jap ‘Zero’ planes, is shown with Producer Joseph Sistrom, as he visited 
the set of Paramount’s ‘Wake Island,’ now in production at the Studio. 





‘This Gun’ Takes New York by Storm; 





Crix Surrender to Ladd & Picture 


a4) 


Rave reviews all along the line 
were the rule last week as Par- 
amount’s thriller, “This Gun for 
Hire,’ opened with a bang at the 
Paramount theatre. Initial business 
Was something to rave about, too. 

Loudest drum beating in the crit- 
ical columns was for Alan Ladd, the 
newcomer menace who—even be- 
fore the premiere showing—had 
been heralded by syndicated col- 
umnists and the trade press as the 
‘find’ of the year. But Veronica 
Lake and Director Frank Tuttle 
came in for their slice; Herald Trib 
spoke of Tuttle’s ‘masterly direc- 
tion’; Boehnel in the World-Telly 
said ‘comparisons with Alfred 
Hitchcock are inevitable...Tuttle 
need have no fear of the compari- 
son!’ 


Some of the critics referred to 
the picture as a ‘sleeper,’ despite 





Where Credit’s Due 





Ack-ack guns, not typewrit- 
ers wrote the original ‘story’ 
on which Paramount’s salute to 
the U. S. Marines, ‘Wake Is- 
land,’ is based. And that fact 
will be recognized by Joseph 
Sistrom, the film’s producer. 

Sistrom has ordered tha‘ the 
screen credits for the picture 
include ‘based on a story by 
the United State Marines.’ 








lessness will leave you limp with 
horror. Whirlwind adventure film— 
a topnotch topical thriller.’ (World- 
Telegram) 

‘,..enormously exciting thriller 
fairly oozing suspense in every 
scene...Mr, lLadd’s_ characteriza- 
tion makes most of the screen’s 


the fact that Paramount has been | conventional gangster types seem 


yelling its head off about ‘Gun’ ever 
since the last take shuttled through 
the cameras, and has cast Ladd in 





as Menacing as song-and-dance men 
...deft direction of Frank Tuttle; 
excellent performances by Veronica 


three more pictures without letting | Lake and Laird Cregar as well as 


him catch his breath. 


the press excitement are the follow- | 


ing quotes: 

‘...a melodrama so slick, sus- 
penseful and neatly plotted that it 
might have come from Alfred 
Hitchcock himself...Alan Ladd a 
killer on the Alan Baxter mould; 
dead-pan, efficient, remorseless.’ 
(PM) 

*...explosive melodrama, a whiz- 
bang of a picture which may be 
classed with the exciting films di- 
rected by such masters as Alfred 
hitchcock...Ladd forges right into 
the front ranks of filmdom’s bad 
men.’ (Daily News) 

‘...if you think Humphrey Bogart 
and Eddie Robinson have por- 
trayed some pretty tough killers, 
wait until you see what Alan Ladd 
does...it puts Ladd right up there 
with the best of them...his ruth- 





Typical of | Ladd...slick entertainment.’ (Jour- 


nal-American) 

*..-not since Jimmy Cagney mas- 
saged’ Mae Clarke’s face with a 
grapefruit has a grim desperado 
gunned his way into cinema ranks 
with such violence as does Mr. Ladd 
in this fast and exciting melodrama 
...-Ladd is the buster; really an 
actor to watch. After this stinging 
performance he has something to 
live up to—or live down!’ (New 
York Times) 

‘,..Under Frank Tuttle’s master- 
ly direction, Ladd gives a magnifi- 
cent performance. This is no ordi- 
nary thriller...suspense is piled on 
suspense. Almost as great a per- 
sonal triumph for Veronica Lake. 
Miss Lake and Mr. Ladd certainly 
make ‘This Gun for Hire’ something 
to watch from the edge of one’s 
seat!’ (Herald Tribune) 


(Stery continued on page 12 and grosses page) 


port of figures from the eight Loew 
houses which have played ‘Blonde’ 
since that golden girl moved out of 
the big New York Paramount—after 
breaking house records for four 
weeks running. 

Because of the varying starting 
dates and runs in the eight Loew 
houses involved, exact difference in 
playing time between ‘Blonde’ and 
the two hits of last year can’t be 
expressed without mathematical 
formula. Roughly speaking, though, 
‘Blonde’ made its sensational take in 
seven-eighths of the playing time 
‘North West’ and ‘Draft’ had. 

Meanwhile, ‘Blonde’ continues on 
its merry way, topping ‘Caught in 
the Draft’ by a solid margin in one 
playdate after another, from coast 
to coast. For example. Variety’s 
‘National Boxoffice Survey’ reported 
last week that: 

‘Bob Hope’s comedy .is a smash 
in Detroit, the top film attrac- 
tion in Minneapolis, sweet in 
mild Philadelphia, solid on third 
week in L. A., big in Seattle, 
worthwhile second sesh _ in 
Cleveland, trim in Buffalo, solid 
on second Brooklyn week, same 
in Frisco and Providence, and 
dandy on moveover in Cincin- 
nati and continued run in Bos- 
ton.’ 

New openings of ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ last week told the same 
story; the picture topped ‘Caught in 
the Draft’ in the first two days at 
Sioux Falls, S. D. (State theatre); 
topped it again for the first three 
days in the Center theatre, Salt 








Lake; ditto for the first two days in 
the Colfax, South Bend and the first 
four days at the Brockton theatre, 
Brockton, Mass. 

The Paramount Fenway, Boston, 
on a second week carryover from 
the Metropolitan, showed ‘My Favor- 
ite Blonde’ beating ‘Caught in the 
Draft’ by a solid 25% for the first 
four days of the second stanza, 

For -the story up to date, look 
around you at the current ‘Variety’ 
business headlines. They don’t let 
us check the forms in advance—but 
it’s a sure thing you'll find ‘Blonde’ 
there! 


Cause and Effect... 


Yesterday’s M. P. Daily carried 
two Page One headlines about Par- 
amount. And it’s things like the first 
(‘THIS GUN FOR HIRE’ ROCKS 
BROADWAY) that cause things like 
the second (‘Paramount’s first quar- 
ter earnings...represent a new 10- 








year high for the company headed 
by Barney Balaban’), 


LOEW JACK 





bs 





CLIX WITH CRIX 











mount’s new ‘menace’ sensation, 
and blonde bombshell Verenica 
Lake registered a solid click with 
New York newspaper reviewers 
last week, as did their picture ‘This 
Gun for Hire,’ co-starring Lake and 
Robert Preston. 





See Column One. 


Stars, Execs, in Huddle Over Plans 
As ‘Bell Tolls’ Gets Ready to Roll 


+ — 


Final plotting for production of 
Paramount’s Technicolor version 
of the Ernest Hemingway best- 
seller ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 
was done Monday in a Studio 
confab. In attendance were Star 
Gary Cooper; Director Sam Wood; 
B. G. DeSylva, executive producer; 
William Caimeron Menzies, pro- 
duction designer, and _ Sidney 
Street, unit production manager. 

‘Bell’ is one biggy which will not 
be hit by the WPB’s 5G ceiling on 
set costs, it was revealed after the 
meeting, even if interpretation of 
the ceiling ruling proves this figure 
inflexible. The major set, interior 
of Pablo’s cave, was built section- 
ally some time ago and needs only 
assembly on a sound stage. 

On the whole, ‘Bell’ has far more 
footage outdoors than most big pic- 
tures; very little transpires under 
roof in Hemingway’s novel of 
guerilla warfare. Street returned 
last week from Sonora after scout- 
ing out High Sierra locations. 





New ‘Reap’ Gleanings 





Last week’s openings of Cecil B. 
DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 
showed the Paramoint 30th anni- 
versary epic still running well 
ahead of ‘North West Mounted 
Police’ everywhere. First three 
days of a day and date opening at 
the Earle and Ambassador, Wash- 
ington, w2re 20% over ‘N.W.M.P.’ 
for similar run. Three days at the 
Malco, Memphis, were 15% over; 
four at the Metropolitan, Morgan- 
| town, Pa., were 45% over; three in 
|Trenton were 20% over. Met, 
| Boston, showed a second week 
150% above ‘Mounted’s second, and 
the Warfield, Frisco, showed a 
fourth topping ‘Mounted’s’ third. 







































































‘Aw, come on, fellows. Please put up your hands—can I 
help it if 1 don’t look as tough as that Ladd guy?’ 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





‘Gal Sal’ Torrid $21,000, Tops Frisco; 
Falcon’-Rand 206, 


NG ‘Gold Rush’ 126 








San Francisco, May 19. 

‘My Gal Sal’ at the Fox, with a 
$21,000’ take, is pacing an upturn 
from the slight slump recently. The 
Golden Gate theatre is still getting a 
heavy play from soldiers and sailors. 
With Sally Rand heading a stage 
show plus ‘The Falcon Takes Over 
it is hitting $20,000. ; , 

‘The Gold Rush’ is doin all right 
at the United Artists while a great 
run induced the Warfield to hold 
over ‘Reap the ae Wind’ for a 

rth strong week. P 
to Walter Winchell’s Army and Navy 
Relief show, with its heavy gross, 
made only a slight dent in the pic- 
ture receipts in this entertainment- 
crazed town. 

Estimates for Tais Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55 )—‘Gal 
Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man Wouldn't Die’ 
(20th). Socko $21,000. Last week, 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘No 
Hands on Clock’ (Par) (2d wk), 
mighty nice $13,500. ~ 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO) and 
Sally Rand heading a stage show. 
Miss Rand, although very familiar 
to these parts, is pushing this week 
to a hefty $20,000. Last week, “Butch 
Minds Baby’. (U) and ‘Beachcombers 
of 1942’ stage show, $20,300, very 
ood. 
: Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55) —Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) and 
‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Opened terrific 
but faltered to $9,800 Last week, 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Mad 
Doctor of + pory) rt md (four 

ys), petered out to $4,600. 
yg te (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 


Paramount 
55)—Rio Rita’ (M-G)- and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G) (2d wk). Reaching 


a big $12,500 on its second stanza. 
Last week, wham $19,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 
‘No Hands on Clock’ (Par) (third 
week on Market St.). Holding up to 
a nice $5,500. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ 


(Par) and ‘Among Living’ (Par) 
(fourth week on Market St.), good 
$5.000. 


United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA), 
and ‘Dudes Pretty People’ (UA). This 
revival plus a running mate is doing 
fairly good at $12,000. Last week, 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (3d wk), plus 
‘Blondie College’ (Col) (2d wk), 
closed with nice $5,200. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (4th wk). 
Holding up over the lengthy run to 
a strong $10,000. Last week, $13,500, 
very big. 


SAL’, $14,000, 
BIG IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 19. 

‘My Gal Sal,’ at the Palace, and 
‘In This Our Life,’ at the Albee, 
are cage sweeties currently and the 
mainspring in upping general biz 
of cinema centre for the third suc- 
cessive week. Keith’s has a missout 
on ‘This Gun For Hire.’ 

Above-par results are being racked 
up on three holdovers: ‘Rio Rita,’ in 
Capitol, ‘Kings Row,’ at Grand, and 
‘My Favorite Blonde,’ Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘In This Our Life’ (WB). Hefty $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Rings on Fingers 
(20th), mild $8,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). Moveover from 
Palace for second week. Very good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) 
(6th wk), big $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Canal Zone’ (Col) and ‘Castle in 
Desert’ (20th), split with ‘Corpse 
Vanishes’ (Mono) and ‘This Time for 
Keeps’ (M-G). All right $2,100. Same 
last week for ‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col) 
and ‘Dr. Rx’ (U), divided with ‘Klon- 
pI la (Mono) and ‘Girls Town’ 
( ). 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Transferred 
from six-week run in Capitol for 
extended stay on main line. Swell 
$3,500 pace for seventh week. Last 
week, ‘True to Army’ (Par), sorry 
$3,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘This. Gun Hire’ (Par). Blank $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB), all 
Tight $4,500. 

; Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
Real Glory’ (UA) (reissue), eight 
days. Surprising with good $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par) 
five days, $1,200, season’s low. 

at alace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
My Gal Sal’ (20th). Big $14,000. 
past week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), merry 


. Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding for second week of move- 
over stay. Excellent $6,000, on heels 
of last week’s socko $6,000. Pic 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosy 
We WORK < vciccicces $1,928,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 178 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 





N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
eRe ee $1,496,000 


(Based on 25 cities, 176 theatres) 
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TORTILLA’ FINE 
$11,000, L'VILLE 


Louisville, May 19. 
‘Tortilla Flat,’ at Loew's State, is 
stepping out ahead of the local b.o. 
rocession, Its running mate is 
About Face,’ one of the new UA 
streamlined features. 
Runner-up will be ‘Tuttles of Ta- 
hiti,’ at the Rialto, where the Charles 
Laughton film is garnering mild at- 
tention. ‘Dumbo’ at the Strand is 
pulling plenty of kids. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 














and ‘Two Yanks Trinidad’ (Col). 
Moveover from Loew’s getting zippy 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 


(Par) and ‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono), 
excellent $3,000 on moveover. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25)— 
‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Blondie to Col- 
lege’ (Col). Average $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col), good $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 
‘About Face’ (UA). Looking for fine 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Yanks in _ Trinidad’ 
(Col), tidy $12,000 and moveover. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—“Male Animal’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Pulling some nice steady biz 
on h.o., but expectations were for 
better b.o. response. Second week 
should turn in around $3,000, okay. 
Last week, okay $4,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 
15-30-40)—‘Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mayor 44th St.” (RKO). Charles 


Outlook is for mild $7,500. Last 
week, ‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th), sturdy $11,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘On 
Sunny Side’ (20th). Ideal combo for 
kid trade. Moppets don’t add up to 
bumper takings, but there is enough 
adult patronage to run the take up 
to slick $4,500. Last week, ‘Joan 
Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood High’ 
(RKO), mild $2,500. 


Laughton doesn’t mean much here. 





REAP’ FINE $29,000 IN 
B’KLYN; ‘TRIPOLI,’ 186 


Brooklyn, May 19. 

With tilt in prices, Fabian Par- 
amount is doing sensational business 
with ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and 
‘Cadets on Parade.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Before Divorce’ (20th). Strong $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ 
(RKO) and ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th), 
weak $13,500. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB) and 
‘Lacy Willing’ (Col). Uneventful 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Male Animal’ 
(WB) and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) 
(2d), okay $14,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Joe Smith, American’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Okay $16,000. Last week, good 
$17,000. 





Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 40-50- 


60-75) —"Reap Wiil@ Wind” (Parv aiiat 


‘Cadets on Parade’ (Col). Upped 
prices brought good results; first-rate 
$29,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) (2d wk) and ‘Murder Big 
House’ (WB), solid $14,000. 


Good Pix Up Memphis; 
Bette, ‘Gal’ Each $7,000 


: Memphis, May 19. 

If Main Street needed a shot in 
the arm, Hollywood came through 
this week. Three splash films hit 
town and the boxoffices are rock- 
ing with a rush of coin. 

‘Reap Wild Wind,’ at Malco; ‘In 
This Our Life,’ at Warner, and ‘My 
Gal Sal,’ at Loew’s State, are the 
b.o. honies. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB). Bette Davis 
starrer pulling ’em for nifty $7,000, 
with crix and public okaying.: Last 
week, ‘Valley Sun’ (RKO), $4,500, 
better than expected. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33- 
44)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Ought 
to knock off fine $7,000, Last week, 
‘Broadway’ (U), $5,100, okay. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Come Marines’ (RKO), four days, 
and ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G), three 
days. Not much marquee appeal, 
fairish $3,000. Last week, ‘Ship, 
Ahoy’ (M-G), $6,500, good. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th). Rita Hayworth lure 
needling musical to swell $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA), four 
days, and ‘Mayor 44th Street’ (RKO), 
three days; $2,000, ghastly. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—To Be’ (UA) (2d run), three 
days; ‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep), one day; 
‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) and ‘Black 
Dragon’ (Par), three days. Should 
do nice $1,700. Last week, ‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par) (2d run), three days; ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par), one day; and 
‘Home Wyoming’ (Rep) and ‘Klon- 
dike Fury’ (Mono), three days; 
$1,750, good. 








Holdovers, Competish Slough L.’A.; 


‘Cadets -Whitem 


an Strong $13,000, 


Flyer’ 266, Our Life’ 246 in 2d 








Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


ee WO vio we cuvanas $348,500 
(Based on 12 thearres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee Bs ec ane ondaae $249,000 


(Based on 12 theatres) 








REE 
. 9 where the second week of ‘In This 
_— nd is garnering a rousing $24,- 
. 3 a 7% mp0 after 2 evrigec anes on the 
POL wei its Cus” 


2p ep DT 


1346, DENVER 


Denver, May 19. 

Firstruns had nothing to com- 
plain about with ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
at the Denham doing absolute 
capacity to lead the town, and holds, 
‘Kings Row’ at the Denver also is 
a hot entry, and second in point of 
total gross. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA), after a week 
at the Denver. Good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO), about 
double average, $7,600. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)-— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO), after a week at 





the .Aladdin. Nice $3,000. -Last 
week, ‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), after two 


weeks at Orpheum, fair $2,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), Giant 
$13,500 and holding. Last week, 
‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par) and Major 
Bowes stage show, good $8,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 26-35-40)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Sweetheart 
of Fleet’ (Col). Big $10,500. Last 


week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th), good 
$9,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO). Nice $9,500. Last 
week, ‘Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO) and 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G), good $9,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘On Sunny Side’ (20th) and ‘Lone 
Star Ranger’ (20th). Good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) 
and ‘This Way Please’ (Par) good 
$6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Sabo- 
teur’ (U), after a week at Denver, 
and ‘So’s Aunt Emma’ (Mono). Solid 
$2,000. Last week, 
Clouds’ (WB), after a week at each 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘You're 
Telling Me’ (U), ditto. 





just about representing this crop. 


upped scale. 


bright $16,000 in Newark. 


and Philly. 


Paramount, 


(Par). 


still shows stamina 





fetched wham $16,500 in initial week 
at Albee. 


‘ ~% tase 


Judging by the business registered by several new 
pictures, sustained strength by hits launched a couple 
of weeks back and overall stalwart business in key 
cities, dimouts, the tire shortage and gas rationing (17 
states) are not hampering theatre business. 
seaboard keys, which might have been adversely af- 
fected by doling out of gasoline, if anything, report 
an improvement over the previous week. 

Not too many newcomers this week, ‘This Above All’ 
(20th), ‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and ‘Larceny, Inc.’, 
‘Above All’ is socko 
$25,000 at the Astor in N.Y. in preem week, playing 
‘Squadron’ is doing a fine $15,000 on its 
first week in New York and registering a profitable 
$8,500 at comparatively small-seater in Chicago. “Lar- 
ceny, Inc’, which had done fairly well in N. Y., is 
nifty in Providence, satisfactory in Philadelphia and 
‘Moontide’ 
light on third N. Y. session, is okay in both Chicago 
‘Broadway’ (U), fine $16,000 in Chicago, 
trim in Baltimore, did equally well in preceding week. 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) also got around this week, being 
only mild in two Los Angeles spots but grand $21,000 
in Buffalo aided by band and strong stage bill. Show- 
ing in only one spot, ‘This Gun for Hire’ (Par) has a 
huge $60,000, backed by Woody Herman band, in N. ¥.8 


Six Pix Doing Top Biz 

Bulk of big business is coming currently from ‘Tor- 
tilla Flat’ (M-G), ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), ‘In This 
Our Life’ (WB), ‘Kings Row’ (WB) and by those gal 
hits, ‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘My Favorite Blonde’ 
‘Kings Row,’ now mostly in holdover spots, 
in Pittsburgh, 
downtown week), Cleveland, Detroit (fine 12G in fifth 
sesh) and big in Washington and Denver. : 

‘Tortilla’ is sock $19,000 in St. Louis, neat in Provi- 
dence, wham in Baltimore, solid $11.500 in K. C., fine 








Cleveland. 


Eastern 


New 
tremendous 


Montreal 
‘Gal Sal’ 
(20th), rather 


Portiand. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


‘Our Life, ‘Tortilla Flat,’ 
‘Gal Sal’ Spark Week’s 


‘Reap,’ ‘Fave Blonde’ and 
Biz Despite Gas Curb 


in Louisville and excellent $7,000 on moveover at 
‘Reap’ is sensational $24,000 in Washing- 
ton, magnificent in Seattle, swift $29,000 in Brooklyn, 
peppy on second weeks in Montreal and Boston, strong 
on fourth Frisco session, fine in Memphis, and socky 
on third Philly stanza. 
Bette Davis 
$50,000 in 
Cincinnati, good in St. Louis and rousing $24,000 in 
second week for two L. A. 
in K. C., nice third downtown Frisco week, good in 
second Boston session, fine second Minneapolis week 
excellent for second Detroit 
Cincy week, giant $13,500 in Denver, fine second week 
in Philly, brilliant $18,000 in Jersey City, good second 
week and 
is torrid $21,000 in 
town; swell in Memphis, big in Cincy, great in two 
L. A. moveover spots, big second week in Seattle and | wee*, 
a sweet $46,500 in third N. Y. week. 
‘Rita’ Great 4014G in Hub 

‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) has a great $40,500 in two Boston 
spots, rated sweet in Buffalo, smart in Cleveland and 
big in second Frisco week. 
is sailing along nicely, best being sockeroo $12,000 in 
‘Gold Rush’ 


This Our Life,’ is 
second N. Y. week, nifty in 


starrer, ‘In 


theatres, ‘Blonde’ is sock 


same in second 


stanza, 


moveover in Buffalo. 
San Francisco, topping 


sparkling 


‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) also 


(UA) is shaping up better, 


doing a sturdy $15,000 in its fifth N. Y. week, fairly 


From ‘Variety’ 


land. ‘Saboteur’ 


in two theatres, 


Philly (seventh helped by band. 


moveover 


good in Frisco and Providence, latter on second frame. 


correspondents: ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ 


(RKO), warm $13,000 in Jersey City, good in Port- 
(U), nice $88,000 for second session 
in N. Y. Music Hall and solid for third Boston week. 
‘Wife Takes a Flyer’ (Col) to top take in L. A., $26,000 
and sockeroo $21,000 in Cleveland, 


‘Invaders’ (UA), bangup in Cleve- 


land, excellent on fourth Chi session, nice in Detroit 
and second Pitt week. 
big $15,000 for second Newark stanza. ‘Dumbo’ (RKO), 
teamed with. ‘Tuttles,’ 


‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 


big $21,500 in Detroit. 


‘Captains of 


Los Angeles, May 19. 

Opposition from ‘Ice - Capades,® 
Civic Light Opera and annual Police 
Benefit show plus holdovers and 
mild new film entries is holding 
business dewn to nominal figures 
currently. Pantages and Hillstreet 
with ‘Wife Takes a Flyer’ and ‘Two 
Yanks in Trinidad’ are out in front 
with a combined total of $26,000, 
and likely to hold. 

Running just a step behind is the 
Warner Downtown and Hollyw.od, 


opening stanza. 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ are rather 
lightweight at $23,000 for first week 
at the Chinese and State. 

‘My Gal Sal’ is getting a great $12,- 
000 in moveover first-runs at the 
Wilshire and United Artists. 


Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-65-75 )}—‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Mild $2,200, with okay $4,000 for 
first session of moveover., 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). 
Slight profit with $9,500. Last week 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th), solid $12,000. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Hot $12,500. First week 
showed surprising strength with 
terrific $16,500, biggest gross in 
house since first sesh of ‘Sergeant 
York’ last July. 


Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44. 
55-65)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (7th wk). 
Dim $1,700, and hanging around for 
another picture. Sixth week, $1,800, 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Helizapoppin’ (U) (14th wk). 
Mild $2,200 but still showing slight 
profit. Last week, $2,400. 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Catching strong femme trade 
for exceHent $11,500 after smash 
$15,000 in first stanza. Picture stays 
at least three weelts and may hold 
for fourth on present pace. 


Orpheum (Downtown) (2,200: 33- 
44-55-65 )—‘Cadets Parade’ (Col) and 
Paul Whiteman orchestra on stage. 
Whiteman popularity responsible for 
strong $13,000. Last week, ‘Call El- 
lery Queen’ (Col) and Xavier Cugat 
soa and stage show, fine $13,- 

0. . 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55-65) 
—Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
"Yanks Trinidad’ (Col). Strong boxe 
office combo here for slick $11,500, 
Last week, ‘Valley Sun’ (RKO) and 
‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO), downbeat to 
$7,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
and ‘Russian Front’ (Artkino). Way 
off at $9,200. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Affairs Valentine’ 
(Rep) (3d wk), final six days tabbed 
good $10,000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,409; 44-55-65-75)—‘Great Man's 
Lady’ (Par) and ‘Russian Front’ 
(Artkino). Mild $7,000. Last week, 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (3d wk), toe 
taled good $7,200 for six days. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 


44-55-65)—Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) 
and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col). Hefty 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Valley Sun’ 


(RKO) and ‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO), 
light $9,500. 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44- 





55-65-75)—Twin Beds’ (UA) and 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). Nice 
| $13,500. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 
jand ‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th), smack- 
eroo $15,600. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
| 33-44-55-65)—Gal Sal’ (20th) an 
|‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th). Good $5,000 
jon downtown moveover first-run, 
|Last week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
j}and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G), failed to 
| make grade with $2,800. 
| Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55- 
165)—“Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
|Schuyler’ (20th). Fine $7,000. Last 

‘Woman Year’ (M-G) ang 
‘This Time Keeps’ (M-G) (2d wk) 


rousing $6.400 for second sesh of 


moveover firsi-run. 








‘FINSKE TO SCRANTON 
"FOR COMERFORD CHAIN 


Louis Finske, executive assistant 
to Leon Netter at, the Paramount 
homeoffice, has joined the Comer- 
ford circuit in an important theatre 
| operating capacity with headquarterg 
in Scranton, Pa. Par is interested in 
this circuit through stock control. 

Joe Sweeney, for many years with 
| the Par theatre department in ace 
‘counting, has succeeded Finske cg 
Netter’s assistant. 
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R TOGETHER THEY MAKE 


“THIS GUN FOR HIRE” 


OF 7 











4 
We 
Jonny, 
“MISS LAKE AND MR. LADD MAKE ‘THIS GUN FOR HIRE’ SOMETHING ™ BY 4 re 
bes TO WATCH FROM THE EDGE OF ONE’S SEAT!” —N. Y. Herald Tribune 
fF. “THIS GUN FOR HIRE” hits New York like a bombshell—critics are unanimous in praise both 
: of the taut story and Alan Ladd’s magnificent performance! The World-Telegram says “‘com- 


parisons with Hitchcock’s are inevitable .. . Frank Tuttle need have no fear of the comparison!" 
- Journal-American says “Ladd makes most Hollywood gangster types seem song-and-dance 
men!” This is the picture they'll talk about for months; this is the year’s new star discovery! 





VERONICA LAKE « ROBERT PRESTON 
"THIS GUN FOR HIRE’ 


wih LAIRD CREGAR « ALAN LADD «© birectea by 


| ,% FRANK TUTTLE © Screen Play by Albert Maltz and W. R. Burnett * Base 
of of on the Novel by Graham Greene ¢ A Paramount Picture 














+ 








Wednesday, May 20, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


13 





Flyer -Krupa Smash $21,000, Best In 


Cleve.; ‘Rio Rita’ 


. Cleveland, May 19. 


Krupa’s band and the dance 
Peon gee Mayris Chaney and Alvarez 
are the current hot builder-uppers 
at the Palace with ‘Wife Takes Flyer. 
It’s swinging to $21,000, biggest gross 
in weeks. And may go higher. 

Rio Rita,’ first Abbott-Costello 
film booked into State, is getting a 
smart take after a standee weekend. 
‘Invaders’ at Hipp giving it a tough 
race and may cop second prize. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (5th), Best pay- 
ing b.o. of season for this stand, fine 





$4,500, after nabbing $5,200 last 
stanza. ; ace 
rer. PBS MD OP. 


—Invaders’ (Col). Thriller’s three- 
star combo has its heaviest guns 
sighted to collect $16,000 or there- 
abouts. Last week, ‘Male Animal’ 
(WB), nice $12,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—Male Animal’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Okay $1.500 on moveover. Last week 
‘Roxie Hart’ 20th), sad $960. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-50-55- 
7j—Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) plus 
Gene Krupa Orch, Mayris Chaney 
and Alvarez. Nothing missed in the 
way of high-powered exploitation, 
bringing a socko $21,000. Last week, 
‘Spoilers’ (U), with Mitzi Green and 
Sigmund Romberg on stage, came 
near $18.000, nifty. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-50-55) 
—Rio Rita’ (M-G). Luring the 
Abbott-Costello fans away from 
Hipp and heading for a smart $15.,- 
000. Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), 
even better at $16,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-50- 
55)—Tortilla Flat?’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Moved down the street but climbing 
to excellent $7,000. Last week ‘Fav- 
orite Blond’ (Par) (2d wk), over 
average $6,000. 


Tortilla Flat’ Very Good 
$11,500 in K. C.; ‘Blonde’ 





Sock 106, Chaplin 536 


Kansas City, May 19. 

Couple of top films are helping the 
overall picture here. ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ singled at the Newman is 
off to a buxom start and due for 
extended playing time. ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ as top half of dual bill at the 
Midland is likewise showing sturdy 
results and will give house one of 
its better recent weeks. 

‘Gold Rush’ topping bill aé the Or- 
pheum is only average. ‘My Gal 
Sal’ came through first seven days 
in the Esquire and Uptown with 
colors flying and is now on holdover. 
Faith Bacon as headliner at the 
Tower plus ‘Lady Scarface’ is giving 
house a good week, 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—‘Gal 
Sal’ (20th) (2d wk), oke at $5,600. 
Last week, same film, gratifying $7,- 
700. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘About 


Face’ (UA). Got away to nice open- 
ing, solid $11,500. Last week, ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Man Returned 
Life’ (M-G), very pleasing $10,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 11- 
30-44) — ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par). 


Clicking to a holdover. Sock $10,000 
is about tops here. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (3d wk), highly satis- 
factory at $5,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
@ —'Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Mr. Wise 
Guy’ (Mono). Chaplin film in here 
instead of Midland where UA pro- 
duct usually plays. Average $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) 
and ‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB) (re- 
issue), mild $5,000. 
7 Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)— 
Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and vaude 
with Faith Bacon headlining. Good 
$8,000. Last week, ‘On Sunny Side’ 
(20th) and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
On stage, elegant $11,000, figure 
seldom reached here. 


‘Tortilla’ Sock $19,000; 
St. L. Ambassador Shuts 


St. Louis, May 19. 
i pbeat. currently, with 
ews downtown deluxer, the chief 
Gniner. F & M’s Ambassador was 
shuttered Wednesday (13). because 
of lack of ‘A’ product. 
. Estimates for This Week 
T oew’s (Loew ) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
ae tilla Flat (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
$19,009 °8¢ (Col). Points to sock 
(UA) ond ie maa ‘Jungle Book’ 
good $14,300 ston Blackie’ (Col), 
Mbassader (F&M) (3,000: 30-40- 
30)-Shuttered Wednesday (13) for 
queiinite period. Last week, ‘My 
One Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man Wouldn't 
na (20th) (24 wk), neat $9,700. 
ox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)—‘In 





Biz on the u 


15G, Invaders’ 16G 


This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Whisper- 
ing Ghosts’ (20th). Should grab $12,- 
500, good. Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U} 
and ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U), nice 
$11,500, 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) — 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Broadway’ 
(U). Set for fine $6,500. Last week, 
‘Saboteur’ (U)*‘and ‘Spoilers’ (U), 


neat $5,500. 
(4,000; 30-40)— 





St. Louis (F&M) 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Lady 
Has Plans’ (Par). Average $4,000 
for this one. Last week, ‘Kennel 
Murder Case’ (WB) and ‘Gambling 
Lady’ (WB), $4,500, good. 


(Beds '-Gray-C. Boswell : 
O00 in Buff: 


uge 
‘Rio Rita’ Terrif 156 


Buffalo, May 19. 
* Buffalo biz is going great guns, 
with all theatres in high gear by rea- 
son of potent stage and screen lure. 

Glen Gray orch and Connee Bos- 
well plus “Twin Beds’ are jamming 
’em in at the Buffalo. ‘Rio Rita,’ at 
the Lakes, is proving a hot number, 
while Charlie Barnet orch and. ‘Date 
With Falcon’ will account for a 
staunch total at the Century. ‘Ghost 
of Frankenstein,’ at the Lafayette, 
and ‘Favorite Blonde,’ at the Hipp, 
both dualed, are also top flight. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Twin Beds’ (TIA) plus Glen Gray 
orch and Connee Boswell on stage. 
Should nail a grand $21,000. Last 
week, ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) 
and Guy Lombardo orch, nifty 
$20,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Bullet Scars’ 
(WB). Heavy sugar, maybe $15,000 
Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) 
and ‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G), smashed 
predictions for $13,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Fa- 
vorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Sunday 
Punch’ (M-G) (second week on Main 
St.). May earn sparkling $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th), robust $8,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Juke 
Box Jenny’ (U). Sock $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
‘Confessions Blackie’ (Col), nifty 
$9,300. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-55)— 
‘Date With Falcon’ (RKO) and Char- 
lie Barnet orch. Improved pace in- 
dicates extremely bright $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Obliging Young Lady’ 


(RKO) and Chico Marx orch, mild 
$11,000. 


‘SHIP AHOY’ SOCKEROO 
$12,000, PORT; ‘GONE’ 76’ 


| Portland, Ore., May 19. 
| Several disappointments here this 
| week, but ‘Ship Ahoy’ plus ‘Grand 
| Central’ is terrific at the Broadway. 
|Biz is way ahead of ‘Gone with 
Wind’ pop price over at the Mayfair. 
‘Kings Row’ is heavy on its second 
week while ‘Male Animal’ is rated 
disappointing. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)-—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G). Topping 
town for terrific $12,000. Last week. 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB), satisfactory $7,600. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 40-50)—Gone with Wind’ 











‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Big House’ (WB). Brilliant $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) 
and ‘Lady Is Willing’ (Col), all right 
$15,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO) and ‘Rings 
on Fingers’ (20th). Heading for warm 
‘$13,000. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 
and ‘Canal Zone’ (Col), ditto. 


Goodman Hypos 
‘Heart’ to Fine 


$2200 In Pitt 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 
With downtown dotted by hold- 








ingless twin bills, Stanley's grabbing 
the lead again for a change, combo 
of Benny Goodman’s band and ‘AIl- 
ways in My Heart’ running up 
house’s best take in a couple of 
months, Even maestro’s absence 
opening day, when he was detained 
in New York by his Army medical 
exam, didn't hurt much, inasmuch 
as WB deluxer clocked almost wp 
money for a Friday. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d wk). Chaplin 
picture, hyped by some extensive 
ballyhoo during run and added press 
praise, showing plenty of stuff and 
will knock off around $5,000, Ordi- 
narily enough to hold here for én- 
other stanza, but campaign for ‘My 
Gal Sal’ (20th) is too far advanced 
to pull back and ‘Rush’ will ‘make 
way for musical Wednesday (20). In 
opening week, Chaplin got fine $7,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col) (2d wk). Dropping 
sharply and should wind up here 
close to $6,500, on top of better than 
$12,500 opening session. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-55) 
—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). One 
of the b.o. smashes of the season. 
Nobody will complain about the 
smart $14,000 it’s geared for on h.o. 
‘That’s more than enough to send it 
along to Warner for continuation of 
downtown _first-run. Last week, 
‘Row’ was just a little short of $23,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par) (2d wk). Second week 
here for musical, following week 
each at Penn and Warner. Should 
get nearly $2,000, which isn’t bad 
considering the extended run. Last 
week, okay $2,500. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 


’ (20th) and 
‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par). No names, no 
entertainment and no biz. No more 
than $2,200. Pair were hastily 
booked in when sister-Harris decided 
to hold ‘Invaders.’ Last week, ‘Spoil- 
ers’ (U), on moveover from Harris, 
all right at close to $4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Always in Heart’ (WB) and Benny 
Goodman’s band. Picture can be dis- 
counted almost entirely, with credit 
going exclusively to Goodman. 
Shooting house back into big coin 
again after succession of drab ses- 
sions and should account for at least 
$22,000 fine. Last week, ‘Larceny, 
Inc.” (WB) and Dick Stabile-Gracie 
Barrie-Jerry Lester, big disappoint- 
ment at $14,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Mayor 44th St." (RKO) and ‘Valiey 


Sun’ (RKO). Maybe $3,500, poor. 
Last week, ‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G), the 
same. 





(M-G). Strong $7,000. Last week, 
‘Fleet's In’ (Par) (4th wk.), and 
‘Ridin’ on Rainbow’ (Rep) (ist wk.), 
okay $2,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 
(1,800: 35-40-50)—Tuttles Tahiti’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO). 


| 


Good $7,500. Last week, ‘Lady is} 
Willing’ (Col) and ‘Yanks Trncem | 
(Col), high $7,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000-35-40-50) 
—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Always | 
in Heart’ (WB). Disappointing | 
$7,600. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) | 


(24 wk.) and ‘No Hands on Clock’ | 
(Par) (ist wk.), closed a second | 
stanza for nice $6,100. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- | 
40-50) —‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Heavy at $6,000. Last week, record- 
breaking $10,000. 


Bob Hope Wham $18,000 
Tops J. City, ‘Tahiti’ 13G 


Jersey City, May 19. 
Grosses are all on the glowing side 
despite gas rationing and decline in 
suburban trade. ‘Favorite Blonde’ is 
sock, ringing up best gross in town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loews’) (3,205; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Born to 
Sing’ (Col). This duo playing to big 
| moppet trade, okay $15,500. Last 
week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and 
'“yanks Trinidad’ (Col), fine $16,000. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— | 











BALTO STILL HEALTHY; 
TORTILLA’ SOLID 156 


Baltimore, May 19. 
Nice lineup of films helping hold 
up grosses here. 


tracting very steady response to 
Loew's Century, and ‘Broadway’ is 
faring well at Keith's 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55 )—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). At- 


tracting both daytime and nocturnal 
trade for solid $15,000. Last week, 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) nice $13,200. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Butch Minds 
Baby’ (U) plus ‘Meet The People 
unit with Buddy Rogers and Patsy 
Kelly. Drawing good biz on strength 
of stage layout and pointing to hefty 
$16,000. Last week, “Iuttles Tahiti’ 
(RKO) plus Ray Kinney orch, fair 
$13,900. 4 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55) — ‘Broadway’ (U). 
Getting plenty of action at_possible 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Ghost Franken- 
stein’ (U), did better than expected 
at $10,800. . 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep). Might 
reach fairish $3,500. Last week, 
‘Alias Blackie’ (Col), mild $2,400. | 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 


‘Tortilla Flat’ is at- | 





44)—‘Rings Fingers’ (20th). Inching 
along to possible $4,000. Last week, 
third of ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th), fair- 
ish $2,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing very satisfactorily to .$11,000, 
after mopping up on first round at 
lusty $17,300. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55) ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
(moveover), Continuation of pre- 
vious week at downstairs Century 
holding up nicely at $7,000. Last 
week, similar move for pop priced 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G), nice $8,600. 


‘Reap’ Robust $13,000 





Plus L. Armstrong, 826 


Seattle, May 19. 





Paramount u 


ps Be: for ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind. elped by big ad 
campaign, it is way out ahead this 
week with a magnificient $13,000. 


‘Fleet’s In’ continues its remark 
e run at the Blue Mouse now in 
enth week. ‘Gal Sal’ holds at the 

Fifth and dandy. ‘Jimmy Valentine’ 
aided by Louis Armstrong band is 
great at the Palomar. 

tes for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) 
and ‘Smith’ (M-G) (7th wk). Re- 
markable $3,500. Last week, same 
films, swell $3,700. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
53)—Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
ig bol (20th) (2d wk). Big $6,- 
yoy t week, same pair, great $9,- 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 30-40-58) 
—‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and ‘Blondie’s 
Event’ (Col). Trim §$7,000. Last 
week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘New 
Wine’ (UA) (2d wk), nifty $5,100. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Henry, 
Dizzy’ (Par) (third week down- 
town). Okay $3,800. Last week, 
‘Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Sunnyside’ 
(20th) (5th wk), dandy $3,000. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) and ‘Valley 
Sun’ (RKO) (2d wk). Okay $3,500. 
a week, same duo, very good $6,- 


Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58)— 
‘Hickok’ (WB) and ‘Dangerously 
Live’ (WB) (2d wk). Good $4,000 
for five days of second sesh. Last 
week, -same pair, $9,200, great. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58)—Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) plus 
Louis Armstrong band on stage. 
Great $8,500, with the band as ma- 
jor magnet. Last week, ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) and ‘Kid 


sationally but finished at moderate 
$6,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Magni- 
ficent $13,000, and near best figures 
here. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par) (2d 
wk), good $6,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 
“Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Confirm, 
Deny’ (20th) (2d run). Big $3,000. 


‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (2d run) good 
enough $2,700. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Through Night’ (WB) and 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G) (3d run), fair $2,- 
500. Last week, ‘Pulham, Esq.’ (M- 
G) and ‘Texas’ (Col) (3d run), big 
$2,800. 


Roxie’ Good $7,500, 











Montreal, May 19. 


Only ‘Roxie Hart,’ at the Capitol, | 


is liable to click in high figures this 

week, ‘Jungle Book,’ at Orpheum, 

looks nice. St. Denis, only French 

film house left here, has gone legit 
| for current week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62) 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) -(2d wk) 
Sighting good $5,500, after smash 
| $8,000 last week. 
| Capitel (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— | 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘On Sunny 
Side’ (20th). Very good $7,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Martin Eden’ | 
(Col) and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col), 
fair $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) » (2,800; 35-53-67)—- 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 


Pointing to good $6,500, after socko 
$10,000 last week. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-63)— 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G) and ‘Born to 
Sing’ (M-G). Pacing for fair $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U), good $4,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60 )— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA). Nice $4,500 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Gentleman After 
Dark’ (UA) and ‘American Co-Ed’ 
(UA) (2d wk), faded to poor $1,500. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 40- 
$1)—Jean Pierre Aumond and Jean- 
nine Crispin in ‘La Vie de Boheme.’ 
legiter. Last week, ‘Porte du Large’ 





and ‘La Chaste Suzanne,’ good $4,300. 


| 


OSE AS ART genio, 


Kansas’ (U), plus vaude, started sen- | 


Last week, ‘Playmates’ (RKO) and | 


‘Jungle’ 45G, in Mont’! 


Philly Okay With Gas Rationing: 
Larceny, 146; Moontide, 136, Good 


Philadelphia, May 19. 

| Initial week of gas-rationing isn’t 
hurting the downtown deluxers any. 
In fact, many of the managers of the 
|mid-city houses are claiming that 
|they’re seeing new faces on week- 
jends, customers who ordinarily 
would hit the open road at the first 
crack of a sunny Sunday. 

Friday openers were slow because 
of heat, while takes were hurt some- 
what by heavy rainstorm Saturday 
night, but Sunday biz was heavy on 
all fronts. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
| 75)—Reap ild Wind’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Plenty of sock in third big 


week with $14,000. Only slightly un- 
Eerie, eevee: 








Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
—'Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d run). Hefty 
week-end biz pushing take up to neat 
$4,200. Last week, ‘Courtship Hardy’ 
(M-G), nice $3,200 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68 )}— 
‘Moontide’ (20th). Initialer for Ga- 
bin here getting femme trade for 


okay $13,000. Last week, ‘Were 
Dancing’ (M-G), sour $9,000. 
Earle (WB) (2.768; 35-46-57-68 )— 


‘Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col) with Lionel 
Hampton orch. Hurt by Maxine Sul- 
livan’s illness, but plenty profitable 
at $20,700. Last week, ‘Rings Fingers’ 
(20th) and Les Brown’s orch, poor 


$15,000. 

Fox (WEB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB). Plenty satis- 
factory with $14,000, plus extra $1,800 
for Sunday ‘bonus’ show at Earle. 
Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA), me- 
diocre $12,500. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Were Dancing’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Fairish $4,000. Lots better than sad 
$3,000 for second run of ‘Tuttles Ta- 
hiti’ (RKO) last week. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Seventh week in midfewn and still 
good for elegant $6,500. Last week’s 
gate for initialer of second run hefty 


$8,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Hope-Carroll still luring them in for 
fine $13,000. Last week film netted 
bangup $20,000, plus added $2,500 for 
‘sravy’ showing at Earle. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-38) 
—‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB). 
Excellent $8,000. Last week, ‘Valley 
Sun’ (RKO). Good $6,000. 


‘REAP’-VAUDE GREAT 
$24,000 IN WASH. 


Washington, May 19. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ with vaude- 
lville, and at a tilted scale, is reap- 
ing in the sheckels at the Earle. 
|'Runner-up is Abbott and Costello’s 
|‘Rio Rita,’ also big, 
| Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
|—‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) and 
| Alvino Rey’s band on stage. Rousing 
$22,000. Last week, ‘Fingers at the 
| Window’ (M-G) and vaude, eased off 











Ase 


| 


to $16,000, fair. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th). Heading 


lfor nice $6,000. Last week, ‘Shores 
lof Tripoli’ (20th), bang-up $7,200. 

| Earle (WB) (2,216; 40-85)—‘Reap 
| Wild Wind’ (Par). Sensational $24,- 
1000 or better indicated with upped 


lseale. Last week, ‘The Invaders’ 
(Col) and vaude, good $17,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 


‘Spoilers’ (U). Heading for satisfac- 
tory $11,000. Last week, “‘Tuttles of 
| Tahiti’ (RKO), fair $10,000. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
|—‘Kings Row’ (WB). On way to fine 
| $8,000 Last week, ‘Martin Eden’ 
| (Col), $5,000, better than expected. 
| palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)—‘Rio 
| Rita’ (M-G). In the big money at 
| $18.000 Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA), fair $11,000. 


SHOOTING GALLERY 


But Now It’s a Deluxer Which Liter- 
ally Becomes That 
Milwaukee, May 19. 

The Alhambra, once legit pride of 
| the city’s main stem, last tenanted by 
Universal at $100,000 annuai rental 
| and dark during most of the’ past 
decade, this week reached an igno- 
minious end. It’s long marble-lined 
lobby was leased by the Schlitz 
Brewing Co., owners, to a couple 
smart promoters who converted it 
overnight into a smart shooting gal- 
lery, and local showmen are won- 
dering why they never incubated 
such an idea, 

New setup looks a wow, with 
thousands of service men from Fort 
Sheridan and Great Lakes Naval 
Training station weekending here 
and anxious to show the gals ali they 
have learned about guns and marks- 
manship as well as what they’ll do to 
the Nazis and Japs when they get a 





crack at ’em. 
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.. and he’s got the show that 
shoos the shadows away! 















Record Tunes: 
/ "WUST PLAIN LONESOME” 
% and 
)"V'VE GOT THE MOON IN 
MY POCKET’ 
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AND 

ALSO 
IN RKO 

RADIO'S. | 













The super-droop of the not-so- 
secret service...on the x-marked 
spot of an enemy plot, double- / 
troubled by his unkissed bride 
and a much kissed blonde... 
giving the ax to the axis whose 
code is “say it with ‘ 
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Half Dozen Candidates May Try 
To Replace Walsh as IA Prez 





In addition to Vincent Jacobi of 
the New York stagehands union and 
William Bennett of the Washington, 
D. C., stagehands, who are launch- 
ing campaigns to unseat Richard F. 
Walsh as president of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, four or five other candi- 
dates for the post are expected to 
come into the field. One of these, 
it is said, may be Carl Cooper, In- 
ternational representative on the 
Coast. 

At the same time that a move- 
ment gathers momentum to install 


paigns may be made to replace 
others in the International who were 
part of the regime which existed 
when George E. Browne was presi- 
dent. 

While it is certain Walsh and the 
executive board of the IA will vigor- 
ously oppose an election at the June 
1 convention in Columbus, O., be- 
cause under the by-laws one was not 
scheduled for this year, unionites be- 
lieve that the convention may be 
able to reject any stand of the exec 
board and declare the Walsh post 
open, upsetting the former rules that 
had been laid down by Browne. 

Before Browne came in the by- 
laws called for elections every two 
years. That was changed to every 
four years, with result the unex- 
pired Browne term for which Walsh 
was chosen does not wind up until 
the June convention date in 1944. 
Pointed out while this actually is 
called for under the by-laws of the 
IA, union men will contend that any 
unexpired term should not run be- 
yond the next ensuing election 
which would be this June 1. Among 
other things, it is believed a major- 
ity of the convention delegates can 
force a change and thus make it 
necessary to hold an election. 


Walsh Opposition 

In addition to angles relating to 
exec board members who were IA 
officers when Browne was president, 
it is understood considerable opposi- 
tion to Walsh has arisen particularly 
among Coast locals, including in stu- 
dios, and in other parts of the coun- 
try. One of the burns on the Coast 
related & refusal of Walsh and the 
exec board to grant a separate char- 
ter to the cameramen. 
change worker unions some opposi- 
tion has also grown because Walsh 
suspended the charter of the In- 
dianapolis local while negotiations 
for a new contract were assertedly 
on. Walsh at the time claimed the 
Indianapolis local had not been liv- 
ing up to its obligations to the em- 
ployer nor to the IA. 

In connection with the Jacobi 
campaign to succeed Walsh on a 
forced election, reported that cans 
of film are coming back to ex- 
changes with ‘Elect Jacobi’ labels 


§ pasted on them. This would indi- 


cate that operators are cooperating 
with exchange workers. 

Jacobi, business agent of No. 1, 
N. Y. deckhands, has just sent out 
a printed campaign letter to all lo- 
cals in the IA, regardless of the 
fields in which they work. This in- 
cludes all studio locals under the 
IA banner. 

In writing that ‘this letter is the 
formal announcement of my candi- 


president of the IATSE,’ Jacobi adds, 
‘I realize fully the gravity of the 
step, but I am confident that I can 
give our badgered 
union the leadership it requires now.’ 

His. platform includes the follow- 
ing: 

1. Complete cooperation in 
war effort. 

2. A pledge guaranteeing and ex- 
tending to the fullest degree possible 
democracy within the IA. 

3. An administration dedicating it- 
self to serve the locals of the IA, not 
to run them in a dictatorial fashion: 
pledge to support all locals in their 
etruggles for better conditions and 
never do anything to hurt any local 
engaged in a struggle with the bosses. 

4. Make organizing his greatest con- 
cern and bring into IA jurisdiction 
non-union men working on jobs that 
rightfully belong to the IA. 

5. Restoration of public confidence 
in the IA union and an administra- 
tion that can ‘win the regard of the 
membership and the American peo- 
ple’ for its restoration to the place 
it should rightfully have. 

Understood that Bennett, who is 
biz agent of Local 22 in Washington, 
is also preparing to make his candi- 
dacy known through similar circu- 
larizingmeans among all IA locals. 


Among ex- | 


dacy for the office of International | 


international] | 


the | 


Too Literal 





George Bannan is a guy who 
gets inspired by his job. He’s 
been working recently for the 
Hal Horne office doing exploita- 
tion around the country on 
‘Shores of Tripoli,’ Marine Corps 





+ 


TERRY TURNER’S BILLING 


RKO Pioneer Pathfinder and Trap- 
' per Heralded in Memphis 








Memphis, May 19. 
Col. Howard Waugh, local Warner 
tycoon, indulged himself in a chuckle 
at Terry Turner’s expense in his first 
big ad splash on ‘Valley of the Sun.’ 
In bold black letters, deep in the 
heart of his copy on the RKO west- 
ern epic, Waugh kidded the RKO 
| exoloitation chief thusly: ‘Terry 





fufri rate x! 4 
Siamese-Ubangi Trapper, Appears in 
This Production.’ 

One local critic joined in the rib, 
praised Turner’s performance = as 
‘better than ‘The Invisible Man’,’ 
said he ‘underplayed the part right 
out of the picture.’ 

Turner, of course, isn’t in the film; 
just handles it, 


CONDON AND DOC HOWE 
INTO 20TH WITH HORNE 


Dick Condon and M. D. (Doc) 
Howe, both long associated with Hal 
Horne, have been named by him te 
executive posts in the 20th-Fox pub- 
ad department, of which Horne was 
recently named chief. Condon suc- 
ceeds Earl Wingart as head of the 
publicity division, and Howe follows 
Rodney Bush as exploitation man- 
ager, 

Bush will remain with the com- 
pany as traveling field representa- 
tive, reporting directly to A. M. Bots- 
ford, whom Horne has succeeded. 
Botsford will be in charge of a Coast 
| publicity-exploitation setup, depart- 
ing New York Friday (15). Wingart 
has resigned, effective Friday. He 
has been with Fox for 10 years. 

Frank Moneyhun will remain with 
20th as exec assistant to Horne in 
charge of advertising. He held the 
same post under Botsford. 

Max Youngstein is another Horne 
|appointee. He'll fill the newly-cre- 
ated post of business manager and 
comptroller of the department and 
be assistant to Horne on business 
matters. That’s the same job he has 
held in the Hal Horne Organization, 
the 20th pub-ad chief’s own promo- 
tion business. 

The three new appointees took 
over Monday (18) and are expected 
to gander the setups of their depart- 
ments this week. The Hal Horne 
Organization will remain open until 
its independent contract with 20th- 
Fox expires at the end of July. 


U’s $2,400 in Prizes 
For ‘Shorts’ Selling Ads 














Winners of the best exploitation 
|campaigns for Universal shorts (fea- 
| turettes, as U calls them) were given 
|$2,400 in prize coin at a ‘special 
lluncheon for judges in the contest 
last Thursday (16) at the Astor ho- 
|tel. Judges committee, made up of 
|tradepaper editors and publishers, 
lalso picked the winner of the Capt. 
Eddie Rickenbacker special award 
for the best campaign on ‘Cavalcade 
of Aviation,’ U featurette on U. S. 
| aviation history. 

Stating that the contest did a tre- 
mendous service to the industry as 
a whole, Bernie Kreisler, Universal 
shorts chief, said many exhibitors 
were convinced by the contest that 
smart selling of shorts gave that 
much added value for the whole the- 
j}atre program. 


WB’s Air Fund Gifts 


Toronto, May 19. 

While Air Marshal W. A. (Billy) 
Bishop and squadrons of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force appeared gratis 
in the filming of ‘Captains of the 
| Clouds,’ CWB), the coffers were 
| richer by $6,000 when Bishop visited 
| here to be presented with that sum 

by’ Wolfe Cohen, general manager of 
Warner Bros. in Canada. 

He gave a check for $5,000 to the 
R. C. A. F. Benevolent Fund -and 
another for $1,000 to the Air Cadet 
League. 
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picture. 

Recently, Horne got a wire 
of resignation from him from 
Atlanta. He had joined the 
Marines. 


SOPEG MAKING 
PROGRESS IN 











Following a huddle between four 
distributor executives and Phillip 
Murray, president of the CIO, and 
reports of further progress with a 
view to organization, it is predicted 
the outlook is promising for nego- 
tion of a contract by the Screen Of- 
fice Professional Employees . Guild 
(CIO). With Murray himself taking 
a hand in the first important move 
the CIO has made to invade the film 
industry, it is believed on inside that 
action will be forthcoming, par- 
ticularly because of war and the low 
salaries now existing among office 
workers, 


While negotiations are under way 
with Loew’s, Columbia and 20th- 
Fox, representing a total of 1,100 
employees, the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board has ordered that an elec- 
tion be held before June,6 among 
260 employees at the RKO home- 
office to determine on a bargaining 
representative. Another vote will 
subsequently be held for 215 work- 
ers at_National Screen Service. The 
labor board has not yet set a date. 

At Paramount the organizing job 
has progressed slower than in other 
homeoffices, but expected that a 
majority among employees will be 
obtained when a rally is held Thurs- 
day (28). 


BLUMENSTOCK MAKES 
FIRST COMM. REPORT 


Prelim report of the Planning 
Committee for the film industry press 
relations was presented by Mort Blu- 
menstock, chairman, to the Public 
Relations Committee last Thursday 
(14) at the regular session. Final 
report, revised to fit several sugges- 
tions made at this meeting, will be 
ready this week, when the group of 
eight major company ad-publicity 
chiefs, headed by Robert Gillham, 
will take up recommendations for 
over-all planning to cover the next 
few years. Expected to be submitted 
at tomorrow's (Thursday) meeting. 

Charles ‘Socker’ Coe, assistant to 
Will Hays and general counsel for 
| the Hays office, took part in discus- 
|sions which was followed by the 
committee approving the report in 
principle after several points were 
modified or rephrased to fit in with 
suggestions from the PRC group. 

Matter of an industry survey is 
still being checked by Howard Dietz, 
a member of the planning commit- 











tee, who was named specifically to 
handle the Market Analysis ques- 
tign. Following a huddle last Mon- 





|day (18) with Glendon Allvine, PRC 
} secretary, his recommendations were 
| incorporated into the Planning Com- 
|mittee’s general planning 
| which are to be laid before the Pub- 
lic Relations Committee tomorrow. 


Berlin Film Getting 





Paramount's Irving Berlin filmusi- 
cal, ‘Holiday Inn’ (Bing Crosby- 
Fred Astaire), bows into the Broad- 
way Par Aug. 4 as its world pre- 
miere, and will be tied in with na- 
tional hookups for Berliniana, in- 
cluding two paid radio commercials, 
one each from New York and Hol- 
lywood. Latter will be the filmland’s 
tribute to the songsmith on his 35th 
anniversary as a composer, and the 
N. Y. preem will be a Tin Pan Alley 
salute. 

Just one month prior thereto, on 
July 4, Berlin’s soldier show at Camp 
Upton, ‘This Is the War,’ opens at 
ithe Broadway theatre on Broadway. 





report, | 


2 Natl. Radio Plugs 


Mildred Reuth Adding to Indie 





St. Louis, May 19. 

Mildred Reuth has purchased the 
Merco, Newburg, Mo., 300-seater, to 
her steadily growing string in east- 
ern Missouri. The house, formerly 
owned by Homer E. Coffman, has 
been retagged the Lyric. 

Charles Goldman and John Tobin, 
local exhibs, have obtained control 
of Playhouse, Centralia, Il. 

Eldon DeSilva, new city manager 
for Fox West Coast in Benton, Il. 
He has been succeeded in Jackson- 
ville, Ill., by Charles Blesse. 

The Dakota, South St. Louis nabe 
operated by Fred Wehrenberg, shut- 
tered for summer. Poor biz has 
doused lights on the Circle, indie 
ioe 1's smainmiameatened 
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Facelifting Toledo House 
Toledo, May 19. 
Loew’s Valentine, first-run down- 
town house, closed for indefinite 
period for remodeling. The 48-year- 
old theatre had operated continuous- 
ly without a single day’s darkness 
since Thanksgiving Day, 1917, Loew 
took it over. Length of time the 
house will be shuttered depends on 
what the contractor finds behind the 
thick walls of the old building. Re- 
pairs will include new plumbing, 


and lighting equipment, all new 
seats, increased capacity, and re- 
decoration. 


Films scheduled for Loew’s dur- 
ing the shutdown will be shown at 
the Esquire, downtown theatre. Jack 
Lykes, manager of the Valentine, 
will be in charge of the Esquire dur- 
ing the period the Valentine remains 
dark. e Esquire will be dark May 
18 and 19, preparatory to the switch 
in management. Anne Dart is man- 
ager at the Esquire. 





Brandt’s Gaiety, N. Y. 

Lou Brandt has taken over the 
Gaiety, Broadway grinder, from the 
National City Bank on a long-term 
lease. After summer operation as a 
sex-film spot, house will be re- 
modeled extensively for a_ better 
trade and new policy. 





Gust Marakas Active 

Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Gust Marakas, veteran tri-state ex- 
hibitor, has come out of retirement 
to manage the Orpheum, Connells- 
ville, Pa., for Gus Vaveris. He suc- 
ceeds Robert Hornick, into the army. 
Marakas sold his ouse to A. N. 
Notopoulos following the death of 
his partner, Peter L. Mikalarias, in 
January, 1941. 

Paramount Pep Club, new organ- 
ization of Par employees, has elected 
Harry Passarell, president. Other 
officers are: John Navoney, vice- 
president; Mrs. Rae Bresnick, sec- 
retary; Phoebe Homer, treasurer; 
and Margaret O’Connell, Grace Ben- 
itz and Howard Evans, finance com- 
mittee. Club will occupy quarters 
on first floor of exchange building. 

Elmer G. Oglietti, son of Guy 
Oglietti, owner of Penn and Palace, 
Leechburg, commissioned second 
lieutenant in Army Air Corps. James 
Rutter, asst. mgr. of Bill Wheat’s 
Sewickley, into Merchant Marine; 
Wilbur Reese, asst, at Grand in Mt. 
Pleasant, into army, and ditto Joe 
Stack, of M-G’s shipping department. 

Henry Burger, manager of Mt, 
Oliver, iransferred by WB to 
Similar post at the Smoot, Parkers- 
burg, W. Va. 

WB’s Ballyhooers Convene 

Warner circuit advertising-publi- 





called into New York over the week- 





end for sessions starting Monday 
(18) at the homeoffice on general 
matters, presided over by Harry 


| Goldberg. 


Conference was also ad- 
{dressed by i 


Harry Kalmine, assist- 
|ant general manager of the chain. 
| While in town the field men saw 
|‘Gay Sisters,’ screened specially for 
them. 


Denverites Into Service 


Sam Dare, Columbia _ salesman, 
|}joined Army; succeeded by Ross 
|Bluck, with RKO for 15 years in 
| various jobs including city salesman, 
booker and office manager. Colum- 
i} bia wilt lose another salesman ir 
July when Sam Cramer leaves for 


officer training camp. 

J. R. Teller closing the Lance at 
Lance Creek, Wyo. Opened only 
few months ago, the closing leaves 
the village without a theatre. 

Because of loss of population to 
defense centers, Carl Jung is now 
operating the Wyoma at Glenrock, 
Wyo., oniy two ays a week. 





UMPI’s New Committees 

Tax committees of the United Mo- 
tion Picture Industry have been set 
up in Delaware and West Virginia, 
making a total of 47 such groups 
which will function under Spyros 
Skouras, chairman of the national 
—— on matters pertaining to 

x. 

Members of the West Virginia 
committee are: S. J. Hyman, chair- 
man, of the RKO circuit in Hunting- 
ton, W. Va.; W. H. Holt, Star, Rich- 
mond;-K. C. Shanklin, Grand; Ren- 
ceverte; and ohn Ejifert, Warners, 
Cincinnati. 

The Delaware group consists of A. 





| city representatives in the field were | 


Chain; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


J. DeFiore, Park, Wilmington; Lewis 
Black, Warner; and —-4 Cohen 
of the Metro exchang> in Washing- 
ton. 





Don Swartz te UA 
Minneapolis, May 19. 

Don Swartz resigned as Warner 
booker to become salesman with 
United Artists. With Warner Broth- 
ers now doing its own theatre check- 
ing, Kelly Evidon has been promoted 
from ad sales manager to checking 
supervisor. Frank Seibert moved up 
from assistant shipper to ad sales 
manager post. 





2 


Work is progressing on a new the- 
atre to be operated by the Fox-West 
Coast at 19th and Broadway, near the 
present Orpheum. A small-seater, it 
will probably go in for newsreels. 
The building formerly housed a res- 
taurant, once known as The House 
of Crane. Fox-West Coast took a 
building permit for repairs in the 
amount of $25,000. 





Laird to Oklahoma City 

Kenneth Laird, who was with War- 
ner Bros. in the Charlotte exchange, 
transferred to Oklahoma City as 
office manager, post which Walter 
Dolin vacated to become branch head 
there. 

In the Atlanta exchange P. A. 
Blankenship has been taken on as a 
student salesman, while Manny Good- 
man has joined the booking depart- 
ment and James Young made su- 
pervisor of checking in that territory. 

W. C. Lewellen, formerly selling 
for WB in Oklahoma disirict, re- 
entered Warner publicity department 
in homeoffice. 





Joe Jackson Upped 
Dallas, May 19. 
Joe Jackson appointed manager of 
Interstate’s Varsity, promoted from 
post of treasurer to replace manager 
Van Roberts, transferred to Inter- 
state’s State, Amarillo, Tex. 





Lahrmer to Akron 
Akron, O., May 19. 
Fred Lahrmer assistant of the 
Colonial, Akron, after five years 
with Feiber & Shea, in Youngstown, 
Newark and Marietta, O., and James- 
town, N. Y. 


SPG NOW DICKERING 
WITH WB, REPUBLIC 


Screen Publicists Guild of New 
York opened negotiations yesterday 
(Tuesday) with Warner Bros. on a 
contract covering h.o. publicity and 
ad department workers. Talks also 
will be started shortly with Repub- 
lic. 

SPG and the major companies ex- 
cept Warner Bros, signed a two-year 
pact two weeks ago. Same terms 
will be sought from WB. Latter 
asked to negotiate separately with 
the Guild months ago when the 
seven other companies decided to 
bargain as a unit. 

Paying the Legal Bill 

SPG members have levied an as- 
| sessment on themselves to pay part 
of the legal fees in the long battle to 
obtain their contract with the ma- 
jors. It is either 7% of the retroac- 
tive pay to last October which each 
member got or a week’s increase in 
salary, whichever is larger. Retroac- 
tive pay totaled about $31,000 and 
assessment is expected to amount to 
about $2,500. 

Guild attorneys are Boudin, Cohen 
& Glickstein, 

+ 


WB’s Fancy ‘York’ Book 


Warner Bros.*is giving exhibs evi- 
dence of what it is doing to promote 
the popular price release of ‘Ser- 
geant York’ July 4 with a 38-page 
book printed in color and bound in 
red and gold cloth. It is going to the 
company’s 12,000 accounts. It’s an 
extra-fancy job which Mort Blumen- 
stock, eastern pub-ad boss, created. 

After reproducing some clips and 
telling of ‘York’s success in raised- 
admish runs; book lists the advertis- 
ing taken to announce the new re- 
lease. There will be full-page ads 
in American Weekly, This Week, 
Life, Look, Red Book and fan mags., 
which are estimated to reach a total 
of 106,000,000 people. 

There’s also a breakdown of circu- 
lation of the mags by states and one 
by exchange districts. In addition 
to extensive space being taken, 
American Weekly and This Week 
will list local playdates set at press 
time. 
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is NOW receiving 


THE FINEST EXPLOITATIO 
CAMPAIGN IN HISTORY 


which it truly merits! 








Did you hear the Jack Benny Program Sunday? 
What a Yankee Doodle break! 
Thanks, Jack, in every flavor! 


“ WARNERS! 
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Chilean Film Man 


in U.S. to Buy 


Equipment for Native Production 


Mariano Puga, president of Chile 
Films and Santiago businessman, is 
expected in Hollywood June 3 to 
purchase equipment and engage per- 
sonnel for the production of pictures 
in Chile. He will hire only technical 
help, using native acting and writ- 
ing talent. 


Chile Films will start producing 
pictures in Spanish for the Latin 
American market early next year. 
It has been capitalized at 9,000,000 
pesos, but plans are to increase 
this to 12,000,000 pesos (about $400,- 


~™ 000) before production begins, Money 


has been subscribed by the public, 
the Corporation de Formento (equiv- 
alent of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce) and RCA-Victor. 

Eighteen acres of land have just 
been purchased near Santiago for a 
studio. 


‘BALL OF FIRE’ BEST 
IN B. A. AT $11,500 


Buenos Aires, May 12. 

Boxoffice picture went up on prac- 
tically all fronts here this week, with 
the holidays helping the biz boost. 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) rang up 45,000 
pesos (approximately $11,500 U. S.) 
for the best of the week. ‘Corsican 
Brothers’ (UA) proved an unexpect- 
ed big grosser, gaining 35,000 pesos. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos (currently at about 25¢ 
U. S.), follow: 


Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400: 2.50; 2.00) —‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO). First week of the second 
run drew f:ir 25,000, which, while 
good, is disappointing in view of the, 
figure run up during the first run at 
the Rex. 
(M-G) fairish 16,000 on second run. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 2.00; 2.50— 
‘The Prime Minister’ (WB), O. K. 
16,000 despite weak pic. Last week, 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (WB), 
fair 11,000 for second week. 


Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
2.00, 
Nice 20,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Jordan’ 
(Col) solid 35,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50, 2.00)—Ball of Fire’ 
(RK®O). Smash 45.000, near record 
for season. Last week, ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (M-G) rated only 25,000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00, 
1.50) — ‘Skylark’ (Par). First week 
of second run drew n.s.h. 12,000. Last 








week, ‘Night of January 16’ (Par), 
fair 9,000. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(1,300; 2.00, 1.50)—‘Cada Hogar un 
Mundo’ (‘Every Home a World’) 
(Sono Film Arg-made). Fair 10,000. 


sast week, ‘Vidas Marcadas’ 
Almar, Arg-made), weak 8,000. 
Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50, 2.00)— 


*Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). O.K. 24,- 
000. Last week, ‘The Fleet’s In’ 
(Par), fairish 19,000. 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2,863; 2.00, 1.50)—‘El Viejo Hucha’ 
(AAA) (Arg-made). O. K. 12,000 
Last week, ‘Yank in RAF’ (20th), 


weakish 8,000. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950: 3.60, 2.5¢) 
—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Socko 
35.000. Unusual appeal for Latin 
audiences. Last week, ‘It Started 
With Eve’ (U) 6,000 in final week of 
fifth run. 


Vera Lynn Pic For 
Henry Starts June | 


London, May 1. 

Vera Lynn’s first picture for Ben 
Henry, who has contract with her 
calling for two pictures yearly for 
three years, starts shooting June 1 at 
Hammersmith studios. Title of epic 
is ‘Till We Meet Again,’ from story 
by Tony Reddin, general manager of 
local Paramount theatres, with 
Henry now conferring with Geraldo 
to co-star in pic with Miss Lynn 

Columbia Pictures. which has deal 
with Henry for George Formby 
product, is anxious to handle Miss 
Lynn’s picture, as she is reputed to 
be biggest single in English vaude- 
ville, but only holdup is Henry’s 
hookup with Associated British Film 
Distributors, which has another year 
to zo. 

Pic is also likely to have Formby 
make his debut as co-producer with 
Henry, something new in the English 
comic’s career. 


Last week ‘Honky Tonk’ | 


1.50) — ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). | 


(Baires- | 





| Mullen to 20th-Fox 
As Mexican Manager 


Joseph Mullen, recently resigned 
as Warner Bros. manager in Mexico. 
has switched to 20th-Fox. 

Official confirmation of his ap- 
pointment as managing director for 
20th-Fox in Mexico is expected 
shortly. 





Mexicos Errol 
Propagandizes 


Native Pix in US. 


San Antonio, May 19. 
Leopoldo Ortin, ‘Mexico’s Leon 
Errol’ of motion pictures and stage, 
began a week of personals at the 


Nacional theatre here, making his 
second stop on a tour which will 
take him to New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles. Ortin arrived here 
from Laredo, Texas, with his wife 
and son, both motion picture stars 
in their own right, and their tour 
manager, Federico Rodriquez. 

Ortin is making his tour of the 
States to spread interest in Mexican- 
made pictures. With backing of the 
National Bank of Mexico, exchanges 
for Mexican films have been es- 
| tablished here by Gustave Mohme. 
| Similar exchanges are to be set up 
lin Los Angeles, Chicago, and Denver. 
| It is expected that agreements will 
be made between Grovas Films and 
Paramount to place English titles on 
Mexican pictures for showing in the 
U. &. 




















| Reclaim Film Vets 
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of technicians due to claims of war 
|industries and armed forces have 
| been more highly publicized, but the 
|really acute headache for the pro- 
| ducers now seems to center in ihe 
j talent situation. In fact, none of the 
|other problems arises until, and wn- 
| less, producers are able to cast pic- 
| tures, and that becomes increasingly 
|a matter of legerdemain. 

For the first time in years, actors 
}in the toupee and upper-plate brack- 
| ets, so to speak, as well as character 
|}men, are getting opportunities to 

play top roles, and the Screen Actors 
Guild reports studios rushing to sign 
up freelancers who have topped the 


draft age. 
Warners, which already has lost 


Ronald Reagan, Wayne Morris, Jef- 


frey Lynn and Herbert Andefson, 
apparently has an edge in the cur- 
rent drive to burnish anew names |} 
that once were marquee magic. 


Burbank studio for a couple of years 
has maintained a stock company of 
veterans, which today lists. such 
names as Creighton Hale. one-time 
romantic idol; Donald Keith, leading 
man for Colleen Moore; Frank Mayo, 
once the love interest of Anita Stew- 
art; Hank Mann, early comedy star: 
Leo White, who was with Charles 
Chaplin in many _ successes: 
| Wilson, who starred in silents after 
a lead in “The Birth of a Nation.’ 


Increasingly important featured 
parts are being given these erst- 
while stars—Frank Mayo current); 
in ‘The Hard Way,’ for instance, and 
Hank Mann in ‘George Washington 
Slept Here.’ 

| H. B. Warner, who reached h 


peak as Christ in Cecil B. DeMille’s 
‘The Ten Commandments,’ is being 
starred in a Monogram feature, 
|while William Farnum again gets 
|prominent featured billing at Uni- 
versal. 

At Columbia, Herbert Rawlinson, 
,another darling of the yesteryear 
|romanticists, has been set for a fea- 
| tured spot, as have Maurice Costello, 
Charles Ray and the comic, Chester 
Conklin. Monte Blue, too, is getting 
nice billing in a forthcoming release. 


Nor are the femmes being over- 
looked. Witness Adele Rowland in 
‘Lucky Legs’ at Columbia; Vera 
Lewis in “Now, Vovager,’ at War- 
ners; Vera Gordon in ‘The Big 
Street’ at RKO, and Julia Faye, one- 
time DeMille glamour girl, in a fea- 
tured part in Paramount’s ‘Lady 
Bodyguard.’ 


j 
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POLES OK ‘TO BE’ 


Reports From Londen Favorable to 
Warsaw War Comedy 








‘To Be or Not to Be,’ following its 
preem in London last week, won the 
endorsement of the Polish Minister 
of Information, of the government- 
in-exile resident in the British capi- 
tal, according to cables received by 
United Artists in New York. Minis- 
ter was queted as saying ‘the film !s 
excellent and great for the British 
public.’ 

There has been some doubt as to 
the reception that could be expected 
from the Poles on the Jack Benny- 
Carole Lombard starrer. Its por- 
trayal of ..e Gestapo in beleaguered 
Warsaw as dupes of a troupe of ham 
Polish actors has caused wide con- 
troversy in the United States. It is 
felt by some that picturing the Nazi 
secret police as foolish is bad propa- 
ganda. What was more feared in 
England was that Poles would be 
offended and look as a breach of 
taste on the comic goings on in their 
ruined capital. 

British Broadcasting Co.—govern- 
ment owned and onerated—and the 
London press also had high praise 
for the film, according to cable dis- 
patches. BBC termed it: ‘The most 
brilliant, wittiest, funniest comedy; 
remember it when you want real 
laughter enjoyment.’ 


MEN ORGANIZE 
IN AUSSIE YS. 
WEAKER SEX 


Sydney, May 19. 

As a result of General MacArthur's 
new callup of Australian manpower, 
|the managers of city, suburban and 
|country picture houses are prepar- 
'ing to form a union for the purpose 
lof protecting their future jobs as 
women step into the vacancies. 


Another angle is to stop major 
|circtits from establishing chain store 
| methods of operation which would 
|leave managers with individual 
|ideas of showmanship out in the cold. 


HELLMAN STARTING 
IST OF 2 FOR WOOLF 


London, May 1. 




















| Having produced ‘Jacqueline’ for 

|Metro (London), Marcel Hellman 

|starts on his two-picture deal for 

| Charles M. Woolf, 

| First is ‘Secret Mission,” starring 

| Richard Greene and Carla Lehmann, 
to be directed by Harold French. 


| Shooting starts May 4, at Denham 
| Film studios. This will be followed 
by ‘Secrets of Gibraltar.’ 


| 


| Rappaport to Panama 





| Jack Rappaport, formerly 
amount manager in*Cuba, is on his 
way to Panama in a new position for 
the firm. 

| Par has made no official designa- 
tion other than that he will work out 
| of the company’s Panama office, pre- 
isumably as 
tive. 
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| Cohan Film | 
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plauded the 
personating 


choices of 
his family, 


the 
and 


actors 


Vas 


| particularly pleased with the choice | 


of Walter Huston to play his father. 

When Cohan first saw the final 
job three weeks ago he enthusiastic- 
ally applauded it, and when Wilk 
thought it might be nice if he ar- 
ranged for projection equipment at 
the Cohan home in Monroe, N. Y., so 
that the invalided Mrs. Cohan (ex- 
Nolan Sisters) also saw it, she threw 
her arms rapturously around the 
real-life “Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 
Cohan and his pal, Capt. Dennis F. 
O’Brien (Driscoll & Raftery), of the 
law firm, have now seen it three 
times. 

The material values of the deal are 
so geared that Cohan may earn 
around $500,000 if the’ film hits a 
$5,000,000 gross, as is expected. The 
advance payment exceeded $100,000. 





Par- |} 


homeoffice representa- | 


As London Prod., 


Jack Waller Quits 4-Year Retirement 


Sets ‘Let’s Face It’ 





Milliken Tries to Speed 
Foreign Film Shipments 
Present bottleneck in shipments of 

American film product to foreign na- 

tions has become so bad that Carl 

Milliken, Hays office foreign man- 

ager, has been conferring in Wash- 

ington in an effort to speed up the 
shipments. 


Lack of space on boats presently 
sailing to foreign ports is causing the 
snag. 


Bevin Move Ends 
Strandings, Sets 
Up Standard Pay 


London, May 1. 

Death knell to the bogus legit man- 
ager was sounded when Ernest 
Bevin, Minister of Labor, inaugu- 
rated the Provincial Theatre Council 
in London recently. It brings into 
line with the metropolis a standard 
contract for touring players and 
abolishes the old days of stranded 
companies. 


A minimum wage of $12 is now 
guaranteed to all touring artists in 
addition to salary for rehearsal and 
limitation to the number of weeks 
out. Cooperation between players 





icy, with only approved members of 
both sides accepted by each other. 

Lord Esher was elected chairman 
of the new council, first members 
| being the Theatrical Managers Asso- 
| ciation, British Actors Equity Asso- 
| ciation, Italia Conti, James Shirvell, 
| Reginald Fry, Donald Wolfit, C. Eger- 
ton Killick, Leslie Henson, Beatrix 
|Lehmann and Honor Blair (repre- 
| senting chorus). 














and managers will be the future pol- | 
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London, May 1. 

After four years in retirement, 
Jack Waller emerges once more as a 
West End show producer. Comeback 
will be with ‘Let’s Face It,’ current 
New York hit musical, which is 
adaptation from the Russell Med- 
craft farce, ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ pro- 
duced by Clayton and Waller in Lon- 
don some years ago. 

Difficulty of casting, which is 
every London showman’s headache, 
is likely to be overcome, with those 
already under consideration being 
Bobby Howes, Sydney Howard, 
Arthur Askey, Florence Desmond, 
Evelyn Dall, Jessie Matthews, Vera 


Pearce, Pat Kirkwood and Gene 
Gerrard. 
Recent threatened Jaw suit be- 


tween Waller and Hylton, arising out 
of latter’s commitment to stage 
‘Waller’s Cavalcade,’ has been settled 
through the intervention of mutual 
friends. Hylton’s now to be assoe 
ciated with Waller in ‘Face It.’ Cast- 
ing trouble is being averted, as well 
as difficulty of getting theatre in 
West End, since Hylton, besides hav- 
ing a big lineup of stars, has also His 
Majesty’s and Adelphi theatres in 
the West End under joint lease with 
Associated Theatres’ Properties. 

Hylton will join board of the 
Oswald Stoll film circuit (he has al- 
ready been approached by Prince 
Littler, the new Stoll head, and is 
considering it), which means he will 
have-an interest in yet a third thea- 
tre in the West End, the London 
Coliseum. 

It is, therefore, quite likely that 
‘Face It’ is destined for the Coliseum, 
although Bostock would like it to go 
|to His Majesty’s, where Charles C. 
:Cochran’s ‘Big Top’ opens May 8, 
|after its record-breaking jaunt in the 
| sticks. 

} —— 


| 
| 


‘DAVID COPLAN NAMED 
CANADIAN UA VP. 


David H. Coplan, general manager 
of United Artists for Canada, has 
been elected v.p. and director for 
United Artists Corp. of Canada. 

Action was taken by UA of Can- 
ada directorate in accordance with 














| Allen’s Speech 
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|towns.’ Either the propaganda is 
getting ahead of the army, or Goeb- 
| bels has both armies confused and is 
|; reporting the activities of the Rus- 
| sian Army. The German 
|ganda bulletins prove they lose a 
| lot....and it isn’t in the translation. 


| 


They say things are going so badly 
that only this morning Lee Shubert 
|received a cablegram from Hitler. 
|It said, ‘Can you send two road 
| companies of ‘Student Prince’ to help 
|us on the Russian front?’ Hitler has 
| blamed his failure on the snow and 
| the Russian wiinter. He misjudged 
ithe Russian weather. 
| is sorry now that he didn’t 
|‘Mein Kampf’ with the ‘Farmer’s Al- 
manac.’ Up to now his spring drive 
has turned out to be a putt. Yes, 
|now that Hitler has sampled the 
wrath of the Russian Bear, it won’t 
be long before Hitler is chased out 
| of Russia with the traditional Bear 
|behind. The only invasion England 
has to worry about is the Germans 
passing through if they can’t stop 
{their retreat when it started. 
Hitler is sure going to be surprised 
when Rudolph Hess comes down to 
meet him with a and an 
English accent. 

You know Hitler 
of his actions are guided by divine 
inspiration. He says he hears a 
voice. The sound Hitler hears isn’t 
the voice of divine inspiration. 
indigestion brought on as a result of 
more than he can chew. 


RKO’s Legit Plans 


Continued from page 1 
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be openly billed next season as pro- 
ducer. Ali the plays in which the 
company invested this year were 
flops, which it attributes to the fact 
that its interest was so small it 
hadn’t enough control, Thus the 
plan for 100% backing. 

Virtually all the other major stu- 
dios likewise have been interested 
in financing legiters, but they have 
participated in very little during 
1941-42, All cry that they can’t find 
suitable scripts. 





propa- | 


I guess Hitler | 


cross | 


claims that all | 


It’s | 


arrangements made with that cor- 
poration at the time of Coplan’s joins 
ing UA. 


| Joe Burstyn Wins $4,000 
On French Film Rights 


Cleveland, May 19. 

Joseph Burstyn, foreign film dis- 
itributor of New York, won a $4,000 
|judgment here recently against 
|Richard Deutsch and Nate Gerson, 
|operators of the Real Art Pictures 
lexchange. Burstyn> was suing for 
| $6,000, claiming defendants owed 
him a percentage of rentals on 
| French pictures, 

Real Art attorney attempted to 
|apparently prejudice Burstyn’s case 
| by indicating the films, because they 
| were ‘French,’ weren’t completely 
|wholesome. Judge refused to allow 
| any such implication, however, after 
| Burstyn obtained and had entered 
on the court record the reviews of 
the pictures by Glenn C. Pullen in 
ithe Cleveland Plain-Dealer. 


Quartet Breaks Up 











London, May l. 
Sydney Howard, Arthur Riscoe, 
Vera Pearce and Richard Hearne, 


| . eae 
|who have appeared in many shows 


lat Princes theatre for Firth Shep- 
hard as team, are splitting up. How- 
ard and Miss Pearce are taking long 
vacation, with nothing set ahead. 
Riscoe has been signatured by Tom 
Arnold for new musical sometime 
this year. 

Richard Hearne is only one stay- 
ing with Shephard, as he has him 
under contract which has two more 
years to run. 





Ban Mex Pic as ‘Immoral’ 
Mexico City, May 19. 

First Mexican pic of 1942 to be 
banned by the federal film censoring 
and supervising department is ‘Flor 
de Fango’ (‘Flower of the Mire ), 
featuring Sofia Alvarez and Tony 
Diaz. 

Censors yanked it on the ground 
that it is immoral. 
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ASTOR THEATRE’S ALL-TIME: RECORD 
BROKEN BOTH SATURDAY AND SUNDAY! 


New York’s World Premiere run is sensationally fulfill- 


ing those trade. paper prophecies of “super-grosses !” 
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man for Warner Bros, in the south, 
ensign U. S. Navy. 

Gregory Morton, legit acter, with 
the Quartermaster Corps stationed at 
Camp Lee, Va. His last New York 
appearance was in ‘Nathan the Wise.’ 

Herman Wiener, Metro’s theatre 
construction engineer, remaining in 
New York after extensive inspection 
trip to South America because ex- 
pected to be called up for duty in 
U. S. Army engineering corps. He 
recently returned from Rio de Ja- 
neiro where he supervised the con- 
struction of two modern neighbor- 
hood cinemas for Metro. 

David Lax, of Mills Artists, now 
with the U. S. Army Engineers. 

Tommy Jordan, of ‘Cafe Crown,’ 
comedy at the Cort, N. Y., inducted 
into the Army this week. 

Anthoay Ross, who plays the stage- 
struck policeman in ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace, at the Fulton, N. Y., was 
drafted last week, but was given a 
10-day furlough and continues in the 
show until the end of this week. 

Thomas J. Ytobinson, who was in 
the Metro, N. Y., legal department, 
has been conimissioned a First Lieu- 
tenant and is quartered at Camp 
Robinson, near Little Rock. 





Michael Loring at Great Lakes 
Chicago, May 19. 
Michael Loring, leading orchestra 
at local 885 Club, wound up engage- 
ment recently and on following 
day he reported for active duty at 
Great Lakes Naval training station. 





Coast Recruits 
Hollywood, May 19. 
James T. Vaughn, Warners pro- 
duction department, Signal Corps. 


Alan Curtis, film actor, Coast 
Guard. 

David Bruce, film actor, Navy Air 
Corps. 

Roger Pryor, film actor, Army Air 
Corps. 


William George, known as Jay 
Kirby in Paramount’s western films, 
Army Air Corps. 

Frank Figgins, Ray Ferguson and 
Mortimer, NBC radio engineers, 
Army. 

Henry Menjou, brother of Adolphe, 
in his second war as an Army Major. 

Julian Zimet, Republic production 
assistant, Army. 

Dick Murphy, 
writer, Army. 

Emmett Emerson, Warners’ pro- 
duction assistant, Army Ordinance 
Corps. 


Republic screen 





KMBCites Enroll 
Kansas City, May 19. 

Radio has been contributing to the 
armed forces through the personne! 
of KMBC. J. Howard Smith and 
Lou Kemper Lave left the staff for 
maritime service and marines re- 
spectively. Ray Young inducted into 
the army. 

Smith was bass player in the 
Rhythm Riders, instrumental quar- 
tet, and the group will henceforth 
function as a trio. Kemper was a 
member of the announcing staff, as 
was Young. Kemper leaves two CBS 
sustainers originated at KMBC, 
‘Brush Creek Follies’ and ‘Down 
Brush Creek Way.’ Some of the 
chores of announcing are being 
taken over. by Fred Scott, new staff 
member, and some are being handled 
by Don Macon, program director. 

Jack Shriner, manager of the Gem 
theatre, owner of a 36-foot cabin 
cruiser, offered it to the Coast Guard, 
and then was appointed fireman first 
class to operate the boat on river 
patrol on the Mississippi. He has 
two other craft in his charge. Gem 
managed for duration by Les Henel. 





Capt. Frank E. Cahill, Jr. 

Frank E. Cahill, Jr., in charge of 
the sound and projection department 
for Warner theatres, reported for 
duty Monday (18), joining the Army 
Signal Corps as Captain. Among 
other things, Cahill has taught 
sound and projection classes at Co- 
lumbia university, N. Y. 





Maybe in Japs’ Hands 
Spartanburg, S. C., May 19. 
Bernard Cooper, 28, yeoman third 
class and long connected with Wil- 
by-Kincey theatres’ art department 
here, reported missing in Pacific 
war zone action. Navy Dept. wire 
to parents here pointed out he may 
be Jap prisoner of war. 
5 in a Row 
Enlistments and selectee calls are 
depleting the list of managers avail- 
able for Lou Brandt's New York 
{formerly the George M. Cohan) 
theatre. In quick succession, five 
managers joined the armed forces. 
Two members of the home office 








s Roll Call 





also went into the Army this week. 
Bernard Brandt, supervisor of 10 
houses, enlisted at Fort Monmouth, 
N. J., and Bernard Klein of the 
booking office was called to service. 
Most of Brandt’s remaining man- 
agers are 3-A men, including Sam 
Kantor, who moves into the super- 
vising job vacated by Bernard 
Brandt. 


STARS SET FOR 
RCAF BENEFIT 
TOUR 


Toronto, May 19. 
Teeing off here June 8, Anna 
Neagle will launch a Dominion-wide 
tour of stage appearances in aid of 
the Royal Canadian Air Force. Ap- 
pearing with her will be James Cag- 
ney, Ida Lupino, Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Binnie Barnes, Herbert Mar- 
shall, Bette Davis, Raymond Massey, 
others of similar calibre. The cast 
will travel in Canadian bombers. 


Noel Coward has turned over 
royalty-free his ‘Tonight at 8:30’ 
playlets. Alternating this series of 
three one-acters in the triple cycle 
will be another series of divertise- 
ment productions in which Miss 
Neagle will do her ‘Alice Blue Gown’ 
film number. The British star and 
her producer, Herbert Wilcox, are 
now here ironing out details: 

Cagney will co-star with Miss 
Neagle in ‘Red Peppers.’ Ida Lupino 
and Binnie Barnes are named for 
‘Fumed Oak.’ Miss Neagle and all 
others appearing in the tour will 
donate their services. Famous Play- 
ers-Canadian will donate the theatres 
and services of the staffs. F. P.-Can. 
also takes a beating on revenue; not 
only will it sacrifice theatres during 
the tour but, in cities where they 
own or operate two or more, they 
will be creating terrific competition 
for their own film product. 

Tour will open at Victoria.here on 
June 8 with 2,000-seater scaled at $1 
to $100 but bids already in at $500 a 
seat for opening night. With ‘Can- 
dida’ closing in New York, Raymond 
Massey will be up for first appear- 
ances in the tour opposite Miss 
Neagle in three of the Noel Coward 
‘Tonight at 8:30’ one-acters. Pen- 
cilled in are Ottawa, Montreal, Win- 
nipeg, Regina, Edmonton, Calgary 
and Vancouver, but series of one- 
night stands in smaller centers is 
now being drawn up. 

Participating with Miss Neagle and 
the others in civic receptions, etc., 
will be-Air Marshall W. A. (Billy) 
Bishop. Incidentally, Herbert Wil- 
cox, producer, served with Bishop 
in the same squadron in the last war. 


Fred Burleigh in Army 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 

Pittsburgh Playhouse lost its direc- 
tor since 1937, Fred Burleigh, to the 
Army last week and board of local 
community theatre has been busy for 
last several days interviewing flock 
of applicants for the job. One being 
considered is Theodore Viehman, 
former Broadway stager and for the 
last two years director of Youngs- 
town, O., Playhouse. 

Burleigh’s induction also washes 
up possibility of South Shore Players 
in Cohasset, Mass., operating this 
summer. He’s directed and co- 
managed that strawhat with Mrs. 
Alexander Dean for last few seasons. 
Dick Hoover, Burleigh’s assistant at 
Cohasset and director of Indianap- 
olis Civic theatre, also into Army 
and likewise slated to go shortly is 
Vahan Tashjan, another of his Co- 
hasset aides who has been doing 
publicity work for Playhouse here 
this year. 

















Hard Riding Ahead 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Tim Holt, RKO western star who 
joined the Army Air Corps, has been 
given 90 days to wind up film com- 
mitments before reporting for active 
duty. 

Actor finishes ‘Singing Guns’ this 
week and steps right into another 
horse opera, still untitled, to be pro- 
duced by Bert Gilroy and directed 
by Howard Bretherton. 





J. R. Rubin’s Sale of 3,200 
Loew’s Tops SEC Deals 


Washington, May 19. 

Substantial sale of Loew’s paper 
by J. Robert Rubin, vice-president, 
during March was disclosed today 
(Tuesday) by the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission. Topped the few 
film transactions listed in the semi- 
monthly report on transactions of 
corporate insiders. 

Rubin peddled 3,200 shares of 
Loew’s common, pruning his inter- 
est to 10,415 shares. Transactions 
ranged over the entire month, the 
biggest unloading involving, 1,500 
shares on March 18. There were six 
other deals. 

Belated report to the Federal 
agency showed Adolph Zukor last 
December turned in 200 pieces of 
Paramount second preferred fer 180 
common tickets, wiping out his hold- 
ings of the preferred and giving him 
380 shares of common. 

Frederick L. Ehrman of New York 
picked up in two batches 500 shares 
of RKO common, swelling his stake 
to 700, while Loew’s added 224 
more shares of Loew’s Boston The- 
atres, making a total of 119,241 now 
in the parent company’s portfolio. 
The report also revealed holdings 
of two new film company insiders. 
Howard Dietz, recently made an of- 
ficer of Loew’s; has five shares of 
the company’s common, but Allan L. 
Carter, Jr., of Baltimore, rookie Uni- 
versal Pictures director, has no 
stock in the company. 











Canteen’s Preview 
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boys jammed the Canteen to such an 
extent that there were several 15- 
minute holdouts, 


Today (Wednesday) there will be 
open house at the Canteen for a pub- 
lic view of the mural decorations, 
drawn by scenic and other theatre 
artists, plus photos of visiting per- 
sonalities. There wiii be an admis- 
sion charge, which goes to the Wing’s 
fund, 

Prominent engineers have been 
surveying the Canteen without 
charge, their object being to devise 
an effective air-cooling system. Pres- 
ent blower method will be revised. 
In addition there will be cooling 
units spotted on various parts of the 
floor, plus a device that will elimi- 
nate odors. 


Philly’s Canteen | 
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Everything is being donated, includ- 
ing the Academy’s basement itself. 

Among the members of the com- 
mittee-in-charge are John D. M. 
Hamilton, former chairman of the 
Republican National Committee; 
Lawrence Shubert Lawrence, Alex- 
ander Biddle, Thomas J. Labrum, 
Mary Binney Montgomery, Mrs. 
Meyer Davis, Mrs. J. David Stern, 
Mrs. Arthur Waters, and nitery press 
agents Sam Bushman, Milton Sha- 
piro and Mort Schwartz. 


The Philly unit of the American 
Newspaper Guild has offered to keep 
at least one member at the Canteen 
at all times to keep tabs on any in- 
cidents which would make a news 
story and service all the papers. 


Detroit Filmers Give 
10%, to Relief Drive 


Detroit, May 19. 

With the big auto workers unions 
here contributing a day’s pay per 
month for bonds, the picture indus- 
try topped them. Close to 500 em- 
ployees of exchanges, supply com- 
panies and film carriers voted to do- 
nate 10% of their week’s pay to the 
Army and Navy Relief Drive. Con- 
tribution is expected to tota! $5,000. 

Plan probably will be diverted 
after the current drive to make the 
same allotment for war bonds. 


Jack Warner’s Pic Gift 


Jack Warner is donating 500 
prints of ‘Winning Your Wings,’ 
U. S. short, to Army camp and reg- 
ular theatres. Production of film co- 
incided with Warner’s appointment 
as a lieutenant-colonel in the Army. 

Lieut. Jimmy Stewart is the nar- 
rator, 
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‘Yank’ Again 

First issue of ‘Yank,’ Army’s new 
24-page tabloid weekly, rolls off the 
presses June 13, MacArthur Day and 
23d anni of the final edition of Stars 
and Stripes, Yank’s predecessor of 
the last war. Hartzel’ Spence, au- 
thor of ‘One Foot - Heaven’ and 
former United Press promotion man- 
ager, now @ captain in the Army, is 
executive editor. 


Spence, Major Frank S. Forsberg, 
former g.m. of Street & Smith, who 
is serving as biz manager of the 
sheet, and one other commissioned 
officer are the only men above the 
rank of sergeant who will be per- 
mitted on the paper. Otherwise 
the 27 staffers all will be enlisted 
men, as the policy is ews of en- 
listed men, for enlisted men, written 
and edited by enlisted men. There 
will be little supervisi 1. from offi- 
cers, 


Spence weeded through the entire 
personnel of 460 camp papers for his 
staff. His principal difficulty was 
that all the better-known newsmen 
in the Army have commissions and 
so were ineligible. Some _ well- 
known writers in the ranks, how- 
ever, whose names cannot be re- 
vealed yet, are now on their way 
to foreign posts to serve as full- 
time correspondents for Yank. There 
will be a Washington bureau, Lon- 
don bureau, Sydney bureau and 
other bureaus throughout the world, 
in addition to a sports and amuse- 
ment staff. Latter will review pic- 
tures which play camp theatres. 

Writing all will be in a light vein, 
with plenty of cartoons and pictures 
and emphasis on entertainment, at 
least until U. S. troops get on real 
battlefronts. Then it will be a 
real fighting man’s paper, with stor- 
ies from Yank reporters in the front 
lines, 


First printing of Yank, it is under- 
stood, will be 400,000 copies. It will 
be distributed by plane as far as is 
practicable. Price is 3c per copy 
or 50c for four months. 


Offices have been set up at 205 E. 
42d street, N. Y., and 12 of the 27 
staff members have already reported 
there. Among them are Corp. Harry 
Brown, formerly of the New Yorker; 
Corp. Peter M. Paris, former New 
York commercial artist; Private 
Alfred B. Hine, Jr., former copy and 
research chief of Ketchem, McLeod 


& Grove, Pittsburgh agency; Ser- 
geant Thomas Long, Indianapolis 
press agent and former Broadway 


hoofer; Private John Hay, Washing- 
ton correspondent for the Charleston 
(S. C.) News and Courier; Sergeant 
Edward J. Cunningham, news editor 
of the Burlington (N. J.) Press; 
Private Lloyd Shearer, syndicated 
columnist; Sergeant Burgess H. Scott, 
reporter for the Paducas (Ky.) Sun- 
Democrat; Private William T. Potter, 
accountant for Standard Oil, who’ll 
be on the business side; Private G. 
F. McBride, of Media Records, also 
for the business side, and Corp. Peter 
B. Woolley of the New York Herald 
Tribune. 


Among those coming in are Pri- 
vate Douglas Borgstedt, editor of the 
‘Post-Scripts’ page of the Satevepost; 
Private Ralph Stein, gag cartoonist 
for Collier’s, and Private Newton 
Oliphant, songwriter. Requirement 
for membership on the staff is mini- 
mum of six months in the Army. 





Cissie Again Attacks Luce 

Cissie Patterson last week resumed 
her offensive against Henry R. Luce; 
of Fortune,~Life, and Time, and, at 
the same time, she served notice that 
the Washington Times-Herald’s 
heavy artillery will soon be turned 
on Marshall Field, Ralph Ingersoll, 
George Backer, Archibald MacLeish, 
Ernest Lindley, Drew Pearson, and 
others who have been critical of her 
isolationist editorial policy. The new 
series will be called ‘Having a Won- 
derful Time Boys.’ 

Time, in the current issue, re- 
viewed her difficulties with the 
Pearson-Allen column, and, touching 
a tender spot, referred to the T-H 
as the ‘Hen House.’ 

When Time turned its first blast 
on the Patterson sheet, Mrs. P. re- 
torted with a signed rejoinder, in 
which she intimated that Luce had 
secured his material from a femme 
night club favorite. Later the Times- 
Herald suggested in a news story that 
thé place for such an interventionist 
as Publisher Luce was in the front 
line trenches. Whenever Time has 
met with legal reverses it has been 
heavily exploited in the T-H. 

T-H’s latest attack on Luce con- 
cerns allegedly uncomplimentary re- 


marks in Time about American Vol. 
unteer Group fiyers fighting 


China. for 





Blue Ode In Staid N. y. Times 

Readers of the N.Y. Times’ editor. 
lal page poetry last Wednesday (13) 
had reason: to jerk eyebrows skys 
ward and emit a long whistle. [ft 
was rather a surprise to find double 
entendre—and some of it not even 
double—among ‘All the News That’s 
Fit to Print.’ 

The verse went through all of the 
Times’ first edition and part of the 
late edition before it was Spotted 
by the night managing editor and 
killed. Not before it was discovered, 
however, by many Broadwayites 
who quickly bought up all the 
papers in sight. When it became 
impossible to get papers, photostats 
were made and were passed around, 

The poem, ‘The Artist,’ was 
written by a Times regular. He is 
Robert P. Tristram Coffin, who won 
a Pultizer prize for his verse in 1936, 

Times’ poetry is chosen by Percy 
Hutchinson, of its staff. After that it 
has to be approved by editor-in. 
chief Charles Merz. And then proofs 
of the editorial page are read by 
Times’ various execs. 





Distrib Co. Bankrupt 

Colonial News Co., Inc., distrib- 
utors of magazines since 1938, filed a 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in 
N. Y. federal court Thursday (14) 
listing $184,544 in assets and $485.972 
in liabilities. Assets consist of $67,- 
944 due from 468 distributors of 
magazines and $115,000 owed by the 
Kooba Corp. 

Liabilities consist ef $173,551 owed 
to Fox Publications, Inc.: $101,055 
owed to Elite Publications, Inc.; $30,- 
762 owed Swank Magazines Co., and 
$49,712 owed to 191 distributors. Se- 
cured creditors are owed $14,863. 





Russ Stewart’s New Jeb 
Russell Stewart is the new drama 
editor of the Washington Daily News, 
Replaces Helen Buchalter, who has 
gone over to Look magazine. 
Stewart has been serving the News 
on the reportorial staff. 


LITERATI OBITS 

James Shaw Nelson, 70, poet, who 
had been called the ‘Keats of Aus- 
tralia,’ died in Melbourne May 12. 

Charles F. Mosher, 75, who had 
been editor of the Cincinnati Post 
for a decade at the turn of the cen- 
tury, died in Cincinnati May 14. 

Charles Inman Barnard, 92, corre- 
spondent in Egypt for the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune in 1882-83, and’ from 
1897 to 1917 Paris correspondent for 
the N. Y. Tribune, died in Boston 
May 11. He had been noted for the 
part he played in Egyptian politics 
over 60 years ago. 

William Everett Hicks, 80, member 
of the news staff of the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle for many years, as well 
as a former reporter for the old N.Y. 
World, died May 15 in Brooklyn. 

William Elmer Wilkins, editor and 
publisher for 36 years of the Athens 
Free Press in Illinois, died there May 
16. 

Oscar R. Aleshire, 54, retired news- 
paperman, died in Pensacola, Fla, 
May 15. 





CHATTER 

Have, Boyle, veteran sports col- 
umnist of the Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette and one of Pennsylvania’s 
three boxing commissioners, who has 
been on sick leave singe last of 
November, has asked for and re- 
ceived an indefinite leave of absence 
to recuperate in a_ sanatorium. 
Doubtful if he’ll be back on the job 
for several months. 

Warners obtained exclusive serial- 
ization rights to ‘The Gay Sisters,’ 
the Stephen Longstreet novel now 
being filmed on the Burbank lot. 
Serial will be handled in the same 
manner as ‘Kings Row,’ which was 
released to 800 accounts through the 
Newspaper Enterprise Association. 

Buford Boone resigned as Macon 
(Ga.) Telegraph managing editor 
after 13 years’ service. Enters gov- 
ernment work in Washington. Clair 
Johnson, Macon News, succeeds him. 
Carmage Wells, general manager of 
two dailies, also announces Taylor 
Smith, Telegram sports editor, has 
beens named managing editor of the 
Telegraph. 

Garrett Byrnes, for years theatre 
critic for Providence Evening Bul- 
letin and the Providence Journal, 
upped to editorship of Providence 
Sunday Journal. Brad Swan, mem- 
ber of the general staff, takes over 
theatre beat. 

Doris Gilbert, writing partner of 
Sally Benson (‘Junior Miss’) at 
Metro, sold her first mag story to 





New Yorker, ‘Free, White and 21. 
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OUR HAT’S OFF TO 


KATE SMITH! 


With delighted : anticipation and sincere appreci- 








ation, we look foward to Friday Evening, May 
22nd, when, over the great, nationwide hookup 
of the entire Columbia Broadcasting System, the 
KATE SMITH VARIETY HOUR (8 to 8:55 p.m) 
will feature the outstanding Géctde M. Cohan 
music of WARNER BROS.Entertainment Miracle 


ANKE DOODLE DARDY 
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JAMES CAGNEY ..”YANKEE DOODLE DANDY” 


BASED ON THE STORY, LYRICS AND MUSIC OF GEORGE M. COHAN with JOAN LESLIE* WALTER HUSTON*RICHARD WHORF 


JEANNE CAGNEY +» FRANCES LANGFORD + GEORGE TOBIAS * IRENE MANNING -: Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 
Screen Play by Robert Buckner and Edmund Joseph « Original Story by Robert Buckner 
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~ PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Woody Herman Orch, Ink ts 


(4) Wally r, Lane & Ward, 
Carolyn, trey, Billie Rogers; ‘This 
Gun for Hire’ (Par), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ March 18, '42, 








Woody Herman played here sev- 
eral years ago, but since then has 
confined his local theatre dates to 
the nearby Strand, including one 
during the past winter. On his re- 
turn here he is playing against 
Jimmy Dorsey at the Strand. Up to 
a couple of weeks ago they were 
also against each other, with Dorsey’s 
‘band at the Hotel Pennsylvania 
and Herman at the New Yorker, a 
block away. Both orchestras are 
drawing big morning business, 

Band opens engagement here with 
a strong swing number, with Her- 
man on the clarinet and several 
members of the orchestra featured. 
Carolyn Grey, carried by the band, 
sings ‘Don’t Want to Walk.’ While 
she’s light on the selling, her vocal is 
injured in part because the band 
plays too loudly behind her. Billie 
Rogers, another vocalist with the 
Herman outfit, who follows in ‘Don’t 
Tell a Lie,’ is okay on voice, but 
somewhat lacking on salesmanship. 
Both singers need to loosen up more. 
The girls, who sit with the band- 
members, are On only once again, 
with Herman and several of the 
musicians when the group effectively 
does ‘Lamplighters Serenade’ against 
a striking drop background. 

Band numbers, all well done, 
though sometimes the brass is laid 
on too heavily, include ‘Down Un- 
der,’ ‘Amen’ with Herman and some 
of the boys adding vocal flavor, 
*‘Woodchoppers Fan It’ and ‘Chaipe- 
nacus.’ 

Ink Spots, Wally Brown and Lane 
and Ward, outside acts booked for 
the show, have all played here be- 
fore. 

Quartet making up the Ink Spots 
scores very stoutly in the closing 
spot, doing three numbers and an 
encore. Final stint is a bit too long. 
One of the members of the turn is 
somewhat on the theatrical side, 
overdoing matters a little, but it’s 
all clicko regardless.« 

Lane and Ward are on early in 
their clever acrobatic routine. This 
is one act that flavors strongly of the 
old vaude days, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s dated in any way. 

Brown also is what vaude called 
for when an act had to have some- 
thing to get anywhere. His material 
is extremely good and he sells it for 
top results, including the monolog 
built around incompleted sentences. 
He’s closing with an arrangement of 
‘We Can Do It Again,’ prepared for 
him by Al Siegel. Char. 


BUFFALO, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, May 15. 
Glen Gray’s Casa Loma Orch, 
Connee Boswell, Alan Carney, Allen, 
Burns & Cody, Pee Wee Hunt, Kenny 
Sargent; ‘Twin Beds’ (UA). 








Current running battle of the band 
shows between the Buff and 20th- 
Century is giving this town’s variety 
devotees their supreme chance to 
catch a couple of the current name 
outfits in action. This stanza it’s 
Glen Gray’s Casa Lomas pitted 
against Charlie Barnet at the Cen- 
tury. Whether or not the plethora 
of stage entertainment will jade local 
palates remains to be seen, but, 


meantime, indications are that Gray ! 


will chalk up a fine wicket tally for 
this round. 

_ As always, the Buff holds the edge 
in its presentations due partly to the 
local public’s clear preference for 
the house itself and probably more 
largely to the top-flight staging this 
deluxer gives its shows. At this 
catching, the Grey crew, in spite of 
any changes in decor or personnel 
due to the emergency, again im- 
presses on its thorough musical com- 
petency. The same smooth and im- 
peccable melodic style and delivery 


which has always marked the outfit | 


remains 
istic. 
in the type of unseemly shenanigans 
into which many of the top bands oc- 
casionally fall, and their earnest pro- 
fessional demeanor finds immediate 


response with the appreciative stub- | 


holders. 

‘Moonlight Cocktail’ is a_ click 
Opener and ‘Somebody Else,’ featur- 
ing the tromb section, also hit high. 
Pee Wee Hunt’s vocals sound cloudy, 
but ‘One Dozer Roses’ and ‘Dark- 
town Strutters,’ brings him into the 
homestretch in rousing style. Three 
youngsters, Allen, Burns and Cody, 
wham over a series of striking hand- 
stands and picturesque acrobatics, 
some old, some new, but all ex- 
tremely well done. Following the 
ensemble’s lifting reprise of their 
smacko ‘No Name Jive’ cutting, 
Kenny Sargent drew rich rewards 
with his medley of ‘You’ ballads— 
‘Praying for You,’ ‘Remember You.’ 
Crying for You’ and ‘For You,’ the 
final thrilling fillin consisting of a 
novel reading of ‘Talk of the Town.’ 
vocally backgrounded by the full 
and. Group's distinctive arrange- 
emg of ‘Jungle Chant’ furnishes a 
Ine beat-out, after which Alan 
Carney takes over. 

his trouper, seen here for the first 


its outstanding character- | 
The orch has never indulged | 





time, is a rare and intelligent mime 
with @ sure sense of pacing and 
showmanship, His war-flavored pic 
star impersonations, by his 
labor meeting travesty, the bell 
consistently. His remarks decrying 
applause for merely doing his job, 
and pointing out the absence of any 
commendation for ordinary workers 
as against an actor’s applause, are 
show-stop sock. Connee Boswell 
was out of the lineup for the teeoff 
show, her absence being announced 
as due to missing a plane connection. 
But, as is, and even minus her potent 
personality, this show is a plenty 
draughty unit. 

Rainy weather opening afternoon 
reduced customer queue to 2 trickle. 

urton. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, May 16. 
Faith Bacon, Dave & Dotty Work- 
man, Duke Jordan, Dodson’s Holly- 
wood Monkeys, Lord Lyon, Lola 
Montoya, Herb Six House Orch; 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). 





Units have been the fare here of 
recent weeks, but this bill returns to 
the formula of assembling standard 
acts before the Herb Six house band. 
As a headliner Faith Bacon helps the 
going at the boxcffice, but on the 
stage her efforts are merely in keep- 
ing with the generally mild quality 
of entertainment in the 55 minutes. 
This is Miss Bacon's first appearance 
here in some time, but her reputation 


seems to have carried over, as biz is 
considerably above average and can 
be mostly ascribed to her marquee 
magnetism. 


Routing has Duke Jordan doubling 
as m.c., evidently an assignment not 
in his usual line. Dave and Dotty 
Workman begin things, after the Six 
band toots a medley of currently 
topical songs, with their routine of 
musical novelties, specializing on 
liquid-filled goblets arranged as a 
keyboard and on Swiss bell-ringing. 
They’re standard, and give way to 
Lola Montoya, discovery night win- 
ner singing ‘Yours’ in English and 
her more native, Spanish (Mexican), 
tongue. 


Miss Bacon is spotted in one 
number mid-show to show what can 
be done by a strip dancer with an 
intriguing black veil. Technically 
she’s not a strip dancer, for she be- 
gins and ends this number already 
stripped. To close the show she’s 
back in her more famous fan dance. 
Between her numbers’ Dodson’s 
baboon and sextet of monkeys take 
over the stage to run through a 
string of tricks including piano 
pounding, tricycle riding, scooter 
pushing and roller skating for the 
usual plaudits awarded animal acts. 

Jordan here gets in his own turn 
at imitating solely by the use of his 
vocal chords the strains of Henry 
Busse’s ‘Hot Lips’ and Clyde McCoy’s 
corn trumpet to demonstrate reason- 
able amount of skill. Imitations of 
Ronnie Kemper and The Ink Spots 
are somewhat wide of the mark. 
Balancing turn by Lord Lyon and 
his audience-planted partner runs off 
variety of handstand tricks in regu- 
lation fashion before Miss Bacon 
closes the proceedings. Quin. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Cootie Williams Orch (15) with 
Eddie Vincent; Mills Bros. (5), 
Stump & Stumpy, Maxine Bros. & 
Bobbie; Pearl Bailey; 3 Jokers; ‘Con- 
tinental Express’ (Mono). 








Dandy vaude lineup here this 
week despite absence of big marquee 
names with exception of the Mills 
Bros. whose standard vocalizing and 
rep can usually be depended upon to 
draw a hefty share of business at the 


boxoffice. 

Cootie Williams’ band (Band Re- 
views) goes over big. Mills Bros., 
four plus a_ guitarist, impress as 


usual as an exceptionally smooth and | 


enormously self-assured group of 
vocalists. Somewhat in the subdued 
idiom, as compared with other col- 
ored acts on the bill, 
went over solidly with such tunes as 





the singers | 


‘Tell Me Your Dream,’ ‘Up a Lazy | 


River’ ‘Guess I’ll Be on My Way’ and 
‘Lucy Brown,’ 

Maxine Bros. and Bobbie, animal 
acrobatic turn with one dog and two 
humans (white) (New Acts), is one 
of the best acts of the kind around. 
Pearl Bailey, colored songstress, 
helps the generally well-balanced 
bill in a repertoire of fetching melo- 
dies. Her best is a hot number 
called ‘Rockin’ the Blues’ in which 
she had this darktown audience out 
of their seats and swinging. Miss 
Bailey has dynamic rhythm that 
can’t miss, either in picture house or 
nitery bookings. 

For the rest, there are Stump 
and Stumpy plus the Three 
Jokers, with song and _ dance 
routines. Stump and Stumpy, couple 
of black boys in blue suits with 
white buttons, flash excellent novelty 
dance routines. Their comedy, how- 
ever, is strictly a time-waster ex- 
eept when clowning on their feet. 
Three Jokers are conventional tap- 
ners still in the embryonic — and 
rac Mor, 


Liliciss 





STATE, N. Y. 


Benny Davis, Arthur Treacher, 
Red Marshall, The Vagabonds, Sandy 
Lang & Co., Jack Gilford, Miriam 
Lavelle, Thelma Staton, Hie Thomp- 
son, Shy Sisters, Ruby Zwerling 
House Orch; ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). 





The pattern of this week’s plat- 
form layout here is somewhat dif- 
ferent, with the Benny Davis revue 
occupying half of the bill, three other 
acts taking part of the rest. Davis 
also doubles as m.c. He has played 
here a flock of times with his revue 
always as the full show. On the 
whole the program is entertaining 
though not in the sock division. 


The vet composer has a sister 
team and four singles with him. He 
is on first singing ‘All I Need Is You’ 
and then, on the close, comes back 
to render a number of his own com- 
position, ‘Looking Forward to To- 
morrow,’ which gets ecross satisfac- 
torily. Portions of songs he’s writ- 
ten, topped, as on former occasions, 
by ‘Margie,’ turned out 20 years ago, 
winds up. Davis wrote the lyrics for 
‘Margie.’ 

Davis’ first specialty performer to 
go on is Miriam’Lavelle who opens 
with a tap routine and follows with 
an acrobatic number along regula- 
tion lines except for an effective 
body-twist while doing a handstand. 
She just closed in Clifford Fischer’s 
‘Keep "Em Laughing.’ 

The Shy Sisters, in Russian peas- 
ant costumes, do well singing an ar- 
rangement of an old number and 
‘My Little Cousin.” Hie Thompson, 
ballet tap dancer, appears a real find. 
Youth does two routines scoring 
strongly on each. 

A hillbilly jitterbug is Thelma 
Staton who employs somewhat of a 
Martha Rave technique in rather 
noisily giving out with two numbers, 
one an arrangement of ‘Don’t Sit 
Under the Apple Tree.’ Gets over 


okay. 

Jack Gilford engages in talk and 
impression bits topped for a novel 
and amusing close with an idea of 
how a concert baritone would sing 
‘Empty Saddles.’ Lad continues 
to show promise. 

Sandy Lang & Co., roller-skating 
trio, open while The Vagabonds 
(New Acts) are second and Arthur 
Treacher, assisted by Red Marshall, 
takes the middle-of-the-bill spot. 

Treacher with his derby and um- 
brella is disappointing as result of 
weak material including the session 
with Marshall as straight man and 
later the ‘recitation portion built 
around Treacher’s lament that he’s 
tired of being a butler, a popular 
film characterization for him. 
Treacher and Marshall were in 
‘Panama Hattie’ (legit) together. 

The Lang skating act is effective 
not only from the standpoint of the 
routine and excellent carrying, spin- 
ning and other work but also as re- 
sult of the radium lighting used 
throughout the turn. Char. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, May 17. 
George Beatty, Michale San-Din 
Dancers, Bogash & Bardine, June 
Lorraine, Judson Cole, Harry Reser 
House Orch; ‘4 Jacks and a Jill 
(RKO). 





This is as close a throwback to 
gaslite burley as the Olympia has 
come in a long time. George Beatty 
cues it correctly with crack, ‘it isn’t 


worth getting out of bed for.’ And 
who should know better’ than 
Beatty? He routined it and keeps 


one spotlight man busy following 
him around. 

Beatty has been doing scenarios 
on the Coast and, according to him, 
is taking a vacation doing four’a 
day. If he ever uses any of the 
routines sprung here in a scenario 
they’ll have him making stereopticon 
slides. 

Gets things off to breakneck pace by 
wandering out on apron and apolo- 





gizing for band’s absence by saying 
they were playing gin rummy and| 
forgot about show. With that boys 
make a dash for stands, pulling on 
their coats as they come. Finale is 
a repeat for late comers. Tooters | 
leap off stand and start shedding be- | 
fore they hit the wings. 

But that’s not the end for Beatty. | 


He’s still knocking himself out on 
an empty stage when the feature 
lights up. Has some great gags, too. 


Of course, everytime he opens his 
mouth a moth gets singed in the 
spotlight. But then his mother told 
him it’s no use. He says so him- 
self. Stuff is just over the custom- 
ers’ heads. And those snappy cafe 
chants—I Married a Strip Tease 
Dancer,’ et al. Great for a family 
house. And boy does he kill ’em 
when he cues the applause. Whistles 
through his teeth. 

Budget blues got the remainder of 
this bill, too. Michale San-Din and 
his two pretty partners are a de- 
vitalized edition of Jack Cole 
dancers. Costuming, biz of clasping 
hand to acknowledge appreciation 
and even Cole’s very familiar ‘bird 
hunters’ routine are too well known 
to risk comparison. 

Mimicry of June Lorraine is okay, 


| Here Hampton is outstanding on both 





but standard. Triple play of Barry- 
rmore to Davis to Durante isn’t socky | 


enough to score a home run any 


longer. Bogash and Bardine are in 
Same category. Stew routine is 
overworked and tedious. When they 


finally do uncork the acrobatics it’s 
too late. 

Judsen Cole’s hokus is moderately 
amusing, but nothing startling. He 
might click in a smaller room, but 
not with that egg-in-a-bag illusion. 
at a wonder it hasn’t hatched before 
this. 


Spotty biz. Leslie. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, May 16. 

‘Meet the People’ revue with 
Buddy Rogers, Patsy Kelly, Buddy 
Pepper, Joey Faye, Lorraine Kruger, 
Alice Temple, Jack Albertson, Marion 
Colby, Ted Arkin, Bennie Klassmer 
and house orch (13); ‘Butch Minds 
the Baby’ (U). 


This is the boiled-down version of 
the full-length revue which started 
on the Coast a couple of years ago. 
ZaSu Pitts had been coupled with 
Buddy Rogers for awhile in the star- 
ring, but Patsy Kelly has since re- 
placed Miss Pitts. on this 
catching, latter is giving some com- 
edy stature as well as b.o. pull to the 
layout. 

Company is made up of talented 
youngsters utilizing original material 
to the hilt. Accomplishing a good 
pace and holding throughout, doings 
open with a brisk audience bit fol- 
lowed by a blackout which leads into 
the ‘Our Union Label’ comedy num- 
ber employing the entire company 
in a strip down to comedy under- 
wear. Ted Arkin follows with stren- 
uous impersonations of film and 
radio personalities, after which 
Rogers and Miss Kelly step into one 
for some okay crossfire. Comedienne 
knows how to go after a laugh and 
time the punch line for best results. 
Keeps close to her film character 
sans any attempt at glamour or fancy 
talk, which is the right thing. 

Other bits enlist some comedy 
panto, a double piano bit by Rogers 
and Buddy Pepper, a brace of dead- 
pan song satires by Marion Colby, a 
biting parody on the south in song 
and dance by Buddy Pepper and 
Jack Albertson, a comedy routine 
featuring Joey Faye, and a setto of 
orchestral stuff in which Rogers runs 
through the entire instrumentation. 
Hillbilly wedding to swing serves as 
a finale and a brisk sendoff. 

Revue should prove a natural 
for any playing time, with added 
strength of Rogers and Miss Kelly a 
clincher for important money. Of 
cast Buddy Pepper shows consider- 
able promise and bears watching for 
ambitious doings. 

Biz here okay. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 16. 
Lionel Hampton Orch (15) with 
Fred Bekitt, Sonny Graves, Rubel 
Blakley, Ada Brown, Buck & Bub- 
bles; ‘2 Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col). 








Burm. 








Sudden illness of Maxine Sullivan, 
skedded to co-headline the bill with 
Lionel Hampton's orchestra, is hurt- 
ing the marquee draft of this week’s 
lineup at the Earle. But Hampton 
and his boys knock themselves out 
trying and they’re helped plenty by 
the two supporting acts—Ada Brown 
and Buck and Bubbles. 

The band is playing its first thea- 
tre date in Philly and the man with 
the vibraharp and his sepia swing- 
sters are plenty in the Harlem style. 
They start off slowly, going into the 
schmaltzy department for Rubel 
Blakley’s solos—‘Skylark,’ *Tan- 
gerine’ and ‘Nightingale.’ 

But from then on it’s plenty torrid. 
There’s a thing called ‘Mushmouth’ 
in which trombonists Freddy Bekitt 
and Sonny Graves stage a musical 
‘duel’ with their sliphorns. It’s a 
novel stunt which puts the initial 
zing into the proceedings. 

Other band numbers which set the 
house a-jumpin’ are ‘Nola,’ in which 
Hampton shines on his vibra, and 
last, but by no means least, is the 
band’s finale, ‘Flying Home.’ It’s one 
of the hottest hunks of jive scattered | 
ahout in these parts in many a moon. 


vibra and on the skins. Both the 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 15. 
Benny Goodman Orch (14), Art 
London, Peggy Lee, Gil Maison, Am- 








bassadorettes (3); ‘Always In My 
Heart’ (WB). 
It was Benny Goodman’s band 


without Goodman today (Friday). 
House had pushed back early bird 
matinee show hour later than usual 
when maestro wired he had to ap- 
pear before his draft board in New 


York and wouldn’t arrive until one 
o’clock plane, but he couldn’t make 
that either, and late in afternoon he 
"phoned that Saturday would be the 
earliest to expect him. Cost the WB 
deluxer a nice penny inasmuch as 
there were plenty who turned back 
at the boxoffice at barkers’ an- 
nouncements that Goodman himself 
was missing. 

In his absence, orch was fronted 
and show was m.c.d by one of the 
trombone players, whose introduc- 
tions couldn’t be heard beyond the 
first few rows, the mike notwith- 
standing. Perhaps it was just as 
well, as nobody would have heard 
him anyway. Stanley has never had 
such a noisy, uncontrollable audi- 
ence. Cops were stationed every- 
where to keep the jitterbug hordes 
from following the dictates of their 
feet and tribal spirits, but it was 
no use. Picture at the getaway 
could have been dispensed with al- 
together. Mob yelled, screamed and 
whistled all through ‘Always In My 
Heart,’ impatient for the picture to 
get over with and the stage show to 
show up. That was apparently all 
they came for. 

Hysteria, however, from the juke- 
box jivers couldn’t have been any 
more pronounced if Goodman him- 
self had been present, although his 
absence was felt. It eliminated the 
Goodman sextet and band leader’s 
own wizardry on the licorice stick 
was missed, too. But otherwise 
things were typically Goodmanesque, 
and okay by the swingeroos, who 
couldn’t get enough of anything. 
They brought Art London back for 
five numbers and Peggy Lee for 
four, and the two vocalists cleaned 
out the books, down through ‘Tan- 
gerine,’ ‘Heart of Texas,’ ‘Blue Skies,’ 
‘Don’t Want to Walk.’ ‘Zoot Suit,’ 
‘Skylark.’ ‘Somebody Else’ and ‘Let’s 
Fall in Love.’ Diction to most pres- 
ent-day band vocalists is just a word 
in the dictionary, as it is to London 
and Miss Lee, but even that made no 
difference to the Goodman clientele. 
All they wanted to hear were those 
vocal licks. 

Band’s top numbers are ‘Jersey 
Bounce’ and ‘One O’Clock Jump’ 
and the latter had ’em screaming, 
stomping and rocking the gallery. 
Specialties. with Goodman missing, 
were confined to a piano spot for 
Mel Power, Goodman’s 18-year-old 
ivory tickler, who’s plenty good, and 
a couple of downfront appearances 
by some of the brasses, 

Only two outside acts. Gil Maison 
cleans up with his clever dog act, 
in which humorous chatter plays an 
important part, and that Frank Buck 
bit with the monkey who sits on a 
chair throughout is just as funny as 
ever. It’s exactly the same turn 
Maison had last time around, without 
a single new trick. but he keeps it 
looking and sounding almost new, 
and that’s the payoff. Amb2ssa- 
dorettes are three gals who have 
bodies made of rubber and their acro 
stuff is plenty showy, tonped by 
some nimble tricks over and around 
a swinging rope. 

Biz not bad, with Goodman's ab- 
sence no doubt accounting for those 
empty pews in rear balcony. Cohen. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, May 18. 
Lynn Royce & Vanya, Pansy the 
Horse, Bob Bromley, Roxyettes; 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), 








With ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ occu- 
pying most of the time, the stage 
show at the Earle is again very much 
curtailed, but again it is very good. 
Three acts constitute the entire stage 





bandsmen and the »"*ience are limp | 
when the curtain falls. 

Ada Brown. heftv sepia songstress. | 
is plenty click with her w.k. ‘Real 
Estate Papa, You Ain’t Gonna Sub- 
divide Me,’ as well as her rendition | 


lof ‘St. Louis Blues,’ ‘Georgia’ and | 


‘Pigev Went to Market.’ | 
Buck and Bubbies, well known | 
in Philly. also go over nicely with 
their distinctive song, dance and 
patter act. All in all the package of 
colored entertainment is plenty solid 
—but it needs at least another act, 
the calibre of ailing Miss Sullivan, to 
m>?ke it outstanding. 
House was about three-fourths 
filled when caught Friday (after- 
noon). Shal. 


Out for a Gallop 


Hollywood, May 19. 
Cesar Romero moved off the danc- 
ing floor and climbed back on his 
horse to resume the Cisco Kid series 
at 20th-Fox after being dismounted 
since last January. 
New western’s title is ‘The Cisco 








Kid Rides Again,’ produced by Ralph 
Dietrich. 


interlude with but 20 minutes 
utilized for the presentation. 

The dancing trio headlining the 
bill, Lynn, Royce and Vanya, had 
the audience gasping, when not 
laughing, with their burlesque 
adagio indicating or injury any min- 
ute, for the gal of the trio. 

Pansy the Horse, with the beaut 
‘trainer,’ got many laughs, while Bob 
Bromley’s ventriloquism and clever 
handling of his marionets went over 
exceptionally well. 

As usual, Harry Anger’s Roxyeties 
not only create beautiful atmosphere 
to dress the acts, but also do a 
couple of very novel and excellent 
numbers, one particularly good being 
the tuneful melodies created while 
dancing with sleigh bells on their 
angles and wrists. Marg. 


Glamour Unfurled 


Hollywood, May 19. 
George Marshall draws the director 
chore on ‘Star Spangled Glamour,’ 
a musical picture with a patriotie 
background at Paramount. 
Recently Marshall directed ‘Forest 





| Rangers’ on the same lot. 
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T! We warned you about “Buck Privates’ 
0 | 
T ON ! £ and we're warning you about this one! 


0 
G ET it The Hottest Band! 


HARRY JAMES. 


AND HIS MUSIC MAKERS 
The Hottest Swing Stars! 


Bis, ANDREWS SISTERS 


Che Hottest Cafe Entertainer! 


JOE E. LEWIS 




















Pescraratscotat oot 








THE HOTTEST TUNES ! Ya 
“Don’t Sit Under the | [ila 
















with 


DICK FORAN 


Apple Tree” 
ree ERNEST TRUEX * SHEMP HOWARIS 
“Three Little Sisters MARY WICKES RICHARD DAVIES 
«Private Buckaroo” HUNTZ HALL + JENNIFER HOL 
TAGALONG 


and THE JIVIN’ JACKS ana JILLS 


Screen Play, Edmund Kelso > Edward James 
Original Story, Paul Gerard Smith 


Directed by Edward F. Cline 
Associate Producer, Ken Goldsmith 


° / A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 





‘You Made Me Love You’’ 
“Yes, | Do” 





4 


AVAILABLE FOR DE LUXE SHOWINGS STARTING MAY 29th 


s ; 2 JOBS TO DO FOR OUR AMERICA! 
(One) Army-Navy Relief collections in Theatres May 14-20 « (Two) War Bond & Stamp Sale in Theatres begins May 30 
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Carey Wilson’s Click USO Short 
Highlights Newest Gov't Pix 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Three public service shorts, 


screened by the War Activities Com- 
mittee for critics in New York, Mon- 


day (18), proved nothing so much as 
that the Government should at once 
draft Carey Wilson. The Metro 
shorts producer and writer should 
prove invaluable using his talents 
exclusively in selling the ideas via 
film that the Government wants sold. 
and as adviser to other producers of 
shorts and features tied up with the 
war effort. 

For Wilson’s USO short, ‘Mr. Gar- 
denia Jones,’ screened Monday, was as 
far ahead of trailers of this nature as 
his regular product for Metro is 
above most of the industry’s other 
briefies. ‘Jones,’ running 13144 min- 
utes, was produced by Metro and is 
being released through United 
Artists. Shown with it were ‘Win- 
ning Your Wings,’ an 18-minute sub- 
ject with Jimmy Stewart, made and 
released for the Army Air Corps by 
Warner Bros., and ‘Keep 'Em Roll- 
ing,’ a three-minute song short made 
by the Office for Emergency Man- 
agement Film Unit and released by 
Universal. 

Wilson, in his USO subject, again 
demonstrates his knack for taking 
what might well be a dull subject 
and making of it a warm, human and 
highly-interesting document to the 
fullest meaning of that term, ‘Gar- 
denia Jones’ is a short which any 


exhib can be pleased to play and will 
find a valuable addition to any bill 
in plain dollars and cents at the box- 
office. Part of Wilson's skill is in 
so carefully building up his mes- 
sage—a plea for contributions to 
USO—that the audience actually be- 
comes anxious to get the sales talk. 
It wants to find out what it can do 
to help, like Donald Duck in Walt 
Disney’s recent income tax short. 
It’s a fine piece of salesmanship. 


Wilson, as in most of his Metro 
product, does the narration himself 
in his understanding and friendly 
voice. He’s greatly aided in pre- 
senting his ideas by the direction of 
George B. Seitz and a cast fhat in- 
cludes Ronald Reagan, Laraine Day, 
Fay Bainter and Charles Winninger. 


W's Air Corps Pic 

Warner’s admittedly had a much 
tougher subject to dramatize in its 
recruiting pitch for the Air Corps. 
Major point was covering every pos- 
sible job in the air service, so that 
those with an aspiration to serve 
might see the wide variety of pos- 
sible duties in addition to piloting a 
plane. It’s plenty effective, too. Pic- 
ture goes into every first-run on 
Broadway this week and will prob- 
ably account. for a load of recruits. 
Its defect is its overlength. That’s 
partially unavoidable because of its 
cataloging nature. Profuse inspira- 
tional stuff is not needed, however, 
and would be better scissored. Stew- 
art’s intimate style of delivery, too, 
becomes very irksome at this length. 


OEM short is the first in a series of 
three-minute song subjects aimed to 
give America a lift. Richard Rodgers 
and Lorenz Hart have written the 
tune, ‘Keep ’Em Rolling,’ especially 
for this short. Jan Peerce sings it. 

here’s no commentary or talk of 
any kind. It opens with Peerce sing- 
ing against shots of defense workers 
and, about half way through, words 
are flashed on the screen and the 
audience is asked to join in. 

“Keep ’Em Rolling’ is an unfertun- 
ate choice for first of the song series, 
for the tune Rodgers and Hart have 
created is difficult and not at all 
catchy. Thus the whole thing loses 
its effect. Future subjects in the 
Series, however, will use such popu- 
lary military tunes as ‘Anchors 
Aweigh,” ‘Caissons Go Rolling 
Along,’ ‘Semper Fidelis,’ and other 
bright service and marching songs. 


rey should be much more success- 
ul. 


Reason for choosing the ‘Keep "Em 
Rolling’ subject first was the fact 
that the OEM had the shots of war 
plants in its library to make the film. 
Army made it impossible to get any 
recent pictures of troops, fighting or 
in Maneuvers, for the military songs. 
Some have been received, however, 
by now and will be used in the next 
picture, which will be through 


shortly, 








ROACH’S 8 FOR 1942-43 


Favors 4-5-Reelers, But Concedes 
Need for Production Revisions 








With his first year making ‘stream- 
liners’ drawing to a close and prov- 
ing the experiment with short fea- 
tures a financial success, Hal Roach 
will make eight more of the four- 
to-five-reelers next season. Roach 
was in New York from the Coast 
last week confabbing with United 
Artists’ execs on next season’s plans. 
He returned to Hollywood Sunday 
(17), making a one-day stopover in 
Chicago. 

Roach disclosed in New York that 
certain bugs in the initial year’s op- 
eration would be eliminated. First 
will be the reduction from 10 pix 
this season to eight next. There also 
will be no musicals and no product | 
in color, There were a number of 
each this season. 

Producer explained he had dis- 
covered that the added coin for mu- 
sic and color could be more profit- 
ably spent on improving scripts. 
Musical and chromo streamliners 
this season were less than profit- 
able, with the other pix, however, 
more than compensating to put him 


on the right side of the ledger, 
Roach said. 


Draft UMP! Plan 


. 
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tor or 
operators. 


On individual disagreements be- 
tween a distrib and exhib the person 
desiring conciliation of a problem 
shall first discuss the matter with the 
other party involved (exhib or 
branch manager) in an attempt to 
reconcile their differences. Should 
they fail to agree on a settlement, 
then other gradual steps are to be 
taken leading to the distrib’s home- 
office. If still failing to arrive at 
a solution, matter goes to the UMPI’s 
general secretary and finally to the 
general committee of UMPI as a last 
resort. It is believed on all sides 
that few cases would go as far as 
the UMPI general committee. 

Because it was suggested that re- 
luctance on the part af exhibs hav- 
ing complaints of forcing might be 
removed if each of the five consent- 
ing companies would issue a deciara- 
tion of policy on the subject, it was 
recommended at UMPI sessions that 
distribs send. out letters on policy. 
Recommended that letters be sent 
each exhib association for distribu- 
tion among members inviting exhibs, 
who feel that they have suffered 


representative of circuit 





from a violation of the forcing rules, 
to complain to the homeoffice with | 
assurance that the complaint would 
be promtly adjusted and that the) 
exhib would be in no wise preju- | 
diced in future dealings with the| 
company. This has already been 
done, distribs have informed the | 
UMPI. 
Par, WB Unsubscribed 


While all five consenting com- 
panies, Metro, Paramount, 20th, RKO 
and Warner Bros., havé agreed to| 
the UMPI sales plan and reaffirmed | 
their policy against the forcing of 
shorts, Par and WB have not sub- 
scribed to the conciliation method. 
However, Par has stated it will study | 
the possibility of accomplishing re- | 
lief through arbitration. Warners | 
has declared its willingness to con- 
ciliate directly with its customers | 
and any and all complaints which 
they may have against Warners aris- | 
ing out of their dealings with WB 
and accordingly, Warners has invited 
all exhibs who believe themselves 
entitled to any relief to tell their 
story to WB at its homeoffice, 
either in person or in writing. WB 
assures all such exhibs that their 
matters will be given prompt atten- 
tion and that they will receive what- 
ever relief their claim warrants. 

UMPI finance committee set up in- 
cludes H. M. Richey, Loew’s; Ned E. 
Depinet, RKO; Max A. Cohen, Allied 
Theatre Owners of New York; Jack 
Kirsch, Allied of Illinois; Leonard 
Goldenson, Paramount, and W. F. 
Crockett, MPTO of Virginia. 

To date each consenting distrib 
has contributed $2,400, each national 
exhib association $1,000 and the af- 
filiated theatre associations $700, to 
take care of expenses of UMPI com- 








|mittee members during deliberations 
ito date. i 











Hunts Songpluggers 
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fessional stage background. Among 
them, however, is Ezra Stone, now 
attached to the Morale Division in 
the Second Corps Area, who is one 
of Serlin’s production aides on dia- 
log staging. 

Berlin, who is domiciled in the 
barracks at Camp Ufton, had 
a talent audition last Sunday at 
Fort Dix, and another next Monday 
(25) at Fort Monmouth will be cele- 
brated as a ‘Salute to Irving Berlin,’ 

Of the generous score—some 20 
numbers, since the show will be 
chiefly words and music—there are 
nine new publishable songs, and 
these will be exclusivel: handled by 
the Army Emergency Relief Fund. 
All proceeds to the Fund and no 
profit to Berlin. Only ‘God Bless 
America,’ ‘Mandy,’ ‘I hate to Get 
Up in the Morning’ and _  ~pos- 
sibly ‘This Time’ will be reprised in 
the show. ‘Mandy’ for the first act 
finale, a minstr2l scene. 

Berlin is trying to line up eight 


| boys from the 1918 ‘Yaphank’ as a 


sentimental reprise, and Dan Healy, 
nitery m.c., who has his own 52d 
St. bistro, and Sammy Lee, now a 
Hollywood filmusical stager, may 
pitch in on this. They were in ‘Yap- 
hank’ and have volunteered to do 
specialties in this sequence. 


After three weeks’ rehearsals at 
Upton, Berlin will bring the entire 
cast to the Broadway theatre, where 
the show is due to open July 4 for 
three or four weeks, then probably 
touring, 


Brooks Costume and Emil Fried- 
lander, head of Dazian's, both are 
making generous donations to the 
show with costumes and scenery. 





Phil Truex, Jas. MacColl In 
Fort Tilden, N. Y., May 19. 

Privates Philip Truex and James 
MacColl, both legit players prior to 
induction, are being sent to Camp 
Upton, L. L, on detached service for 
parts in Irving Berlin’s Army musi- 
cal, ‘This Is the Army.’ 

Other pros here include Privates 
J. Richard Jones (late of ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’). Charles Blake (co-author of 
‘Crazy With the cleat’). First Class 
Private John Kibbee, son of Guy 
Kibbee, is also on this post, in the 
public relations office. : 

Pvt. John Koenig, serving in the 
U.S. Signal Corps, at Ft. Monmouth, 
N. J., has been given special assign- 
ment to do the settings and costumes 
for ‘This Is the Army.’ 


Koenig was a Broadway scene de- 
signer before entering the service. 





Minimum Pay Pact, 


Stevens Election - 


As Prez Ratified by Screen Directors 





SOME BILLING! 


United Nations Films, Inc., But It’s 
Just a Documentary 








United Nations Films, Inc., has 
been formed in New York to make a 
documentary-type film, ‘Story of an 
Isolationist.’ It will be produced by 
Alois Englander, 16 mm. filmmaker, 
and directed by Hans Burger, who 
was an assistant to Herb Kline on 
‘Crisis.’ 

Englander has been talking with 
major distribs on a possible release 
and also negotiating with some name 
players to appear in it. About half 
the footage will be pure documen- 
tary and the other half shot in a stu- 
dio in New York. 


April Extras Off From ’41 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Extras’ earnings in April were 
$100,000 off from the same month last 
year, but $33,000 over March of this 
year. Also 10,000 fewer placements 
this April, than last. 

Daily average for April this year 
$11.60, covering 23,600 jobs. 
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Allied-ASCAP 
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anything that might cause a decrease 
in ASCAP’s income from the entire 
exhibiting business. What they 


wanted was that ASCAP reduce its 


fee allocations for those theatres 
that have lost attendance by popula- 
tion shift, or induction into the 
armed services, and to pass along 
this difference to those theatres that 
have benefited in local business. 

On the ASCAP side of the table at 
this meeting were John G, Paine, 
general manager, Herman Green- 
berg, Paine’s assistant, and Charles 
C. Schwartz, of ASCAP counsel. 
Col. Cole advised Paine where the 
latter could obtain statistical data 


beating Wut the Allteé group's-stute- 


ments on recent population move- 
ments. , 

The Allied Board at a recent meet- 
ing in Chicago made recommenda- 
tions that the association petition 
distributors about granting rental 
relief to exhibitors in those com- 
munities that have lost appreciable 
percentages of their potential audi- 
ences by war industry migration and 
conscription. 





Inside Stuff —Pictures 





P. J. Wood, secretary of the Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio, last 


week expressed doubt on 
fans attending UV. S. 


figures 


of the nation’s business. 


in ‘Variety’ 
picture theatres each week, predicating his ideas on 
; Ohio’s 3% amusement tax and his contention that Ohio represents 5.5% 
Wood previously has cited Ohio’s amusement 
| tax and the 5.5% figure as one way of figuring U. S. cinema attendance. 


that there are 90,000,000 


‘Variety’ bases its resume on U. S. Treasury estimates and actual admis- 
sion tax figures which show that the old Hays office and Department of 
Commerce figures on weekly attendance were approximately correct, 
Main basis for Wood’s disputing the ‘Variety’ figures is that he claims 
motion picture business in Ohio represents only 70% of all admission 


taxes collected. 
section of the entire country. 


Also he believes conditions in Ohio are a true cross- 


Wood cites the Department of Commerce ‘Census of Business’ as proving 
his point that the picture theatre business represents only 70% of ad- 


mission fees. 


However, the 30% figure the ‘Census of Busisgess’ covers 


not only admittance fees to spectator sports such as baseball and football, 
opera, etc., but also taxes on bowling alleys, skating rinks, billiard parlors 
and many other extraneous amusements to which no admission is charged 


—hence, should not be figured in 


taxation. 


any 


breakdown involving admission 


White House screening of films 


of 


a lost aboriginal tribe in southern 


Mexico resulted in the pictures being purchased by the Office of Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Affairs at the suggestion of the President. 
They are to be distributed non-theatrically throughout the United States. 


the jungles of Mexico. 


| Pix were shot by explorer Dana Lamb and his wife during 18 months in 





Carl Laemmie, Jr., says that if, as and when he returns to film produc- 
tion, when mustered ut of the Army, he probably couldn’t get three lines 
in any of the columns which have been over-publicizing his service at 


For, Monmouth with the Signal Corps. 


Some of it has been ridiculous 


and embarrassing to the ex-film producer, especially the emphasis on his 
ae 


financial generosity. 





From a ‘publicity’ purpose, the Public Relations Committee, Eastern Di- 


ordinating object. 


‘vision, of the Motion Picture Industry, has evolved into a goodwill co- 
Hence the change in billing to Public Relations Com- 


mittee, with Glendon Allvine as executive secretary. Prime task is to off- 
set any sniping or negative publicity in columns, etc., with emphasis on 


suppress-agency of bad publicity, 
aspects, 


as much as press-agentry of favorable 





‘Charley's Aunt,’ just being tradeshown in London, has been re-tagged 
‘Charley’s American Aunt,’ though no explanation is given for the switch 


in title. Peculiar part of changing th 


that ‘Charley’s Aunt’ is orl 


o 


v + 
J = 
raAROC flit. 





Hollywood, May 19. 
Ratification of a contract fixing 
minimum pay for film directors and 
reelection of George Stevens as prexy 
have been consumated by the Screen 
Directors Guild. Other officers also 


voted by acclamation are Mark 
Sandrich, first v.p.; Williaim Well- 
man, second v.p.; William Tuttle, 
secretary; Richard Wallace, treas- 
urer, 

Eight new members elected to the 
board are Jack Conway, Victor 
Fleming, Alexander Hall, Henry 


King, Frank Lloyd, Leo McCarrey, 
Sandrich Tuttle. Board members 
with year to go on current terms are 
David Butler, George Cukor, Edward 
Griffith, Howard Hawks, A. Edward 
Sutherland, Richard Wallace, Bill 
Wellman, Sam Wood. 

Under revised agreement, minimum 
for free-lance directors of westerns 


| costing $15,000 or less is set at $300 


weekly, with two-week employment 
guarantee. Minimum salary $400 
week for westerns costing from $15,- 
000 to $25,000. For westerns in be- 
tween $25.000 and $75,000, minimum 
is $450, with three-week employment 
guarantee. 

For feature pictures not covered 
in this bracket, minimum is $400 
weekly, with two-week employment 
guarantee. Director allowed five 
days’ preparation with part employ- 
ment guarantee. Cutting time to be 
individually negotiated. For fea- 
tures other than westerns costing 
over $25,000 and for westerns cost- 
ing over $75,000, weekly minimum is 
$400 with one-week guarantee, 

If director receives $750 per week 
or less, cutting time included as part 
of employment guarantee. 

Minimum for serials, $250 weekly 
with six-week guarantee. Five days’ 
preparation time allowed to be in- 
cluded as part of employment guar- 
antee, Directors to receive pay 
when called for retakes, ete., at rate 
of one-sixth weekly scale for each 
day. 

For features costing over $200,000, 
director allowed two weeks’ prepara- 
tion time. On features costing be- 


Aween $25,000 and $200,000, director 


allowed one week's preparation. 
Freelance Directors 

Free-lance directors employed at 
salary of $750 per week or less en- 
titled to full salary during prepara- 
tion time. No free-lance director 
can be employed on flat deal price 
per picture for less than $1,500, and 
period of employment on such deal 
not to exceed 4% weeks. For each 
week ir excess of 442 weeks on flat 
deal, director to be paid at rate of 
$333.33 per week. Minimum pay of 
directors under term contract fixed 
at $250. 

Term contract stated to mean em- 
ployment of director for period of 
13 weeks, with or without layoffs, 
optional periods to be for not less 
than 26 weeks. Director employed 
on terms of contract for serials will 
receive minimum of $200. Optional 
period changed from 26 weeks to 20 
out of 26 weeks. 

Producers also agreed directors be 
allowed .to express opinions and to 
be consulted concerning cutting of 
each feature, western or serial. 

Directors permitted to view all 
rushes and make changes in cut se- 
quences without major elimination of 
scenes or dialog, provided there is no 
material delay in cutting. Director 
also will be invited to view first 
rough cut of picture and discuss with 
producer any changes he feels nec- 
essary for best interests of picture. 

Person not heretofore having di- 
rected a picture, who is employed 


for that purpose by a _ producer, 
comes under Guild provisions, if he 
is retained to direct second picture. 
All provisions apply if he is retained 


to direct the second picture. 

All provisions of producer-SDG 
basic agreement of 1939 not covered 
in this revised contract are made 
part of general agreement and re- 
main effective. 


Roberts Top Set Dresser 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Casey Roberts was elected presi- 
dent of the Society of Motion Picture 
Interior Decorators, succeeding 
Henry Grace who retired after three 
terms. Ira Webb was elected vice- 
president and Ray Moyer secretary- 
treasurer, 

Society ratified the new five-year 
agreement with the Producers calle 








jing for a minimum scale of $130 a 
e title on the Jack Benny starrer is | week for decorators and $75 for as- 


inally an English Sistants. 
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LEO GOT IT _—C 
STRAIGHT FROM 
NOSTRADAMUS! 
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(His prophecies always come true! (And by the way, his 
(newest release “FURTHER PROPHECIES OF NOS- 
‘TRADAMUS?” is the most amazing of those famed Carey 
‘Wilson short subjects.) Now comes this latest predic- 
. tion—Right from Mr. Nostradamus himself! LISTEN: 


‘MRS. MINIVER’ 


is the Big Parade 
of This War! 
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Just selected as a Redbook Magazine Picture 
of the Month! The Talk of the industry follow- 
ing its trade shows! Listen to the critics rave: 


“A picture that justly merits the description—great!”—Film Daily 
‘‘Appeal to all groups and ages for which the showman prays.”— : 

M. P. Herald e “Will loom large on the film horizon of this day and 

| many days.”—Box-Office « “‘Great achievement. Its appeal must be 
en. reckoned unlimited.”—M. P. Daily ¢ “Production in top Metro tradi- , 

ws tion.” —Variety (Weekly) © “‘Spellbinder. Good for top business every- 

where.” —Showmen’s Trade Review e “Will be one of Metro’s 

show pieces of the year.”—Daily Variety e ‘Masterful, absorbing 

film document. A labor of love.”—Hollywood Reporter. 





“MRS. MINIVER” WILL 
FOLLOW “TORTILLA FLAT” 


AT THE MUSIC HALL! 
(The BIG ones are M-G-M 1) 
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Sundays OK Now in Miss. 





Courts Give Up in Frustrated Attempts to Enforce. 
Ancient Blue Laws 





Memphis, May 19. 


Mississippi's Sunday blue laws 
have cracked under the strain of or- 
ganized attack by an outraged citi- 
zenry. , 

When a jury in the Hinds County 
Court tossed out all three convic- 
tions given in Jackson police courts 
against Henry Seel, operator of the 
Paramount, city officials in the state’s 
capital threw up their hands and 

uit. 

“ No further effort will be made to 
enforce Mississippi's 120-year-old 
Sabbath laws on the movies, it was 
officially announced by Mayor Wal- 
ter A. Scott and Commissioners Gus 
Hawkins and Bob Taylor. 

‘For five successive Sundays we 
have gone all the way in prohibiting 
Sunday picture shows,’ the city fa- 
thers declared. ‘We have had prac- 
tically no support or encouragement 
from the public generally in our ef- 
forts to stop this violation of the 
Sunday laws. 

‘It is our purpose and intention to 
continue to enforce the laws just as 
we have been doing all these years. 
The only exception will be that po- 
lice officers will nat in thé future 
close picture shows operating on 
Sunday.’ 

This startling surrender, believed 
to set a precedent for the operation 
of theatres throughout the state, oc- 
curred last Tuesday night (12), a 
sudden and dramatic ending to the 
fight begun months ago in the state 
legislature by Army authorities anx- 
ious to provide recreation for the 
thousands of soldiers training at va- 
rious Mississippi camps and bases. A 
repeal law was actually passed in the 
state Senate, but was thrice beaten 
in the House of Representatives after 
a barrage of pro and con oratory that 
made a show in itself. 

Seel, manager of the city’s newest 
and largest showhouse, himself an 
active Jackson church worker, took 
up the cudgels by attempting to op- 
erate in defiance of the law. Police 
moved in immediately, closed the 
house, arrested Seel. He was fined 
in the city court, appealed to the 
higher county court. This farce was 
repeated three times. 

The case finally came to the upper 
legal body last Tuesday, where Ralpn 
Avery, Seel’s attorney, contended 
that his client was the victim of dis- 
crimination, since the ancient statute 
was not being enforced against Sun- 
day baseball, golf. and swimming. 
Apparently mindful of the furore al- 
ready created, particularly through 
editorials in the columns of the Jack- 
son Daily News, Judge Garland Q. 


Whitfield instructed the jury to find | 


the defendant not guilty, ‘even if you 


find he violated the law, if you find, | 


further, that the law was not being 
enforced against persons in situations 
similar to his.” The judge appeared 
much impressed by Attorney Avery's 
citation of a United States Supreme 
Court decision in a California case, 
which held in substance that 
applying to an entire class of busi- 
ness may not be enforced against 
some individuals within the class if 
they are not enforced against all.’ 


‘laws 


Judge Reserves Verdict 





On IA-Loew’s Wrangle 





Application of Local 306, Interna- 


tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, to dismiss a suit against 
it by Loew’s, Inc., ‘on the grounds 


that the action fails to state a cause 
of action, resulted in a reserved de- 
cision Friday (15) by Judge Henry 
Warren Goddard in N.Y. federal 
court. Loew's is seeking an _§in- 
junction to prevent Local 306 from 


if Loew’s fails to agree to a demand 
in which it has been asked to cease 
giving films to all theatres in the 

Y. area unless those theatres em- 
Ploy 306 operators. 

Loew’s claims such a demand is in 
violation of the anti-trust laws, and 
Says that if a strike is carried out it 
will lose $20,000,000 yearly in N.Y. 
if its theatres are shut down. 


Crystal Ball Said So 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Paulette Goddard and Ray Milland 
team up as co-stars for the third 
time in “The Crystal Ball’ at Para- 
mount. 

Picture is slated for an early June 
Start with Richard Blumenthal as 
associate producer, 

















| theatre 
. OM | n* -ht (18), for Chicago to attend the | 
calling out its operators in a strike | 





| Olin Clark Succeeds Bill 


Fadiman, Latter to Coast 


William James Fadiman, eastern 
story editor for Metro, has been 
upped to executive assistant to Ken- 
neth MacKenna, chief of the story 
and writers department at the 
studio, and Olin Clark, associate edi- 
tor of Liberty magazine, has been 
named to succeed Fadiman in New 
York. 

Fadiman has been with Metro for 
seven years, previously having been 
with Samuel Goldwyn and the Le- 
land Hayward agency. He'll leave 
for the Coast in about six weeks to 
two months. Clark will take over 
his duties in around a month, and 
Fadiman will remain a few weeks 
to acquaint him with the details, 

Clark has been with Liberty for 
four years, in charge of fiction and 
articles. Prior to that he was a free- 
lance writer for mags and syndicates. 
He has had no picture experience. 


WB, INDIES NIX 
BOOTHMEN IN 
MILWAUKEE 


Milwaukee, May 19. 

Flareup in feuding between the- 
atre ops and projectionists, who have 
been huddling ever since January 
over proposed wage increases, came 
this past week when the unionists 
pulled a one-day strike at George 
Levine’s Grace theatre, which is in- 
cluded in the Fox local booking 








'setup. To prevent spread of trouble 


to the other Fox houses, the chain 
operators are said to have acceded 
to the union demands for a two-year 
contract at 412% increase the first 
year, and an additional 3% the sec- 
end year. 

While Fox is reported willing to 
play ball with the projectionists, 
Warner Bros. is said to be holding 
out firmly against any increase at 
this time, and local union officials 
are journeying to Jimmy Costen’s 
headquarters 


Indies are dead set against any 
increase in pay for the picture ma- 
chine men, and say they positively 
will not stand for any raise in booth 
costs, claiming the  projectionists 


already are taking more dough out} 


of the theatres than the owners 
themselves. What with the war, day- 
light saving and biz decidedly 
| spotty, they insist that wages remain 


in status quo, at least for this year, 

Projectionists, however, say 
they’ve got to have more money and 
that it’s got to be retroactive to Jan 
10 


the scale and others remain as is but 


the indie ops say this is the same old | 


in Chicago this week | 
in an effort to reach an agreement. | 





ee continued from page 4 


They’re willing to make a deal | 
| whereby certain houses would tilt | husband, Shipwreck Kelly, suddenly 


Tradeshows 





Mon., May 25—‘Bambi’ (RKO), in all 
exchange cities except St. Louts, 
where it will be shown Tues., 
May 26. 

Tues. May 26 — ‘Her Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie Gets 
Her Man’ (M-G), in all exchange 
cities. 

Wed., May 27—‘It Happened in Flat- 
bush’ (20th). ‘Thru Different 
Guys’ (20th) and ‘Ten Gentle- 
men from West Point’ (20th), in 
all exchange cities. 

Thurs., May 28—‘The Postman Didn't 
Ring’ (20th) and ‘The Magnifi- 
cent Dope’ (20th), in all ex- 
change cities. 


WB PAYS $25,00 
FOR BIOG OF 
TOM AUTHOR 


Warner Bros.’ purchase this week 
of screen rights to ‘Crusader in Crin- 
oline,’ biography of Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, reflects the current film and 
stage interest in the life of the abo- 
litionist leader who authored ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin.’ Number of plays and 


originals about Mrs. Stowe are cir- 
culating, with Helen Hayes having 
recently bought one with the inten 
tion of probably appearing in it next 
season. 

‘Crinoline’ got the Pulitzer prize 
two weeks ago as the best biography 
published in 1941. Its author, For- 
rest Wilson, died a few days later. 
Warners have reportedly agreed to 
pay $25,000 for rights to the book, 
which was one of the year’s non- 
fiction best-sellers, 

Play bought by Miss Hayes was 
written by Mrs. Fremont Older. 
There’s another new one called ‘I 
Walk in Liberty,’ by: Guy Endore, 
DeWitt Bodeen and William Cope- 











land, and still another by Guy 
Bolton. 

Milton Holmes sold ‘Salty | 
O’Rourke’ to Paramount and 
‘Bundles for Freedom’ to RKO. 

Paramount purchased ‘Fourth 


Brother,’ China war tale, by Archi- 
bald Forbes. 


Stromberg ‘ants ‘Guest’ 


‘Guest in the House,’ legiter cur- 
rently at the Plymouth, N. Y., is 
being sought by Hunt Stromberg as 
his first picture for United Artists 
release. He is understood to have 
offered $50,000 and a percentage, 
with the authors of the play asking 
a flat $90,000. ‘Guest,’ now in its 
12th week on Broadway, is a moder- 
ate hit. It was written by Hagar 
Wilde and Dale Eunson and is being 
presented by Stephen and 
Ames, 








A deal has been completed under 
which members of Local 306, Moving 
Picture Machine Operator: of New 


Yorktown, N. Y., during the past 
week. 


in April, when the Kaybern circuit 
took the Yorktown over from George 
C. Walsh and installed Empire State 
boothmen. 
the fact 306 men are employed in a 
dozen other Kaybern houses. 

Walsh has a deal on to enter the 
distribution field in an exc - capacity. 


2 BKLYN INDIES SUE 








The Signal Theatre Corp., operator 
of the Fortway Theatre, Brooklyn, 
and the Copark Theatre Co., opera- 
tor of the Park and Coliseum thea- 
tres, also Brooklyn, filed an anti- 
trust suit against the eight major 
film companies and Republic Pic- 
tures Corp., in the N. Y. supreme 
court Friday (15), charging violation 
of the state anti-trust laws and re- 
straint of trade. 

Plaintiff claims that Loew’s and 
RKO monopolize the first runs and 
get films on their own terms in the 
N. Y. area. In 1934 it is alleged the 
Fortway belonged to RKO. Prior to 
that time Loew’s allegedly discrimi- 
nated against it and gave clearance 
to its own theatre, the Bay Ridge. 
When RKO had it, it played day and 
date with the Bay Ridge. In 1935 
RKO let the theatre go and Loew’s 
allegedly, illegally and arbitrarily, 
altered the playing time so that it 
followed 28 days after the Bay Ridge. 
The Park and Coliseum now follow 
the Bay Ridge by 35 days. Being 30 
blocks away, this is an unfair clear- 
ance, plaintiffs say. An injunction 
and damages are asked. 


York, returned to the booth of the |Sidered them combat troops 


They were locked out of the house | 


This was done despite | 


9 COS. IN ANTI-TRUST. 


Coordinator of Theatre Defense 
Gives Frisco Mgrs. Sharp Pep Talk 


306 Back Into N.Y. Indie 


'a dressing down by Edward D. Keil, 





San Francisco, May 19. 
Theatre managers here were given 


coordinator of theatre defense activi- 
ties, who told them flatly he con- 
in a 
combat zone and that if they didn’t 
want the responsibility of civilian 
defense they'd better get jobs else- 
where. 


| Summoning the managers into a 


| meeting to remedy what he said was 
| some laxness in theatre defense 
| activities, Keil told them in short, 
| powerful jabs that he would hold the 
|managers personally responsible if 
anyone was injured or if there was 
any panic in the houses, 

‘This is not a maypole dance,’ he 
said. “This is war.’ 

Their ears stinging, the managers 
; Surveyed the situation and found 
that although all theatres had previ- 
ously been up to par on the num- 
ber of employees trained for first aid 
and as air raid wardens, the rapid 
turnover of workers had cut into the 
| civilian defense staffs. 

With the cooperation of the The- 
atrical Employes’ Union, a mass 
meeting of theatre workers was im- 
mediately called to get the names of 
new empioyees on the dotted line for 
civilian defense work in the thea- 
tres. 








Instruction Films 

Instruction of air-raid wardens 
and other civilian defense workers, 
through the showing of British-made 
as well as American films dealing 
with bombings, is being organized on 
a state-wide basis in some terri- 
tories. Local air raid precaution 
classes for theatre employees have 
been going in scores of cities during 
the past few months, with the major- 
ity of the nation’s theatres now 
pretty well organized to cope with 
any eventuality. 

Texas is first to institute classes on 
a state-wide basis, from all accounts 
received to date on air raid precau- 
tion activities throughout the coun- 
try. 
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3aD WEEK 
BETTE DAVIS 


IN A WARNER BROS. HIT 


“In This Our Life” 


In Person 


JIMMY DORSEY 





Paul | 


AND HIS OKCHESTRA 


STRAND Bway & 47th St. 




















Amer. Theatre Wing 

















celled at the last minute because her 


got embarrassed at the thought of 
appearing before so many uniforms 


squeeze play that has been worked | minus his own. 


before, an entering wedge that even- | 
tually would sock them all, and they | 


refuse to go for it. 
Feud is dangerously near the fire- 
works stage 


Theatre Pards and Execs 
Converge on Par Chi Meet 
Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 


brow, Jr., homeoffice Paramount 
executives, left Monday 


meeting of nortiern and western 
operators-partner: held there yes- 
terday (Tues.), to discuss exhibition 
problems. Eddie Hyman, also at the 
meeting, stopped offi at Detroit, 
Monday (18), on the way west. 

In addition to the local Balaban 
& Katz and Great States executives, 
those attending the :.ssions include 
John Friedl, Earl J. Hudson, Sam 
Pinanski, Mai y Mullin, Vincent Mc- 
Faul, Tracy Barham, Harry Davis, 
Harry Royster and A. H. Blank. 

Barney Balaban could not attend 
nor could Leon Netter, who is ex- 
pecting Frank Rogers up from 
Florida and himself on Monday (25) 
will fly to Jacksonville, then go to 
Miami and on the way back, stop 
off at Atlanta to discuss current op- 
erating matters and policies. Netter 
originally had planned getting away 
Monday (18) but couldn’t make it. 


| teen is 
| Rose tried to crash its gates her first | 








Further testimony that the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing Stage Door Can- 
a huge success. Broadway 


Y 


| night out of the hoosegow. 


One of the senior hostesses came 
the Canteen garbed in € ng 
ittire, and explained t Chait 
Jane Broder that she was going o 
to a dinner party after her shift wa 
over. 
‘The next time you have a formal 


| date afterward just let me know and 
iru 


get someone to suhstitute for 
you,’ Miss Broder instructed. And 
then, looking at her decolete, she 
added, ‘You see, you are reminding 
the boys of what we're trying to 
make therm forget!’ 





Last week we recorded the item 
that Ben Boyar had discovered Wil- 
liam Knudsen’s daughter, Peggy, in 
the Canteen and had asked her to 
audition the part of ‘Lois’ in the road 
company of ‘Junior Miss.” 

Sequel: It now looks as if pretty 
Peggy will succeed Jo Ann Sayres in 
the title role of the New York com- 
pany of ‘My Sister Eileen’ when Miss 
Sayres leaves the cast June 1 to be- 
come the bride of social registrite 
Anthony Bliss. 

Wonder if Miss K. will 
Canteen 10% commission? 


pay the 





“MY GAL SAL” 


20th Cedtury-Fox Musical Hit 


srt soe ROX Y 





Tth Ave. | 





















REX BEACH’S 








“The Spoilers” 


Marlene Randelph John 
DIETRICH @ SCOTT @ WAYNE 


CAPITO 














B’WAY & 
Sist ST. 











“BUFFALO CLEARANCE 


CUT DOWN TO 1 DAY 





Clearance which formerly ranged | 
from seven to 11 days in favor of the | —— : 
Kensington, Buffalo, over the Bailey | 


there, was reduced by the local arbi- | 
trator to three days but on appeal to} 
the American Arbitration Assn. it | 
has been further cut to one day. At. 
the same time the Appeals Board | 
ruled that while the Kensington gets | 
one-day clearance where it has the | 
prior run, when the Bailey has the 
prior run, clearance shall also be | 
but one day. In each case this can- | 
not be later than 37 days after the | 
downtown first run. Product of War- | 
ners, RKO and 20th is involved. 

Bailey, Buffalo, was acquired by | 
the Dipson circuit in 1939, while the | 
Kensington is controlled by Buffalo | 
Theatres, Inc. 


tia HAYWORTH » vier MATURE] | 
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Jean GABIN « ida LUPINO 


“MOONTIDE” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
UNITED 


ants RIVOLI 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. + Midnite Shows 


B'woy & 


49th St 











Starts Thurs. May 2! 


Rudyard Kiplings’ 
“JUNGLE BOOK” 


LOEW'S 


STATE ‘s:" 


in Technieater 

Last Times WED. 
Fredric MARCH with SABYU 
EDTis as 4+ In P : on 
‘BEDTIME 8 t ers 

In Person Joe E. LEWIS 
Arthur TREACHER ADRIAN ROLLINI 
BENNY DAVIS TRIO 


And His New 
STAR DUST Revue 








Extra! 
KITTY CARLISLE 















” A Mh Poe 


IN PERSON 
woopy 
HERMAN 


ANO BAND 


extra FOUR 


INK SPorTs f 
LL prwame\ 
LAIRD CREGAR + ALAN LADD PARAMOUNT 


TIMES SQUARE 
MIDNIGHT FEA 












VERONICA ROBERT 
















TURE 





BWAY & 


‘:PALACE‘:.:. 


STARTS TOMORROW 
Henry Fonda—Olivia De Havilland 


‘The MALE ANTMAL’ 


—Plus 2nd Hit— 
‘WHO IS HOPE SCHUYLER?’ 








Tyrone POWER: Joan FONTAINE 


THIS ABOVE ALL” 


A 20th Century-Fox Trivmph 
ASTOR Consus 














Sa ete Oe 


mpage 





ie cape cee Pettey ora EAE MAO Qs 














fy 


28 VARIETY Wednesday, May 20, 1942 


























EVERY SUNDAY ° RED NETWORK 








Wednesday, May 20, 1942 





Nine nectar Om 


EVELYN 


3:2 
Dee 
Lge eit iS ARE ES 





ye 





a ee ee 





a 





Tp AS eT 








aor eel SFr 


So enema, Seed abe > 


wae 





80 RADIO 





Wednesday, May 20, 1942 





AFRA’s Proposal for Special 
Commercial Fees Would Boost 
Sound Effects Men 70 to 80%, 





_ 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists and NBC still haven't 
reached an agreement on a new 
contract covering sound effects men. 
The company has offered an 18% 
wage increase, but the union, at the 
insistance of the sound men them- 
selver, is holding out for a revised 
setup of payment. Under the plan 
proposed by AFRA, the pay for sus- 
taining programs would remain the 
same, but the men would be paid 
an hourly rate for commercials. t’s 
estimated that the AFRA system of 
payments would involve an increase 
of 70 to 80%. No immediate settle- 
ment is in prospéct. 

AFRA has still been unable to 
reach an agreement for a renewal 
of its contract with WINS, New 
York, and the dispute may have to 
go to arbitration for clarification of 
the station’s right te fire members 
of the staff. Contract renewals have 

(Continued on page 39) 


DuPont Cash Awards Go 
Annually to Broadcast 
Reporter and Station 


Washington, May 19. 

Radio Correspondents Association 
announced yesterday (Monday) at a 
luncheon in the Hotel Carlton the 
establishment of two annual Alfred 
I. duPont Memorial Awards of 
$1,000 each. ’ 

One award will be for the out- 
standing performance of an indi- 
vidual radio reporter or commenta- 
tor, and the other will go to a sta- 
tion for outstanding public service. 


ANN BARLEY JOINS 
U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT 


Ann Barley, free-lance radio 
writer, has taken a job with the 
War Department in Washington, 
starting Monday (25). She will be 
in the public relations branch of the 
industrial production division. 

Among the shows which Miss Bar- 
ley 














™ Harold Lasswell, 





Time’ and various free-lance stanzas 
such as ‘Cavalcade of America’ and 
Armstrong’s “Theatre of Today.’ 





| 
Clifford Goldsmith Tries — | 
To Finish Stage Play 


Clifford Goldsmith, author of ‘The 
Aldrich Family,’ will use the pro- 
gram’s four-week summer hiatus in| 
an attempt to finish a legit comedy | 
started several years ago. Radio| 
series goes off NBC with the July 2 
broadcast and returns Aug. 6.) 
Scripter wanted a longer layoff, but | 
General Foods and the Young & 
Rubivam agency wouldn't agree. 

Idea for the new play dates back | 
to before his ‘What a Life’ was pro- | 
duced on Broadway by George Ab- | 
bott. Goldsmith had it partly writ- | 
ten during the run of ‘What a Life,’ 
but when the ‘Aldrich Family’ series 
grew out of that play he was kept 
too busy to complete the new one 
In addition, he also collaborated on 
the adaptation of several Henry 
Aldrich pictures for Paramount 

Title and theme of the new play 
aren’t disclosed. 





PVT. WALT PATTERSON 


‘Musical Mili Wheel’ Program Off 
Blue Network June 9 








Chicago, May 19. 

Walter Patterson, singer on ‘Musi- 
cal Mill Wheel,’ is leaving the pro- 
gram to enter armed service. 

Blue network morning show, after 
39 weeks leaves the air June 9. 

Program, sponsored by Pillsbury 
Mills, through McCann-Erickson, 
runs four times weekly at 9 a.m. 
With Patterson on the program were 
the Kings Jesters, Dan Donaldson. 





Betty Howard Back in N. Y. 

Betty Howard of Pedlar & Ryan 
is back from her Reno divorce trip. 

Her friends greeted Ler at a party 
arranged by singer Harvey Harding. 





Fly, Lasswell, Benton In 
Roundtable Discussion Of 
‘Radio in War Time’ 


James L. Fly, speaking in the 
University of Chicago ‘Radio In War 
Time’ Roundtable program Sunday 
(NBC) commended commercial radio 
for carrying the load of shortwave 
propaganda broadcasting with no 
profits or expectations of profits save 
in the vague future. Fly also made 
a number of other arresting remarks, 
suggesting that radio could have 
done a better job of explaining tires, 
gas, sugar shortages to the public. 
He thought a more effective job 
would have reduced present confu- 
sion. (Others in Washington have 
tended to blame newspaper specula- 
tion.) 





wartime com- 
munications researcher deluxe, and 
William Benton of the University of 
Chicago (who was kidded about his 
unholy past as an adman), examined 
various facets of radio responsibility 
to the nation at war. As they tended 
to agree with ‘Variety’ thcy naturally 
appeared to be very knowledgable 
guys. 


GREGOR ZIEMER, WLW, 
IN AUTO SMASHUP 


Cincinnati, May 19. 

Gregor Ziemer, WLW news com- 
mentator, will be off the air until 
around July 1, due to injuries sus- 
tained May 13 in a double collision 
that wrecked three autos. He is in 
Mercy Hospital, Hamilton, O., suf- 
fering from a triple jaw fracture, a 
possible skull fracture, face and 
body cuts. Doctors say he will re- 
quire hospitalization for five weeks. 

David Conlon, 36, one of the sta- 
tion’s engineers, was a victim of the 
same mishap. He suffered minor 
head and body injuries and was 
treated at the same hospital, and 
was able to resume work this week. 











| 





COL. JIM HEALEY 


Sponsor’s dream come true! 


Ter- 
rific package buy! Colonel Jim 
Healey, outstandingly popular, con- 
tinuously sponsored ace news com- 
mentator, news analyst, poet and 
philosopher, now available nightly 
except Sunday, WGY, 6:05-6:15 
p.ia., immediately following Esso 
news bulletins. 

Total talent charge, covering artist 
and news service, only $175 per 
week, A major draw on a major sta- 
tion at minor cost. Contact Ray 
Neubauer, 5 Turner Pl, Albany, N.Y. 


>] - 
Sues on Fred Allen’s Air 
° 
Spoofing of Charlie Chan, 
. . 
The Chinese Detective 

Eleanor Biggers Cole, widow of 
Earl Derr Biggers, author of the 
Charlie Chan detective stories, filed 
suit Friday (15) in the N. Y. federal 
court against Fred Allen, the Bat- 
chellor Enterprises Inc., the company 
which prepares Allen’s material, the 
Texas Co., Allen’s sponsor, CBS, and 
a number of CBS affiliates charging 
plagiarism. 

Plaintiff says that on April 2, 1941, 
Allen used the character of Chan in 
a broadcast together with other ma- 
terial dealing with him, all of which 
was protected by copyright, and 
which she alleges constituted a delib- 
erate piracy. 

It is charged Allen ridiculed Chan’s 
detective ability which hurt his film 
box office. She seeks an injunction, 
surrender of all recordings and dia- 


logue, and statutory damages of $250 
for each offense. 

















THREE MONTHS ENDING 


April 4, 1942 (13 weeks) 


Gross income from sale 


of facilities, talent, 
lines, records, etC......see% besésec 
ess: Time _ discount 


and agency commis- 
Stons, record returns, 
allowances and dis- 
counts 


$11,449,645.41 


Deduct: 
Operating expenses 
and cost of goods 


$15,874,362.51 


4,424,717.10 


March 29, 1941 (13 weeks) 
$14,685, 766.74 


4.305,430.93 


$10,380,335.81 


WOME... caceeananewnen $6,887,900.46 $5,753,089 .99 
Selling, general and 
administrative ex- 
i, ae ee 2,281 ,265.02 2,092,726.77 
Provision for depre- 
ciation and amor- 
Siembion. .« .«asavsie 244,451.18 190,827.12 
9,413,616 .66 8,036 ,643.88 
$2,036 ,028.75 $2,343,691.93 
Miscellaneous income 
(net) sceescece 25,033.61 3,155.69 
Profit before Federal 
income taAXeS.....-c.scecesecceese $2,061 ,062.36 $2,346,847.62 
Provision for Federal 
taxes 
Income taxes.. aN $531,700.00 $577,300.00 
Excess profits taxes 374,300.00 508.300 .00 
906,000.00 1,085 600.00 
Profit for period....... ccccccseccces $1,155,062.36 $1,261,247.62 
Earnings per share......+se+ssss++ $0.67 $0.73 
{Calculated upon the 1,716,277 


shares of $2.50 par value stock out- 
standing at April 4, 1942.) 
Notes: 


1. The provisions for Federal income and excess profits taxes for both quarters 
shown above have been calculated under the Revenue Act of 194i; tor 
purposes of such calculation, one-fourth of the estimated annual excess 
profits credit has been used in determining the income considered subject 

The earnings previously reported for the 1941 

quarter have been adjusted in this respect. 
It is estimated that adoption by Congress of the 94% 
and 49% normal tax rates recently recommended by the Ways and Means 
Committee of the House of Representatives would require a provision of 
approximately $300,000.00 for first quarter 1942 taxes in addition to the 
$906,000.00 provided for such taxes in the statement. 

2. The 1942 results are subject to year-end adjustments and to audit at the 
end of the year by Certified Public Accountants. 


to the excess profits tax. 


May 13, 1942. 


excess profits tax 





Blue Network Quickly 
Sets Agreement With 
Radio Writers’ Guild 


The Radio Writers Guild signed 
a contract this week covering staff 
dramatic and continuity writers with 
the Blue network. Deal involved 
salary raises and the reclassification 
to higher brackets of certain of the 
scripters. In addition, the network 
agreed to reopen negotiations in the 
fall for further revision of the pact. 

Until the formal split of the Blue 
from NBC, the Guild had a contract 
with the company for the writing 
staff of the combined networks. 
Since then, the contract covering 
scripters who transferred to the Blue 
was coinsidered as being assigned 
to that network. Latter continued 
to observe the terms of the agree- 
ment. New pact supersedes it. 

Negotiations for the renewal, de- 
scribed by both sides as being un- 
usually amicable, were handled by 
Henry Fisk Carlton, Luise Silicox 
and Sidney R. Fleischer for the 
Guild and Phillips Carlin, Ron 
Ferguson and Robert D. Swazey for 
the Blue. 


WINS REBROADCASTING 
NETWORK COMMERCIALS 


Station WINS, New York, is set- 
ting aside its 7:30-8 p.m. strip across 
the board for the recorded rebroad- 
cast of network commercial shows. 
Only sponsored stanza definitely set 
for the spot is Jack Dempsey’s ‘All- 
Sports Quiz,’ now heard 8:30-9 p.m. 
Saturdays locally on WOR, New 
York, for Piel’s beer. Same account 
will bankroll the series each follow- 
ing Wednesday night on WINS, start- 
ing tonight. 

Hearst outlet is now looking for 
other commercials to rebroadcast the 
other nights of the week. 








Theodora Yates Directs 
Roundtable From D.C. | 


Theodora Yates goes to Washing- 


has written are ‘We Love and ? ° | 
Learn’ (formerly ‘As the Twig Is| onsod ate come ta emen |ton tomorrow (Thursday) to direct | 
Bent), ‘We, the People,’ ‘March of | a round-table discussion program on 


how women can help in the war ef- 
fort and broadcast 10:30-11 p.m. on | 
NBC-Red (WEAF). During her one- | 
day absence, Fritz Blocki will sub- 
stitute as director of ‘When a Girl 
Marries’ on NBC for General Foods, 
while Le Roy Bailey will handle | 
‘Young Dr. Malone’ on CBS for the 
same sponsor. Miss Yates will be 
back Friday (22), so will direct the | 
‘Lincoln Highway’ program as usual 
Saturday (23) on NBC for Shinola. 
Request for Miss Yates to direct the 
Washington broadcast was made by | 
the Treasury Department at the sug- 
gestion of Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
who has written the material for the 
show. Mrs. Carrington also authors 
“When a Girl Marries.’ Participating 
in the round-table program will be 
Mrs. Henry Morgenthau, wife of the 
Secretary of the Treasury; novelist 
Jan Struther; Mrs. Woolman Chase. 
editor of Vogue mag; Luise Rainer, 
and a femme defense worker and a 
|Connecticut woman who won an 
|award as a typical mother. 
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| Crouse Girls Leave Radio 





Kansas City, May 19. 

Domesticity has claimed KMBC’s 
singing twins, Kit and Kay, who have 
been off the air since May 1. Mar- 
riage of Kay, nee Irene Crouse, to 
Gene Dierks, Missouri lumberman, 
on May 6, wound up the career of 
the sisters. Newlyweds are currently 
honeymooning in Florida. 

Sister Kit, nee Orlene Crouse, is 
the wife of Chester Johnson, U. S. 
Navy, and has retired from radio 
work to await the stork. 





Jay Wesley Sponsored 
Boston, May 19. 
‘Sportscast’ with Jay Wesley, five 
minute program on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, on WEEI, is 
ncw spensored by J-A cigars. 
Account is handled by Lester B. 





FRANK K. WHITE, Treasurer. 


Hawes agency. 


———— 


August Is Bond Drive Apex 
But It's Radio's ‘Worst’ Month; 
Problem Concerns U.S. Treasury 





Habitual downtrend in radio lis. 
tening during the summer has given 
the War Bonds and Saving Stamps 
division of the U. S. treasury depart- 
ment cause for concern. The drive 
for sales has been so charted by the 
division so that the quota increases 
progressively from month to month 
with the peak coming in August 
when many of the major rating pro- 
grams were off the air. It is this very 
month of August when the bond and 
stamps campaign will require the 
maximum of listener audiences. 

Within ad agency circles it is 
thought that the situation might in 
somé measure be overcome if the 
Treasury department induced the va- 
ecationing personalities to take over 
their regular spots for two or three 
broadcasts during August. 


Sholis Antiseptic Sought 
By Network Affiliates 
Following Cleveland 


Cleveland, May 19. 

Network Affiliates, Inc., expects as 
a result of its huddles last week 
within the convention of N, A. B. 
here to establish in Washington a 
permanent paid lobbyist to” combat 
the Clear Channel Group, NAI’s 
favorite hobgoblin. 

Victor Sholis has this job for the 
50,000-watters and a deSholisizer is 
what NAI seeks. 


NEW DAILY RADIO 
COLUMN IS STARTING 


Cincinnati, May 19. 

A daily radio column will here- 
after appear in the Cincinnati Times- 
Star under editorship of France M. 
Raine. Formerly carried Wednesdays 
only. Station WKRC, Mutual, is 
linked to Times-Star. 

Groverman Blake, paper’s drama 














| continuity chief, 





editor has meantime joined army in- 
telligence as a first. lieutenant. Helen 
Detzel succeeds him. 


Preview Weekly Of 
‘Sponsor-Worthy’ Ideas 








Seattle, May 19 

A weekly preview of ideas for 15 
minute programs, open for sponsor- 
ship, began on KIRO Thursday (14). 

Scripted by Al Amundsen, station's 
the series started 
with a variety show idea on the 
Northwest with songs by Ivar Hag- 
lund, 





DOCTOR OF THE ART 





‘Ben Hadfield and His Wife Hiailed 


as Gabbers 
Boston, May 19. 
Ben Hadfield, veteran Yankee net- 
work announcer, was awarded the 
honorary degree of Doctor of the Art 


|of Oratory at the 42nd commence- 


ment exercises of Staley College 
here. 

His wife, Rose Huber Hadfield, an 
instructor at the college, was award- 


|ed the same degree at the same time. 





Ed Harvey at KDKA 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Ed M. Harvey, a staffman at 
KDKA through 1929-31, reported 
back to Westinghouse station this 
week as program manager. He suc- 
ceeds Franklin Tooke, who was Te- 
cently commissioned in the navy. 
After leaving the station in 193), 
he went to WCAE here as program 
manager, moving on from Pittsburgh 
to become general program manager 
for all Hearst-owned stations. 








‘Cottonseed’ Clark, formerly 4 


writer-director at KFDM, Blue out- 
let in Beaumont, Texas, has joined 
the network's production staff in 
New York. Before entering radio. 
Clark was a professional baseba!! 
player. 
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FOREIGN STATIONS ‘CONFESS’ 





— 


Australia Wallops Advertising 





Sydney, May 19. 


Commercial radio in Australia, it is indicated, will be hard hit by 


the government’s prospective move 
ury lines, 


to ban the advertising of all lux- 


The government has already asked department stores and 


tailors to curb their advertising, following the introduction of clothes 


rationing for the duration. 
Government will likewise put an 
the air. 


end to all Sunday advertising on 


Sponsors will be permitted to mention their product names 


only. Where the commercial stations are expected to feel the pinch 
particularly is the reduction in many patent medicines by government 


edict. 


Operators of commercial outlets are pleading for less drastic action 
and the government’s comeback is that this is wartime and that meas- 
ures are necessary to curb unnecessary spending. 














Lewis, Meservey, Seymour Morris 


To Hold OFF. 


Regional Huddles 








Washington, May 19. 
The Office of Facts and Figures 
is now devising ways and means for 
what it considers the ‘third phase’ 
of radio participation in the war 


effort. A number of high-powered 
special super-programs may present- 
ly develop, shows slanted to bom- 
bard the public with the importance 
of certain major tasks before the 
nation. 

There is a lull at the moment fol- 
lowing the completion of ‘This Is 
War.’ The Radio War Guide and 
its companion piece, the network 
allocation plan, is producing im- 
provement in commercial program 
tie-ins with government-suggested 
themes. 

While concentrating on lining up 
major league radio events, the OFF 
is scheduling a series of regional 
meetings with agencies not repre- 
sented on the advisory council to 
see what can be done about weav- 
ing local accounts into the radio- 
war picture. W. B. Lewis expects 
to go to Chicago within the next 
couple of weeks to talk with rep- 
resentatives of various agencies from 
the midwest who so far have had 
no direct contact with OFF, Then 
he'll meet in New York with people 
from smaller agencies that have 
some radio accounts. Schedule has 
not been worked out, but it’s likely 
Dougias Meservey, Lewis’ chief aide, 
and Seymour Morris, the agency liai- 
son, will go on the road for huddles 
in other sectors. 


Radio has fallen into step satis- 
factorily with regard to war news, 
the first phase of the industry’s war 
problem and everything seems to be 
going smoothly along this line. The 
over-enthusiasm right after Pearl 
Harbor has been pretty well chilled, 
with commentators, editors and an- 
nouncers all showing more discre- 
tion, better taste, and a sense of re- 
sponsibility. Copy writers have 
Jealized the necessity for restraint, 
s0 there is no more serious criticism 
about attempts to tie commercial 
puffs too closely to war develop- 
ments, 


Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Programs Run 


Through Heat 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency will 
have all its shows running on the 
networks this summer with the ex- 
ception of Bob Burns. The latter 
takes an eight-week vacation follow- 
ing the June 16 broadcast (CBS). 
The agency will have an added 
Starter during the warm spell in the 
Lifebuoy half-hour stanza that is 
being currently readied in Holly- 
wood. 

The ‘Big Town’ series will remain 
on the air this summer, which makes 
the first time in its five-year exist- 
ence that it hasn’t taken a breather. 
Other R & R night-timers that will 
Stick to their present network sched- 
ules are Major Bowes, ‘Are You a 
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DR. PEPPER RETURNS TO 
TRACY-LOCKE-DAWSON 


San Antonio, May 19. 
Dr. Pepper Bottiing Co., of Dallas 
has switched agencies, Bottlers re- 
verted to their old agency the Tracy- 
Locke-Dawson group which serviced 
their account for many years. 


Benton & Bowles was selected by 
Dr. Pepper as advertising rep about 
six months ago. 


BERGEN MAY 
STICK SUMMER 


Instead of going off for the sum- 
mer, the Edgar Bergen show will 
probably switch from Chase & San- 
born coffee to another Standard 
Brands product and move from J. 
Walter Thompson to the Kudner 
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AMAZING RECITAL 
OF PAST ABUSES 


Freelance Announcer-Sales- 
men with Axis Bias Have 
Skirted the Law on For- 
eign Language Stations— 
Lee Falk of O.F.F. Presides 
at ‘Clean Up’ Session at 
N.A.B.—Cynical Ad Libs 
and Possible Sabotage De- 
scribed 





ee 


FBI INTERESTED 





By BEN BODEC 


Cleveland, May 19. , 


The vast majority of the delegates 
to last week’s convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
departed for their home perhaps to- 
tally unaware of the fact that off in 
one of those many side business ses- 
sions there occurred an_ episode 
which for dramatic impact was with- 
out precedent in the history of the 
industry. The event was the break- 
fast meeting Wednesday (13) of the 
foreign language broadcasters’ sec- 
tion. Viewed from the angle of 
American radio’s role and responsi- 
bilities in the war, the admissions 
made by some of these foreign lan- 
guage broadcasters formed a star- 
tling picture of laxity, indifference 
and stupidity. 

It was a depressing and amazing 
recital that greeted Lee Falk, repre- 
sentative of the Office of Facts and 
Figures, who led off the discussion 
by telling the linguais about their 
recent foibles and how they could 
rectify them, but before the session 
was over these foreign language 
broadcasters had acted expeditiously 
and effectively to tighten the possi- 
bilities of fifth columning that their 
facilities offered. A special commit- 
tee was appointed to serve as a clear- 
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Over-Playing the Heartstrings 





Cleveland, May 19. 


Delegates to the National Association of Broadcasters’ convention 
last week took recognition of the growing practice of various local or 


regional religious groups to get on 


the air with money collecting cam- 


paigns and exploit the enhaiced religious sensitivity of mothers and 
fathers who have sons in the armed services. 

The convention passed a resolution condemning those who use a 
patriotic or religious appeal in connection with the war effort as a 
means of building up their exchequer, whether the program tieup be 
either free or on a contingent or per inquiry basis. 








Flat Rate’ Available to Sponsors 
Using Entire Blue Station List 





vv 


LINDSAY WELLINGTON 
TO VISIT LONDON 


Lindsay Wellington, American rep- 
resentative of British Broadcasting 
Co., is ready to leave momentarily 
for England whenever plane passage 
is available. He’ll be gone all sum- 
mer. 

Upon his return in the fall he’s 
expected to be accompanied by 
Maurice Gorham, former editor of 
the BBC publication, Radio Times. 


BIZ FOLLOWS 
FRUIT BOATS 


B.B.D.&O. last Friday (15) for- 
mally turned into CBS a cancella- 
tion in behalf of United Fruit, effec- 
tive June 26. The account has a 
schedule of five quarter-hours a 
week. Reason for the account’s with- 
drawal is that it can’t get sufficient 
ships for the transportation of ba- 
nanas from Central America to the 
States. 











agency. 


lected. 
with the June 14 product. 
airs 8-8:30 Sunday nights on NBC. 





It would return to Chase &|ing house for the checking on all 
Sanborn and Thompson in the fall.| persons broadcasting in foreign lan- 

Entire matter is still tentative and | S4¥ages and to act as a go-between in | it, 
the substitute product not yet se-| setting Government 
Transfer would be effective | data to its members. 
Program | the FBI and the intelligence servces 


(Continued on page 32) 


Other commercial program losses 
of the past week involve the Blue 
Network. Wheeling Steel terminates 
Sunday matinee half-hour in 
June, and Pillsbury Flour is giving 
up its schedule of three daytime 
quarter-hours a week at the end of 
the current 13-week cycle. 


informational 
With the OFF, 








LINGUALS PUT SELVES ON SPOT 





Fair-minded men in this present conflict 
have leaned backward to avoid stirring up 
hatred or bad feeling against groups of Ger- 
manic and Italian racial extractions, as was 
done, with shameful results, in the last war. 
There has also been a general disposition to 
acknowledge that millions of first-generation 
or first-paper residents of these States were 
still too unfamiliar with English, and they 
could better be reached in their original tongue. 


Because of these factors, plus a realistic un- 
derstanding of the practical business difficul- 
ties of small-scale, small-budget operations, 
many persons and many publications, ‘Variety’ 
among the latter, have been extremely gener- 
ous until now in giving the foreign language 
radio stations the benefit of every doubt. 





Readers of the news story in this issue from 
Cleveland reporting the session last week of 
the foreign language broadcasters will seri- 
ously wonder, as this publication now does, 
whether linguals are any longer entitled to the 
benefit of charitable interpretation. ‘Confes- 
sion’ of former misdeeds may be good for the 
souls of the involved individuals, but it must 
inevitably raise the issue whether the Govern- 
ment or the Public can or should trust foreign 
language stations in time of war. 


Sloppiness of attitude, flabbiness of char- 
acter, thinness of ethical integrity—these are 
fair characterizations of managements that 





Missing Heir?’ and Go.d Will Hour. 


have winked at, tolerated, shrugged off at- 


tempted or actual exploitation of American 
radio time for the interest of Axis-slanted busi- 
ness houses, or freelance radio announcer- 
salesmen. 


Foreign language stations are on the spot. 
They, nobody else, put themselves there. They, 
nobody else, are responsible for what curtail- 
ments of privilege may follow. They, nobody 
else, must make the distinctions between the 
exceptions and the average. If there be in- 
nocent ones among them it is their’s, nobody 
else’s, responsibility to make that fact articu- 
late, because all will be shadowed by the revela- 
tions in Cleveland, revelations which seem to 
prove that operations not in the public interest 
will, like murder, out. 

Americans and the American Government 
are both good-natured, but what the cheap- 
minded, cynical Axis-lovers seem to have been 
doing through foreign language _ stations 
rather openly and right up to the present 
moment smacks of open mockery of that good 
nature. 





Foreign language stations, which protest 
that steps have already been taken to correct 
past and recent evils, should expect the ques- 
tion: by whom? To repeat: it is the linguals, 
nobody else, that have given the linguals a bad 
name and a bad odor. The world at large, and 
the trade press in particular have been benign 


to a degree that, in the light of the Cleveland | 


confirmation of the worst rumors, can no 
longer honorably be continued. 





In addition to the rates shown on 
Rate Card No. 30, which was distrib- 
uted last week, the Blue Network 
now offers a special flat rate for those 
accounts that contract for the entire 
network. It’s something new in net- 
work sales procedure, and operates 
somewhat along the line of newspa- 
per group practice; that is, of guar- 
anteeing the same rate over a period 
of a year, regardless of change in 
cirqulation. The Blue’s flat rate is 
at present confined to mimeographed 
form, and carried in the portfolios 
of its salesmen. The flat arrange- 
ment is limited to daytime programs, 

Under the flat rate setup the ac- 
count’s weekly billings do not vary, 
aside from frequency and cash dis- 
counts, over the year. It doesn’t have 
to pay more if the network adds any 
stations, nor does it become eligible 
to a rebate if any stations drop off 
the network. The overall rate, in 
others words, remains static. For a 
sponsor to be entitled to this flat rate 
he must agree to use eyery station 
available on the network at that par- 
ticular time. 

Already operating under the flat 
rate is the Sterling Products group, 
which occupies the 11 to noon 
stretch. The Blue’s deal with Gen- 
eral Mills for the ‘Jack Arrmstrong’ 
serial, which starts in Sepiember, is 
not covéred by the flat rate, since the 
miller elected to omit several groups 
of Blue stations. 

Among the changes noted in the 
Blue’s new rate card is the new time 
classification for Sunday matinees. 
The new bracket is from noon to 4 
p.m., and the rate is two-thirds of 
the evening rate instead of the for- 
mer three-fourths. Since May of 
last year the network, the new rate 
card discloses, has added 23 stations, 
now making a total of 127 outlets. 

Mutual has advised several ad 
agencies that it will have a new rate 
card available within the coming 
week. 


Canada Denies 


Phone Lines 
For Remotes 


—— 





Montreal, May 19. 

CKAC, French lingual outlet, has 
had to drep its p.an of broadcasting 
‘Li. Revue Militaire’ (Military Re- 
vue), which show is on a tour of 
training camps, because it can’t get 
| the necessary telephone lines. A new 
Government regulation reduces to a 
minimum the use of telephone lines 
| for radio service, particularly when 
| it comes to remotes, 
| The station had figured on picking 
|up seven of the show’s’stands, and 
| it’s pretty much chagrined at the 
|turn of events because it has been 
| underwriting La Revue’ as a sus- 
| taining program. 
Dance Lessons Sponsored 


Boston, May 19. 

Dancing -lessons are given six 
|nights weekly over WCOP for a half 
|hour by Victor Horst, New England 
manager for Arthur Murray Dance 
| Studios. 
Program is sponsored by Sum- 
|lmerfield Furniture Co. whose 
‘agency is Glaser-Gottschaldt, while 
Mason L. Ham reps Murrey S*:4Ine 
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‘Variety’s’ special wartime radio showmanship suryey of 
network commercial programs aiding the war effort is now 
in progress. It will continue, as announced, through the 
May 15-June 15 period, and at its conclusion a general sum- 
mary of findings will be published in this newspaper. In the 
meantime a running commentary, week by week, will appear 
here touching some of the significant developments as noted. 

The findings of the wartime radio showmanship survey 
will determine the final decision as to any (and how many) 
awards that shall be presented by ‘Variety’ to advertising 
agencies and advertisers. The purpose of the survey is to 
fill in the qualitative detail on how commercial programs 
gooperate with the morale needs and points of stress as given 
out by the ‘Radio War Guide’ of the Office of Facts and 
Figures. 

The survey together with accompanying comments, opin- 
fons and awards are on ‘Variety’s sole responsibility, but, to 
repeat the official announcement published last week and the 
week before, the undertaking is with the full knowledge and 
approval of the OFF. The survey's frame of reference is the 
network allocation plan. 


Brain, Heart and Energy Of 


Broadcasters Is What’s Wanted 


In his highly telltale talk at the N.A.B. tonvention in 
Cleveland last week, Archibald MacLeish stated that the 
Government did not ask only radio time as a thing apart, 
but the personal time and enthusiastic support of the im- 
portant men of radio. He said there was a radio job to do, 
and that it was not a question of mere donation of mechan- 
ical radio facilities. The Government asked of radio that it 
give of its brain, heart and energy. MacLeish, a diplomat, 
never once hinted that there might, be an ‘or else.’ But the 
discerning members of the radio craft understood that 
radio’s whole prestige of know-how, its whole case for being 
allowed self-regulation in wartime as well as in peacetime 
rests upon, and will be judged by, what it does now that 
America is in a tight corner. When broadcasters stress to 
the Government and the public that this is ‘radio's first war’ 
they hint at the enormity of the problem, with no precedents 
to go by; but they also aeknowledge, except for the dull 
pupils at the foot of the class, that the responsibility cannot 
be sidestepped. It is theirs—radio’s—and they cannot com- 
promise it, alibi it, or phoney their contributions to it. 

Russel Crouse, the ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ man, in a recent 
letter to this newspaper adding his ‘complete endorsement’ 
of ‘Variety’s’ imagination-and-daring thesis with regard to 
radio and the war effort, put it this way: ‘If the soap operas 
wants to know how important this struggle is to them, let 
them go to one of the occupied countries and try to sell a 
little soap.’ 

Actually there is little evidence that any broadcaster or 
radio advertising accounts are holding back. Any indecisions 
or divisions have been largely on legitimate matters of doubt 
as to best methods. In a recent gathering of several hundred 
leading businessmen with radio program interests, only three 
showed anything like a disposition to deny the absolute im- 
portance of radio programs going all-out for the war, ind 
fast, True, there have been a few cynical salesmanagers 
here and there who have been quoted (no further away than 
these columns) as taking the position that ‘we musn’t forget 
that Christian Fronters are also customers.’ 

So it’s not, save for exceptional cases, a question of any- 
body stalling on cooperation. It’s a matter of confusion, 
everybody’s confusion, in a war that is of military and naval 
necessity a confidential war in many of its operations, 


‘Great Expectations’ From Either 
Direction Need a Clear Light 


MacLeish banged across a strong point in Cleveland when 
he added that while Government men should not expect 
what they had not enunciated and what radio businessmen 
could not imagine, it was just as important for radio busi- 
nessmen not to rest in friendly, but inert, expectation of 
Yl nobody in Washington had any intention of 
ssuing. 

So much for the background... 

There was evidence last week that the sponsors and their 
agencies were getting their authors’ and directors’ teeth into 
the morale problem. One of the funniest of the ‘Aldrich 
Family’ scripts in months was plotted entirely around the 
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question of automobile pooling. The connivance of the 
adolescent hero fo get his girl to a dance under the condi- 
tions of wartime sharing of cars had the sterling showman- 
ship advantage of sugarcoating the ‘message’ but deftly and 
surely leaving its impress upon listeners. Clifford Goldsmith 
revealed in this hilarious episode the innate capacity of radio 
craftsmanship to accomplish for the Government what prob- 
ably could not be so easily, so widely, so effectively accom- 
plished by any other method. In short, it was a small mas- 
terpiece of radio writing and of radio utilization for war 
purposes. 


Lumps of Time Alone Make 
Awkward Gifts to Uncle Sam 


Imagination and ingenuity—daring even at times—is needed 
in the wartime utilization of radio. That is a challenge to 
which the industry must rise. It does not mean that words 
rather than guns will or can win the war. It does not mean 
that excited behavior rather than quiet application to the 
work-bench and the assembly-line is needed or wanted. It 
does not deny the legitimate and appropriate place in the 
total schemé of the classified-ad type of radio war announce- 
ments, Imagination and ingenuity and daring comes under 











Army Waxing Shows’ for Troops 


Hollywood, May 19. 

War Department has ordered recordings of many 
major programs originating on the Coast for shipment to 
bases and camps wherever our servicemen are concen- 
trated. First of the pressings were made from the Lux 
airer starring Norma Shearer in ‘The Last of Mrs. 
Cheyney,’ with others to follow. 

While the exact number of recordings on any one show 
to be made is not divulged, it is said to run into the 
thousands. Platters will be dispatched to the four cor- 
ners of the earth so that no one in the service of this 
country is overlooked. 








the heading of MacLeish’s demand for the full brain, full 
heart, full energy of radio. It’s a basic concept that goes 
beyond either advertisers or agencies or networks or sta- 
tions merely deducting lumps of time, large or small, and 
handing them, unbaked and undecorated, as an awkward 
gift to Uncle Sam. 

Even announcements can be treated to radio showman- 
ship. For example, WGY, Sechenectady, just now is using 
special staff-written, staff-acted quickie dramatizations to 
stir General Electric and other local workers to a realization 
that time is the ‘brains-heart-energy’ equation of victory. At 
the same time WGY reminds workers to beware of loose talk. 

The Prudential Insurance program Sunday afternoon (17) 
wove Al Goodman’s music and special lyrics into a message 
to listeners about automobile pooling. A woman shopping 
alone in a five-passenger car was informed ‘every time you 
drive alone in your car you carry four Japs in the empty 
seats.’ (The same program at another point saluted our 
Allies, the Dutch.) ' 


Eversharp’s Middle Commercial 
Ties-In With Recruiting Appeal 


An interview preceding the middle commercial Sunday 
(17) on the Eversharp program illustrated one type of war 
tie-up. It began as follows (verbatim): 

Baker: And now for the highspot of tonight’s program. 
We are about to hear from Lt. Commander W. A. Burton, in 
charge of the U. S. Coast Guard Floyd Bennet Base, who is 
at this moment on patrol duty somewhere off the Atlantic 
Coast. We'll try to establish short-wave radio contact with 
Commander Burton now. Are you ready in the control room? 
O. K. Calling Commander Burton, U. S. Coast Guard... 
calling Commander Burton...come in, please. 

Burton: Hello, Mr. Baker. How's my signal? 

Baker: Clear as a bell, Commander. Tell us—what kind 
of a ship are you flying tonight? 

Burton: A Gruman JFR-3—but we have a lot of other 
types of planes, too. 

Baker: Can you see the lights of New York City? 


Preliminary Report—WARTIME SHOWMANSHIP SURVEY 
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Burton: Not very well—now that they’re dimmed out, 
Baker: Well, how does the rest of this section look? 


Burton: Black as a hat! People on the coast-line have done 
a swell job! 

Thereafter there was more palaver and then the dialog 
switched into a recruiting talk. The announcer asked how 
young men could get into the Coast Guard, and the Com. 
mander said he was glad the question came up because the 
service needed cadets. To the further announcer-put ques- 
tic-, ‘How long have you been flying, Commander?’, came 
the reply, ‘According to my Eversharp notes, between 2,000 
and 3,000 hours.’ 


‘Did you say Eversharp?’ 
‘Sure.’ 


‘Okay, Commander. Thanks. And thank you for coming 
to ‘Take It or Leave It’ by short wave. Happy landings.’ 

Aviation’s appeal is naturally great program-wise. ‘Vox 
Pop’ stirred listeners with its radio visit to ‘Little Norway’: 
where angry Norwegians are training to be aviators. ‘We, 
the People at War’ included a broadcast from within a flying 
fortress of the U. S. A. while in fight. 


Sharp Ears of Advertising Men 


Detect ‘False Notes’ in Morale 


The sharp ears of advertising men can detect seemingly 
trivial but perhaps important falsities. For example, Milton 
Goodman of the Lawrence Gumbinner agency calls ‘Variety’s’ 
attention to the use of the phrase at the end of one morale 
program—‘this has been presented by as a further 
contribution to the war effort.’ To Goodman’s ears this is 
like saying in effect ‘you have just been listening to propa- 
ganda.’ 

Recently there was an appearance of Dr. A. H. Giannini 
on the Maxwell Coffee program. With commendable show- 
manship the auspices proceeded to engulf the visitor as a 
par* of the standard formula of the program. They worked 
him into the comedy patter and even the Maxwell sales copy. 
But—some checkers reported to *‘Variety’—were the genial 
Californian’s remarks on the USO (his reason for participa- 
tion) punched home with sufficient emphasis? This is a 
question, not a statement, because there is a seeming con- 
tradiction in criticizing the kind of showmanship ‘Variety’ 
is urging. But the incident may have its value as a point of 
departure. 


Milwaukee Agency Man Asks 
‘Why Not a Rumor-Wringer?’ 


Howard L. Peck of the Hoffman & York agency in Mil- 
waukee suggests to ‘Variety’ an interesting modus operandi 
on the score of scorching enemy-circulated rumors, He would 
like to see a clearing house staffed by newspapermen and 
radio men which would concern itself with pulse-readings of 
the nation in terms of rumors and idle, but insidious, prattle. 
Whenever such rumors showed enough vitality or persist- 
ence or geographic spread as to constitute a menace then the 
‘rumor-wringer’ (to use Peck’s phrase) would go to work 
to squeeze out the baloney, 

Not germane to this survey but interesting was the recent 
broadcast on NBC of the Writers War Board which ‘cele- 
brated’ the ninth anniversary of the first burning of books 
in Germany. Stephen Vincent Benet attacked the fatuous 
Nazis who suppose they can so simply obliterate culture. 
The same organization had Orrin Tovrov’s ‘The Nature of 
the Enemy’ on the air recently. 

Municipally-owned WNYC carried the full two-hour cere- 
monies last Sunday (17) from Central Park Mall of ‘I Am 
An American Day.’ All radio stations and networks are doing 
a good deal of this sort of pick-up, although in much smaller 
segments than WNYC. In the sphere of war cooperation 
statistics, NBC last week provided a tabulation of its owned 
and managed stations’ time contributions since Pear] Harbor. 
It showed: 


No. Number of Hours of 

Ann. Broadcasts. Broadcasts. 
WAN. ticcvcntensce one 296 30 hr. 54 min. 
We) ovesakaceueedes.. cee 67 14 hr, 45 min.- 
WEEE oéSessatecens . BEE 154 41 hr. 45 min, 
WTMEAG? scavissossecs - 2008 30 12 hr. 00 min. 
MAE. scvsossvsieousns TS 107 33 hr, 44 min, 
EF. svvccabhbosvcvecs Mae 118 13 hr. 29 min. 














Foreign 


of the Army and Navy co-operating, 
the committee is to maintain a fin- 
gerprint and background file of 
every person engaged in broadcast- 
ing a foreign language over Ameri- 
ean commercial stations, 
Disc Shuffling 

The ‘confessions’ and _ resulting 
sparks did not begin to fly until Falk 
had about.reached the end of his 
notes on derelict matters that Gov- 
ernment men monitoring foreign 
language stations had reported in re- 
cent weeks. He had suggested that 
the linguals get into the habit of 
compelling accounts that use phono- 
graph record programs to submit 
their numbers two weeks in advance 
and for the broadcasters to then pro- 
ceed to reshuffle these lists. He also 
urged them to maintain a close check 
on their foreign language announcers 
when it came to airing Government 
agency announcements so that the 
announcers could not get away with 
any disruptive ad libbing or tongue- 
in. heek delivery. 
re comments that occasionally 
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Stations 


Continued from page 31 














interrupted Falk’s remarks were not|lost and another station had 
immediately encouraging to his mis- | quired the account. 


sion. A few appeared to be in dead 
seriousness. Others immediately | 
curled up into a defense pose, while | 
a couple were blatently cynical, one 
of them going so far as to remark 
that when the time came to answer 
Falk’s reproaches he would shoot 
them full of holes, 

The break in the outward so-what 
tone of the meeting came suddenly 
and shockingly. The operator of a 
foreign language station in Greater 
New York stated that the time had 
come for everybody to let down his 
hair’ and that he wanted to reveal 
something which happened on his 
station and had disturbed him since. 
He then told of catching the an- 
nouncer for a sponsored phonograph 
record program dedicating musical 
numbers to the captain and the crew 
of the steamship so-and-so which 
was leaving New York harbor that 
night. 

Before this broadcaster could go 


‘Confess’ | 


! man from the New York area | 


|jumped up and demanded to know 
| what the other fellow had done 
about it. The answer was that he 
| protested to the announcer and the 
|next thing he knew his station had 
ac- 


‘Do you,’ shouted the other New 
York broadcaster, ‘mean to tell us 
that you didn’t notify the FBI about 
this announcer?’ 

The relator of the incident stut- 
tered a while and when further 
pressed answered in the negative. 
‘Well, I,’ retorted his New York 
colleague, ‘would have done more 
ti.an report him to the FBI. I would 
have killed him.’ 


Another lingual broadcaster then 
told of the difficulty he had had in 
getting some of his foreign language 
personalities to broadcast announce- 
ments on war bonds and savings 
stamps. One of these announcers, of 
Axis nationality, tossed back the an- 
nouncement at him, with the state- 
ment that he was sure his (the 
announcer-personality) listeners 
would not be interested in hearing 
it. 





on another foreign language station 


Still another staticn operator, this 


| 





| one located in the middle west, re- 
|} marked that he eliminated all for- 


| eign language program: after Dec. 7 


because it would cost $40 a week to 
have a linguist monitor such pro- 
grams for fifth columning. Falk ex- 
plained that the Government was 
set upon a policy of maintaining 
foreign language broadcasts on our 
own stations because if the 3,000,000 
people in this country who couldn't 


speak or understand English were | 


deprived of this servic. they would 
come to depend on their information 
solely on Axis propaganda broad- 
casts. 

It was admitted by several of the 
foreign language broadcasters that 
they did not exercise complete con- 
trol over what went out over their 
stations because the announcers or 
commentators were engaged and 
brought in by the sponsors, some of 
whom, it was opehly also admitted, 
had foreign business and ideological 
connections. The inference was that 
if the station got too tough with the 
sponsor’s radio spokesman he might 
move the account to another station. 


Toward the close of the breakfast 


session the programming head of a 
lingual station called upon his col- 


THE SUN WILL 
SHINE AS USUAL 


First sunburn emollient to show in 
broadcasting this season is Mentho- 
latum. «Its agency, Dillard..Jacobs, 
last week started inquiring about 
spot announcemem: availabilities. 

The campaign would start in June 
and run through August. 





league to cut out their namby- 
pamby treatment of war issues and 
to use some ingenuity in getting over 
the facts of the war in a hard-hitting 
manner to their foreign language 
listeners. The time, he said, was 
over for stepping softly. The foreign 
language broadcasters, he concluded, 
had a vital job to perform in this 
conflict and it was up to them to 
find the Achille: heel of Axis be- 
havior and to exploit to the full 
among its nationalities in this 
country. 
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SETO SERVICE 





Soldiers Get Elmer Davis 
Analysis of War—Plus Re- 


gional News and Sports by 
Well-Known Home Front 


Radio Voices—lInterviews 
with Doughboys’ Families 
Included and a Fiction 


Episode Included 





SIX DAYS WEEKLY 





‘News from Home,’ recorded half- 
hour program shortwaved six days a 
week to U. S. troops throughout the 
world, contains an assortment of 
world, domestic and local news by 
commentators; sports results and 
background; interviews with families 
of soldiers; fiction capsules by name 
authors, and on-the-scene pickups of 
important special events. 

World news spot is an off-the-air 
recording of the nightly Elmer Davis 
CBS series. Domestic and local news, 
is read by regional commentators 
and sent to New York by record for 
dubbing into the master transcrip- 
tion for shortwave broadcast. Such 
men as Knox Manning, on the Coast, 
or Arthur Godfrey, of Washington, 
do this portion. Spot covering sports 
runs about two minutes and is read 
by such sportscasters as Mel Allen, 
Arch MacDonald, Red Barber and 
Don Dunphy. 

Interview sessions are with the 
families of men in service abroad. 
In each case, the members of the 
family talk directly to the soldier, 
giving him personal news and chit- 
chat of his home, relatives and 
friends. Fiction portion of the show, 
titled ‘Toda:’s Best Story,’ is written 
specially for the program, with such 
authors as John Steinbeck, Russel 
Crouse, Rex Stout and Jerome Weid- 
man contributing the yarns gratis. 
If the author is sufficiently mike- 
wise, he reads his own story, other- 
wise an actor reads it. Feature spot 
on the show is a special events pick- 
up of some big sporting contest, or 
important public ceremony, recorded 
on the scene some time during the 
preceding day or so and dubbed into 
the master platter. 

Programs are shortwaved several 
times daily, with the hour of broad- 
cast and direction of -beaming de- 
termined by the time of day suitable 
for the troops in that area. ‘News 
from Home’ is produced by the Of- 
fice of the Co-ordinator of Informa- 
tion (Donovan committee), in co- 
oreration with the War Dept. John 
Houseman is in charge of production, 
Robert Newman is the scripter and 
Laurence Hammod directs, with 
Connie Ernst assisting.. Lou Cowan 
is liaison between the Co-ordinator’s 
office and the War Dept., and Ben 
Wilbur handles the arrangements for 
local pickups, etc. 

Series started being 
May 11 and is carried Mondays- 
through-Saturdays by WCW, WJQ 
and WCB, New York, and WBOS, 
WRUL and WRUS, Boston. 


Soldier Show on WIBW 


Ft. Riley, Kans., May 19. 

‘The Life of Riley,’ first original 
soldier musical to be produced at the 
Cavalry Replacement Training Cen- 
ter here, will be previewed for radio 
listeners in Kansas and surrounding 
States on the ‘Ft. Riley Entertains’ 
program over WIBW, Topeka, Thurs- 
day, May 21. Program, handled by 
CRTC public relations section, will 
introduce show’s score, penned by 
Pvt. Robert Ward and Cpls. Eddie 
Herzog and Leo Hattler. Lt. Andrew 
B. White, special services officer and 
former Fzed Waring baritone, will 
outline book and sing ‘The Cavalry 
Song,’ from the score, backed by a 
soldier choir of 40 voices. Sgt. 
Everett L. McDonald and CRTC 
dance band, featured in the produc- 
ns will play leading songs from the 
show, 


shortwaved 
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NONOVAN GROUP |-clara, Lu and Em’ Back 


June 2 for Pillsbury 


Chicago, May 19. 

‘Clara, Lu ’n’ Em’ return to air on 
June 8, following an absence of some 
years from the radio. Act, consisting 
of Clara (Louise Mead), Lu (Harriet 
Allen) and Em (Helen Mitchell), will 
be heard in a new three-a-week 
show for Pillsbury Flour Mills. Pro- 
gram was pioneer in script shows 
in town. 

New program hits the air over 
CBS, Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day at 11 a.m., CWT. McCann-Erick- 
son is agency for account. ‘Musical 
Mil] Wheel,’ which account has been 
bankrolling, fades from air June 9, 
due to Walter Patterson’s joining 
armed services. 





L. P. Lansing in Alaska 


Ft. Richardson, Alaska, May 19. 
Lt. Laurence P. Lansing, former 
Coast radio man, has been assigned 
to this Army post. 
Since being called for active duty 
ay 1, he had been at Camp Roberts, 
al. 


If Bombs Fall 





Several ad agencies have made 
plans to transfer the key por- 
tions of their staffs to Connecti- 
cut suburbs in the event of air 
raids on New York. The excep- 
tions would be the radio person- 
nel, since they would have to 
remain close to hand to the net- 
work studios, 

Head of one large agency pro- 
poses to devote his 12-room 
house in Connecticut to offices 
and take up residence in a 
smaller house nearby. The per- 
sonnel would take room and 
board with householders in the 
same or uearby towns. The 
same agency’s president has gone 
so far as to line up the local 
plant of a magazine publishing 
company to handle any neces- 
sary proof jobs. 








Buffalo. — Ev Biller, pianist at 
WGR-WKBW, now in the Army. 
Jeanne Painter, singer, exited town 
to join staff of WOWO, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind. 








AFL Actors Employed on CIO 


Program on 


WOQXR, New York 





‘Win the War,’ weekly dramatic|coach CIO union members to take 


program Friday nights on WQXR, 
New York, will be sponsored by the 


New York CIO council at the nor- 
mal commercial rate and will use 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists (AFL) talent at the regular 
commercial scale. Series starts at 
9:30 p.m. Friday (22). The union 
emphasizes that the sole purpose of 
the show is to ‘promote decisive vic- 
tory over the Axis’ by dramatizing 
the ‘war effort of all the people.’ 
Scripts will be written by mem- 
bers of various CIO unions, in co- 
operation with the Newspaper Guild 
of New York (CIO), Peter Lyon, a 
free-lance radio author, will donate 
his services as script supervisor and 
coach, Paul Stewart, an AFRA 
actor and free-lance director, will 
produce the first few programs and 





over “direction of the show per- 
manently. He will also contribute 
his services. 

The national CIO organization is 
already cooperating with the AFL in 
the presentation of a weekly ‘Labor 
for Victory’ series on the Red net- 
work Saturday nights. The time for 
that program is donated by NBC, 
with the two unions alternating on 
the presentation of the shows. 


A. M. Cairns at CFAC 


Calgary, Alta, May 19. 

A. M. Cairns has been named mane 
ager of the Calgary Herald station, 
CFAC, succeeding Victor F. Nielsen. 

Cairns has been radio director of 
A McKim Advertising Agency, To- 
ronto, and in 1942 he rejoined All- 
Canada Radio Facilities. 
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fact that WCAU 


is still selling a 1942 market at 


sncreased 24.7% since 1932. Yet, 
you pay no more to reach 
’ 


them because —*Our Price Ceiling 


is 10 years old”. 


1932 prices. Our new rate card #22 has 


OUR PRICE CEILING 18 10 YEARS 





been modernized. It looks different from its predecessors but its basic 
structure is just the same. That was fixed voluntarily a decade ago. 

Today, WCAU’s commodities—coverage and listeners in the 
rich Philadelphia Market—are more valuable than ever..For 


‘nstance the number of radio homes in WCAU’s primary area have 
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Virgil Reiter, 400 N. Michigan Ave. ... Boston, Mast * Bertha Bannon, 538 Little Building . . . Pacific Coast + Pavi H. Raymer Co, 
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CBS’ La Cadena de las Americas; 
76 Latin Stations to Re-Broadcast 
At Least One Hour Every Day 








All the preliminary engineering 
being at last completed, Bill Paley 
last night (Tuesday) launched the 


Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
latin network, La Cadena de las 
Americas. It includes 76 stations 


throughout the 21 latin republics 
who will receive seven hours of pro- 
prams daily from New York via 
shortwave. Each of the stations has 
a shortwave pick-up system worked 
out by CBS engineers and made in 


stations by CBS. With physical. re- 
ception of shortwave signals a tested 
actuality, the member stations are 
committed to re-broadcast locally by 
longwave at least one hour from 
CBS per day, more if they elect. 

Transcriptions of Columbia _ su- 
stainers plus recordings, plus vari- 
ous live shows will be the talent 
pool to keep La Cadena de las Ameri- 
eas regularly supplied. The numer- 
ous disc programs now being short- 
waved out of New York to American 
garrisons will not be beamed south- 
ward. 

Non-Commercial Just Now 


La Cadena will be strictly non- 
commercial for the duration. Gen- 
eral confusion induced by the war, 
together with scarcity of bottoms 
to carry ordinary merchandise be- 
tween North and South America 
rules out any but institutional adver- 
tising. 

The Spanish and Portuguese spoken 
on the program service will be as 
‘neutral’ in pronunciation as possible 
but on occasions where a program 
is directed specifically at one coun- 
try, say Argentina, a speaker with 
the characteristic local dialect will 
be used, if available. Last night’s 
inaugural program was intended by 
CBS to illustrate the physical and 
international solidarity factors rather 
than to set artistic standards. The 
program ran 90 minutes on the coast- 
to-coast U.S.A. web of La Cadena’s 
auspices, besides spraying over the 
equator. Vice-President Wallace, 
Undersecretary Sumner Welles, and 
such U.S.-residing latin luminaries 
as Don Luis Quintanilla and Don 
Adrian Recinos, were answered by 
Uruguay and Venezuela chiefs from 
their presidential palaces. 

Rita (Casino) Hayworth, Jinx 
Falkenberg, Juan Arvizu, Olga 
Coelho, Eva Carza were among the 
talent. Hollywocdites who habla 
Espanol were selected. 


Regular announcers for La Cadena 
de las Americas include: 


Jose Santos Quijano, of Columbia. 





Jose Crespo, from Spain, a stage 
and screen actor with European and | 
Hollywood experience. | 

Luis Alcivar a champion swim- | 
mer from Ecuador who stayed be- 
hind in U.S.A. after coming here 
with his team in December. He was 


>? 


Make Book on Eddy 


Personnel in the radio depart- 
ment of the J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s New York oftice partici- 
pated in a pool on what the 
initial rating of the Nelson Eddy- 
Old Gold program (CBS) would 
be. The C. A, B. showed 8% 
and the money ($7.50) went to 
Eunice Scott, secretary to Bob 
Colwell. 

The guess of John U. Reber, 
v.p. in charge of radio, was 
10.2%. 


PEANUTS MAY 
SPONSOR QUIZ 


Planters Peanuts may take over 
sponsorship of “True or False’ (Blue) 
for the summer. The quiz termin- 
ates its connection with Williams 
Shaving Cream temporarily June 29. 

J. Walter Thompso.. is the agency 
on both accounts. 

















Trotter Moves Up 


Memphis, May 19. 
Bill Trotter, announcer, has been 
promoted to production manager at 
WREC. 
For some time now Trotter has 
been in charge of all local live tal- 
ent shows on the station. 





previously press agent for CBS’ af- 
filiate station at Qualaquil. 


Dr. Luis Jateba, Portuguese an- 
nouncer from Brazil. He’s a medical 


doctor turned broadcaster. Well 
known in his native land. 
Carles Videla, a U.S.A. citizen, 


born in Argentina. Spent years in 
Europe as newspaperman. 


Alberto Zalamea, former cable 
editor for El Tiempo and El Espec- 
tador, Bogota, Columbia; 13 years 
with United Press. Citizen of U.S.A. 


Roberto Unanue, Argentinian 
with Associated Press experience in 
Buenos Aires. 

Crispin Alves Dos Santos, Portu- 
guese voice for Pathe News. In short- 
wave work since 1938. 

Gaspar Coetho, newspaperman, 
poet, concert manager, husband of 
Brazilian singer Olga Coelho who 
also will broadeast for La Cadena de 
las Americas. 

Miguel Girao, Portuguese speak- 


ing. Former Brazilian newspaper- 
man, 

Pery Macado, Portuguese an- 
nouncer. 











In Listeners 


THE AVAILABLE “were 


$ A.M. Newseast Strip Is First 


In Cincinnati 








For further information on 





LATEST C. E. HOOPER 
WCPO | Station | Station | Station | Station | 
8 A.M. | News | B | C . | A 


41.9% | 32.6% | 16.3% | 8.1% | 1.1% 


Cost only $175.00 per week of 6 ten-min. broadcasts— 
Based on 13-week contract ($165.00 on 52 wk.) 


gram and spot availabilities call... 


THE BRANHAM COMPANY 


AFFILIATED A 
CINCINNATI WC i> O SCRIPPS-HOWARD 
POST STATION 
] THE TALK OF THE AGENCIES 


* Dodge Dealers reluctantly released this Newscast 
strip after 2 years of highly successful sponsorship. 








this and other WCPO pro- 











NYA-Trained Girl Takes 


Tower Engineer Job; 
Other Femmes Hired 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 


Marie Stetler, woman transmitter 
engineer, has been employed by 
| WSTV, Steubenville, O. She is 22 
and passed her examination for a 
first class operator’s license on 
April 9. 

Previously Miss Stetler had oper- 
ated on a restricted permit the radio 
station in the office of the sheriff of 
Jefferson County, O. Her father is a 
telegraph operater for a firm of 
stockbrokers and she studied radio 
maintenance and theory at the NYA 
workshop in Steubenville. 

According to WSTV’s_ records, 
radio industry has only one other 
women transmitter engineer, but she 
works for an FM rather than a stand- 
ard broadcast station. 








Training Girl Subs 
Troy, N. Y., May 19. 

With most of its engineers liable 
for military service, WTRY is train- 
ing four of its regular femme staff 
to handle the controls—just in case. 
Those who have been studying and 
taking turns in the control room, 
under the supervision of the men, 
are: Mrs. Rosaline Nash and Betty 
Daly, of the accounting department; 
Kay Moser, director of women’s pro- 
grams; Mildred Lambertson, recep- 
tionist. 

In Albany, announcements were 
recently plugged of openings on the 
technical staff at WABY-WOKO— 
for women between 25 and 35. A 
minimum of two years’ high school 
education and ‘a moderate knowl- 
edge of typing’ were listed as re- 
quirements. ‘Four weeks’ training 
with pay’ was offered as an induce- 
ment. 





WGAR Hires One 
Cleveland, May 19. 
WGAR has added Ruth Lloyd, 21, 
to its engineering staff. John Patt, 
station managers, is Ohio director of 
plan whereby government will train 
200,000 radio technicians for war 
work. 
Miss Lloyd is 
classes. 


CLEVELAND CLUBWOMEN 
VOTE ON RADIO ‘BESTS’ 


Cleveland, May 19. 

The Radio Council of Greater 
Cleveland, polling its several thou- 
sand members and representative 
delegates of civic organizations, has 
selected radio’s best daily shows. 

Selections were studied by the 
Council’s Evaluation Committee and 
a list made public by Mrs. Walter 
V. Magee, organization prexy. 

Best programs are: 

Sunday: New York Philharmonic, 
‘One Man’s Family,’ Charlie McCar- 
thy, Chicago Round Table, Phil Spi- | 
talny’s All-Girl Ensemble. 

Monday: Lux Radio Theatre, Rich- 
ard Crooks-Wallenstein Ensemble, 
the Voorhees (Telephone) Hour, Du- 
pont’s ‘Cavalcade of America,’ 
‘Blondie.’ 
| Tuesday: ‘Fibber McGee-Molly,’ 
| Bob Hope, ‘Battle of Sexes,’ Treas- 
|ury Hour, Cugat Rhumba. 
| Wednesday: ‘Quiz Kids,’ ‘Mr. Dis- 
| trict Attorney,’ Kay Kyser, ‘The Thin 
| Man,’ ‘Dr. Christian.’ 
| Thursday: ‘Aldrich Family,’ Bing 
Crosby, Frank Morgan-Fanny Brice, 
Edward G. Robinson, Rudy Vallee. 

Friday: ‘Information, Please,’ Lu- 
| cille Manners-Black Ensemble, ‘First 
Nighter,’ ‘Waltz Time,’ Walter Dam- 
}rosch Hour. 

Saturday: Cleveland City Club 
Forum, Metropolitan Opera, Cleve- 
| land Orchestra, ‘Let’s Pretend,’ ‘Lin- 
coln Highway.’ 


‘Cecil Brown Draws 4,500 


| San Antonio, May 19. 

| One of the largest audience ever 
|assembled for a speaker here heard 
| Cecil Brown discuss his views of the 
| current crisis here at the Municipal 
| auditorium last Tuesday (12). An es- 
| timated paid attendance of 4,500 was 
| clocked. Proceeds after Brown's fee 
|and expenses were turned over to 
| the Texas Civilian Defense Aid Fund. 
| Brown was introduced to the audi- 
;ence here by Charles C. Shaw, KTSA 
jnbews editor who worked with 
Brown on the Pittsburg Press, 


product of such 
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| Harold V. Hough of the Fort 
| Worth Star-Telegram represents the 
| Newspaper-Radio Committee of 150 
|publishers with radio stations at a 
| hearing today (19) before the House 
|Interstate Commerce Committee. 


———— 


Sign-Off of Keep ‘Em Rolling’ 





Survevitis 





Milwaukee, May 19. 

Bill Evans, whose ‘Top of the 
Morning’ program has been a 
WTMJ feature for years, was re- 
cently elected air raid warden of 
the block in which he resides, 
and in line with his new duties 
he got up a questionnaire for cir- 
culation among his neighbors. 

They're still snickering at his 
question No. 9—‘At what time of 
the day is your husband away 
from home?’ 





HOSS-YARDER 
ARE NABBED 


Cleveland, May 19. 
Legality of race-horse broadcast- 
ing, with music and news interdis- 
persed, will be tested in police court 
following arrest of six men on horse- 
race gambling charges. Among those 
arrested were Morris (Mushie) Wex- 


ler, 40, manager of the Tele-News 
Service, Inc., and former agent for 
the Annenberg race news syndicate. 

City prosecutor Anthony Rut- 
kowski, in face of sharp disagree- 
ment from Wexler’s attorneys, de- 
clared trial would decide whether 
the operator of any news service 
used exclusively to deliver race re- 
sults could be prosecuted as an aider 
and abettor to gambling. Detective 
Dave Kerr, who conducted the raid 
and ‘cased’ the outfit for several 
weeks, said race news was broad- 
cast to many spots throughout county. 
One police squad arrested Wexler, 
race result announcer and telegrapher 
at Tele-News Service office in down- 
town office building. Another squad 
arrested three men in uptown room 
and charged them with occupying 
rooms to record wagers. Kerr, in 











|raiding downtown broadcasting head- 


quarters, used ‘This is a blackout 
test’ as code sentence heard in up- 
town quarters signalling arrests were 
to be made. 

Trial was set for May 26 after all 
six pleaded not guilty before Munic- 
ipal Judge Lewis Drucker. Bond 
was set at $500 apiece. 





Book Reviews on CKAC 


Montreal, May 19. 

‘Vient de Paraitre’ (Just Out) Book 
Review has teed off over French in- 
dependent lingual CKAC for 15 mins. 
every Friday for indefinite period. 
Ferdinand Biondi is critic handling 
both French and English books. 

Also now on CKAC are the Gillette 
Safety Razor-sponsored sporting 
events at Madison Square Garden on 


Fridays May 15-22-29. 





Points Up Talent's Generous Help 


‘Keep "Em Rolling,’ first of the 
Governmernit-produced wartime mo- 
rale programs, completed 28 weeks 
and went off the air Sunday (17) 
night. It began five weeks before 
Pearl Harbor. Its statistics are un- 
usual in several respects, first in 
having the longest run of any Goy- 
ernment wartime series, and second 
in the small outlay of cash, an aver- 
age of $325 per week to the Office 
of Emergency Management and, in 
succession, the War Production 
Board. To this sum should be added 
some $200 weekly contributed by the 
Mutual network for minor bit actors 
who got AFRA scale. 

Series was emceed cuffo for 13 
weeks by Clifton Fadiman, who was 
succeeded for 13 by George S. Kauf- 
man. Quentin Reynolds and Melvyn 
Douglas handled 27 and 28 respec- 
tively. Arthur Kurland, 26-year-old 
director, handled whole series. He 
is about to enter the armed forces. 
Morton Gould was musical director 
throughout. A special theme song 
was written by Rodgers and Hart. 
About 90 stations took the program 
live, and another 40-odd repeated it 
from transcription, 

As an example of lavish response 
by entertainment personalities, ‘Keep 
’Em Rolling’ has this rollcall for the 
28-week span: 

FREE DRAMATIC STARS 
Bette Davis Alfred Lunt 
Merle Oberon Lynn Fontanne 
E. G. Robinson Melvyn Douglas 
James Stewart Otto Kruger 
Frderic March Claude Rains 
Florence Eldridge Dudley Digges 


Maurice Evans Brian Ahern 


Joan Bennett Colin-Keith Johnson 


Jeffrey Lynn George Murphy 
Pau! Muni Lee J. Cobb 
Raymond Massey Michele Morgan 
Elis. Bergner Pau! Henried 
Brien Donlevy Derothy McGuire 
Boris Karloff Burgess Meredith 


Edward. Arnold 
Anne Neagle 
Ruth Gordon 
Tyrone Power 
John Garfield 
Myrna Loy 


FREE SINGING STARS 


Paul Lucas 
Lucille Watson 
Francis Lederer 
Mady Christians 
Sylvia Sidney 


Lawrence Tibbet Joan Edwards 
Rise Stevens Paul Robeson 
Ethel Merman John Charles Thomas 


Wynn Murray 
Igor Gorin 
Ethel Waters 
Kenny Baker 
Bee Waitin 
Conrad Thibault 
Jean Sablon 
Irving Caesar 
Mary Eastman 
Ray Middleton 


Maxine Sullivan 
Gertrude Niesen 
Jane Pickens 
Lanny Ross 
Mary Small 
Nadine Connor 
Dorothy Maynor 
Andrews Sisters 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Lotta Lehmann 
Connee Boswell 
(Choruses of 


Lynn Murray, Bloch, 


Crane Calder) 
FRED COMEDIANS 
Fibber McGee and Molly 


Ray 


FREE MATERIAL 
Donald Ogden Stew- Armina Marshall 
art Elmer Rice 
Howard Harris I. A. R. Wylie 
Martin Gosh Arch Oboler 


Irwin Shaw 
Milton Geiger 


Robert Ardrey 
Ray Milholland 


Maxwell Anderson Pear! Buck 

George S. Kaufman J. Stewart Hunter 
Moss Hart Cc. S. Forrester 
Lillian Hellman Paul Gallico 
Lawrence Langner Robert E. Sherwood 





Joe Kelly, schoolmaster of the 
Quiz Kids program over the Blue 
network will be away for several 
weeks, and a 13-year-old boy will 
pinch hit for him on the May 20 
broadcast. 
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Versatility 


In Mexico 





Two exceptional Mexican radiomen are here on business. 


Mexico City, May 19. 
One is 


Manuel Aceves, 60, owner-operator of station XEMA (5,000 watts) at 


Fresnillo, the Zacatecas state mining center. 


He is also announcer, 


artistic director, salesman and bill collector for the plant. 
The other is Manuel Zepeda Castillo, 47, only announcer of station 


XECA (5,000 watts) of Tampico. 


Before he became a mikeman, 


Zepeda Castillo was a sailor, soldier, newsman, congressman and 
secretary-general of the government of "Jalisco state. Radio announc- 
ing is the best job of all, he says—but he is running again for congress. 

















Three 500-Seat Studios For XEW 





Azcarraga Station Being Extensively Overhauled and 
Modernized in Mexico City 





Mexico City, May 19. 

Expansion and improvement as 
present facilities that have been 
used for some 10 years are under 
way at XEW (150,000 watts). Sta- 
tion will spend around $200,000 
(U. S.) on changes expected to be 
completed about July 1. 

There will be three studio-thea- 
tres, each accommodating 500 spec- 
tators, all at street level. Two will 
be brand new. There are to be 13 
other studios. 

Azcarraga Syndicate counts upon 
these 16 studios to fully meet all de- 
mands on XEW. Control rooms will 
be air conditioned. 

XEW broadcasts 17 hours. Of 
150 programs used a day only about 
six are transcribed. As around 144 
of these programs are live talent, a 
large working personnel is m™eces- 
sary. XEW is the biggest employ- 
ing radio station in Mexico and one 
of the largest in the world. Of 
musicians alone it has 300. 

XEW is an informal club for 
Mexico’s song writers. Many of 
this country’s hits were written at 
station. Writers and ccmposers can 
be found around XEW all day. 
They are encouraged to make them- 
selves at home by Manager Othon 
M. Velez. 


‘We are confident that this invest- 
ment in expansion and improve- 
ment will be a good one,’ Emilio 
Azcarraga told ‘Variety.’ Condi- 
tions, generally, radio as well as 
business, are much better than they 
were a couple of years or so ago. It 
looks as if all these conditions are 
going to improve, despite the war 
and the general uncertainty.’ 

XEW will be 12 years old this 
September, It began as a 5,000 watt 
station. 
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Have you heard 
Glenn Miller's record ? 
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“WOMEN’S COMMITTEE 
AWARDS AT LUNCHEON 


Women’s National Radio Commit- 
tee made awards to nine network 
programs yesterday at its annual 
luncheon at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 
The programs receiving awards 
were: 


Music — Philharmonic - Symphony 
concerts (CBS), with honorable men- 
tion to Andre Kostelanetz show 
(CBS), ‘Metropolitan Auditions’ 
(NBC) and Dr. Walter Damrosch’s 
‘Music Appreciation Hour ’(Blue). 


Drama—'Aldrich Family’ (NBC), 
with ‘First Nighter’ (CBS) and ‘Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly’ (NBC) as run- 
ners-up. 

Forum—‘America’s Town Meeting 
of the Air’ (Blue), with ‘American 
Forum of the Air’ (Mutual) and Uni- 
versity of Chicago Round Table 
(NBC) as runners-up. 

Entertainment — Maxwell House 
show (NBC), with Kate Smith’ pro- 
gram (CBS) and Edgar Bergen 
(NBC) runners-up. 

Quiz—‘Information Piease’ (NBC) 
and ‘Quiz Kids’ (Blue) were so near- 
ly equal that awards were given to 
both. 

Children’s—‘Rainbow House’ (Mu- 
tual), with ‘Friendship § Bridge’ 
(WMCA, New York) given special 
honorable mention. 

Talks—H. V. Kaltenborn (NBC) 
and Walter Winchell (Blue) divided 
the award, with Elmer Davis (CBS) 
runner-up. 








Sam Jaffe as ‘Hymie’ 


Offered As Air Show | 


‘The Adventures of Hymie,’ com- 
edy-dramatic program, has been 
adapted by H. S. Kraft from his own 
legit comedy, ‘Cafe Crown,’ and is 
being offered via audition recording 
to ad agencies and sponsors. Sam 
Jaffe, who plays the Hymie char- 
acter in the play at the Cort, N. Y., 
has the same role in the radio ver- 
sion, with other members of the 
stage troupe also recreating their 
roles. In addition, Minerva Pious 
and a few other players have been 
added. 

Besides broadening the appeal of 
the comedy somewhat by minimiz- 
ing the Yiddish theatre atmosphere, 
the program has been given an 
Americana _ twist. Lindsay Mac- 
Harrie, Blue network staff producer 
directed the audition record. Tom 
Stix is agenting the show, with the 
Blue network holding an option on 
it in case it is bought for sponsor- 
ship. 


Kitty Foyle’ for Mills 


‘Kitty Foyle,’ the Christopher Mor- 
ley best-seller, will be adapted by 
Carl Bixby as the next vehicle on 
the ‘Stories America Loves’ program 
on CBS for General Mills. It will 
start June 8, succeeding “The Sheik,’ 
the current yarn. 

Rikel Kent, director of the ‘Stories 
America Loves’ series, will cast the 
new show late this week. 

Elizabeth Reeves, of the Knox- 
Reeves agency, which handles 
‘Stories America Loves,’ is currently 
in New York, but returns to the 
homeoffice in Minneapolis tomorrow 
(Thursday). 











‘BBG AIR SHOWS 
WAXED INN. ¥. 6. 


Third Series Explaining 
Yankee Life and Customs 
to Great Britain Starting— 
Meantime ‘Against The 
Storm’ Is Shipped to Lon- 
don So That BBC Will 
Know About Daytime Se- 
rial Form Over Here 








STAFF GROWING 


—_—_—_— 


The British Broadcasting Corp. is 
currently producing two different 
series of recorded dramatic pro- 
grams in New York for broadcast in 
England. A third series will be 
started about June 15. All are 
aimed at giving English listeners a 
picture of American life and history. 

Principal program goes by the in- 
formal title of the ‘epic’ series. It 
is a 45-minute stanza depicting vari- 
ous phases of the American scene. 
Eight stanzas have been recorded 
and shipped to London, covering 
such topics as the merchant marine, 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, im- 
migration, a country newspaper, and 
Washington, D. C., in wartime. 

The programs have been written 
by various radio authors, including 
Ranald MacDougall, Ralph School- 
man, George Ludlum and Leo Fon- 
taine. William Robson, CBS staff 
writer-director, is currently writing 
‘Production Now,’ an expanded ver- 


(Continued on page 39) 











1 Am An American Day Celebrated 
On Grand Scale Showmanship in N. Y. 





‘I Am An American Day’ (second 
year) proved “the occasion for a 
super-whopper patriotic rally in 
Central Park, New York, Sunday 
(17), with the branches of trees tied 
back adjacent to the Mall and nearby 
meadows so that a gathering of 
1,200,000 persons (only 60,000 had 
seats) came within the farflung audi- 
ence. Loudspeakers made the cere- 


monies audible not only to this mob 
of over one-seventh the city’s popu- 
lation, but to residents of apartments 
on Central Park West, Central Park 
South and Fifth avenue. 

The two-hour celebration was 
marked by several dramatic high- 
lights and the surprise speech from 
London of General Charles DeGaulle, 
leader of the Free French. This 
came through after Lily Pons had 
sung ‘Daughter of the Regiment’ and 
Mayor LaGuardia had observed that 
the opera and the singer were prod- 
ucts of the Free France all the world, 
except the Nazis, loved. Following 
DeGaulle, Miss Pons encored with 
‘La Marseillaise.’ 

Station WNYC, city-owned, car- 
ried the full program and was the 
organizational pivot of the whole 
event. The New York City celebra- 
tion definitely took on a national 
character. Blue clipped ‘Wake Up 
America’ Forum for 15 minutes to 
carry part of it. NBC spotted 15 
minutes from the Mall ahead of its 
‘Army Hour.’ CBS had a half-hour 
pick-up (and provided through Bob 
Trout in London the DeGaulle re- 
mote), and Mutual carried a half- 
hour also. Whole program went cut 





shortwave via CBS and WRUL, 
Boston. 


It fell to Morris Novic, of WNYC, 
to handle most of the radio and much 
of the general showmanship prepara- 
tions. The platform was populated 
with celebrities, including Bishop 
William T. Manning, Governor Her- 
bert Lehman, Supreme Court Justice 
Hugo Black (who administered the 
oath to the flag by the 1,200,000 citi- 
zens) and Monsignor Robert Keegan. 
Giovanni Martinelli, Margaret 
Speaks, Fred Waring’s Glee Club, 
Marian Anderson, Albert Spalding, 
James Melton, Irving Berlin were on 
the program. 

Miscellaneous expenses of $11,000 
were incurred, entirely paid by pri- 
vate citizens. Some 3,900 policemen 
handled the crowds. 


Stanton West to Ogle 
MCA’s Carson Package 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Carl Stanton, radio director of 
Lord & Thomas, spanned the con- 
tinent to look at a new show pack- 
aged by Hal Hackett of MCA. Half- 
hour comedy piece headed by Jack 
Carson was tried out last Saturday 
(16) at CBS for audience reaction. 
In support of Carson are Franklin 
Pangborn, Ginny Simms, Billie 
Burke and Georgie Stoll’s orchestra. 
Stanton looked over the show for 
two interested accounts and flew 
back with the platter. 
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the 30,300,000 U.S 


of them, according to the latest Hooper Radio Reports. 
popularity where popularity counts, because 
in their primary areas alone, these Mutual stations 
regularly serve 13,453,200 radio homes—over 44% of 
S. total. d When Mutual tucks these 
key cities under your belt, you’ve made an important 
start toward reaching all your markets, coast to coast. 
§ And dominant Mutual stations in other cities can help 


you finish the job—at lowest network cost. 


THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Let’s start with 447, 
of the United States 


HERE are 14 U.S. cities of over 500,000 popula- 


tion, and Mutual stations rank third or better in 12 
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PAUL ROBESON 
With Ray Block Choir, Al Goodman 
Singing, Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
TEXACO 
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Buchanan) 

Texaco turned over the second 
half of its hour on CBS last Sunday 
(17) te the War Bonds and Saving 
Stamps Division uf the U.S. Treasury 
Department for the network pre- 
miere of the John Latouch-Earl Rob- 
inson cantata, ‘Battle Hymn.’ The 
work is even more dynamic and in- 
spiring than the same duo’s ‘Ballad 
for Americans,’ and the performance 
that Paul Robeson delivered was not 
only a thing of tonal and dramatic 
beauty but it served as powerful sup- 
port for the very principles of world 
faith and hope propounded by the 
musical work. 

The libretto of ‘Battle Hymn’ is 
based on President Roosevelt’s ad- 
dress to Congress Dec. 8. The in- 
terplay of declarations of intent, 
moralities and credos are woven 
with a fine lyrical texture, and Rob- 
inson had added much to the force 
of its words by his keen concepts of 
narrative scoring. ‘Battle Hymn’ 
probes deep into the mind, the heart 
and the emotions, and its words and 
music may be expected to be heard 
frequently not only during the war 
but during the making of the peace, 
lest the sentiments of that December 
day be forgotten. 

William Bacher, who produced for 
the Treasury Department, did a mas- 
terly job. Ray Block’s choral direc- 
tion was also the darbs, and Al Good- 
man contributed his usual fine piece 
of craftsmanship with the_ baton. 
Mrs. Henry A. Morganthau, Jr., wife 
of the Treasury secretary, spoke be- 
fore the performance, and Henry 
Hull was m.c. Odec. 





‘STATLER BONDWAGON’ 
With Herb MHagenor orch., 

Sherry, guests 

30 mins. 

Sustaining ’ 

Saturdays, 11:15-11:45 p.m. 
WKBW, Buffalo ; 

Half-hour aimed at getting listen- 
ers to pledge War Bond buys is run 
off from local Statler main dining 
room with more emphasis on enter- 
tainment than bond angle. Session 
(2) was well into first quarter-hour 
before m.c. Bob Sherry explained 
pledge angle, which cons:sts in phon- 
ing Western Union, which relays 
pledge to hotel. Names of first few 
phoned in are broadcast, and names 
of all previous week’s pledgees are 
ut into bowl from which a winner 
is picked. Latter is feted by hotel 
and goes on next broadcast. 

System of pledging and selection 
got only rapid explanation on this 
session and urging to buy the bonds 
came in only two or three polite 

lugs. Despite this, broadcast drew 

4,000 in pledges (inc’uding two $1,- 
500 ones). But it might be argued 
that folks who are going to pledge 
$1,500 will do it anyway, and this 
broadcast was only an outlet. Ses- 
sions might draw more response 
from little fellows if more before- 
the-program-ends-phone-it-in rivalry 
were instituted for polite urgings, 
music and guests, 

Entertainment came from Jimmy 
Durante, who nearly upset timing by 
drawing prolonged applause with 
*Inka-dinka-dink’ song; Mildred Bai- 
ley, who soloed ‘Rockin’ Chair’ and 
Red Norvo who plugged sale of 
bonds. All were in town for theatre 


Bob 


date Herb Hagenor’s house crew | 
added frequent music, although six 
men is a little too tiin to play 
Spirited things like ‘Caissons Go 
Rolling Along.” Show’s idea is 
sound. Betz. 





Gunnar O. Wiig, general manager 
of WHEC, Rochester, N. Y., was 
elected president of the Rochester 
Ad Club last week. 


|MARK VAN DOREN 
‘The Radio Reader’ 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 9:15 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This is an experiment in going 
backward. Van Doren is reading 
straight from the text of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s classic novel, “The Scar- 
let Letter.” Each morning he briefly 
alludes to the story to date, then 
ploughs ahead. It’s unadorned read- 
ing without dramatization, interrup- 
tion, interpolation or even any tricks 
of inflection. Van Doren has a good, 
clear voice. 

It’s surprismgly easy 
engrossed. Hawthorne is simple, di- 
rect, like radio. More flowery au- 
thors might not read so well over the 
air. But in this instance the daily 
segment was quickly over, leaving 
the listener’s interest whetted. 

There's more in alt this than meets 
the casual ear. CBS shows acute- 
ness in making the venture. Jand. 


‘LABOR’S NEWS ROOM’ 
15 Mins.—Local 

DAILY WORKER 
Nightly, 9:45 p.m. 
WHOM, Jersey City 

History has worked many ironic 
twists, so it’s routine informaton that, 
apart from a few slanted-to-unions 
items, a program bearing this title 
and supported by the Daily Worker 
sounds pretty much like any broad- 
cast that is all-out for the war. Like 
everybody else, the 14th Streeters 
were pretty happy recently about 
the United Nations mussing up of 
the Jap Navy. 

The period preceded half or more 
of its 15 minutes as a generalized re- 
port of the day’s events. Then it 
detoured for some labor convention 
news, rapped out at ‘appeaser’ John 
L. Lewis and his terror methods in 
Pennsylvania. The shape-up system 
on the New York docks was de- 
plored, reference to the hush-hush on 
the N.Y. Post’s charges against Sen- 
ater David I. Walsh (Mass.), was 
made, and finally the kidnapping and 
beating of a labor organizer in Ari- 
zona was blamed upon Westbrook 
Pegler’s recent ‘vigilante-encourag- 
ing’ piece. Land. 


PETER HAYWARD 
5 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 12:55 a.m. 
WJZ, New York 

As a local filler, this program 
oddity has been spotted on WJZ, 
New York, at 12:55 a.m. seven nights 
a week. It brings Peter Hayward 
in his radio debut with a series of 
capsule fables in fantasy. Heard 
on May 5 in his second broadcast, 
he offered a curiously ingratiating 
adult bedtime story about why 
the owl sleeps all day and the 
bear all winter. Though dissimilar 
in form and style, it reminded of the 
‘Uncle Remus’ yarns of Joel Chand- 
ler Harris. 

Heyward was plainly nervous at 
the start, clearing his throat several 
times and otherwise revealing his 
mike-fright by letting his voice be- 
come a trifle light. However, he 
has a pleasant radio personality and 
disarmingly unassuming delivery. 
Added experience should teach him 
valuable tricks of timing and em- 
phasis, 

Although a program of this kind 
doesn’t fit into the obvious radio 
pigeonholes, it has the basic quali- 
ties to become a successful novelty, 
| if shrewdly handled. For one thing, 
it’s largely wasted at its present late 
| hour on the schedule. An early eve- 
ning spot, when both young and old 
can hear it, would be better. Also, 
{the show is plenty’ entertaining 
enough for a network spread. If 
properly built, Heyward might be a 
bet for sponsorship and could be- 
|come an effective solo act for book- 
ing on major variety shows. Hey- 





| ward is something distinctly new— | 


| and good. Hobe. 


to become | 








‘GO GET IT’ 

With Bob Emery, Joe Bolton 
30 Mins.—Localt 

KRUEGER BEER 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 


(Compton) 

The Compton agency which scored 
a bullseye with ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences’ for Procter & Gamble, has 
‘turned to another game for a local 
audience - participation show on 
WOR, New York, for Krueger beer. 
|The game is Scavenger Hunt, or 
Treasure Hunt, and involves a group 
of people trying to collect a list of 
|odd articles within a specified time. 
In this program, produced origi- 
inally as a sustainer by Mary D. 
Chase, each contestant is given a 
|single item te bring to the studio, 
but the article is as outlandish as 
possible. The comedy results are 
pretty good as the successful con- 








testants, their normal mike-fright 
lost in the excitement, tell their 
stories. Although, like ‘Truth and 


Consequences,’ much of the fun is 
visual, ‘Go Get It’ provides unpre- 
dictable factors of en‘ertainment. 

On the Wednesday night (13) 
show five contestants sent on their 
quest late that afternoon were 
brought to the mike to tell how 
they succeeded. First brought in a 
bed of roses, whereupon a woman 
from the audience was brought up to 
lie in it. She received a Simmons 
mattress as a special present and 
presumably had to take it home with 
her. The contestant, like the others, 
was given $5 in cash and 12 beer 
glasses, Second go-getter had 
brought back a carrier pigeon from 
the N. Y. Journal-American. Having 
the odor of a publicity plant, that 
was the only weak spot of the pro- 
gram. 

Third contestant brought back the 
driver and passengers of a bus, for 
which she received the special prize 
of $25, in addition to the regular $5 
and dozen beer glasses. High com- 
edy spot of the show was the wom- 
an who brought in a delivery boy, 
his rolling rack of dresses and his 
boss from the dress company. They 
gave away the dresses to women in 
the audience, but the latter had to 
change into the dresses on stage. It 
sounded as if the audience was in a 
panic. Final contestant brought a 
beehive full of bees, which were let 
loose in the studio. 

There appears to be almost no 
limit on the number of goofy stunt 
assignments that can be given on 
the show. But care must always 
be exercised to see that none of the 
| Studio antics backfires, either in mat- 
| ters of good taste, safety or becom- 
|} ing a nuisance. Bob Emery and Joe 
Bolton share the m.c. stint, with Bol- 
ton giving it a trifle broader treat- 
ment. There are two commercials 
which stress the idea of going to get 
Krueger beer. There’s also an in- 
genious presentation of the Krueger 
slogan as an identification sign-off, 
with the studio audience vocifer- 
ously participating. Robert Louis 
Shayon directs the show for WOR. 

Hobe. 
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‘MEN AT WORK’ 

With Eddie Condon, Joe Sullivan, 
Benny Moten, Pee-Wee Russell, 
Max Kaminsky, Henry ‘Red’ Allen, 
Woody Herman, Bunny Briggs. 

Jazz Music 

|40 Mins. 

| Thursday, 8:15 P. M. 

| WCBW-CBS, N.w York 
Eddie Condon and his hot men 

staged a jam session before the CBS 

|television cameras som: weeks ago 
and since then groups of twos and 








ithrees have been blowing hot 
weekiy. This was the second tele- 
cast By Condon with the larger 
| group. 

| To vary the somewhat drab re- 
flection of musicians. greuped in. a 
corner the highly perambulatory 


|CBS camera posed many interesting 
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trumpet-valve fingering, another of 
Condon’s foot tapping the beat, 
again of Joe Sullivan's nands work- 
ing over a piano keyboard, etc. 
Beyond that, however, the broadcast 
proved unexciting from a technical 
viewpoint. Perhaps the CBS re- 
ceiver in use wasn’t up to standard. 
Images seemed to lack clarity of 
detail. There was a grayish, blurred 
quality, though reception was con- 
sistently steady. Production was 
conspicuous by its absence. It was 
in CBS tradition of informality. 
Most of the time the bandmen were 
on their own; Condon several times 
wandered around the room to no 
apparent purpose, and announce- 
ments were short and occasionally 
inaccurate by an unnamed spieler 
who stepped within lens range and 
off again, 

From a musical standpoint the 
show was good. Kaminsky, clarinet- 
ist Pee-Wee Russell, trombonist 
Benny Moten, drummer Zutty Sin- 
gleton, Sullivan, Condon, trumpeter 
Henry ‘Red’ Allen, and bandleader 
Woody Herman, who came _ over 
from nearby Paramount theatre, for 
couple clarinet numbers and songs, 
all made it an enjoyable session, As 
usual, Condon’s voice could be heard 
above the jive giving orders. 

Wood. 





Stanley Haigh, KSTP, Minneapolis, 
salesman, goes with the War Produc- 
tion Board, 





BUDAPEST STRING QUARTET 
Chamber Music 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturdays, 5 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


CBS is doing an admirable job in 
presenting the Budapest String 
Quartet in weekly hour recitals 
broadcast from the Library of Con- 
gress, Washington, for the quartet 
ranks with the world’s finest. Its re- 
ception by the masses is another 
matter, for chamber music is gener- 
ally considered the finest of all mu- 
sic, and the least appreciated by the 
general public. 


In their first program a quartet b 
John Alden Carpenter was presented, 
and this followed by the Mozart C 
Major quintet. The Mozart work 
was outstanding not only because of 
the effervescent flow of the rich 
music, but because the players 
seemed to find far more for their 
own inspirations in the work of the 
deceased master than of the contem- 
porary American composer. 


Carpenter’s work was well played, 
but it herdly compares with the 
Mozart, an it is regretable tgat the 
comparison must be made, since one 
work followed another. Eddy. 


‘PRODUCTION FOR VICTORY’ 

With Carl Dash, Tiny Schwarz, Bob 
Armstrong orci, guests 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

WBEN, Buffals. 


Amid flood of patriotic shows de- 
picting nation’s war effort, WBEN 
has started one aimed at pointing out 
what Buffalo is doing. Climax is in- 
terview with workers from a war 
plant in area, busy at turning out 
planes, guns and steel. Carl Dash, 
newcomer whose style needs some 
steadying, draws m.c. assignment and 
quizzes war workers. Session also 
calls for some semi-humorous lines 
from him on Hitler, Mussolini, etc. 


Series had slipped into polished, 
jaunty style with second broadcast 
(31) after shaky start. Three-min- 
ute skit dramatizes ‘war bore of the 
week’ (person who talks too much, 
etc) between menu of patriotic and 
hit tunes neatly sung by Tiny 
Schwarz to house band backing. Ed 
Reimers nicely handles announcing 
stint with War Bond plugs, 


Show is molded along compelling 
lines and bears imitating among lo- 
cal stations seeking a formula for 
a patriotic series of their own. Betz. 


‘STAG PARTY’ 
With Allen Young, Freddy Hill, Bill 

Herbert, Harry Price orch 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

Variety show originating at Van- 
couver has been heard for some time 
over a Canadian hookup and more 
recently started short-waving to 
England, but is now also heard in 
the U. S. via the Blue network. It 
hardly compares with similar pro- 
grams produced in New York, Holly- 
wood, or even Chicago, but it has a 
certain interest and appeal as an ex- 
ample of provincial British Columbia 
radio. And spotted at this hour 
Saturday night it should find a tol- 
erant audience. 

Featured comic of the stanza is 
Allen Young, who unravels a line of 


gags a little on the corny side. He 
also has a collection of character 


stooges, something along the line of 
Ransom Sherman’s program for 
Procter & Gamble. Much of the 
humor is a trifle obvious, but some 
of it is funny and Young gets more 
of it across by wearing down the 
listener. Harry Price orchestra sug- 
gests an old-fashioned jazz band. 
Freddy Hfill has a vocal spot and 
Bill Herbert is announcer-stooge. 
Andrew Allen produces. 

It’s. g.kind of cisarmings..chow if 


taken on its own unpretentious 
terms. The studio audience is up- 
roariously enthusiastic. Hobe. 


et 


‘BLIND DATE’ 
With Frances Scully, Connie Haines 

Mercedes McCambridge, Lizzie 

Tish, Martha Scott, Bryant Sisters 

Melodates orch ; 
25 Mins. 

Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

Variety show with ‘an audience. 
participation ‘angle originates jn 
Hollywood, with a studio-full of 
service men and a nearly-all-femme 
cast. It’s plenty corny, but fairly 
diverting in a broad way. ‘Blind 
Date’ idea is mentioned frequently 
in the script, but actually is a minor 
factor. There’s talk about the gals 
in the troupe going out after the 
broadcast with the soldiers or sailors 
in the audience, but whether they 
really do or not isn’t definitely indj. 
cated. 

There’s a femme picture player 
guest on each show. When caught 
recently it was Martha Scott. Her 
assignment was to be lead in a dra- 
matic sketch with a comedy black- 
out line involving a sailor from the 
studio audience. She played a femme 
cop and, referring to a_ possible 
charge of resisting an officer, asked 
the gob, “You wouldn’t resist me, 
would you?’ Fellow then had his 
only line in the skit, the tag, ‘Are you 
kidding?’ It wowed the service-men 
audience, of course. 

There is one serious (and at this 
catching genuinely moving) bit. 
That is when a mother of one of the 
service-men in the studio audience 
is picked up by remote broadcast to 
read a letter to her son. In this ine 
stance she had two sons present, 
identified only as ‘Jim’ and ‘Doug.’ 
The letter and her reading of it were 
quite touching. She got through it 
all right, though she seemed to 
choke up a bit at the affectionate 
close. 

Balance of the program included 
Lizzie Tish, comic femme imperson- 
ator; Mercedes McCambridge, ac- 
tress-comedienne; Connie Haines, 
vocalist-actress; Frances Scully, m.c.; 
the Bryant Sisters and the Melodates 
orchestra. Myron Dutton scripts and 
directs. Hobe. 


‘BATS IN THE BELFRY’ 

With Durward Kirby, Marion Mann, 
Michael Roy, Escorts and Betty (4), 
Belfry Bats (4) and Rex Maupin’s 
Orchestra. 

Thursday, 9 p.m., CWT 

WENR, Chicago 
One of the new shows built when 

NBC divorced the Blue, ‘Bats in the 

Belfry,’ is coming along in grand 

style after seven performances. Much 

of the early production difficulties 
have been erased and program paces 
nicely under leadership of Durward 

Kirby. It’s a zaney session, full of 

fresh material and prepared with 

idea of keeping the laughs sustained. 

Belfry Bats consist of various local 
actors and actresses selected for their 
comedy ability. Additions to pro- 
gram include Hugh Studebaker, who 
apreared on ‘Fibber McGee and 

Molly’ while that show was in Chi- 

cago. He’s doing his Silly Watson, 

Negro characters. Other performers 

include Catherine Card, and Arthur 

Kohl. 

Highspot of this program was the 

Shakespearean finale. in which all 

the characters of Shakespeare came 

to life to haunt Kirby. It was good 
material. ; 

Only bad spot on program was in 

production, which at times lagged. 

A filter mike could have been used 

to advantage for phone conversa- 

tions. Illusions ~;ould taen have 
been more complete. 

Escorts and Betty, three guys and 

a gal vocal team. turned in a nice 

performance of ‘Apple Tree.” 

George Barnes and his electric gui- 

tar sold solidly with a swing ar- 

rangement of ‘Kerry Dance.’ Marion 

Mann, singing ‘Lover and Lass,’ was 

okay. 

Music on show was well selected 

and spaced nicely. Orch, handled by 

Re Maupin, -was geodlistoning.- 

Carl Gass writes the weekly opus, 





with Clint Stanley directing. 
Loop. 
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The Ideal of 


Radio News 





Memphis, May 19. 


Possibly one of the clearest, most dignified statements of policy 
on news is that published by WMPS in the Press-Scimitar under the 


caption, ‘Give light and the people will find their own way.’ 


statement reads: 


‘We believe that a radio station, 


The 


operating as a public service un- 


der Government license, is morally bound to broadcast news impar- 
tially; without bias, suppression, exaggeration or distortion. In more 
than 9,000 news programs which WMPS announcers have broadcast 
since the beginning of the war, not a single item has been colored 
by the opinions of the management or by the editorial policy of the 
newspaper with which the station is affiliated. 

‘We believe that the people look to radio for headlines and to 
newspapers for full details, pictures and maps. Through newspaper- 
trained management, newspaper-affiliated stations are naturally better 

* equipped to handle radio’s share in news dissemination.’ 





_— 











Tornado Remains Radio Secret 





Minnesota Stations Irked By Enforced Silence—Say 
Contemporaries Enjoyed Advantage 


Minneapolis, May 19. 
Minnesota tornadoes, which caused 
loss of lives and did considerable 
damage in several sections of th 
state, also blew up considerable ra- 
dio turmoil the repercussions of 
which now are reaching Washington 


and which are expected to bring out 
of the capital a clearer cut policy 
relative to weather news broad- 
casting. 

KSTP and WLOL are perturbed 
because, in tabooing warnings of 
the series of tornadoes, they adhered 
to the federal ‘no weather reports’ 
censorship rules, while other sta- 
tions, including WCCO, WTCN, and 
WMIN, carried the storm stories 
over the ether “waves. KSTP and 
WLOL didn’t relish the idea of being 
‘scooped.’ 

When KSTP and WLOL sought 
permission from the local general 
weather bureau head to broadcast a 
storm program it was refused and 
the stations were referred to the 
Chicago regional headquarters, which 
also said ‘nothing doing.’ 

However, it appears that Al Shee- 
han of WCCO contacted somebody 
in Chicago, who told him to go 
ahead. KSTP and WLOL even ap- 
pealed to office of censorship in 
Washnigton without approval. He 
stated that news of the tornadoes 
was permissible only for publication 
in the newspapers, not over the 
radio. 

But with KSTP and WLOL laying 
off, WMIN relayed a newspaper de- 
scription of the tornadoes. After the 
newspapers were on the street 
WTCN also carried reports regard- 
ing the storms. Then Cedric 
Adams, WCCO newscaster, during 
his night broadcast, went into de- 
tails and even had an eye witness 
on his program describing what he 
saw. 








Sash Lansaiea’s Now Joh 


London, April 28. 

Frank Lamping, who was assistant 
managing director before the war of 
the English agency for Radio Nor- 
mandie, has had a change of post in 
the Royal Air Force. He is now 
with the Directorate of Air Force 
Welfare. As stich he supervises re- 
cordings made with talent in the 
RAF, 

‘His rank is flying lieutenant. 


LEVERS’ COPY 
RAISES SOME 
EYEBROWS 


Lever Bros. withdrew a spot an- 
nouncement from its latest tran- 
scribed campaign on Swan Soap be- 
cause of protests from women lis- 
teners over what they considered to 
be a double entendre. The rhyme 
involved in the blurb had to do with 
the fact that each cake of Swan Soap 
is so grooved that it can be split 
into two parts. 

Another Lever spot blurb that has 
caused some headshaking among 
broadcasters recently stems from 
the Lifebuoy campaign. In this 
batch of rhymes there is frequent 
reference to ‘Sad Sadie, the B. O. 
Lady’ and ‘Stinky Sam, the B. O. 
Man.” It is the opinion of these 
broadcasters that such stuff certainly 
can’t be counted as sterling contri- 
butions to the dignity of radio. 























Radio Program Service 















warmly accepted by trade 











After more than a year of preparatory work on 
the ASCAP Radio Program Service, it is wonder- 
fully pleasant to have seen it, this week, win the 
wholehearted acceptance of station managers 
everywhere. By letter and telegram and in person 
at the convention the Service has been praised 
as a practical plan for creating music profits. 

A presentation of Music Profits is on your 
desk. It is so designed as to make a strong selling 
tool for your sales department. Study it, get the 
Service for your station and start turning music 
costs into music profits. The ASCAP Radio Pro- 
gram Service will be sent to you on request, with- 
out cost, if you are an ASCAP-licensed station. 


ASCAP 


Radio Program Service 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 











Argentine Activities 











By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, April 20. 

Phillips Milk of Magnesia now 
airing new series on Radio El Mundo 
(LR 1) from Radio-Casino theatre 
at 9:30 p.m. Program starring Turk- | 
ish style comic Ali Salem Baraja 
with stooge Dr. don Mario Reman 
de Flores and Jaime Font Saravia is 
particularly adapted for visual as 
well-as ear audience. One of few 
local programs aired from set stage. 





Los Hermanos Alvarez return to 
Buenos Aires after one month on 
Radio Terrupilha in Puerto Alegre, 
Brazil, and extensive bookings at the 
Casinos there and elsewhere in 
Brazil and Uruguay. 





Radio theatrical company of writer 
and dramatist D. Pedro Jose 
Cohucelo signs Vilma Vidal and 
Daniel de Alvarado for series of air 
novels on Radio Belgrano (LR 3). 
Programs sponsored by Nestle Ar- 
gentina (chocolate). Mondays 
through Fridays at 4:00 p.m. 





‘La Novela de Un Joven Pobre’ 
(Novel of a Poor Young Man), based 
on EFA film set for series on El 
Mundo. Radio show will star Nelida 
Bilbao and Roberto Airaldi in ver- 
sion by Ulises Carlos Garnier and is 
one of few Argentine-made picts to 
reach the air. Usually Hollywood- 
mades are the only ones to get much 
radio time here. 





Aracri-Norbi duo signed by Radio 
Portena (LS 4). 





Radio Splendid (LR 4) getting 
terrific fan mail response on ‘Re- 
viviendo La Emocion del Tango’ 
(Reviving the Emotion of the Tango) 
which seeks for listener reaction to 
pop numbers. 





J. Walter Thompson sets Mundo 
network Red Azul y Blanca to carry 
full series ‘Arriando Recuerdos’ 
(Memories) for Jabon El Gaucho 
(Swift soap) Ricardo L. Menecier 
handling script with Martin Zabalua, 


Tax Bill Compels Fight Promoters 


To Reveal Broadcasting Deals 





KVOR, Colorado Springs, 





Sara Prosperi and Luisa Olivera in 
top roles. 





Luis Martin Ventura generally 
rated top local guitarrist, set by 
Belgrano for Thursdays at 9:00 p.m., 
and Sundays at 12:30 p.m. for Jabon 
Federal (soap) will feature many of 
his own works with the backing of 
classical ork directed by Adolfo 
Gendelman. 





Mundo chain gets under way with 
Vicks Vaporub series Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 4:15 with 
‘Puesta del Sol’ (Sunset) contest 
directed by Carlos Arturo Orfeo and 
starring Iris Lainez. M.c. Horacio a 
Zelada. 





Roberto Airaldi on Belgrano in 
‘Los Grandes Amores’ (Great Loves) 
with Mecha Ortiz, based on biogra- 
phies of Obligado Heloise, Josephine, 
Beatrice, Dante. 





CINE-Press special audition on 
Radio Argentina Day of the Ameri- 
cas directed by Lola y Dominguez 
continent broadcast, featuring 


Amand T sdacmea Wien Asal Carril 
AMancga weaesma, Mmugo G@i Varrii, 


Fernando Ochoa. 





Teatro Palmolive new program on 
El Mundo ‘Idilio Trunco’ (Broken 
Idyll) Roberto Salinas star with 
Margarita Corona, Pepita Forn, 
Rita Miranda, Gustavo Cavero, 





Riple, John J. McNulty 
Join Wilder’s Board 


Albany, N. Y., May 19. 

W. A. (Bill) Riple, commercial 
and resident manager of WTRY, and 
John J. McNulty, N. Y. State su- 
perintendent of buildings, have been | 
elected to the board of directors of 
the Troy Broadcasting Company, Inc. 

Riple was at WEEU, Reading, Pa., 
before he joined WTRY two years 
ago. McNulty, Democratic leader in 
Green Island (adjacent to Troy), is 
a former sheriff of Albany County. 
Harry Wilder, of Syracuse, is presi- 
dent of Troy Broadcasting Co. 





BERCH SHOW ON WOAI 
San Antonio, May 19. 
Jack Berch and his gang will be 
aired over station WOAI each Tues- 
day and Thursday effective Tuesday 
May 19 for a series of quarter hour 
programs for a period of 16 weeks. 
Dises will be in behalf of Gulfspray. 
Account was placed through Young 





& Rubicam. 


Hears From the NLRB | 


Washington, May 19. 

Though cleared of charges the 
management violated the Wagner 
Act by allegedly refusing to bargain 
with the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (AFL), Station 
KVOR, Colorado Springs, Colo., on 
Saturday (16) was directed by the 
National Labor Relations Board to 
quit interfering with rights of em- 
ployees. Specifically to cut out anti- 
union statements and try to seduce 
technicians with ‘unilateral’ overtime 
payments. 

In a unanimous opinion, the Board 
affirmed its proposed findings of fact 
which include a conclusion that the 
KVOR chief engineer tried to dis- 
courage his subordinates from asking 
for more pay. Though negotiations 
were protracted and did not bring 
any agreement, the Board held the 
company cannot be convicted of re- 
fusing to bargain as required by law. 
The decision remarked on ‘the ex- 
tended delay’ but said the amount of 
time consumed does not demonstrate 
any desire to violate the Wagner Act. 
Stumbling block was the closed shop 
issue. 


IBEW OVER-ALL 
IN SEATTLE 
RADIO 


Seattle, May 19. 

All announcers, writers and tech- 
nicians in Seattle stations who are 
members of the International Bro- 
therhood of Electrical Workers are 
being organized into one local, with 
the first meeting of the new group 
held last Friday. 

At present the technicians of all 
stations are members of IBEW, and 
announcers and writers of KOL, 
KIRO, KOMO, and KJR are also 
members, along with a few from the 
town’s other stations. Present plans 
call for a drive to sign up all em- 
ployees of all stations who come un- 














der the IBEW jurisdiction, 


Albany, N. Y., May 19. 

Taxable gross receipts from box- 
ing and wrestling matches in New 
York State must include prices 
charged for the sale, lease and other 
exploitation of broadcasting, tele- 
vision and motion picture rights, un- 
der the terms of a bill signed by 
Governor Lehman. 

The measure, sponsored by Sen- 
ator Walter J. Mahoney of Buffalo 
and Assemblyman James J. Dooling 
of New York City, provides that no 
deductions can be made in this con- 
nection for commissions, brokerage, 
distribution fees, advertising or other 
expenses, 


Radio Directors 
Loosely Define 
Who's Eligible 


The Radio Directors Guild, formed 
several weeks ago with a charter 
membership of 39, is accepting ap- 
plications for additional members. 
Each applicant must be proposed by 
a member and must be approved by 
the membership committee, of which 
Ed Byron is chairman, 


No definite qualifications for mem- 
bership have been established or are 
planned, as the committee is to de- 
cide each individual case on its own 
merits. It’s figured that with the 
whole radio industry continuing to 
develop, the status and scope of the 
director may change with it. The 
Guild intends to restrict its mem- 
bership to qualified directors actual- 
ly earning their living in the pro- 
fession, but it wants to leave de- 
termination of each actual case in 
the hands of the committee. 


No membership meetings have 
been held since the Guild was or- 
ganized, but the various committees 
have been holding weekly sessions. 
Main business of the executive com- 
mittee continues to be drafting a 
constitution. That may be com- 
pleted by next week and possibly 
ratified by the membership the fol- 
lowing week. Organization intends 
establishing a nominal scale of dues 
and initiation fees soon and will also 
open an office with a permanent 
secretary. 
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THERE’S 
BU$INE$$” 














Suzy our steno wisely asserts. “And Cincinnati's getting its share. Last 
month alone payrolls totalled $23,090,000. 


“No wonder smart advertisers are 
getting WSA Identification for their 
products. And WSAI’s unique mer- 
chandising aids KEEP SELLING 
your product from program to 
pcint-of-purchasel” 





WSAI'S SALES AIDS 


1. Street car and 5. Taxicab Covers 


bus cards é : 
2.N Signs m yaa Win- 
3. Display Cards ow Displays 


4. Newspaper Ads 7. House-organ 
S. “Meet the Sponsor” Broadcast 
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SHEPARD VS. NETWORK MEMBERSHIP: 


KLAUBER EXPLAINS CBS SLANTS ON N.A.B. 





Resolutions in Cleveland Include Condemnation of 
‘Service to Racetrack Touts’ as Bad Radio—Gen- 
eral Motors Example Is Hailed 





Columbia won a sweeping victory 
during the closing minutes of the 
National Association of Broadcasters’ 
convention at the Statler hotel, 
Cleveland, last week when the dele- 
gates adopted an amendment to the 
association’s bylaws granting the 
networks direct membership and 
representation on the N. A. B. board. 
The resolution was carried by a vote 
of almost five to one. 

The meeting’s action had but one 
surprising element and that was, as 
some delegates later remarked, the 
lack of marked controversy. The 
only one who put up any real opposi- 
tion to the acceptance of the resolu- 
tion was John Shepard, 3rd, of the 
Yankee Network. Shepard, who had 
submitted counter resolutions, con- 
tended on the that 
the networks hed practically nothing 
in common with the stations and 
that the former were, in effect, 
merely concerned with the build- 
ing and selling of programs and the 
agenting of broadcast facilities. 

Edward Klauber, chairman of 
CBS’ executive committee, made 
what delegates later admitted was 
an effective plea for the adoption of 
the network resolution. Klauber 
pointed out that We-hington ele- 
ments had for some time charged 
that the N. A. B. was dominated by 
the networks (CBS and NBC) and 
that Columbia now had nv choice to 
demand that it be accepted as a full- 
fledged member of the N.A.B. family 
or withdraw entirely from the 
N. A. B.’s affairs. 
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Have you heard 
Horace Heidt’s record ? 


THE 


LAMPLIGHTER'S 
SERENADE 








Klauber also | 








Have you heard 
Woody: Herman's record ? 


THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 
SERENADE 


spoke of unity within the industry 
and ridiculing the statements of the 
Washington elements he said that 
Columbia had never dominated the 
N. A. B. nor would it ever seek to 
dominate it. During the session 
NBC maintained its previous posi- 
tion of non-insistence on the meas- 
ure. 

Hit Eroadcasting of Race Results 

The same meeting passed a resolu- 
tion condemning the broadcasting of 
horserace results ‘whose value is 
principally to bookmakers.’ This 
practice, stated the resolution, con- 
stitutes bad radio. The resolution 
added that nothing in it was to be 
co strued as condemning the airing 
of racing results at the end of the 
day or description of outstanding 
races such as the Kentucky Derby. 

Among the other resolutions that 
received approval from the delegates 
were the following: 

1. Condemnation of the ‘payola’ 
practice, that is, broadcasting bands 
or singers receiving fees or other 
material favors from music publish- 
ers to plug their songs. The resolu- 
tion directed the N. A. B. to ‘make 
all possible efforts to te:ainate the 
pernicious practices and to make 
such recommendations to its mem- 
bers for the elimination of the said 
pernicious practices as may be con- 
sidered necessary and advisable on 
their premises.’ 

2. N. A. B. was deeply appreciative 
of the confidence in broadcast adver- 
tising expressed by General Motors 
on starting the institutional program, 
‘Cheers from Camps.’ (CBS). 

3. N. A. B. was ceepl, appreciative 
of the fair treatment accorded the 
radio industry by newspapers in 
general in respect to broadcasting’s 
efforts to keep radio free and admits 
that a common bond links the two 
media together. 

4.N, A. B. was deeply appreciative 
of the large number of time buyers 
present at the convention. 

5. N. A. B. expressed its deep sym- 
pathies to the family of the late 
Graham McNamee. 

The meeting overwhelmingly fa- 
vored New Orleans as the spot for 
the next N. A. B. convention. 


New N.A.B. Directors - 


Cleveland, May 19. 

Six new directors were elected to 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters’ board at the closing session 
of the convention last Wednesday 
(13). The electees were: 

Large stations: Edwin W. Craig, 
WSM, Nashville, and Joseph Maland, 
Des Moines. 

Medium stations: Don _ Elias, 
WWNC, Asheville, and Eugene P. 
O’Fallon, KFEL, Denver. 

Small stations: James W. Woodruff, 
WRBL, Columbus, Ga., and Herbert 
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London, May 1. 
Three recordings made by Man- 
tovani and his band are being used 
as signature tunes for three broad- 





casting features by the British 
Broadcasting Corp., which is un- 
precedented., 

Carl Barriteau, first alto sax 
player with Ken Johnson band, 


which played at the Cafe de Paris 
till it was damaged during London’s 
bombing, killing the leader and some 
of the aggregation, has re-formed 
band, with BBC giving it series of 
broadcasts. 





Lucan and McShane to do new 
series of broadcasts for BBC start- 
ing May 16 for 10 weeks, with op- 


tion. Program replaces ‘Saturday’s 
Social,’ with Jack Warner, Billy 
Russell, Jeanne de Casalis, and 


Phyllis Robbins. 





Jimmy Dyrenforth of the BBC 
just returned from New York with 
message of sympathy from habitues 
of the Rainbow Room to Billy Mil- 
ton’s relatives on his reported death 
in one of London’s air raids, which 
demise Milton strenuously denies 
through ‘Variety.’ 





Winifred Scott switched into an air 
program April 24 from the Tivoli, 
Hull. Claimed to be making her 
first vaude and air appearance. For 
once a surprise. Did the theme 
song from ‘Butterfly’ and encored 
with ‘Smiling Thru,’ and proved to 
have a strong, sweet and fine range 
soprano. Audience reception from 
the Hull house terrific. Speaking 
voice when announcing encore num- 
ber not pleasant and badly accented, 





in strange contrast with singing 
voice, 
‘Saturday .Bandstand,’ on both 


‘Home’ and ‘Forces’ wavelengths, 
proved terrible. Diana Ward of- 
fered ‘Yiango’ number, done half- 
hour earlier by Henry Hall program. 
BBC seems not to know what num- 
bers are scheduled in their ‘enter- 
tainment’ programs. Or what’s the 
answer to same numbers being 
worked in successive programs s0 
frequently. Program consisted of 
two orchestra stints followed by a 
tenor, two more followed by the 
BBC Chorus, more band, then Diana 
Ward as noted. Preliminary blurb 
in ‘Radio Times,’ BBC official or- 


|gan, said ‘to the more stalwart type 


of listener we hope to appeal...in a 
program which we hope will be jolly 
and invigorating.’ And actor Jack 
Melford emceed as if he were patro- 
nizing a high schoo), 





Robb Wilton, slowburn comic, 
back April 25 with series of four 
quarter-hour sketches, ‘Mr. Muddle- 
combe at Home.’ Character is bur- 
lesk of average country magistrate 
routined by Wilton for years. As 
evidenced by first effort, series may 
be good for more laughs than usual 
via BBC. 














| Burke, comic new to air. 
| the ‘diddle-diddle-diddle’ gag which 





‘Music Hall,’ on April 26, had Bill 
Except for 


every comic and Vic Oliver is using, 


| Burke had good new material. Elsie 


Carlisle did several pop numbers 


| which so many others are working 


and sounded like Bebe Daniels imi- 
tating Elsie Carlisle imitating Bebe 


Daniels. Rest of better than usual 
show held Ronald Frankau, O’Gor- 
man Bros. getting laughs galore 


from gags used in their father Joe’s 
day, and Tildsley’s Master Singers, 
who closed on a rather unfortunate 
number considering the Far East 
situation about a ‘Stout Fella.’ It is 
time perhaps to forget this silly 
‘pukka sahib’ pomposity. 





Bob Hope program ends 12:35 
noon spot on ‘Forces’ wavelength. 
High-speed comedy getting big audi- 
ence. 





Tom Gamble, new to air, is a hit 
of ‘Music Hall’ program Sunday 8:30 
spot. Does a dame act, but gets right 
away from traditional beery,. ginny 
old hag, and ‘does practically straight 
flapper for comedy. 





Tommy Handley half hour, Fri- 
days 8:30, ends May 1, after 32 week 
run. ‘Hi Gang’ off May 3. This show 
included ‘trip’ to Hollywood to in- 


—— 


Doom of N.A.B. Predicted 





A. Ballard Walton, who has been conducting a one-man crusade 
against the broadcasting business since the early '30s, showed up at 
the National Association of Broadcasters’ convention in Cleveland 
long enough to obtain a copy of the printed registration list to guide 


him in mailing out postal cards. 


The message on these cards read, 


‘It was probably the last convention (NAB) of men who tell us what 
to buy when we smell bad. Commercial radio is on the way out.’ 
Walton’s organizational tag is still ‘Educational Broadcasting, Lake- 


wood, O.’ 











Inside Stuff —Radio 





Columbia University is currently completing five years of offering 


courses in radio. 


During the past season current or former students have 


had scripts broadcast by ‘Blue Theatre Players,’ ‘Columbia Workshop,’ 
‘Keep 'Em Rolling,’ “Treasury Hour,’ ‘Grand Central Station,’ ‘Theatre of 
Today,’ ‘Thin Man,’ ‘Stars Over Hollywood,’ ‘People’s Playhouse,’ Bundles 


for Britain, United China Relief and Russian War Relief. 


Former students 


include a station manager, two program managers, various writers, directors 
and announcers with stations throughout the country. Next year the course 


will stress the role of radio drama in wartime, 


courses, 


Erik Barnuw conducts the 





Dinner at the Carter hotel, Cleveland, which culminated the convention 
of the National Association of Broadcasters, last week had a curicusly 


ironic twist. 
the widow of Scott Howe Bowen. 


Edward Petry found himself seated at the same table with 
Petry didn’t know who she was until 
one of the other eight diners around the table had introduced them. 
Petry-Bowen feud was one of the bitterest in the business. 


The 
When some 


one at the table remarked that he was going to order wine Petry quickly 
intervened and said that the wine would be on him. Petry ordered cham- 


pagne. 


Mrs. Bowen graciously accepted a glass of it, 





Goodyear last week aired on three Akron stations a 15-minute recorded 


program intended to hypo production in its factories there. 


Idea of the 


show was that to fulfill the Government’s arms schedule a new plane must 


be turned out every eight minutes. 


Company is now cansidering another 


similar stanza, but on the subject of rubber. 
Initial program was recorded in New York, with Alan Ward scripting 
and producing for the Kudner agency. 





Cleveland Plain Dealer in an editorial about Graham McNamee, headed 
‘Mr. Radio,’ said, ‘He reported what he saw with open-mouthed excite- 


ment,’ 


It added that in the early days ‘it did not matter that McNamee 


knew little more about the technicalities of what he was reporting than 


his listeners did.’ 
a national phrase.’ 


Piece noted, ‘He made ‘He’s up, he’s down; no, he’s up’ 





Stamford Lewis of WIP, Philadelphia, where he newscasts, has been 
peddling a ‘Radio War Index’ idea to New York program sources lately, 
It would attempt to estimate percentage-wise where the United Nations 


stood in relation to the Axis. 


Let 100 equal camplete victory for our 


side and equal complete victory for the bees. 





Richard Crooks, of Firestone program, is receiving a statuette this 


week, emblematic of winning a Movie-Radio Guide poll. 


It accidentally 


developed there were two statuettes inscribed to Crooks, this revealing 


he had never gotten his similar win for last year. 


So he will get the 


1941 and 1942 awards simultaneously from Art Miller. 





‘Facts Sheets’ which supplement the network allocation plan of the 
Office of Facts and Figures are being written by Louis Hausman of CBS. 
He volunteered to help while on his vacation. 

Has been weekending in Washington ever since. 





terview Douglas Fairbanks April 19. 
Fairbanks was in London same day. 
Handley show will be replaced May 
15 by series of Irish shows by same 
scripter, Ted Kavanagh, with Jimmy 
O'Dea in lead, while ‘Hi Gang’ spot 
will be taken by shows to be done 
by Army Command units. 





BBC is dickering with George 
Robey for ‘Rogues and Rations’ on 
weekly session for six weeks with 
option, Phyllis Neilson-Terry, Helen 
Breen (Mrs. Tom Arnold) and 
Arthur Klein in support. But seek- 
ing another comic to co-star with 
Robey, and may get Sydney Howard. 





Performers listen in a lot to 
‘Command Performance’ from Amer- 
ica, heard here (by those lucky to 
get it) Sunday 7:30 p.m. and 12:30 
a.m. Monday. The Jessel-Holtz offer- 
ing in April 5 session proved God- 
send for comics. 





Shaftesbury theatre history is 
being narrated in musical form in 
two sessions, depicting its career 


|from its opening in 1888 to its de- 
|struction by bombing in 1941. 


Two 
of its major successes, ‘The Belle of 
New York’ and ‘The Arcadians’ form 
the highspot of the first program, 
May 1, which has been devised by 
Pat Mannock, dramatic critie of 
Daily Herald. 





Bebe Daniels, Ben Lyon and Vic 
Oliver celebrating second birthday 
and final performance of ‘Hi Gang’ 
with birthday cake and cocktails at 
Dorchester hotel, May 3. 





WHBQ’S NEW HOME 

Memphis, May 19. 
WHBQ will take new quarters in 
the Gayoso Hotel, June 15. Housed 
a decade at the Claridge hotel and 
through all that time the air outlet 
for name bands frorn the ballroom 
and roof garden, the station is mov- 

ing at the expiration of its lease. 
The new quarters have about 





25% more space. 


ASK H. K. CARPENTER 
TO RE-JOIN TRADE ASSN. 


Cleveland, May 19. 

H. K. Carpenter, head exec of 
WHK-WCLE, has been invited (14) 
to re-join N.A.B. Station is local 
Mutual and NBC-Blue, which it will 
soon give up, outlets. 

Station official refused to commit 
himself. Station will probably fol- 
low New York Mutual policy. Also, 
station would not like to pay ap- 
proximately $10,000 yearly dues 
right now. 


WJB 


DETROIT’S LEADING 
INDEPENDENT STATION 


Carries More National 
Advertising than Any 
Other Station of its 
Power in the Country. 
250 Watts... 24 Hours a Day 
























































Have you heard 
Frankie Masters’ recor 


THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 
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Have you- heard 


Frank Sinatra's + 
THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tur Ravio Trave Is Discussinc: The dull convention—The Lasswell- 
Fly-Benton confab on Chicago Roundtable of ‘Radio and War Time’— 
WNYC’s part in ‘I Am An American Day’—That hilarious ‘Aldrich 
Family’ dido on auto pooling—La Cadena de las Americas—How those 
soldier boy audiences don’t make it any easier for Bob Hope—The 
strong affinity of the Stage Door Canteen for microphones—Dead stor- 
age in summer—Gasoline. 








t 





Pat Barnes, Ralph and Budd, Isabel Manning Hewson, Mary Margaret 
McBride and Bill Stern are portfolio-mates in latest promotion piece for 
WEAF’s new local advertising build-up....Barnes’ ‘Morning in Manhattan’ 
participation program bow has four sponsors... -his time may be changed 
soon because of pending NBC farm program idea....Bob Hutton got up 
the folder plugging the WEAF talent....WWRL, Woodside, has full time 
now....George Dunham of CBS to clinicize sales-promotion problems for 
CBSers meeting this week in Chicago....Just as John Karol of CBS was 
making a speech to Mrs. Magee’s ladies in Cleveland last week Bodec of 
‘Variety’ walked in causing Karol to drop an octave....Donovan Rowse 
of BBC spending this week integrating last week’s N.A.B. convention into 
his mental picture of America....Bill Koblenzer of Ed Wolfe office con- 
centrating on possible sponsor deal for Stage Door Canteen, 

Sherman Dryer, radio director of University of Chicago in town this 
week....‘Information, Please’ celebrated fourth birthday sans ceremonies, 
but with a perfect score by experts, of whom Ray Clapper was the visit- 
ing mastermind....Al Simon doing a six-week trick with Treasury Dept. 
in Washington, his WHN puff-chores being carried on by Bob Patt, Roland 
Hamel and Vivian Brown..,.Lou Cowan will move his wife and two— 
now—children from Chicago to N. Y. to reside here for duration while 
he continues as the Army’s man at the Donovan office....Blayne Butcher 
due back this week at Lennen & Mitchell—Carol Bulkley now at CBS as 
secretary for her old boss, William N. Robson, who just rejoined web. 

Friday night’s (22) ‘Grand Central Station’ script was written by Sidney 
Marshall....Arlene Francis and Jim Ameche play the leads Saturday (23) 
on Armstrong's “Theatre of Today’....Peter Martin, author of ‘Good Morn- 
ing, Mr. Crumm,’ comedy script on ‘Columbia Workshop’ last Sunday (17), 
is a reader in the eastern story department of Universal Pictures... .It 
was his first radio try....Frank J. Reed, Jr., assistant sales traffic manager 
for NBC and a reserve First Lieutenant, called to active duty with the 
Ordnance Corps. 

Rex Stout will take the affirmative in a debate-discussion on ‘Should 
the United States Break Relations With Vichy?’, at the Town Meeting of 
the Air over the Blue band, May 21. His ‘opponent’ will be Felix Morley, 
president of Haverford college....When Moderator George V. Denny, Jr., 
announced the topic and speakers, last week’s audience burst into applause, 
as though it favored a break with Laval’s government, 

Sam Kaufman, WCCO, Minneapolis director of sales promotion and 
publicity, will be in New York this week for the CBS’ sales promotion 
managers’ meeting. Tom Dawson, WCCO sales manager, returns from a 
business trip to Boston and New York. 

Tom Fizdale, Inc., has been chartered to conduct a general publicity 
and advertising business in New York, while Tom Fizdale, Inc., an Il- 


linois corporation, has surrendered its authority to conduct business in | 


New York State... . Joe Laurie, Jr., filled the next-to-closing spot on 
‘This Is the Truth’ broadcast over the Blue web Sunday (17), with com- 
ments on and translations of ‘Variety’s’ headlines. 

Ade Hult, western sales manager of Mutual, expected to be sufficiently 
recovered from illness to return to work in July. ... Morris (‘Steve’) 
Mudge, of the network’s eastern sales staff, is subbing for ee Time 
mag was mulling a revised format for ‘March of Time,’ which Brice 
Disque, Jr., and Therese Lewis scripted, but is retaining its present show 
when it moves to NBC... . Sid Morse, who recently resigned from the 
William Morris radio department to join the Army Air Corps, is a fly- 
ing cadet at San Antonio. . . . Paul Muni guests Friday night (22) on 
the Kate Smith show in “Task Force’ a dramatic sketch about a Com- 
mando raid on the Norway coast. ... Mary Shipp, ingenue lead of last 
week’s ‘Aldrich Family’ show, is the wife of Harry Ackerman, Young 
& Rubicam production supervisor. ... Sam Pierce has succeeded Bill 
Robson as director of ‘Three Thirds of a Nation’ for the OEM. ..Doris Dowd 
did the dramatized commercial Friday (15) on ‘When a Girl Marries’ . 


Warren Sweeney already set to announce the 1942-43 Philharmonic con- | 


certs on CBS .... Hal Davis, free-lance press agent, was called for duty 
as a yeoman in the Navy last week. ‘ 

Kay Lorraine makes her dramatic debut tomorrow night (Thursday ) 
as femme lead of ‘Death Valley Days’... . She also appears as vocalist 
tomorrow afternoon on the ‘Preston Presents’ show. . 
been offered the lead in the filmusical to be produced in the east by 
William Rowland for 20th Century-Fox release. ... It would be his pic- 
ture debut. . . . Raymond Clapper, already doing a Sunday night com- 
ment series on the Blue, added a Friday night spot... . William Gaxton 
guests Saturday morning (23) on ‘Lincoln Highway’ in an original by 
Jerry Lawrence (Schwartz). . Latter goes to the Coast today (Wednes- 
day) to write the ‘Date with Judy’ series, replacing Bob Hope for Pepso- 


dent for the summer. . . . Madeleine Carroll is penciled in as ‘Lincoln | 


Highway’ guest June 6... . Adrian Samisch rejoined Young & Rubicam 
produce rstaff and assigned as supervisor of ‘We, the People... William A. 
Welsch, Jr., authored the script for the May 29 broadcast of ‘Grand Central 
Station’... Mary Mason, ‘Maudie’s Diary’ title actress, will play the lead. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Tue Rapro Trape 1s Discussinc: Those yawning reports from the N.A.B. 
convention in Cleveland and some of the boys wondering why it was 
ever held... . Plattering of most of the big Coast programs by the 
War Department for re-playing in camps and bases throughout the 
world, a stupendous undertaking, but high in morale content. ... 4 Ab- 
bott and Costello turning up their noses at Lifebuoy sponsorship, dor- 
mant since Louella Parsons floated away on the zephyr-fresh option 
lapse. 





Franklin Bingman is the new running mate for John Wald on NBC’s 
Richfield Reporter. He moved in last week as Don Forbes moved out 
into a military career. 
brands this week. Glenn Miller hikes east with his Chesterfieldians and 
Nelson Eddy takes possession with his Old Golders... . Harry Baldwin, 
unbilled interrupter on Jack Benny’s program, now in his llth year with 
the comic. When not breaking in just ahead of the downbeat he serves 
as Benny’s secretary. . . . Bob Garred drew the regular assignment as 
spieler on the Old Gold show after the agency experimented with weekly 
change of gue#t barkers. . . . Arch Oboler going in for action titles on 


his ‘Plays For Americans’ series over NBC. A few samples: — ned 
ie e ney: | 


Tokyo.’ ‘Chicago, Germany,’ and ‘Gangster in the House.’ . 
nolds, one-time burlesque comic, being kept busy with dialect parts... . 
Walter Winchell has taken a sudden liking to cinematown and trying to 
think up excuses for sticking around a few weeks more... . Nearby 
camps anything but entertainment-starved. Eddie Cantor pitches at the 
Presidio in Frisco May 20 and Jack Benny takes his troupe to Camp 
Callan, near San Diego, May 24... . J. Walter Thompson scouting the 
studios for actors who can give out with French lingo for the Lux dra- 
matics airing through Canada from Montreal. ... James A. McFadden, 
radio head for McKee & Albright, brought the word from New York 
that keeps Rudy Vallee and his Sealtesters on the air through the sum- 
mer, .. . Public relations staff at nearby Santa Ana air force training 
center well personneled with radioites. To name a few there are Capt. 
Arthur Jones, radio and film scripter; Capt. Eddie Dunnstedter, organist, 
who heads the camp music department; Corp. Tom D'Andrea, producer; 








AFRA Negotiates 


Continued from page 30 





recently been signed with WNEW 
and WEVD, both in New York. 

AFRA has also opened negotiations 
for revision of its network code for 
actors, singers and announcers. The 
present pact doesn’t expire until 
November, 1943, but it contains a 
clause providing for increased pay if 
the Government index shows a rise 
in the cost of living. Such a boost 
has occurred, so the union is seeking 
a consequent revision of pay scales. 
| Convention in L. A, 


The organization's annual national 
convention has been scheduled for 
Aug. 7-9 in Los Angeles. Selection é : 
of local delegates will take place} P°iSon, gas. The count which 
soon, Meanwhile, the Ceadline is to- the Co-operative Analysis of 
day (Wednesday) for petitions for| Broadcasting gave him for the 
nominees for the New York local’s event was 27.4% of American set 
annual election of representatives to owners. His avereg- for a series 
the national board. With the terms of five transatlantic broadeasts 
of John Brown, Clayton Collyer, Ted in 15 months is 26.9 1 
deCorsia, Eric Dressler. Philip Duey, The — checking yo — tues 
James Melton, Walter Preston, Alan ported « reung hee res Prvggee 
Reed and Kenneth Roberts expiring he addressed a joint session of 
this year, the local will elect nine Congress early this stage -—— 
representatives. count is not included in the 26.9 


Final figures for the recent annua) | *°T@8°: 





Churchill’s 27.4 








Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill drew his record Amer- 
ican audience by the shortwave 
route Sunday, May 10, when he 
warned Hitler against the use of 








AFRA ball at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
|N. Y., indicate that the net proceeds | open endings to allow for last-mi 
totalled $6,162.68, the largest amount ute developments, which will be 
ever made on the affair. The sum is | added as narration according to 
split evenly between the American telephone instructions from New 
Theatre Wing an the AFRA sick | York. 

and benefit fund, 





Alistair Cooke’s Tour 


= Alistair Cooke’s writer-commenta- 
—_ | tor, formerly with BBC in London 
British Learn and heard on various U. S. stations, 
| is currently touring the U. S. for 

Continued from page 35 | material for the third series. It will 
| contain six half-hour programs, cov- 

ering food, an Indiana arsenal, the 
Coast in wartime, the Southwest, 




















sion of his script of that title for a | 
‘Keep ’Em Rolling’ broadcast for the 


OEM last March. All the shows are 
done in the documentary-dramatic 
technique familiar to U. S. listeners, 
but still a novelty to British audi- 
ences. Records are made with 
AFRA casts. Pay is at the regular 
network sustaining scale, but the 





southern California and the Midwest 
industrial area. 


In addition, BBC took an off-the- 
air recording of last week’s install- 
ments of ‘Against the Storm,’ dra- 
matic serial by Sandra Michael on 





. . Ted Steele has | 


_. . Columbia’s Vine St. Playhouse changes cigaret | 


the Red Network for Procter & 
Gamble. Platters will be sent tu 
. ; Hit ; England, no é 

| bing in music in England, according Pm cs Soe a hares aoe but 
to elaborate directions accompany- | - ni ~ weg go te 
lin . | shortwaves one daytime serial to the 
|ing each record. r +49 : 

| oa : U. S. and it’s figured that with 
| Second series is called ‘Great | ‘Against the Storm’ as an example of 
| Americans’ and consists of informal, representative American daytime ra- 
| personal profiles of significant (not | dio, the British originations can be 
| necessarily most famous) figures of | patterned better for American audi- 
American history. Some of the sub- 


} . ences, 
; jects have included Stonewall Jack- 


normal restrictions on doubling are 
waived. Allowance is made for dub- 


: 
| Son, Andrew Jackson and John| is ee wan ee ee 
|Brown. Bio of Booker T Washing- Schenck. for “on ~ od t _p° 
{ton is currently in preparation. | : , Ce ee | ae et 


NBC. He is assisted by Mary Hone, 
former actress, author and legit pro- 
|}ducer, A research man will also be 
hired soon. * 


| Shows of this series run 30 minutes 
|and scripters have included Joseph 
Blair, Wade Arnold and _ Robert 
| Tallman, 

Among future shows for the ‘epic’ 
series are ‘Lumber,’ by MacDougall; | 
‘The Story of a Town,’ by Wyllis 








T. R. Putnam, commercial manager 


‘Two-Party System,’ by Fontaine | Spending the p:st 30 days 
Final two of the latter will have! Veterans hospital at 


in the 
alexandria, La. 





Private Ben Gage, announcer: Bill Spencer, manager, WIZE, Spring- 
field, O., and Joe Ford, announcer, ,. .. Lou Diamond spotted his Solid- 
| Aires, intimate musical aggregation, on CBS for a sustaining series. . , 


Tommy Wright, N. Y. publicist for Young & Rubicam, visiting with the | 


home folks before shoving off early next month for a privacy in the ranks, 


IN CHICAGO... 


New additions to NBC engineering department include Rickard A. Kelley 
and Charles Blanchard, Jr. Both move in from local radio stations at 
Lafayette, Indiana....Kenneth Fry, NBC special events head for Central 
division, has added Victor Reed and Kenneth Puttus to staff....With de- 
parture of Curtis L. Pierce and J. Clinton Youle to armed services, NBC 
now has 30 men in service. 

Walgreen drug chain added a war commentary on WMAQ as daily five- 
minute stint at 5:15 p.m. Staff announcers will handle program, placed 
by Schwimmer & Scott agency....WGN setting breadcast details of Chi- 
cagoland Music Festival. Annual Tribune affair is to be held at Soldiers 
Field Aug. 15....Philip Maxwell to direct Festival, with Lou Jackobsen 
producing. 





5,000 voices headed by Dr. Edgar Nelson....Guests expected to include 
Irving Berlin....Sidney P. Morse, independent radio agent and talent 
booker, moves over to General Amusement Corp. in dssociation with 
E. B. Sligh. 

Arthur Kohl, NBC actor, is now a Captain in Civilian Defense organiza- 
tion, along with Fort Pearson, announcer....Rene Gekiere newest addi- 
tion to ‘Helen Trent’ cast....Fern Persons, Pat Murphy, Carl Kroenke 
| are appearing currently in NBC’s ‘Hot Copy’ program, written by Jack 
LaFrandre, ex-newspaperman....Rosemary Garbell, Robert Ellism and 
Mary Frances Desmond, three of radio's youngsters, joined cast of ‘Arnold 


Grimm’s Daughter.’ 
Paul Fogarty’s ‘Keep Fit Corps,’ on WGN, now has a regular weekly 
| proadcast for the rural school children of Ilinois, Michigan and Indiana 


Henry Weber directs the orchestra of 100, with a chorus of | 


Decline to Produce Minutes Of 
CBC, Handicapping Parliament's 
Investigation of Canadian Radio 


— 


By ROBERT McSTAY 


Toro. 1, May 19. 

That promised wide-open investi- 
gation into the orga.ization and 
policies of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. has struck its first snag— 
the minutes of the CBS board of 
governors’ meetings will not be pro- 
duced. Promise was that there would 
be no attempt to limit the Federal 
probe but Parliamentary Committee 
on Radio, by an 8-4 vote, defeated 
the motion that the minutes be set 
out for perusal and analysis. 

This defeats the entire underlying 
intention of the investigation but the 
claim is that Cabinet responsibility 
in connection with the CBC is 
divided between War = Services 
Minister Thorson and the Minister of 
Munitions, Hon. C. D. Howe: that 
presentation of the minutes is not ad- 
visable at this time because of pos- 
sible revelations valuable to the 
enemy. At the other extreme, dis- 
senting voters expressed the opinion 
that production of the minutes 
would make valuable information 
available to competing private sta- 
tions. In the case of Thorson, he did 
guardedly allude to the activities of 
the CBC listening posts and their 
counter-action to enemy propaganda 
which is being directed by short- 
wave to French-Canadiar. listeners 
but the reference was brief and no 
specific details were forthcoming. 

Apart from this, it~ 3 the opinion 
of M. J. Coldwell, Opposition leader 
and member of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Radio, that the com- 
mittee should have access to in- 
formation on reasons for change in 
CBC policy. He particularly asked 
for the minutes dealing with the as- 
signing of authority in managing the 
CBC and specifically with those 





of station KFRO, Longview, Texas, | 
Cooper; ‘Alaska,’ by Fontaine, andj is back at his desk and job after | 


| 
So far, the ‘probe’ has dealt with 


rulings dealing with political broad- 
casting. He was told that, later in 
the investigation, this jnformation 
would be forthcoming without pro- 
duction of the minutes. 

Gordon Graydon, another member 
of the committee asked for a state- 
ment on the circumstances attending 
the resignation of the late Alan 
Plaunt, member of the board of go- 
vernors of the CBC. (Just before his 
recent death, Plaunt protested the 
then current policies being pursued 
by the CBC and prepared a lengthy 
report of criticism and his reasons 
|for resigning.) Graydon was told 
this phase of the investigation would 
come up later, when the Plaunt re- 
port is read and revic ved. 





|analysis of the last CBC annual 


| statement plus the presentation of 


| public war service. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
i 
} 
} 
| 
| 


| 


| ....John Dunham, formerly of KMOX, St. Louis, is latest addition to 
WBBM-CBS announcing staff....Shortly Carson, also new WBBM pro-|} 


Bob Atcher and Bonnie Blue Eyes recorded a series of numbers for Colum- 
bia Records....George Jessel guested on WJJD’s ‘Celebrity Reporter’ 
program last Saturday with Pat Flanagan....Eddie Goldberg added to 
‘Brewster Boy’ airings, as comic juvenile.,..Nanette Sargent returned to 


‘Road of Life’ program after two-week tussle with influenza....John 
| Holbrook, WGN newscaster, added an afternoon airing to his schedule. 
New one makes three-a-day for announcer....NBC in Chicago has seven 


‘war wives.’ They are Lois Zarley, of ‘Road of Life’ cast; Sarajane Wells, 
of ‘Road of Life,’ ‘Guiding Light’ and ‘Right to Happiness’; Eloise Kummer, 
of Bartons,’ ‘Road of Life’ and ‘Guiding Light’; Mary Marren, of ‘Ma Per- 
| kins’; Carolyn Rose, of ‘Hymns of All Churches’: Ruth Bailey, heard in 
| ‘Guiding Light’ and ‘Arnold Grimm's Daughter,’ and Ruth Perrott, of 
‘Doctors at Work’....Bob Singer, free-lance writer and publicist, is newest 
addition to sttaff of William R. Harshe Co., public relations counselors. was 
Will handle duties of account executive for WAIT and WGES. 





grams, is spending most of his air time on station’s ‘Victory Matinee’.... | 





certain statistics. Thorson stated 


that some $550,0C) of possible com- , 


mercial time has been sacrificed by 
the CBC in order to devote this to 
Without going 
into detail, he also said that certain 
CBC activities are ‘bringing en- 
couragement and inspiration to free 
peoples throughout the world.’ 

It was stated that the CBC owns 
ten stations across Canada with a 
total power cf 213,250 watts; five 
years ago, the total wattage was 
13,600. Only the war has postponed 
the CBC expansion schedule. It is 
also the CBC policy to oppose the 
establishment of new private stations 
and renewed licenses for existing 
private stations ontain an expro- 
priation clause. 

Assets of the CBC have increased 
from $1,545,596 in 1939 to $2,381,273 
on March 31, 1942. Total income in 
1939 was $3,311,440; in 1941, this was 
$4,546,283. The estimated commercial 
revenue for 1942 is $950,000; in 1939, 
it was $563,770. Revenue from radio 
licenses to householders totals about 
$3,000,000. 


Danville Cigaret F irm 
Using FM Broadcasters 


R. L. Swain Tobacco Co., of Dan- 


| ville, Va., is sponsoring a recorded 


music series Sunday afternoons on a 


| hookup of eastern FM stations affili« 
| ated with the American network, for 


Pinehurst cigarets. Program origie 
nates at W47NY, New York, and is 


\carried by FM outlets in Philadel- 
| phia, Boston, Washington, New York, 
Schenectady, Hartford and Alpine, ¢ 


NW. J. 
agency. 
Also originating at W47NY and 
piped to the same FM network is @ 
three-weekly news commentary by 
Frazier Hunt for General Flectrie 


Gotham Advertising is the 
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Italians to Hail Gold Star Mothers 





In Big Carnegie Hall Concert (23) 


One of the biggest benefit concerts 
in the history of N. Y. will be given 
at Carnegie Hall, Saturday (23) by 
the Order of the Sons of Italy of the 
State of N. Y. Benefit will be for the 
childs summer fund of Italian-Amer- 
ican children. Part of the presenta- 
tion, which is being directed by 
Edward Corsi and sponsored by 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia and 
Thomas Dewey, will be the giving of 
gold medals to the mothers of the 
50-odd American-born Italian youths 
who have lost their lives fighting in 
Bataan in this war. Some _ 60 
members of the Met orchestra under 
Giuseppe Bambosheck will appear 
and Armando Agnini will be stage 
director. 


Artists to appear will include An- 
gelo Pilotto, singing the ‘Largo al 
Factotum,’ Licia Albanese, singing 
‘Quel Guardo,’ Bruno Landi, singing 
‘Una furtiva lagrima,’ ‘Salvatore Sal- 
vatore Baccaloni, singing ‘Le ragazzo 
che hanno,’ Hilde Reggiani, singing 
the ‘Carnival of Venice,’ Giovanni 
Martinelli, singing ‘Un di all’azurro 
spazio,’ Vivian Della Chiesa, singing 
‘La Mamma morte,’ Pietro Yon play- 
ing organ selections, Baccaloni sing- 
ing ‘La Calunia,’ Miss Albanese 
singing ‘L’Altra notte,’ Miss Reggiani 
and Lindi singing ‘Verrano a te,’ 
Baccalino and Pilotto singing ‘Io 
direi sentite un poco’ and the or- 
chestral opening and closing will be 
the overture to ‘Vespri Siciliani’ and 
‘Dance of the Hours’ from ‘Gioconda.’ 


PVT. GENE LIST 
TO PLAY AT 
STADIUM 


Stadium Concerts in N. Y. have 
@rranged free admissions for all 
soldiers and sailors on Saturday and 
Sunday evening performances and 
when a big event is scheduled, a cer- 
tain number of free tickets will be 
placed aside weekly to take care of 
the armed forces. Officers will be 
admitted at half price. 


On June 19 Eugene List, pianist, 
will play the Shostakovitch Concerto 
with the Philharmonic. List, a pri- 
vate, will be given leave to play, but 
will appear in uniform. Gregor 
Piatigorsky, ’cellist, has been added 
to the list of soloists and plays July 
2 and the annual Gershwin night will 
be held July 14. 


Walter Brown, Baseballer 


Turned Concert Manager, 











AWARD TO MYRA HESS 


British Pianist Called an Ornament 
To Musical Art 








The Essex County Symphony So- 
ciety annual award to a _ person 
whose contributions to the arts dur- 
ing the preceding year are consid- 
eréd outstanding, goes this year to 
Myra Hess, British pianist, consid- 
ered by many to be the world’s 


greatest woman pianist. Miss Hess 
was awarded the title of Dame of the 
Empire for her contributions to mo- 
rale in England in playing for the 
armed forces and in raising money 
for relief. 

A two-way broadcast will be made 
May 28 over BBC in London and 
Mutual in N. Y., at which time Jose- 
phine Antoine, Met coloratura, has 
been selected as the representative 
American artist to bestow the award 
on Miss Hess. The pianist will then 
be heard playing via radio for the 
first time in three years in this 
country. 


SALMAGGS 11 
AT RANDALL IS. 





Alfredo Salmaggi’s opera company 
will present 11 operas on 10 succes- 
sive Saturday evenings from June 27 
to Aug. 29 at the Triboro Stadium, 
Randall’s Island, this summer, Price 
range will be 50-99c. 

Operas will be ‘Traviata,’ ‘Car- 
men,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Faust,’ ‘Giaconda,’ 
‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ and 
‘Pagliacci,” “Trovatore,’ ‘Forza Del 
Destino’ and a repeat of ‘Aida,’ in 
that order. 


NAT'L SYMPH $30,000 
SHY OF $114,000 GOAL 


Washington, May 19. 

The National Symphony Orchestra 
is $30,000 shy of its $114,000 sustain- 
ing fund for the 1942-43 season of 
concerts at the Water Gate, Constitu- 
tion hall and student series. Drive 
has been well supported by the 
newspapers and sustaining patrons, 
but the number of small contributors 
has fallen away behind those listed 
in previous drives. 








NATIONAL FULL OF FIGHT 


Its Three-Day Open Flouse Still Is 
Trade-Discussed 








New York concert booker: have 
been discussing the three-day ‘open 
house’ held «arly in May by the 
National Concert & Artists Corp. 
Among 1,170 guests were at least 75 
of the biggest platform names in 
th2 small worid of concert. Half or 
more of the celebrities were from 
outside agencies, their presence giv- 
ing rise to many speculations. 

It is known that National, which 
has suffered bad oreaks through Kir- 
sten Flagstad’s absence, Fritz Kreis- 
ler’s illness, Ezio Pinza’s internment, 
is in an agressive mood and reports 
of its possible raiding for names 
have been current. 


CLEVE. BREWS 
SYMPHONIES 
AND BEER 


Cleveland, May 19. 

Batoned by Rudolph Ringwall, the 
reorganized Cleveland Summer 
Symphony is blossoming out with 
a series of pop ‘garden concerts’ in 
civic auditorium June 17. 

Hall will be given a glorified beer- 
garden atmosphere, although some 
of the diehard conservative sponsors 
still wince when beer and sym- 
phonies are mentioned in the same 
breath. Experiment fared so well 


last year that this season ft is being 
stretched to four weeks, with three- 
concerts per stanza. 











Orchestra of 72 men, mostly re- | 
cruited from ranks of the Cleveland 
Symph Orchestra, will have Felix 
Eyle as_ concertmaster. During | 
winter he is an assistant .o Ring- | 
wall and Artur Rodzinski, conductor | 
of the Severance Hail ensemble. 
Soloists skedded are Boris Goldov- 
sky, who is taking a Boston post this 


fall; Dr. Jerome Gross, violinist; 
Eunice Podis, Larry Adler, har- 
monica viriuoso, and Mary Van 


Kirk, Met Opera contralto. 


N.Y. SYMPH’S 10TH YR. 
ALSO ITS BEST AT B.0. 


The 100th season of the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic Symphony Society, just | 
closed, was also the orchestra’s best. 
The concerts were attended by 284,- 
$07 people, or better than 90% ca- 














Various relief campaigns, income 
tax and Army and Navy appeals are 
blamed for the failure to raise more 
coin for the symph. Corcoran Thom, 
orchestra association president, has 
called an emergency meeting to dis- 
cuss the future of the Hans Kindler 





Now Army Lieutenant 


Walter Page Brown, Southern 
representative of Columbia Concerts 
Corp., was appointed a first lieuten- 
ant in the Army Air Corps recently 
and left for his new post in Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

Brown is a former pitcher for 
the N.Y. Giants and Boston Red Sox 
and joined Columbia after a sore 
arm cut short his career with Boston 
eight years ago. 


= 











Have you heard 
Leo Reisman's record ? 


THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 
SERENADE 





Have you heard 
Gertrude Niesen's record ? 


THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 
SERENADE 
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8S. HUROK Presents 


ORIGINAL DON COSSACKS 


SERGE JAROFF, Director 
The first and foremost chorus and 
dances in the concert world. 
HUROK ATTRACTIONS, INC. 
711 Fifth Ave., New York 
BOOKING NOW 











symphonists. Drive was twice ex- 
| tended and the musicians union has 
helped out by making special wage 
concessions to those who play the 
music of the masters. 





U. of Minn. Jumps 
Concert Schedule to 7 


Minneapolis, May 19. 
University of Minnesota Artists’ 
course will include seven concerts, 
instead of the usual six, at the Uni- 

| versity Auditorium next season. 
Those engaged for the course are 
Rise Stevens, singer; Richard Crooks, 
singer; Erica Morini, violinist: Vla- 








dimir Horowitz, pianist; Victor 
Babin & Vitya Vronsky, pianists; 
Salvatore Baccaloni, singer, and 
company, and Carmen Amaya, 


Sypsy dancer. 


WILBUR EVANS TO BRAZIL 


Singer Adopts New First Name of 
*‘Wib’ 











Wilbur Evans, the baritone, will be 
known hereafter as Wib Evans. He 
just completed his first pop engage- 
ment at Radio City Music Halls Sings 
Gershwin’s ‘Song of the Flame’ June 
22 at St. Louis Municipal Opera, and 
then is flying (July 2) to Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Brazil, where he will fulfill 
theatre and radio dates through 
September. 

In October Evans is due in New 
York to rehearse New Opera Com- 
pany’s production of ‘La Vie Pari- 
sienne.’ 








| pacity, with $20,000 left of the deficit 
|fund, which will be carried into next 
| season. 
| A fund of $75,000 additional will | 
be sought and already $25,000 has 
been received from subscribers. 





BALLET RUSSE IN D. C. 


Plays Legit House To Big Balcony, 
So-So Orchestra Trade 


Washington, May 19. 
Ballet Russe at $3 top got $18,200 
in eight performances at the Na-| 
tional. Engagement was an experi- | 
ment, as classical dancing troupe has | 








| 

| previously played at Constitution 
| Hall without benefit of scenery or | 
|adequate lighting. Concert critics | 
| covered the performances, drama | 


scribes taking a holiday. 
| Could have reached $28,000 at the | 
but, while upstairs sold out 
performance, floor was just 


| scale, 
every 
SO-so. 

National took care of 1,000 soldiers 
and sailors during the engagement, 
proving that the military seem to 
like the high-brow terpsichore. 


Maria Gambarelli Back 


Maria Gambarelli, premiere dan- 
seuse of the Metropolitan Opera, has 
returned to N. Y. after concluding a 
tour of 54 engagements outside of 
her Met appearances. Dancer was 
forced to cancel 12 dates due to her 
physical ‘inability to dance more than 
three times weekly. 

Her company sells for $1,000-$1,500 
per engagement. She has been set 
fo: 15 Community dates so far for 
next fall, and will spend the summer 
resting and making USO appear- 








| with 








ances. 


San Carlo Performances 


(Center, N. Y.) 





‘Cavalleria’ and ‘Pagliacci’ were 
the Tuesday (12) offerings of the San 
Carlo Opera at the Center Theatre, 
N. Y. In the Mascagni blood-curdler, 
Gertrude Ribla made her N. Y. debut 
as Santuzza. Soprano revealed a 
powerful voice of rich, velvety qual- 
ity and tremendous temperament. 
Her agony at the deceit of her lover, 
her savage denunciation of him, and 
her brilliant top notes all culminated 
in a superb performance. Sidney 
Rayner, a sleek, well-fed Turriddu 
sang with his customary excellence, 
his star showpiece being the ‘Addio 
alla Madre,’ concluding with a rous- 
ing ‘B’ and ‘A’ flat. Stefan Kozake- 
vich as Alfio sounded as if he had 
marbles in his mouth, and overacted 


considerably. Carlo Peroni led a 
virile orchestra. : 
The ‘Pagliacci’ starred Dorothy 


Kirsten, who has recently created a 
minor sensation with her singing and 
acting. For the third time in a week, 
the young soprano came through. 
Topping her performance with su- 
perbly sung ‘Ballatella.’ Harold 
Lindi was somewhat tired as Canio, 
this marking his fourth performance 
in as many days, but the veteran 
still had the brilliant top tones when 
needed. Mostyn Thomas delivered 
a superb ‘Prologue,’ topped off with 
a terrific ‘A’ flat and ‘G’. Leonard 
Stokes, making his debut as Silvio, 
revealed a good resonant baritone 
and an experienced youthful stage 
presence. Peroni’s conducting was 
up to par. 





‘Rigoletto’ was repeated Wednes- 
day evening (13) with one change of 
cast. The role of Gilda was assumed 
by Lucille Meusel who delivered an 
excellent ‘Caro Nome’ in a small, 
but clear soprano, topped by an ef- 
fortless-‘E’ in alt. Ivan Petroff re- 
peated his powerful portrayal of the 
title role, Eugene Conley showed 
brilliant top tones as the Duke, but 
again neither Harold Kravitt nor 
Charlotte Bruno measure up to 
standards as Sparafucile or Madda- 
lena. Carlo Peroni conducted well. 





‘Carmen,’ the perennial, on Thurs- 
day (14) received a routine perform- 
ance. Coe Glade, in somewhat bet- 
ter voice than when heard on the 
opener, did a highly credible Carmen 
and Sidney Rayner was a stout, but 
vocally effective Don Jose. 

Mario Valle, singing his first Esca- 
milio, was a veteran in a tried and 
true part, and Dorothy Kirsten again 
stole the show with her brilliant 
singing and acting as Micaela. 
There were several minor mishaps 
to comprimarios and member of the 
chorus, which provided unintended 
amusement. 





‘Faust’ received its first presenta- 





tion Friday evening (15) and in| 
some cases was excellent, and in 
others less than adequate. In the 
title role, Eugene Conley, young 


lyric tenor, was ‘in sparkling voice 
with his high ‘B’ on ‘Je t’aime’ and 


pediment production-wise. The per. 
formance was notable for the num- 
ber of personal hits, these including 
the operatic introduction (to New 
York) of Elizabeth Wysor, a con. 
tralto weli known to the recital plat- 
form. Her blonde person hidden in 
the dirty rags of ti.e neurotic gypsy 
character. Miss Wysor rang out 
with a voice of melodic fullness that 
effortiessly handled low ‘A’ and 
high ‘C’. In a series of deft, au- 
thoritative passages she quickly un- 
clogged audience enthusiasm to 
score unmistakably. She belongs. A 
more embellished stage business for 
the gypsy role would not have been 
amiss. The same point, however, 
applied to others, chiefly the su- 
perbly-chested but wooden-strided 
Mostyn Thomas. Remarkable vocal 
equipment in his case was marred 
by unimaginative stage presence, 
four steps to the right, four to the 
left. 

Aroldo Lindi as Manrico was gen- 
erally in good voice and his two 
show pieces, ‘A si ben Mio’ and ‘Di 
Quella Pira’ were sung with a rous- 
ing spirit and excellent top tones. 
The latter aria was concluded with 
three top ‘C’s’. Mobley Lushanya 
was an excellent Leanora vocally 
and dramatically, with ‘Tacea la 
notte’ and ‘D’amor sull’ ali rosee’ 
being sung with shimmering quality, 
a fine melodic line and the singer 
took the high ‘D’ flats with ease and 
immense power. Her shading and 
control of her pianissimos was ex- 
cellent, and all around she is the 
equal of any Leanora the Metro- 
politan can beast. Harold Kravitt 
was an inadequate Ferrando on the 
vocal end, the basso’s tones sound- 
ing worn and tired. 

Canarutto, conducting his first op- 
era in N. Y., delivered a first-rate 
performance, giving his singers their 
heads, but holding the entire per- 
formance in a firm grip, with the fire 
of Verdi's music being realized. 





‘Aida’ on Sunday (17) closed the 
ll-day run. 

There was one change of cast, Sid- 
ney Rayner assuming the role of 
Rhadames. Tenor was in good voice 
but found much of the dramatic mu- 
sic difficult for his essentially lyric 
voice. He forced quite a bit. Harold 
Kravitt did better than previously 
as Ramphis, and Mostyn Thomas was 
an excellent Amonasro. Mobley 
Lushanya stole the show as ‘Aida,’ 
with her top tones especially, ring- 
ing free and clear and her acting 
dignified and stately. Coe Glade was 
a slinky, effective Amneris. Carlo 
Peroni did a bang up job in the pit. 





| N. Y. sitar Reviews 


io 


N. ¥. CITY WPA ORCHESTRA 
WITH FOUR SOLOISTS 
Cosmopolitan Opera House 
New York, May 17, 1942 
The debut of a new conductor, the 


Fel ‘c.} - P 7 x > ‘a ssist- 
the ‘C’ in ‘Salut Demeure’ both taken | 30-year-old Robert Lawrence, asst 


effortless ease and vibrant 
power. His voice is smooth in qual- 
ity from top to bottom, and his act- 
ing excellent. He decidedly is a 
tenor to watch. 

Ivan Petroff delivered a powerful 
‘Avant de quitter’ and was a domi- 
nant figure dramatically on the stage. 
Leola Turner made a sweet Mar- 
guerite, and delivered a finely sung 
‘Roi de Thule’ and ‘Jewel Song.’ 
Harold Kravitt as 
was a disappointment. He overacted 
the character rather violently and 
his thick, wavering tones, badly pro- 
duced, and smitten with tremolo 
tended to be an annoying factor in 
the performance. Charlotte Bruno 
was a poorish Siebel vocally. 

The chorus did a good job and the 
orchestra under Peroni extracted 


| much from the score. 


‘Tales of Hoffman,’ on Saturday 
matinee (16), was performed in 
in five 


years. Performance varied 


jin quality between the highly unin- 


telligible broken English of the 
chorus and the excellence of the dic- 
tion and top tones of the tenor, 
Eugene Conley. Grace Panvini was 
a fine Olympia, singing the ‘Doll 
Song’ with exceptional clarity and 
cleanness of fiortura, especially in 
the upper registers. Her tiny figure 
was an exact personification of a doll 
and her acting was splendid. The 
veteran Francesco Curci provided 
some effective comic bits to go with 
this scene. Lucille Meusel’s An- 
tonia was also a good characteriza- 
tion and well sung, but the balance 
of the cast was not up to par. Carlo 
Peroni, conducting his tenth opera 
In a row, kept his men busy, but 
fatigue perhaps produced varying 
tempi. 





‘Il Trovatore’ was given capital in- 
vestiture Saturday (16) night al- 
though the stagewaits between 
scenes were prolonged and the 24- 
foot jump from Angelo Canarutto’s 
baton to the stage (due to the ice 
show's extended apron) was an im- 


Mephistopheles | 








ant musie critic of the Herald Tri- 
bune, revealed a firm, steady beat, a 


thorough knowledge of his scores 
and clean cut tempi. But beyond 
this Lawrence also possesses that 


rare ability of imparting his own ex- 
citement to his orchestra, and trans- 
mitting it across the footlights. His 
fervor and feeling for the scores 
swept across the footlights and he 


| made the WPA orchestra sound as it 


usually doesn’t. Lawrence proved to 
be one of the best young conductors 
in the country. The Berlioz excerpt 
from ‘Romeo et Juliet’ was played 
with remarkable abandon and fire 


land his ability at leading operatic 





| Alexander a good basso. 


| English, the first N. Y. presentation | 


music was shown in excerpts from 
Verdi’s ‘Don Carlos.’ 
Soloists were so-so. George Brit- 
ton had some difficulties with the 
end of the ‘O Carlo, Ascolta’; Brier 
Stiller showed a fine soprano; Carlos 
Doris Doe 
low notes 
tops were 


her 
the 


but 
and 


sincerely 
grumbles 


Sang 
were 
spotty. 
The 
concluded 


Third Symphony 
and was 


Beethoven 
the program 


| played in a lofty, grand style. 





Eddy. 


MARJORIE DELMAN 

Soprano 

Town Hall, N. ¥., May 12, 1942 
Had Marjorie Delman been less 

ambitious in choosing a program that 

would have caused many an estab- 

lished artist to quail, the young 


Texas soprano would probably have . 


fared far better in her N. Y. debut. 
She possesses a lyric soprano of ex- 
cellent quality, a concise knowledge 
of what she desires to put into 8 
song and has been well trained on 
her interpretations but the formid- 
able selections called for a far more 
powerful voice than she possesses. 
Pushed upper notes and forcing to 
increase volume which was adequate 
enough for lyric songs, marred her 
results, 

Had the soprano stayed within her 
natural limitations at this stage it 
might have been a different story. 

Eddy. 
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First Weekend Under Rationing Does 


Not Prevent Satisfactory Business 





Gas rationing, dimouts and other 
enforced war regulations did not 
harm the band business in and on 
the outskirts of New York over the 
weekend, reports indicate. Road- 
houses like Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., Glen Island Casino, 
New Rochelle, N. Y., claim they 
weren't affected to any extent. In 
fact, Meadowbrook, with Kay Kyser, 
reported record-breaking business on 
each of Friday-Saturday and Sun- 
day nights. Glen Isle asserts gas 
rationing, expected to dent its pa- 
tronage, made no inroads on any of 
the three days. Claude Thornhill’s 
band is there. 

Log Cabin and Blue Gardens, al- 
most adjacent to one another in 
Armonk, N. Y., some 40 miles from 
N Y., asserted business held up Fri- 
day, was off Saturday due to ‘rain,’ 
but was okay Sunday. Teddy Pow- 
ell’s at Log Cabin, Raymond Scott at 
Blue Gardens. 

New York City hotel rooms were 
up. Johnny. Long at the New 
Yorker, played to 1,101 covers Fri- 
day and Saturday, while Charlie 
Spivak drew 1,523 the same two 
nights. 

Bookers, however, were talking of 
shore points like Asbury Park, Sea 
Girt, Atlantic City, etc. which 
didn’t do too well. Business at As- 
bury particularly wes reported as 
way off. On the other hand, how- 
ever, Palisades Amusement Park, 
Fort Lee, N. J., across the Hudson 
from N. Y., did an exceptionally fine 
business, with a noticeable drop-off 
in the cars it parked. Park has a 
band policy. 

Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass., is the only large name band 
spot owning up to being off. It’s as- 
serted business there dropped 40% 
over the weekend. Griff Williams’ 
band is current. 


U.S.0. Comment on Bands’ 
‘Motives’ Bitterly Resented 
By Leaders and Bookers 


Bandleaders and booking agency 
officials resent the recent suggestion 
by USO officials that the majority of 
name orchestras are making free 
Army camp appearances in the hope 
of getting extra gas and tire supplies 
to keep them on their regular com- 
mercial rounds, It’s pointed out that 








the biggest bands in the business have | 


contributed a number of free dates 
for servicemen, and if one wanted to 
argue the point it could be shown 
where bands like the Dorseys, Miller, 
Kay Kyser, Sammy Kaye, et al., 
would never have need for gasoline 
and tires if they chose to confine 
their dates to key cities, which each 
can do, 


Even the leaders occupying posi- 


tions immediately behind the top | Aesth ts 


names can travel by train and stil! 
make a fairly good living, so long as 


they remain on records and have a | 
It’s | 


0 7a . >t} 
nly the lower class band, but still a |} tion of Musicians, died May 17 in a 


reasonable amount of air time. 


‘name,’ that requires road transpor- 
tation necessities to remain alive. 
And it has been determined that 
while men in the ranks heartily ac- 
cept the entertainment brought to 
them by this class of band they 
hanker most for the bigger names 
they have been hearing on the air 
and on hit records. And, according 
to leaders and even soldiers on leave 
who were formerly connected with 
the band business, the preference for 
these big name outfits transcends all 
other type of camp entertainment. 


Leaders and bookers point out that 
So far as gasoline and tires are con- 
cerned they’re a must if camp dates 
are to be played at all by any band. 
- order to entertain at camps each 

and has to do a certain amount of 
Cutside work to earn its cost of 
Speration. If that is made impos- 
— by the lack of transportation 
“ated the band will not be able to 
nunue in business, let alone con- 
Tibute to camp enjoyment. 


+- 


| 





|sistants to the president, Thomas W. 
|Gamble, Edward Canavan and Leo 








Glorifies Subway 


Glen Island Casino, New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y., is incessantly ham- 
mering home the idea that its 
location can be reached from 
New York City via subway and 
bus, on WHN and WNEW, N. Y. 

Spot has always used radio 
time on various stations and has 
taken the subway-bus tack since 
gas rationing odes ill for its 
future. 











Orrin Tucker Into Navy 
As Lieutenant; Orchestra 
Goes on With New Baton 


Plans are being mulled to continue 
Orrin Tucker’s orchestra as a unit 
after its leader goes into the Navy. 
Tucker is scheduled to don a Lieu- 
tenant Jr. Grade uniform and go te 
Great Lakes Training Station about 
July 15. He had Naval training at 
Northwestern University while a 
student there. 

Band is currently in the midwest, 
having recently finished a stay at 
the Palmer House, Chicago. Who 
will replace the leader isn’t definite. 


BENNY GOODMAN GETS 
NIX FROM DRAFT BOARD 


Benny Goodman was subjected to 
a five-hour physical examination by 
Army doctors at Governor’s Island, 
New York, Friday (15) and refused 
for service. He was placed in a 4-F 
classification. Leader was turned 
away partly because of his eyes, 
but mostly because of a back condi- 
tion prevailing since he was op- 
erated on for a sciatica condition 
two years ago at Mayo Clinic, Roch- 
ester, Minn. 

Goodman’s band opened at the 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, day of 
his examination and the leader was 
at the Army post at 6:30 a.m., fig- 
uring to hop a plane and miss only 
one show at the theatre in the event 
he was deferred. Once-over took 
so long and plane schedules were so 
full-ap, however, that he didn’t re- 
join the band until Saturday (15) 
morning. He went out by train. 

Since he has been waved away 
from duty with the Army, there’s a 
good possibility that Goodman will 
accept the offer of the USO in the 
next couple months. This offer was 
to direct the selection and rehearsal 
o: men tor orchestras at various 
Army posts. Job was originally to 
have been filled by Artie Shaw, but 
he has since joied the Naval Re- 
serves, 











BERT HENDERSON DIES 


President of A.F.M. 
Heart Victim at 52 

Bert Henderson, 52, assistant to the 
president of the American Federa- 


Philadelphia hospital where he had 
been brought the day before follow- | 
ing a heart attack in Chester, Pa. 
He had been attending the Penn- 


vv 


SE BAND TOURS 





CAN KEEP ATES 
IF PUBLIG GAN 


Tire Shortage Without Signs 
of Relief and Roadhouses 
May Not Survive Limits on 
Patrons’ Gas — Meadow- 
Brook May Move In Near- 
er, in Newark Spot 








KYSER’S RECORD 





Musicians have fewer worries 
about gasoline supplies in the area 
affected by the gas rationing system 
instituted in 17 eastern states last 
week. All who applied for them 
were granted B-3 cards, which allow 
57 gallons of fuel between past Fri- 
day (15) and July 1. Leaders and 
sidemen actually on the road, how- 
ever, were told that as soon as the 
first cards were used up they could 
apply for new ones without waiting 
for the deadline. 

One stipulation was appended to 
that rule: anyone applying for a new 
card to replace an exhausted one 
must prove that his band is on the 
road. Members of outfits that are on 
location cannot secure new cards 
until the appointed date or until their 
bands begin traveling. 

No mention was made of tires. 
From the stories printed in daily 
papers last week re the economies 
being practiced to conserve supplies 
of crude rubber, it’s not likely that 
the band business will ever be al- 
lowed to replace worn shoes with 
new via regular purchase channels. 
If the shortage of the material is 
serious enough to eliminate its use 
in the construction of such things as 
tank treads, the needs of the band 
business are insignificant in com- 
parison, 

It is too early to gauge the extent 
to which gas rationing at the rate of 
three gallons per week to the aver- 
age driver will hurt business at out- 
lying roadhouses, etc., employing 
name orchestras. It’s figured that 
the majority of car-owners had a 
full-tank headstart when the system 
became effective, and that sparing 
use of those brimful basins, with 
three additional gallons each week, 
won't have a decided effect for three 
or four weeks. 

May Move In Nearer 

However, Frank Dailey, owner of 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
has taken an option on a 1,800-2,000 
capacity place in the center of New- 

(Continued on page 44) 


WAR-TIME BUS TRAVEL 


Plenty Aggravating — Vaughn 
Monroe’s Experience 





It’s 


Vaughn Monroe’s band made New 
York for its ‘How’m I Doin’ broad- 
cast with Bob Hawk with only an 
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Petrillo Sees 30 or 


More Added 


Weeks for Bands If Locals Will 
Junk Standby Orchestra Rule 





AGE CLAUSE DEFERS JOB 


Elaine Beatty, 17, Can Join Clint 
Noble Group Later 








Cleveland, May 19. 

Elaine Beatty, 17-year-old winner 
of WHK contest conducted by 
Phonograph Merchants’ Association 
to find best vocalist in city, lost con- 
iract to sing with Clint Nobie ai 
Hotel Statler because of age. Ohio’s 
liquor laws states juvenile songstress 
must be accompanied by parents in 
order to perform in liquor spot. ' 
r Miss Beatty will join band when 
it moves to Euclid Beach playground, 
where no liquor is sold, 

Miss Beatty’s recorded ‘Here You 
Are,’ in Chicago with Sammy Kaye 
as part of contest glory, 


Maestro Kay Kyser Back 
To Show He’s Not Just 
A Radio Funny Fellow 


By ABEL GREEN 

One of those amazing show biz 
phenomena has long been the 
Meadowbrook, pop priced road- 
housery on the Newark-Pompton 
Turnpike, where the best name 
bands do top business to a $1 mini- 
mum check, out of which a fixed ‘15c 
music charge’ comes for the music. 
It draws kids from nearby New 
Jersey, and Frank Dailey, himself a 
reformed maestro, now operating the 
Meadowbrook solely, sees to it that 
a high standard is maintained. But 
topping the topper is the extraordi- 
nary business Kay Kyser is doing 
there currently. 

He has twice broken his own rec- 
ord, including this past weekend, the 
first of the gas-rationing periods 
when it was expected the gate would 
be affected. Dailey doesn’t antici- 
pate anything like a drop, however, 
until end-June, and then maybe not 











James C. Petrillo, head of the 
American Federation of Musicians, is 
going to make an attempt at the an- 
nual AFM convention next month to 
get all theatre standby rules elim- 
inated from the regulations of vari- 
ous locals. Petrillo feels that a lot 
of theatre weeks are being closed to 
traveling bands becaus2 many locals 
that govern them demand a working 
pit band or standby salaries for local 
musicians from a house that in- 
augurates a band-vaude policy. It’s 
figured that perhaps a total of be- 
tween 320-35 additional weeks of 
work could become available if such 
rules were eliminated or modified. 

Since the enforcement or elimina- 
tion of the standby regulation is ene 
tirely within the hands of the execu- 
tive board of each local there is noth- 
ing Petrillo can do except convince 
the officers of each AFM branch 
that the move would be a wise one, 
At the same time, it’s asserted, Pe- 
trillo intends getting together with 
stagehands to seek a lowering of the 
number of grips demanded for a 
house that goes into a band-vaude 
policy. 

Standby rule, as it works withia 
jurisdiction of N. Y. Local 802, pre- 
vents a band not composed of 802 
members from playing the Strand 
or Paramount theatre, for instance, 
unless standby salaries are paid. At 
Loew’s State there is a pit outfit se 
standbys aren’t required. 


Stay-At-Home 
Summer May 
Favor Edison 


Green Room of the Edison hotel, 
N. Y., which normally closes for the 
summer, will likely remain open this 
year. Mrs. Maria Kramer, owner of 
the Edisébn and nearby Lincoln, is 
casting around for a band to replace 











at all in view of the close proximity 
of his patronage. 

Kyser personally gained performer | 
stature through the seasons, over the 
air and via pictures. The bandleader 
lis now a comedian and a showman. | 
He proves that plenty at the) 
Meadowbrook. To with, he| 
really gives ’em a marathon variety 
show. Dancing halts with every set} 
as the young customers jam around | 
the bandstand where Kyser and his | 
team of 15, equally divided among | 





begin 





| and Ish-Ka-Bibble. 


hour to spare past Friday (15). It! 
spent most of the previous 19 hours | 
travelling in from Rochester, N. Y., 
|'where it had played a one-nighter 
| Thursday. Two worn tires on the 
bus it was using blew out at difrerent 
times between Rochester and Hop- 
kinsville, Pa., and the second left the 
men stranded since there wasn’t an- 
other spare. 

After calling New York and re- 


sylvania-Delaware conference’ of 
AFM local union officials. 

Henderson was named to his post 
in the International’s New York of- 
fice in September, 1931, by former 
president Joseph N. Weber. Hen- 
derson had previously been presi- 
dent of the AFM’s Toronto local 
and been a member of the inter- 
national executive board. In recent 
years he has been primarily in 
charge of radio and recordings. 

The funeral will be held in To- 
ronto tomorrow (21). Among the 
AFM officers attending the services 
will be President James C. Petrillo, 
Treasurer Harry E. Brenton, and as- 


ceiving word that a replacement bus 
was on its way from Newark, Mon- 
roe and his men waited in the first. 
But the second had not arrived by 
2 p.m. so leader piled men and in- 
struments into a interurban public 
bus, got them to Scranton, caught a 
train for New York and reached the 
studio little more than an hour be- 
fore the broadcast. It went on with 
only a short rehearsal. 

‘How’m I Doin,’ with Bob Hawk, 
had been on originally at 7:30 p.m 
but this past Friday switched to the 
10 p.m. spot. 








Cluesman. 
Surviving is a wife and a daugh- 
ter. 


Eddie Farr replaces Joe Howard 
|'with Woody Herman. Farr’s from 
Tony Pastor. Howard joins Stan 
' Kenton. 


| Brooklyn. 





brass, reed and rhythm sections, plus | 
his crack vocal specialists, cut up. | 
From the ranks come Sully Mason 
Harry Babbitt is 
the now thoroughly seasoned bal- | 

(Continued on page 44) 





$10,000 BILLING SUIT 


Yvonne Adair’s Beef Vs. Lou Breese 


and Brooklyn Theatre 
Unusual case of a performer suing 
ia theatre for $10,000 damages be- 
cause her name was given marquee 


and poster billing comes up for hear#| 
ing in N. Y. supreme court May 25. 
Yvonne Adair, singer, claims her 
name erroneously went up in lights | 
at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, as vocalist 
with the Lou Breese orch when she 
wasn’t with the band. 

Miss Adair has also named Breese | 
in the action, latter saying she had | 
been employed with the band, but | 
that he had terminated her engage- 
ment in Providence before going to 


Brandt circuit, operating the Flat- | 
bush, stated that Miss Adair’s name | 
was taken off all billing at the thea- | 
tre as soon as it was learned she was 
no longer with the band. j 

Milton C. Weisman is attorney for 
the defendants. 


| cago, 


| vation. 


the current Shep Fields, who shifts 
to the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
Fields closes May 27. 
Gasoline and tire situation, which 
figures to keep prospective patrons 
in New York most of the summer, is 


the room going through the hot 
months. Since it isn’t equipped with 


a cooling system such a move was 
never considered before. 


TRIO PLUS VOCALIST 
OPENS CELORON PARK 


Jamestown, N, Y., May 19. 
G Campbell, operator of 








Celoron Park on Chautauqua Lake, 
opened his Pier Ballroom for the 
isummer on Friday (15), with the 


Michael Barker Trio, which includes 
Irene Barker (Miss New Orleans of 
1940) as vocalist; Leo Bailey, ac- 
cordion; Al Barry, guitar, and 
Michael Barker, bass. Trio will play 
week-days. with orchestra and floor 
show set for Saturday evenings. 
Campbell is planning name band 
presentations at intervals, although 
program will be curtailed this year 
due to transportation difficulties. 


FDR’s Fav in Navy 


Atlanta, May 19. 
Negro musician Graham Jackson, 








| whom President Roosevelt has de- 


scribed as ‘my favorite musician,’ 


| has been assigned a rating as mu- 


sician, second class, and a berth at 
the Navy’s new pre-flight air train- 
ing school at the University of 
Georgia. 

Jackson will be one of the 45- 
piece band on the new naval reser- 
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Herman, $60,000, J. 


Dorsey, 2d, 506, 


Great in N. Y.; Goodman Smash 226 
In Pitt, Glen Gray Big 216 in Buff. 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Louis .Armstrong, Seattle (Palo- 
mar; 1,350; 23-35-58)—With ‘Jimmy 
Valentine’ (Rep). Band is the mag- 
net this week and gross of $8,500 will 
be excellent. 

Charlie Barnet, Buffaio (20th-Cen- 
tury; 3,000; 30-50)—Teamed with 
‘Date With Falcon’ (RKO). Barnet 
should account for most of fair 
$13,000. 

Jimmy Dorsey, New York (Strand; 
35-55-75-85-99-$1.10)—-With ‘In This 
Our Life’ (WB) on screen. Dorsey 
band providing plenty of draught in 
helping push gross into lofty areas; 
this week (2d) looks a smash $50,000 
or thereabouts, while the first scaled 
$59,000 for a new high under the 
house’s pitband policy. Show re- 
mains total of four weeks. 

Jan Garber, Milwaukee (Riverside; 
2,600; 30-45-60) — With ‘Obliging 
Young Lady’ (RKO). Although band 
is popular here, a deluge of spring 
rains last week held gross down to 
$11,000, disappointing figure. 

Benny Goodman, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Al- 
ways in My Heart’ (WB). Band 
shooting this house back into the 
kind of biz it hasn’t seen for several 
months. Looks like around $22,000, 
several grand better than recent 
average and considered top coin 
around here in light of recent con- 
ditions, 

Glen Gray, Buffalo (Shea’s Buffalo; 
3,500; 35-55)—With Connee Boswell 
and ‘Twin Beds’ (UA). Stage show 
piling ’em in for powerful $21,000. 

Lionel Hampton, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2,768; 35 - 46 - 57 - 68 - 75)— 
Teamed with ‘Two Yanks in Trini- 
dad’ (Col) and Ada Brown and Buck 
and Bubbies on stage bill. Getting 
fine $20,700, despite last minute can- 
cellation of Maxine Sullivan due to 
illness. 

Woody Herman, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10)—With 
Ink Spots, Wally Brown, others on 





stage; ‘This Gun for Hire’ (Par) on 
screen. Herman orchestra and sup- 
plemental acts serving to combine 
with picture for terrific boxoffice 
pull, first week through last night 
(Tuesday) having been smash $60,000. 
Begins second week today (Wednes- 
day). 

Gene Krupa, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700; 35-40-50-55-70)—With ‘Wife 
Takes a Flyer’ (Col) and Mayris 
Chaney and Alvarez topping sup- 
porting vaude layout. All around 
potent entertainment, with Mayris 
Chaney name no small factor, in 
drawing swell $21,000. 

Fats Waller, Providence (Met; 3,- 
200; 44-55-65)—With ‘She’s in the 
Army’ (Mono). Strictly the band at 
the b.o., with take amounting to fair 
$6,000 in three-day stand. 

Paul Whiteman, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65)—With ‘Ca- 
dets on Parade’ (Col). Good $13,000, 
considering Whiteman’s recent long 
stand at Florentine Gardens in Holly- 
wood. 

Alvino Ray, Washington (Capitol; 
3,434; 28-39-44-66)—With ‘A Gentle- 
man After Dark’ (Par). Band hypo- 
ing film to excellent $22,000. 





Shribman Opening May 26 
On Worcester Turnpike 


Bal-a-lair, Sy Shribman’s recently 
acquired roadhouse between Worces- 
ter and Boston, opens next Tuesday 
(26). While it originally was sup- 
posed to be a location stand from the 
opening gun, the spot is unveiling 
with Vaughn Monroe’s orchestra for 
the one night. Who’s to follow isn’t 
known. 


Shribman assertedly had many dif- 
ficulties in remodeling the building, 
which was a widely known name 
band stop years ago. War priorities 
on certain materials needed in the 
reconstruction slowed work consid- 
erably. 
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AND HIS O 


ROBERT W. DANA, 

N. ¥. Herald Tribune 

“The musical part of the 
show is guided by the 
baton of Alex Pierce, an 
orchestra leader this de- 
partment had never heard 
of previously. He does a 
splendid job during the 
show and later for dance. 
sessions.”’ : 


SCHO, Vartety 

‘Alex Pierce and his or- 
chestra are on the band- 
stand for two hours, work- 
ing constantly, playing for 
dancing, and doing a fine 
job playing the show, an 
arduous one.’ 


PAUL DENIS, Billboard 
‘Show music is provided by 
Alex Pierce and his orches- 
tra, and was okay in every 
way.’ 








New York’s Newest Personality 





PIERCE 


* Leader 
* Violinist | 


* Showman 





ALEX 





RCHESTRA 


Currently Appearing 


LOU 
WALTER’S 


Latin Quarter 
NEW YORK 





DURABILITY OF DISCS 


Decca Promises Dealers. Better- 
Wearing Formula for Platters 








Decca Records has notified com- 
mercial buyers of its platters that it 
has developed a new formula for the 
manufacture of recordings, and that 
henceforth it will guarantee a better 
wearing disc. There have been an 
increasing number of squawks lately 
re the wearing qualities of Decca’s 
output. Some dealers alleged no 
more than 40-45 playings could be 
gotten out of a Decca label. 

Remarks concerning the quality of 
major recordings, while principally 
directed at Decca, have been aimed 
at Columbia also. Columbia manu- 
factures a laminated disc (veneer- 
like surface spread over paper core), 
which lately hasn’t been up to its 
previous performances. RCA-Victor’s 
Victor and Bluebird sides are the 
only ones never mentioned insofar 
as wearing qualities are concerned. 
It’s asserted they’re good for 75-80 
playings. 


Jurgens, $2,580; 
Hoff, $1,330; Big 
B.0. in 1-Niters 


(Estimates) 

Georgie Auld (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, May 16). Auld’s been here 
before and this time pulled ‘aver- 
age’ 900 hoofers at 65c for $540. 


Will Bradley-Roly Rogers (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, May 16). 
Paired with localite Bradley drew 
2,100, big. Previous day Bradley 
drew 1,900 at 75c for great $1,425 at 
Canobie Lake, Salem, N. H. 


Blue Barron (State T., Easton, Pa., 
May 14-16). Good draw, estimated 
8,000 admissions over three days at 
50c, equalling $3,000. At Shubert T., 
New Haven, May 10, Barron was 
‘light’ with 2,500 customers at 35c- 
65c. 

Glen Gray (Mutual Arena, To- 
ronto, Can., May 12). At $1 per 
Gray was ‘fair’ with $2,800, but a 
heavy,’ steady rain all evening was 
responsible, 

Carl Hoff (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., May 10). Approximately 927 
admissions at 75c was only fair, but 
patrons rated the band fine, with 
a great future. At Raymor-Playmor 
B., Boston, May 15, with Roly 
Rogers, local outfit, Hoff played to 
‘excellent’ 1,900 at 75-65c for $1,330 
gross. 

Dick Jurgens (Aud., Burlington, 
Ia.. May 13). Jurgens hit great 
stride here, luring 2,580 dancers at 
$1. 

Hal McIntyre (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, May 16). Despite 
heavy rain and gas rationing band 
drew ‘fair’ 900 at $1.10. 

Vaughn Monroe (Arena, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., May 14). Monroe drew 
‘big’ $2,600 from 2,500 admissions at 
95c-$1.15. 

Griff Williams (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass., May 13-16). Gas 
rationing tumbled business here 40% 
after Williams had begun what 
looked like a record week with a 
record-high Wednesday; four days 
showed $4,640 from 6,400 dancers at 
$1.45 pair. 


Band Bookings 


Jack Teagarden, May 22, week, 
Paramount T., Salt Lake City; 31, 
Pacific Square B., San Diego, Cal.; 
June 19-20, Civic Aud., Pasadena; 
June 26, two weeks, Lakeside Park, 
Denver; July 11, two weeks, Blue 
Moon, Wichita, Kan.; Aug. 4, two 
weeks, Plantation, Houston, Tex. 

Freddy Nagel, May 26, five weeks, 
Trianon B., Chicago. 

Herbie Kay, May 23, DePaul, U., 
Chicago; 28, Paramount T., Anderson, 
Ind.; 29, Phi Delta Kappa, Kokomo, 
Ind.; 30, White City Park, Herrin, 
Ill.; 31, Hub B., Edelstein, Ill.; June 
5, Top Hat, Moline, III. 

Muggsy Spanier, June 6, Brook- 
line C. C., Philadelphia; 8, National 
T., Richmond, Va.; 9 Carolina, T, 
Columbia, S. C.; 10, Carolina T., 
Spartanburg, S. C.; 12, June-German 
Festival, Rocky Mount, N. C.; 13 
Radford, O. C., Radford, Va.; 14, 
Lee T., ‘Roanoke, Va. 

Tony Pastor, June 4, Dominion C., 
Newport News, Va.; 5-6, William & 
Mary C., Williarnsburg, Va.; 7, Lee 
T., Roanoke, Va.; 8, Beckley T., 






































Beckley, W. Va.; 9, Casa Loma B, 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Tot 
Pas — 


Weeks Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton..Biltmor2 (300; $1-$1.50).....ccceseee 3 450 1,350 
Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50).....+.. 1 2,150 3,200 
Freddy Martin*.,.Waldorf (475; $1-$1.50).....eeeee0+-17 2,125 38,250 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......++..14 1,375 19.700 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50).....0.. 2 2,500 5,025 
Jerry Wald. ecw elsincoln (225; 75c-$1)....ccccccccccee 6 500 3,450 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, 





Los Angeles 


John Scott Trotter (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Usual 800 on two nights 
(Fri. and Sat.) Gives way (21) to Freddy Martin, with the class spot re- 
suming nightly dancing in Cocoanut Grove except Monday. 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Hitting between 5,000 and 6,000 
which is solid for this crew. Joe Reichman due in next month, 





Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min.), 
Foster is winding up fine stay in this tough coin room. Has friends. Last 
week 2,400 patrons. 

Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Paimer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Duchin 
remains high-scorer here and again hit excellent trade at 4,000 customers, 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy now 
in seventh stanza and holding all right, last week getting okay 1,600 
patrons. 

Bob Chester (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Room 
doing plenty for Chester who’s new in town. Drew 5,200 customers in 
second week. 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.), 
Yvette in the headline spot and the room is doing well generally on class 
following; 2,000 customers, 


Boston 


Leo Reisman (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). Reisman 
opened roof summer season in fine fashion with 1,500 covers plus excellent 
dinner biz. Aided by show including Adelaide Moffett, Maurice and 
Cordoba, etc. . 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Noble 
rolls merrily along with same high average in 18th week of 1,000 covers 
over Friday-Saturday, only late nights. Dinner trade continues high. 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). In third week, 
Saunders teamed with Dorothy Lewis’ Ice Show (here eight weeks) were 
good for 1,360 covers, mainly on weekends. 





Minneapolis 


Tony Di Pardo (Minnesota Terrace; Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). 
Di Pardo’s a newcomer here and a strange name, up from Texas; made 
a favorable impression here in its initial week. Floor show includes 
Ricardo & Norma, Keith Clark and Germaine & Joel. Some pick-up in 
business with nightly pull running to approximately 400. 


Philadelphia ‘ 


Leo Zollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1.50-$2 min.). 
Opening week for Zollo’s band pronounced success with 1,288 customers 
checked in for supper biz. 


Location. Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). Hot pace cooled 
off slightly but still around 28,000 stubs. Getting better class of youngsters 
and the picture crowd. Les Brown comes in June 23. 

Ella Fitzgerald (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). Little slow on the takeoff 
and 3,500 just about calls the turn. One of the spots hurt by the James 
boys. 

Jan Savitt (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). 
Too much opposition, 

Rudolf Friml, Jr, (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Helped by 10- 
day closing of Earl Carroll’s and punching around 5,000. Band building 
but Nils Granlund’s floor show must be credited with bulk of the draw. 





Scarcely over 3,000. 





(Chicago ) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50). Phil Regan headlining and 
doing excellent job. Drew 3,900 customers last week. 
Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems’ band has done ter- 
rifically well here and will hold over; grabbed 3,800 patrons again. 





Charleston, W. Va.; 10, Paramount 
T., Middletown, O.; 11, Theatre, 


Roanoke, Va.; 30, Cherokee Ranch, 
Augusta, Ga.; 31, Lucas T., Savannah; 
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Marion, O.; 12, Statler H., Cleveland; 
13 GM College of Technicians, Flint, 
Mich.; 14, Lakeside Park, Dayton, 
O.; 16-29, Tunetown B., St. Louis. 
Ina Ray Hutton, May 24, Lee T., 





June 1-2, Palace T., Jacksonville, 
Fla.; 3, Carolina T., Columbia, S. C.; 
5-6, U. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; 
7-8, Kearse T., Charleston, W. Va.; 
9, Beckley T., Beckley, W. Va. 
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Manie Sacks, Columbia Recording head, wanted to bring out Benny 
Goodman and Dick Jurgens on the 50c label, on the strength of their 
clicks with ‘Jersey Bounce’ and ‘One Dozen Roses’ on the Okeh (35c) disk. 
He figured that the same artists, with new arrangements of the same 
tunes, calling them ‘New Jersey Bounce’ and possibly ‘Two Dozen Roses,’ 
as a gag switcheroo, could intrigue the 50c trade, but so beset are the 


things possible. 


cordings, 


automatic brake on that idea. 


ever, he has Kay Thompson, 


the band’s arranger, 
reverse of the usual method. 


inally. 





the Coast for Metro pictures. 


to risk a beef over price ceilings. 


diskers with fears of governmental regulation that they figured it unwise 
The possible tabu is that they would 
be retailing 35c commodities anew for 50e, and that the D.C. solons 
wouldn’t understand the nuances in the trade, that usually makes these 


For the same reason, the continued demand for Jack Leonard’s re- 
even though he’s been in the Army for many months, has 
stopped ‘Columbia, at least for the moment, from trying to get him into 
a N. Y. recording lab for added platters. 
more recent rulings on shellac and other priority commodities put an 


Sacks had that thought until 





Johnny Long’s Four-Teens vocal group, which started work with his 
band last week, is handled much differently than the average such combo. 
As a rule the arrangements for bands carrying a trio or quartet are laid 
out first for the band, with a background for the vocal, and most of the 
time the singers work out their own arrangement of the lyric, though 
sometimes it’s done for them by the band arranger. 


In Long’s case, how- 


a trainer and arranger for singers, doing 
the arranging for the Teens; she then gets together with Johnny Murphy, 
to work out a background for the vocal. 


That’s the 


Two girls who comprise half of the Teens were with The Martins orig- 
They’re Phyllis Rogers and Jo-Jean Rogers. 
George Richmond took places of Hugh Martin and Ralph Blaine, now on 
Haywood was formerly understudy to either 


Pat Haywood and 


of the latter. while the Martins were in existence. 





Vaughn Monroe band claims a theatre record, its first stage date since 


leaving the Hotel Commodore, N. Y., 


at the Central, Passaic, N. J., last 


week, with just under $19,000. This tops Sammy Kaye, previous record- 


holder. 


Monroe only had the Arnaut Bros. and Gil Mason on the show 


with him. Band is one-nightering currently until the RKO, Boston, June 
5, and thence into the Broadway Paramount June 17. 





Police are searching for a man who followed Anita Barnett, member of 


Frederick Bros.’ 


one-night band-booking department, from a train in 


Brooklyn one night last week and attempted an attack upon her. Build- 
ing’s doorman drove man off after hearing her scream. 
Miss Barnett was formerly secretary to bandleader Gene Krupa. 





Perhaps a record high number of radio pickups from one spot is Kay 
Kyser’s 16 (and sometimes 17) shots from Meadowbrook, Jersey road- 


housery. 


WPAT, Paterson, has five pickups; five over Mutual (sometimes 
six) and six on. CBS including, of course, the Lucky Strike commercial. 











The Unique 
and Extraordinary 


EDDIE: 






.£ Angel of the Violin 





Aeris Eres 


“The only group of- its 
kind in the world.” 


NOW 
56th WEEK 
CAFE SOCIETY 


(Uptown) 
New York 

* 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 








JOE GLASER, 
30 Rockefeller Ploza, 
New York, N. Y 


And His Famous Ensemble 





Personal Management: 


Inc. 








Have you heard 
Jan Garber's record ? 
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THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 
SERENADE 








A. coast-to-coast song sensation 


je 3 THE 
LAMPLIGHTER’S 


Brown. Bradley opens May 27 for 
5 E R E N A 9) E two weeks at Eastwood Gardens, | 
anne Detroit. 


+ 


ABE LYMAN STAYS MCA 
UNDER FRESH CLAUSES 


The day ‘Variety’ reported Abe 
Lyman was signing with General 
Amusement Corp. (Tommy Rockwell 
‘and Mike Nidorf) was the day he 


changed his mind and decided to re- 
main Music Corp.-of America, with 
Sonny Werblin personally acting for 
him within the organization. Hav- 
ing tiffed with Harry Weinstein, 
longtime personal rep, because of a 
Broadway rib, Lyman was on the 
|verge of aligning with Nidorf and 
{GAC but MCA, which had been 
booki@z him through the years, set 
|up a fresh deal. 

| Among other things Lyman is 
|slated for a month of Coast vaud- 
|fiilmers in August; Sept. 1 
Palladium, Los Angeles; 
|into the Roosevelt hotel, Washington, 
land other dates. 








‘VICTORY LUNCHEONS’ 





Lincoln Hotel Experiment Directed 
At Men in Uniform 


Jerry Wald’s orchestra at the Lin- 
coln hotel, New York, begins a Sat- 
urday afternoon series of ‘Victory 
Luncheons’ this week (23), from 1-3 
p.m. Men from the various branches 
of the service will be served a ‘75c 
meal for 50c,’ and hostesses from the 
Theatre Wing Canteen will be pro- 
vided as dancing partners 
men in uniform. 


for service men only, winner of 
Which will be awarded a $5 Defense | 
Stamp. He will then duplicate the 
| winning performance on the Mutual 
network with the band, which is to 
have a 2-2.30 p.m. broadcast. 

Will Bradley lost pianist Billy 


Maxted to the Army, and has taken 
back his former ivory-tickler, Bobby 
Holt, who left Ina Ray Hutton. In 
another change this week, George | 
Armstrong, Chicago drummer, 
places Shelley Manne, who joins Les 




















DICK ROBERTSON 
Decca No. 4189 





The new “country tune” sensation. 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


BOB ATCHER 
Ckeh No. 6496 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
- 1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 


Ernest Tubb’s 


ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 5958 











into the | 
June 15} 


for the} 


Wald will conduct a song contest | 


re- | 


OLD RECORDS ADMIT 
KIDS TO BAND SHOW 


Post & Lester, Hartford, distribu- 
tors of RCA-Victor’s Bluebird and 
Victor recordings, will begin a series 
of promotions next month at the 
State theatre, Hartford, designed to 
retrieve worn-out discs ta help ease 
the current shellac shortage. Com- 
pany has leased the State for one 
day, June 3, and will play Alvino 
Rey’s band and the King Sisters, and 
Dick Todd, with admission via 15 
old platters. Vaughn Monroe will 
likely follow later in the month or 
in July. All are Victor artists. 

No discs will be accepted at the 
theatre. Patrons who can round up 
the admission price will be asked to 
turn the 15 discs in to retail dealers, 
who will supply the ducats. Dealers 
as far away as Waterbury, New Lon- 
don, New Haven and Norwich will 
perticipate. One stipulation is that 
no old Edison or laminated (Colum- 
bia-Okeh) discs will be accepted. 

Jack Gordon, Post & Lester sales 
executive, fathered the idea. He 
originally figured to run the affairs 
as dances, but switched to the State 
since that has a capacity of over 
4,000. P & L is, of course, assuming 
the cost of the theatre rental and 
talent salaries, probably with help 
from Victor. 


On the Upbeat 


Ernie Heckscher orch, with vocal- 
ist Evelyn Lynne, opened engage- 
ment at Anacacho Room, St. Anthony 
hotel, in San Francisco, 














Vivian Vorden all-girl orch opens 
Olmos Star Light Gardens Saturday 
(23) in San Antonio. 





Ernie Fodor, leader of house band 





at Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, induct- 
ed into Army. 
Don Mario band has been held- 


over for the rest of the summer at 
Beachcomber Club. Providence, R. I. 





Paul Wimbish, personal manager 
of Jack Teagarden, has opened offices 
in Hollywood. 





Freddie Woolston quits his dance 
band in Rochester, N. Y., to join 
Tommy Dorsey’s augmented band as 
chief arranger. 
the local outfit. 





Ozzie Nelson’s band checked in at 
RKO for sequences in the Damon 
Runyon production, ‘The Big Street.’ 








| Joe Daly, former 


Val Villaire orch, 





Barbary Coast, in Detroit. 

Glen Williams indefinite at the 
| Battle House, Mobile. Alice Blue, 
| being held over for’ twice a day 


organ recitals 








chestra. She was replaced by Eliza- 
beth Rogers of WBBM. 





waiians into Trelon Cafe 
for indefinite run, 
Ralph Springer outfit. 





replacing the 


Lou Meredith waar" has succeeded 


the Red Farmer crew at Balconades, 
| Pittsburgh. 
Music Jobs Go Begging 
Milwaukee, May 19. 
Not so long ago musicians were 





complaining there were no jobs to be 


| had, but now the situation is re- 
| versed and Vollmer Dahlstrand, head 
of the Milwaukee Musicians’ associa- 
ition, Local No. 8, AFM, declares it 


|now is almost impossible to fill calls 
for men. He had a call for a dance 
|orchestra for Saturday night (16) 
|and on the afternoon of that day he 
| was still scurrying around trying) 
| to put together a pickup band for the 
date. | 
It’s not only that so many men} 
| have gone into army and navy ser- | 
vice, but others are working such | 
long hours on defense jobs that they | 
are too exhausted to be able to go} 
out nights to play. | 





Jack End takes over 


tenor sax with | 
Gray Gordon’s band, has joined the 
currently at the 


Charley Fisk’s orchestra opened at 


Kings Ballroom, Lincoln, on Sunday 
(17). Following this, they’ll have a 
two-week run at Riverview Park. 
Des Moines, then off to series of | 
one nighters in Texas. 

Phyllis Lynne, Beverly Hills 


chirper, has left Russ Morgan’s or- | 


Frank Ramos and his Manila Ha- 
, Pittsburgh, | 


Hal Mclntyre, on First Road Date, 
In Auto Crackun Less Than 100 Miles 
Out of N.Y.: Alice King’s (Rey) Spill 





‘Italian’ Now Yankee 


Albany, N. Y., May 19. 

Italian Book Co., Manhattan, 
has changed its name to Yankee 
Music Publishing Corp. 

Papers to this effect have been 
filed with the Secretary of State 
by Wittenberg, Carrington & 
Farnsworth, New York City. 








Lopez Looks Into Supply 


—= Of Feminine Subs For 


Army-Grabbed Tooters 


Vincent Lopez is already singling 
out for eventual use girl musicians 
capable of replacing men in his band. 
He feels that within the next few 
months a step-up in conscription is 
going to hit current male outfits 
badly and he wants to be ready if 
the Army siphons off his men faster 
than they can be replaced. It’s pos- 
sible, he says, that in the future he 


will baton an all-girl combo, but 
that won’t happen until it’s abso- 
lutely necessary. 


Lopez approached a girl drummer 
last week on the subject of joining 
him when the time comes, which 
started the few people who knew 
about it to thinking that he intended 
to change to femme musicians im- 
mediately. His band is at the Taft 
hotel, New York. 





Hal McIntyre didn’t get 100 miles 
outside New York on his first road 
trip since his band began to mean 
anything when he was involved in 
a road accident that put one of his 
men in the hospital. McIntyre closed 
at Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., Wednesday (13) night and left 
from there for Boston. Near New 
Haven a new tire on his Cadillae 


blew out on a curve and the car 
plowed up 15 fenceposts before stop- 
ping. Leader was jammed under the 
wheel in such a way he couldn't 
apply the brake. Car was demol- 
ished. 


Richard Rollins, sax player, one 
of three musicians riding with Mc- 
Intyre, sustained a broken ankle 
and fractured rib and will be out 
of the band for couple weeks. Mc- 
Intyre and the others were cut and 
bruised. Band played its first date, 
however, at Salem, Mass., Thursday 
(14) with a Boston sax man filling 
in. 

Alice King’s Accident 


Alice King, one of the King Sis- 
ters quartet with Alvino Rey’s band, 
was bruised and shaken up last 
Wednesday (13) when the station 
wagon she was driving crashed into 
the rear of a truck at Northumber- 
land, Pa. Betty Mae Nelson, band’s 
secretary, received a possible frac- 
ture of the right arm and cuts and 
bruises. Jack Egan, Rey’s manager, 
drove up in his own car a few min- 
utes after the smash, drove two into 
Washington, D. C., where they were 
headed, after treatment. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 





Tin Pan Alley’s sensitivities about swiping liberally from the Russian | 


composers are seen as the probable reason for ASCAP’s refusal to OK a 


line in the Celebrity Theatre’s script last week, wherein maestro Freddy | 
Martin personates Peter Llyitch Tschaikowsky who, it has been widely | 


kidded, ‘finally made the Hit Parade.’ This was due largely to Martin's 
popularization of Tschaikowsky’s Concerto in E-Flat Minor. The Blue 
network wanted ASCAP usage, as part of the script, and the Scciety, 
deadpan, told the radio people that if Tschaikowsky ‘were alive today 
he most certainly would be welcome into ASCAP membership.’ 


But, actually, because of proper treaty between ASCAP and Russia, | 


which has ne artistic society, many of the Russian works have been 
liberally used. Only when Russian composers joined the French society, 


in pre-Hitler day, and more recently the American Society, did they re- | 


alize materially from public performances, etc, 





For two weeks, every day, Fred Waring’s fan mail dept. brought in 
a postcard addressed to Waring with the words ‘Boom—watch out!’ 
scrawled on the face. After a week he thought maybe he'd better inquire, 
lest some dope was going to blow up the place. Payoff came with a let- 
ter, excerpts quoted: 

‘For a couple of weeks now you have been getting postcards with 
‘Boom!’ on them. Well, I’m tired of playing peek-a-boo now, so let's get 
down to brass tacks. ‘Boom’ is the name of a song—a song worth a cool 
30 million. I expect you could use 15 million (half) so you write the 
musie to my lyrics and I'll split the royalties 50-50.’ 

Waring feels a little easier anyway knowing there ain’t gonna be a 
bomb. 





Music Publishers Protective Association is sérving as clearing source in 


the drive of the War Bonds and Saving Siamps division of the U. S. Treas- 


ury Department to get its insignia printed on sheet music and any other 
publications turned out by members of the music industry. The MPPA 
not only has ad¢cressed letters to over 500 music publishers but has as- 
sumed the task of distributing the cuts containing the ‘Buy-War-Bonds- 
and-Saving-Stamps’ legend. 

As central channel for this service the MPPA last week forwarded to 
Broadcast Music, Inc., a batch of insignia that the latter might relay to 
its own affiliated pubiishers. 





Copyright on ‘My Gal Sal,’ current tune from the 20th-Fox filmusical, 
was ascribed to E. B. Marks in ‘Variety’ last week. Both Paull-Pioneer 
and Marks hold the publishing rights, while Marks has the exclusive 
mechanical and synchronization rights. P-P acquired renewal rights, 
owned by that company with Howley, Haviland & Dresser, from Theodore 
Dreiser, next-of-kin of deceased Paul Dresser. Howley, Haviland & 
Dresser long dissolved publishers. 





Initial edition of Tune-Dex, the pocket music library, made its debut 
among band leaders, singers and program directors last Friday (15). This 
batch consisted of 100 new and old songs printed on small cards with full 
chorus in lead sheet and lyrics and such information as copyright dates, 
composers, publishers, arrangers, recordings available and performing 
rights alliance. 





Dick Gilbert, singing dise jockey of WHN, has written words and music 
to a new song, ‘Give a Minute to Your Minute Man,’ for the U. S. Treas- 
ury Dept.’s nationwide War Bonds Campaign, which starts June,14 with 
a house-to-house canvass for pledges to purchase war bonds. 





Mayfair. Music Corp. has taken over the publication of the score which 
Mack Gordon and Harry Warren have written for the 20th Century-Fox 
picture that will contain Sonja Henie and Sammy Kaye. The score con- 
sists of four songs and the picture is due for release in October. 








a 
Everybody's: prediction —A Hit Foster Leaves Stevens 
Chuck Foster and orchestra wind 
THE up their stay at Continental Room of 


Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Saturday 
(23). Group with Hal Pruden, 
Gloria Foster, and Dottie Dotson, 
start on a road trip the following 
week, 


Don Di Flavio, intermissionist at 
the Room also winds up same day. 
He'll open at Chase Hotel, in St. 
Louis June 1. 

Room closes for summer as hotel 
policy. No replacemet for fall sea- 
son has been announced. 
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“MELANCHOLY BABY” OF 1942 


YOU'RE 100 GOOD 

FOR 

GOOD-FOR-NOTHING 
MES 


Dynamically Recorded By 


HARRY JAMES 


WITH AN UNFORGETABLE 

VOCAL BY HELEN FORREST 

F e (COLUMBIA RECORD NO. 36566) 
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OTHER GREAT RECORDS COMING,.. THIS SONG CAN'T 

MISS MAKING UP INTO A SWELL ARRANGEMENT! 


MUTUAL MUSIC SOCIETY, 
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ALT J Aterud VICE PRESIDENT 


| British Best Sellers 


(Week of April 13) 





London, April 20. 


Navy Blue Eyes............ C-C 
Mother-in-Law ....... Southern 
Weeeee Came pWecSacuwd Feldman 
Apple Blossom Time.....F-D-H 
|  Ropmbotee: .. nciecicestickses C-C 
Spring Again........Cinephone 
Se wai ....... Maurice 


Rustic Rhapsody ......Lefleurs 
Home Sweet Home Again..Maurice 
pe Tee eee Dash 
Baby Mine ...... .. Chappells 
More Can I Say?...Cinephone 
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lark, N. J., as protection in the event 
lthat his business at Meadowbrook 
| falls off too heavily. He still feels 
certain that the gas situation won't 
|hit his business badly enough to 
| force a move into town, but is not 
ltrusting that wishful thinking too 
far. According to Dailey, Meadow- 
| brook’s business past Friday (15) 
i night, first day of the card system of 
gas buying, is partially indicative of 
'what might be expected in the 
future. 

He reports that Kay Kyser drew 
1,989 people, breaking again the rec- 
ord for that night (incidentally 
Kyser broke his own weekly attend- 
ance and gross figures for the spot, 
latter by $2,000, set week before) and 
that while he had more people in 
the building than ever before, the 
number of cars his attendants parked 
was between 20-25% less than nor- 
mal. That indicates what everyone 
expected—doubling up. Same even- 
ing Glen Island Casino. New Ro- 
chelle, drew a heavy crowd with 
Claude Thornhill, and there were 
many instances of cars arriving 
loaded with six and eight persons. 

Glen Isle previousiy had a system 
set up and ready to operate when 
tire rationing was first broached, and 
it’s possible the idea will be put into 
effect in the event gas shortages cut 
attendance. Owners made a deal 
with taxicab owners to transport 
patrons from Bronx end of subway 
lines, etc., to the Casino for 20c a 
head, paid by the house. 

Two spots in Armonk, N. Y., the 
Blue Gardens and Log Cabin, former 
with Raymond Scott, latter with 
Teddy Powell, are the two places 
deemed likely to be hurt the most. 
But the owners of these two network 
wire origination points are assertedly 
not worried too much. It’s claimed 
that neither do great business dur- 
ing the week anyway, and that they 
| look for regular patrons to conserve 
| enough of their weekly gas supply to 
|come out weekends. One way or the 
|other, the business both spots has 
been getting from N. Y. City is out— 
it’s an 80-mile round trip. 

If, however, these outlying spots, 
which exist mainly because they can 
hire name bands cheaply by afford- 
ing many network broadcasts with- 
out the $3-per-man-per-broadcast 
tax imposed within jurisdiction of 
N. Y. local 802 of AFM—are forced 
to fold, New York City hotels and 
niteries are likely to benefit. Young- 
sters making good salaries in various 
forms of defense work, and others 
well heeled, will get their name-band 
entertainment wherever they can 
find it, even if it means train travel 
into the city from any distance out. 











No Chartered Buses 


Boston, May 19. 

Chartered or special buses are out 
for the duration in this state, with 
certain exceptions which do not in- 
clude the transportation of orches- 
tras, according to the state depart- 
ment of public utilities, because of 
‘the absolute necessity of conserv- 
ing tires and gasoline.’ 

The exceptions cover defense 
workers, children and teachers to 
and from school, selectees, members 
of the federal or state armed forces, 
or participants in organized recrea- 
tional activities at military posts. 

Those hit by the order are civilian 
parties to beaches, pleasure resorts, 
picnic places, racetracks, baseball 
and other sports events, 


= Kay Kyser 


tm Continued from page 41 


ladeer, a personality in himself. Long 
working with Ginny Simms, latter 
graduated from the ranks into star- 
dom on her own, with her own radio 
commercial, etc. Dorothy Dunn, 
Trudy Erwin and Julie Conway are 
the new s.a. vocalists, all competent 
with the current pops. 

To Kyser the Meadowbrook is 
something of a personal satisfaction 
booking. He wanted to prove anew 
hig’ prowess with dansapation and 

















NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plags 





Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, 
WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (May 11-17) from 5 pm. to 1 am. and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking 
source for music publishing industry. 
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GORY TOMI FIRDO. 6 oc occccsanccericcccer 5a ee as sce Fewnerte 21 
*Heavenly, Isn't It?—iMayor of 44th S'‘reet’.....Greene ............. 19 
Last Call For Love—?‘Ship Ahoy’...............: MES Wes Stsod st hoaece 18 
Se Se NN aN bn. dvs w heaven as +k woke wa SE Gro eid ceva wo a 17 
I Remember You—7‘Fleet’s In’................... PRPAMIDURE 2 occ cccce 16 
ee: Se Be Rs nd sti eos CO ea ow eK eae eweksede Cte cil ah ieod bk were 15 
ie EE. 8 os ys sre ee Me Sh Aes 0 )-0 0 600 46 balan i Sa ae 15 
I Don’t Want Walk—?‘Sweater Girl’..............Paramount ..:...... 14 
Pee eee NE Beirne bc a dob ecbsavsstecede por Paramount ......... 14 
kG ot a) ee i = =—=— a 14 
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oe eS Ne nwlege bees we Sn? Saweianibeketen 10 
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Here You Are—t‘My Gal Sal’...............0068 PUNE ogee k. i) 
Jingle Jangle—+‘Forrest Ranger’............... oo Paramount ....0.00 9 
Lamplighter Serenade .......... emades cues ot eT eee 9 
Be ee EE TEI 6.5 0 0-6x0 + 63.00 400e8a bene ed 006  f  bWkoe Gasioas +6 << 2 
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Always In My Heart—7‘Always In My Heart’.... Remick ............. 8 
Se SE 28 ki 6605 00h 4 teh ereeeeeneeensae LD Sawuws.caves- de 8 
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I'll Pray For You—j‘What’s Cookin’............. are 8 
Just Plain Lonesome—‘My Favorite Spy’......... Ss eaccecucses 8 
Sing Me Song Islands—*‘Song of the Islands’..... BVC .........5e000s 8 
The Anseltis Rings AgGil........cscccveccess Sava -webetdeeaevesce 8 
i SN UN 6 ys U8 5 485 aus Covunheeebesesaveses GME weeee oeeesh oot 7 
ESA Se rec err rirS trey a 7 
Oe ee ee ee eer rey Santly ...ccsecereees 7 
ee en ee I ks ic talck sv eb ben es bbeees nn AEE a a 7 
tr Cee TN MIE oc on 506 csdceuccccvese Aare 7 
Pe ee eee WOT oc secs cicce 6 
Don’t Steal Sweetheart Soldier.................. GUE cb 00s Crecwbice 6 
Somebody Thinking You Tonight................. CT ee 6 
Whisper That You Love Me...............-.seee: EEE 6 
I Cae ie ete sb ewes 600 6 eee MONEE. KvsascreVousee 5 
*Deen Heart Texas. .ccccccsccccccscccccccccscces MOCMOGYIAMG ....2.00% 5 
Embraceable You ..... Dinca Wetec pinietw esas os 6 ite «al a Tee ee 5 
BN thw irus Gaathisiew dS. cbieas 6b 06 NER SAN aes es Ox Ueees eee 5 
ee ee a Te a i cw eaew ie eeabes J. Campbell. .....::. 5 
If You Buiid Better Trap—?‘Fleet’s In’........ (ip “Geeecéecveee 5 
I'm Getting Mighty Lonesome................+++-AUVAMCE ...... eee eee 5 
My Gal Sal—t‘My Gal Sal’....................+..Paull-Marks ........ 5 
BT) PO TIRTAIIMET . oiccos ccc o cvccscsetetee WEEE, occas cvies 5 
ST. SR MINOT OSs wav. cpe0 oes crabs gee cceeenouwnn CORUIOT: 6c csc ctw ive 5 





*Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. +Filmusical. {Legiti- 
mate. 
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not be ‘typed’ solely as a goofy radio 
fellow. The aim also is to hypo his 
Columbia phonograph disks. Under 
his percentage deal he’s good for THE 
$3,000 or better for a location job of a 
only five nights, as he doesn’t do his LA M P L | G H T E R 2 
stuff on Monday and Wednesday, lat- 
ter his radio commercial nights for 5 E R E N A 8) 3 
Lucky Strike. Kyser again takes a 
furlough next Thursday (28) to play 
the West Point graduation dance, and | 
will probably call it an eastern sea- | 
son June 4, being committed to still 
another RKO filmusical which he stag 
; | o Tr sordings) 
aes under a participating package |} (From Arrangements Se for 200 
. copies)—Recordings (2 songs vocal- 
Alvino Rey comes back to Meadow- ized $5). Original Melodies Written— 


‘ ; , $3; Music Printed. 
eae “> =. King Sisters, they |] ‘CRAB, 245 W, Sith St., New York 
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SAVE MONEY!—TIME! 


Complete Prefessional Songwriter 
Service. 


Rotttined in Radio-Pictures-Stace: 

















We are proud to be the publishers of the score of 
The Highest Rated Musical Picture of the year 


4 Stars “MY GAL SAL” *+*« 


A 20th Century Fox Technicolor production 
featuring Paul Dresser’s Immortal Songs 


ON THE BANKS OF THE WABASH 
S f° Be 


PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 


MAX MAYER, Pres. 
1657 B’way, N.Y. Ira Schuster, Prof. Mgr. Paul Case 
Chicago—54 W. Randolph St. Al Friedman, Mgr. 





Be sure to hear the sensational recordings of “My Gal Sal” and 
On The Banks Of The Wabash” by FREDDY MARTIN, GUY 
LOMBARDO, DICK ROBERTSON, MILLS BROS. and others. 
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Jimmy Campbell Details Partnership 


Deal With Larry 


Richmond of MDS 





New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I noticed a short story in this 
week’s ‘Variety’ with reference to 
my resignation from Jimmy Camp- 
bell Publications. As the details are 
somewhat incorrect I would be glad 
if in my own interests you would 
accept and publish the true facts. 


First of all, the corporation bearing 
my name was. the outcome of i..y 
association with Meredith Willson 
and it was during this period that 
Lawrence Richmond, general man- 
ager of Mysic Dealers Service, 
persuaded me to head my own outfit, 
same to be financed by Richmond 
and Alfred Sobol (an attorney) for 
a period of six months, allowing a 
small weekly budget for the running 
of the business—profits to be split 
three ways. I stated that their pro- 
posal was not practical, but after 
further discussion, and in view of 
assurances from them that the budg- 
et would be increased the moment 
any results were forthcoming, I 
finally agreed to the deal, and ac- 
cordingly was made president of the 
corporation, and same was formed 
and started approximately Nov. 1 
last, at which time I was personally 
responsible for the exploitation of 
Meredith Willson’s second song, “Two 
In Love.’ 

Relative to the aforesaid song, and 
*You and I,’ in addition to Music 
Dealers Service receiving 10% of the 
net sales for distribution, Lawrence 
Richmond personally had a deal with 
Willson whereby he would receive 
10% of the net sales (sheet music) 
of both songs, but if the second song 
‘Two In Love,’ sold 50,000 copies, he 
would receive 15% of the sales of 
both songs. In view of this arrange- 
ment and the fact that “Two In Love’ 
at that period had not sold that 
amount of copies, Willson was ap- 
proached regarding our intentions 
and agreed to the new corporation 
acquiring same on a 10c royalty and 
the usual mechanicals. Accordingly, 
the first two months of our activities 
were mainlv confined to the ex- 
ploitation of ‘Two In Love’ to 
achieve the 50,000 sale in order that 
Richmond would enjoy the extra 5% 
revenue on both songs. This he did. 


I must add that, in spite of various 
rosy promises made me for work in 
connection with the aforesaid, I re- 
ceived nothing beyond a weekly 
drawing which, as a figure, is about 
the usual amount a contact man is 
allowed for expenses alone. I con- 
tinued on the same basis, even when 
the new corporation was formed. As 
I previously stated, the first two 
months of our activities being con- 
fined to ‘Two in Love,’ we were not 
able to start on the second song, 
which was ‘Angeline,’ until around 
Jan. 1. Due to our setup and impa- 
tience on the part of my associates, 
at the end of the second two months, 
and just when everybedy was start- 
ing to use ‘Angeline,’ I had instruc- 
tions to drop the song and get on to 
something else. Due to this and gen- 
eral pressure, I resigned some weeks 
prior to my current resignation, but 
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Headed for hitdom' 
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Radio's. big request hit ' 
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LAMPLIGHTER’S 
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after a further conversation agreed 
to carry on against my better judg- 
ment. In the interim, it was agreed 
by all parties that, as at May 1, the 
corporation would cease to function 
and that there would be no further 
overhead involved. In fact, both 
Richmond and Sobol gave this un- 
dertaking to me, and, accordingly, all 
employees, including Les Reis, were 
given notice, and I was greatly sur- 
prised to learn later that, in spite of 
this undertaking, they have retained 
the services of Reis. 

With reference to a supposed con- 
troversy with the Contact Men’s 
Union, I must state that, beyond gos- 
sip, I have heard nothing from them 
verbally or otherwise relative to my- 
self or conduct. 

I should be very happy if you 
would put forward my side of the 
story, which is, after all, fact. In the 
meantime, for your information, I 
am looking after the business inter- 
ests of Enric Madriguera, who is here 
at the Roosevelt hotel. 

Jimmy Campbell. 


C. C. BOYDSTON JOINS 
BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


C. C. Boydston, formerly with the 
American Record Co., is now at 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 

He’s functioning as an efficiency 
expert as well as directing general 
office routine. 


Porozoff Oncas Office 


Chicago, May 19. 

Nick Pcrozoff, long with Russ 
Morgan as publicity man, opened his 
own music publishing office in Chi- 
cago this week. New firm carries 
name of Glenmore Music, Inc. 

First tune under banner of new 
company is ‘Don’t Cry Sweetheart,’ 
by Remus Harris, Irving Mesher and 
Russ Morgan. Cincinnati representa- 
tive of firm is Betty Parker, for- 
merly with Graham Distributing Co. 
Muriel Hoffman of Borgman, Vogel 
and Conn, has been added to Chicago 
office of Glenmore. 


Porozoff planed to New York for 
discussions on appointment of New 
York rep, and series of music con- 
ferences. 

















Music Notes 





Patricia Johnson, Coast song- 
writer, who put the lyric to the cur- 
rent ‘I'll Remember April,’ is re- 
covering in New York from paraly- 
Trip is her first to the East. 


sis, 





Jerome Kern and Johnny Mercer 
turned in the score for ‘Carnival 
In Rio’ at Columbia, 





Paul Sawtell 
Brandt to 
score for 
Murder.’ 


signed by Jerry 
write and conduct the 
‘Scattergood Survives a 


Roy Webb composing the music 
and Constantin Bakaleinikoff direct- 
ing the scoring for ‘Highways By 
Night’ at RKO. 





Werner Heyman scoring ‘They All | 


Kissed the Bride’ at Columbia. 





Johnny Burke and Jimmy Van | 


Heusen wrote ‘Tomorrow’s My | 
Lucky Day,’ to be sung in Bing 
Crosby’s golf short, ‘Don’t Hook 
Now.’ 
Max Steiner recording his own 
score for ‘Desperate Journey’ at | 
Warners. 

















WEEP NO MORE MY LADY 


A NEW SONG BY 
Joan Whitney and Alex Kramer 








15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of May 16) 





Johnny Doughboy..... Crawford 
Don’t Sit Apple Tree....Robbins 
Jersey Bounce............ Lewis 
Someone Taking Place...Shapiro 
Moonlight Cocktail........ Jewel 
Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
\ ag) ty ccccccces -MOFis 
Tangerine ....... eceees. Famous 


One Dozen Roses........Famous 
Three Little Sisters.......Santly 
Always in Heart........Remick 
Threw Kiss in Ocean.....Berlin 
Oe eee sees Dantly 
We'll Meet Again..........Dash 
Breathless « CLP 








N.A.B. RELATION 


BETTER—ASCAP 


The ASCAP management reported 
yesterday (Tuesday) that the ami- 
able reception that the Society re- 
ceived at last week’s convention of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters has already shown material 
results. Within four days after the 
N. A. B.’s music meeting the So- 
ciety received applications for li- 
censes from 22 stations, some of 
them of major standing. 

The Society also disclosed that it 
has received 200 letters from broad- 
casters congratulating it on its plan 
for helping licensees capitalize on 
the ASCAP repertoire by way of 
specially prepared continuities, song 
compilations for special occasions, 
etc, 








ASCAP 100% in L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 19. 

Dick Powers, western division 
manager for ASCAP, last week 
rounded up the last holdout here, 
KGFJ, and signed the station to a 
blanket contract. 

Only a few stragglers remain in 
the southern California district. 





30 Station Licensees 


San Francisco, May 19. 

ASCAP has staged a comeback in 
this district to the point where all 
30 radio stations from Bakersfield 
north to the Oregon county line have 
a contract of one kind or another 
with it. 

This is revealed by H. A. Levin- 
son, district manager for ASCAP. 





Abner Silver has reorganized the 
professional staff of the Lincoln Mu- 
sic Co., with Johnny Farrow as the 
new manager. 








Songpluggers Solve Gas Rationing 
By Pooling Cars for Rural Spots 





MILLS MUSIC, INC., GETS 


A CITATION OF MERIT 





Mills Music, Inc., was awarded a 
citation of merit by the National 
Association for American Composers 
and Conductors at its annual recep- 
tion in the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y., last Friday (15). It was the 
first time that the association has 
accorded such recognition to a mu- 
sic publisher. 

Geoffrey O’Hara, chairman of the 
awards committee, expressed ap- 
preciation for the firm’s support of 
composers of serious American mu- 
sic and the cultivation of a desire 
for such music in American schools 
and colleges. Among the composers 
of that classification whose works 
are published by Mills are Roy 
Harris, Morton Gould, H. Wakefield 
Smith, Nathaniel Dett and Lily 
Strickland. Until recent years Mills 
had been associated exclusively with 
popular music. 





Louis Dreyfuses Robbed; 
$50,000 to $200,000 Loss 


London, May 19. 

While Louis Dreyfus and his wife 
were asleep in their 40-room man- 
sion at Putney one night this week, 
the house was completely burglar- 
ized, 

Thieves stole jewelry valued at 
$50,000 to $200,000. 


Theatres Sue ASCAP 


A suit by 14 Brooklyn theatre 
companies representin;; 14 Brooklyn 
theatres was filed Friday (15) in the 
N. Y. federal court against the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, Gustave 
Shirmer and Gene Buck seeking 
damages of $25,619 plus $25,000 at- 








i|torneys fees. Action claims that 
plaintiffs were forced to purchase 
the complete ASCAP catalogue 
whereas they could only use a 


portion of it. 

Suit is very similar to one filed 
April 9 by 157 theatres in N. Y, and 
outlying districts. It complains that 
ASCAP is a monopoly, that it con- 
trols all the good commercial musi- 
cal compositions, and to use any at 
all, the entire catalogue must be 
purchased. 





Even though most of the contacte 
ment with cars have obtained B-3 
gasoline ration cards, which entitles 
them to 57 gallons during the initial 
conservation period, there is a gene 
eral movement among them to avoid 
such maximum consumption by 
doubling and tripling up in making 
plug calls to surrounding roadhouses, 


-/ Under this arrangement the profes- 


sional men will take turns in making 
the rounds in one another’s cars, 
with schedules being made in ample 
advance, showing who would use car 
on each night of the week. 

The contacteers are meanwhile 
wondering whether, with the strict 
enforcement of the gas rationing 
rules, there will be any suburban 
spots left to cover. 


DECCA CHECKS 
BELOW HOPES 


Decca Record Co.’s royalty distri- 
bution to music publishers last week 
was not as big as had been expected 
by the latter industry. The state- 
ments were for the quarter ending 
March 31. 


Where the disappointment pre- 
vailed was in the anticipation that 
the increase from Decca would be 
in proportion to the latest payoffs by 
Victor and Columbia. The royalties 
paid out by these two companies far 
exceeded the sums that had come 
from them for the previous quarter. 


ASCAP DECIDES TONIGHT 
ON REVISED METHODS 


Publisher members of ASCAP 
meet in the board room of the or- 
ganization’s home office tonight 
(Wednesday) to vote on the adopticn 
of a revised plan for royalty classi- 
fication. 

The new system provides for the 
allocation of different point values 
for commercial, sustaining, night- 
time and day-time and public do- 
main and theme music as contrasted 
with regular uses of copyrighted 
standard and popular numbers. 
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COMING 


PRIVATE BUCKAROO 


from the Universal Picture 
‘Private Buckaroo’ featuring 
Harry James and His Orchestra 


* * 


OUR CURRENT SONG HITS 


A SENSATIONAL BALLAD 


SOMEBODY'S THINKING OF YOU T0-NIGHT 
* 


IT’S OUR BIG HIT 


FULL MOON 
* 


A TIMELY NOVELTY 


LITTLE BO PEEP HAS LOST WER JEEP 














LORRAINE, Gen. 
1619 Broadway, New York 


HOLLYWOOD — CHICAGO — CINCINNATI — SAN FRANCISCO 


FROM LATIN-AMERICA 


COME BACK 


(DIME QUE SI) 


SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 


Prof. Mer. 
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7 || New Aets Joe Jackson Drops Dead at N.Y. Roxy 

; 

: . 

| |slamoxp, nommena ter 9 Bows; Started as clist 

; | Pianist and Composer 9 
: | palace, Cleveland 

| Act glorifying song hits oo by 

. ce i elient musi- : 

| Sigmund ee that revives happy| Joe Jackson, 62, whose tramp , routine that was eventually timed 

| memories of the old carefree Broad-|cycling act was internationally | to perfection anc executed by rote, 
i 2 |'way Winter Garden days. _ known for more than 30 years, died | From observing @ drunk in'an Eng. 
4 | 'Stocky, baldish and a little shy, | ‘in harness’ last Thursday (14) back- | lish pub, Jackson got the piece of 
| | Romberg was admittedly a trifle hind stage at the Roxy, N. Y. He had just business of the dangling cuff. From 
vous at his first acer Trey poner completed the first performance of | a tramp on the street, whom he saw 
3 footlights in years. | it cen the day, had taken five bows and stoop over for something on the 
a much since his reminiscent pianologs ‘ : ik l : : 

" and heart-warming tone of expertly ean gg - et, mye perite , 7 A 7 quickly Hemant 
} ised routines gave the Palace's | they're still applauding. en he| Jackson go at ‘coin on the stage’ ’ 

ore a sentimental wallop from shuffled to the elevator to the dress- | b't. His costume, a shreddec, dis- ‘chisele! 

i the start. ing rooms, but before it arrived he reputable affair, was Jackson’s par- Tm | 

- 4 . . . p | 
' Handling the ivory keys with | collapsed. He was dead before an am- | ticular delight. He claimed he never service 
j : aopley he wees highlights bulance doctor reached his side. changed it, adding*patches here and he said 
<a 4 is best known shows su 4 , : ; : ; it 
i ree’ Desert Song’ and ‘Student oe Leon, segacnde old sean, et es bi Map-sble P Pe ceags 
7% Prince.’ Vocal accompaniment is fur-| who had quit e stage to become ple an ta ‘ ‘: oes, 

; nb ice by Marie Nash, who has althe comic’s constant companion, also artistically shabby, were another ong’ 
AW good soprano, and Gene Marvey, fine | dropped to his knees alongside Jack- | Jackson trademark. ecee, 
aa tenor, with pit orchestra backing |<on and cradled his head in his In order to understand Jackson's when 
:| them. Four of them | so ye pred arms. No words passed. Jackson's trick bike, which came apart in i oe 
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Ps Men,’ ‘Softly As in a Morning Sun- Jackson’s sudden death shocked | nce rt ge vce | — a contrac 
Dia rise, ‘When I Grow Too Old to|his few intimates on Broadway. None | ents one of them on a tin Bona of the 
Dream,’ and six other Romberg _ | knew of him ever being ill; in fact,|prush and toothpaste Pd hi ‘h ‘The 
It all has the rich, emer ° a-| Jackson often boasted that he had| pe said he Pye ar ane ag — tors fr 
yor of two-a-day. wlren. | never been physically indisposed. ‘travelled sieht Le mg ° be club 0 

: It's reported, however, that only the j yac Vere. ~ & get jumb 

. ; : was a mirrored effect, which when t 

j MORO & CHIT’ day before his death, Jackson visited adjusted to the glasses of list Shar 

4 Spanish Dancers a doctor, with the latter strongly permitted the latter weak «Pay etn violatic 
aP.. FE - ae oe rey oo cyclist —- ee aoe another was a sleep-inducer via the - 
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a Moro and Chita, solid Spanish | Jackson, in himself, represented an weights for eyelids. (State 
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) old stand pieytino Moro ~. s new | deathless, not changed in the slight- Ramey 64 —- he i. stage we tion 0! 
i ; . > ~e > : 3,18 ways e same, olly tramp whose rvice 
‘s 4 nd more personable ‘Chita for part- est degree in some 35 years. Ameri nd ' se 
‘a 4 a pate he’s routined his four | can audiences knew him for 31 years, | furtive efforts to steal a bicycle, profit 
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ea Act has full new set of costumes for | pearance in the U, S. at the old Fifth residence, got the audience laughing. 
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| statured, sleek-haired steppers, ios ington, and the manager there re- one of the pedals; then the seat, and 
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1900 classic dance in which tinkling Son of Vienna Grocer finish his nonsense had usually com- in ho 
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: new Chita obviously is a find. His . with 

new partner for ie last six months He soon became speed champ of| #fternoon was worth going p somal 

: . . ; ’| Austria, then toured Europe a miles to listen to, There is 

dark-haired, comely miss com- , : d p sa — 
+ oh aa stepping its & vivid per- | member of a bicycle polo team. That | nothing as cheering as childish an 
sonality. Wear. | was how he got to London, where laughter—to know that a child is Den 
pond pele, team met financial diffi- tes | ee Joe set them other 
; culties, disbanded and left Jackson owling, wit e grownups 
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maseEe See". & BOBBIE (2) stranded. He then got a job with a — bine — sbeeae of = adde: 
circus as a straight trick rider, but est comedy acts ever in vaude- a" 
coer New York was no ball of fire. When the show ville—Joe Jackson....and still ate 
This is a surefire animal turn | got a date at the Crysta] Palace, one is. she’s 
. which will find as ready a welcome of the clowns suggested comedy| There were a number of imitators Bric] 
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ong sure winner with kid audi-| Jackson found it of little benefit |‘Variety’ naming the copy acts. In Fielc 
walt , til, at one erforriance, the | the case of a turn known as Downey 
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ventional amcbatie turn, with the handlebars of his bike came apart. | and Claridge, then playing the old neat! 
two men working as the under- | Perplexed, he waved the handlebars | Rialto on 42nd street and Broadway, eond 
| standers while Bobbie, the dog, is | at the audience in an effort to make | Jackson personally visited the the- for ' 
|shown off as the trickster. | Animal | them understand his embarrassment. | 8'¥e. When the act came on, Jackson of a 
| fines poe eee — La geen rou-| He was met with a terrific laugh— went up on the stage and, taking tie been 
one on * orehends. of the go and a comedian was born by acci-|bicycle away from Downey, went seCO 
5 : ~ | dent. through his own routine to show up 0 
derstanders, being gradually low- ’ i we rs 
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For the clincher, there’s a follow- painstakingly built up a comedy (Continued on page 48) cont 
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Philly Labor Solon Would Expose 
Chiselers’ Violating Booking Laws 





Philadelphia, May 19. 
Irked by alleged violations of both 
agents and actors of the State’s book- 
ing licensing law, Anthony C. 


ey, agent-in-charge of enforce- 
— pine 13 (Monday) threaten- 
ed to make public the names of the 
‘chiselers.’ 
<—* getting sick and tired of lip 
service from both actors and agents, 
he said. “They tell me they’re co- 
operating with the State 100%, cross 
their hearts—but when my back is 
turned they go ahead working under 
scale, booking without contracts and 
when they get burned they come 
crying to us.’ ; 

Biggest violators, he said, were 
actors who booked jobs direct, sans 
contracts, which is a direct violation 
of the law. 

‘The law was passed to protect ac- 
tors from being chiseled by night 
club owners, and these same actors 
{humb their noses at us,’ he said. 

Sharkey warned that unless these 
violations cease he would release 
the names of chiselers to ‘Variety.’ 
Sharkey aiso revealed that his office 
(State Department of Labor and In- 
dustry) was conducting an investiga- 
tion of groups holding ‘benefits’ for 
service men, to see whether any 
profit was being made by private in- 
dividuals. 


Hildegarde Also Out Of 
‘Laughing’; Gracie Fields 


‘Premiere’ for Friday 








Clifford C. Fischer will stage an- 
other ‘opening’ of his ‘Keep ’Em 
Laughing’ a week from Friday (29) 
in honor of Gracie Fields’ replace- 
ment of William Gaxton and Victor 
Moore as headliner of his two-a-day 
vaude show at the 44th Street, N. Y. 
Most of the show holds over, but 
Hildegarde drops out to concentrate 
on her Savoy-Plaza cafe work. The 
Hartmans continue as co-headliners 
with Miss Fields, who may yet be 
augmented by still another star. 
George Jessel being unavailable, 
sundry talks have been had with 
Ben Bernie, Hugh Herbert and 
others. 

A Robins and Al Trahan may be 
added starters. Miriam LaVelle has 
already dropped out for an engage- 
ment at Loew’s State, N. Y., where 
she’s current. Zero Mostel and The 
Bricklayers (dog act) continue. 
Hildegarde’s leaving was also in- 
duced by a possible clash with Miss 
Fields in impressionistic song style. 

The Stage Door Canteen under- 
Neath the 44th Street may get air- 
conditioning, which may be a break 


for the upstairs theatre, still devoid | 


of a cooling plant, although there has 


been talk also of Fischer moving his | 


second vauder into the Broadhurst 
or some other air-conditioned theatre. 
His first two-a-dayer, ‘Priorities,’ 
continues at the 46th Street. 


SALLY RAND PAYS OFF 





TO BERT LEVEY AGCY. 





Seattle, May 19. 

Final chapter in Sally Rand’s re- 
cent dispute over commissions al- 
legedly owed it was settled by the 
Bert Levey agency. Len Mantell, 
local Levey manager, received a 
check for $825, representing 10% of 
Miss Rand’s bit for appearances in 
Seattle, Spokane and Wenatchee. 
The Levey office had instituted suit. 

In spite of the legal action, the 
Levey office is again booking Miss 
Rand, who’s at the Golden Gate 
theatre, Frisco, this week. 





Memphis Roof Niteries 


Set for New Season 


Memphis, May 19. 
Both Memphis’ hotel roof gardens 
Will operate this summer as usual. 
Plantation Roof at the Peabody 
hotel will] open for the season Fri- 
day (22) with the music of Isham 
Jones, Fortnightly change of name 
bands is scheduled throughout the 
Summer. Spot has been refurbished 
without change of motif. 
Magnolia Roof atop the Claridge 
tel comes to life one week later, 
Saturday, May 30, with Del Casino's 


orchestra. Ray Kinney will follow. 
agnolia gardens likewise fresh- 
ened up. 
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Regan Hosts Chi Kids 


Chicago, May 19. 

Phil Regan, appearing at Chicago 
theatre and Chez Paree nitery, 
played host to newsboys from Herald 
American. 

Kids had sold over 1,500,000 war 
stamps. Leaders of local squads 
were awarded medals. Regan then 
took gang into show. 


Lehman Vetoes 
Child Talent Bill 
For Night Clubs 


Albany, N. Y., May 19. 

Governor Lehman has vetoed the 
Ehrlich bill, which would have re- 
quired proprietors of night clubs and 
taverns to obtain a statement in 
writing that an entertainer appear- 
ing on the premises was over 18 
years of age. The measure, which 
amended the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law, classified a false state- 
ment as constituting juvenile delin- 
quency. It also declared that any 
person who aided in securing the 
services of an entertainer of prohib- 
ited age was guilty of a misde- 
meanor. 

The bill was drafted to halt the 
practice—said to be rather common 
in Erie County—of boys and girls 
under 18 appearing as entertainers 
on premises licensed for the retail 
sale of alcoholic beverages. It was 
said that they often used birth cer- 
tificates of older brothers or sisters, 
or forged certificates. In some in- 
stances, their parents. allegedly 
abetted them in evading the law, 
while certain bookers reportedly 
failed to cooperate in checking un- 
derage appearances, 


20th Century, Buffalo, 


Quits Vaude for Summer 











Buffalo, May 19. 

Twentieth Century theatre here 
goes straight pictures Friday (22) 
for the summer, the Charlie Barnet 
band, now current, being the last 
of such booking for the duration of 
the hot period. 

House, operated by Max Yellen, 
brother of Jack Yellen, music pub- 
lisher, had only one really bad busi- 
ness week all season. That was the 
recent show co-headlined by Jimmy 
Durante and Red Norvo’s orch. Take 
was around $9,500 and the house 
was forced to make a compromise 
with both Durante and Norvo on 
their payoffs. Durante accepted 
$2,000 in cash and $1,500 in notes; 
Norvo got $1,750 in cash and $1,000 
in notes. 
the show were paid in full. 

House, because of local musicians 
union standby rules, has an especial- 
ly heavy nut for pit and stage crews. 
This amounts to around $1,700 
weekly. 





NEW SPRINGFIELD CAFE 


Rovelli’s, Lennehan Reopen Former 
Diner and Paddock 








Springfield, Mass., May 19. 

Friday (15) was the first day for 
gas rationing, but it didn’t keep 
crowds away from Rovelli’s. After 
months of preparation, the Boston 
Post road night club, former site of 
Sam’s Diner and Sam’s Paddock, 
opened that night to a capacity 
house, : 


Reports are that between $75,000 | 


and $100,000 has been spent on the 
spot, which has a $2 minimum to 
discourage jitterbugs. Spot has a 
dining room, cocktail lounge and 
coffee shop. Club Rio runs from 9 
to 1, 

Carlo Rovelli, who operates an 
Italian restaurant downtown, has 
been interested in site since Diner 
and Paddock went into bankruptcy 
more than two years ago. Paired 
with him is Frank D. Lennehan, who 


operated Globe restaurant for years | 


here. 


Rest of the performers in | 








KITTY CARLISLE 


Under the personal supervision of 
Harry Bestry Miss Carlisle has re- 
cently successfully fulfilled such 
important engagements as: 5 weeks 
at the Versailles, New York; 7 
weeks at the Hotel Plaza, New York; 
4 weeks at the Chez Paree, Chicago, 
and limited engagements at the 
Beverly Hills Country Club, Cinn., 
and the Bowery, Detroit. 

Appearing Loew’s State, New 
York (week of May 21); Chicago 
Theatre, Chicago (week May 29). 


Holyoke, Mass., Mayor 
Not Kidding About 
Sunday Ban on Shows 


Holyoke, Mass., May 19. 
Mayor Henry J. Toepfert wasn’t 
kidding last week when he told vis- 


iting shows they’d have to clean up 
or shut up. Not only did he order 
vaudeville out on Sundays, but he 
also pinned a $3 fee on jukeboxes 
for those who intend to operate 
them on the Sabbath. By this order 
Holyoke becomes the first western 
Massachusetts community to tax the 
coinographs. 

Toepfert’s order this week was 














tracted for on Sunday (17) but floor 
shows are definitely out. The juke- 
box fee, expected to hit about 200 
machines in the city, is split up into 
$2 for the state and $1 for the city. 
Toepfert was the first mayor here- 
abouts to interpret state statutes on 
music as applying to the boxes. 
Name bands playing to big houses 
in long-empty theatres have been 
very popular here with soldiers 
from Westover field. Valley Arena, 
which had Russ Morgan Sunday 
(17) is among casualties that must 
drop floor shows, 





'Central, Passaic, Goes 


Legit for the Summer 


Passaic, N. J., May 19. 





The Central theatre will abandon 
its band-film policy during the sum- 
|mer in favor of traveling legit. 


Starting tonight (19) with ‘Native 
Son,’ productions will open every 
Tuesday and close Sunday nights, 
with matinees on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, Saturday and Sunday. 

House, which opened last Septem- 
|ber as a straight vauder, pix being 
limited to shorts and newsreels, later 
switched policy and added features. 

Theaire is operated by the Preis- 
kel brothers. 








| SOMERSET’S SOMERSAULT 


| Swank Hotel Now a Training School 
| For Navy Dept. 





| Boston, May 19. 
The lavishly decorated Hotel 
| Somerset is now known as the ‘U.S:S 

Somersault’ with the arrival of 250 
| sailors of the 2,500 to be housed 
‘while they pursue technical studies 
at Wentworth Institute nearby. 

The grand ballroom with its mar- 
ble columns, huge crystal chande- 
liers and gold-trimmed mirrors, has 
been converted into a ship’s salon 
where the men gathered to hear in- 
structions from naval officers. 

In place of the large beds in the 
rooms, double-deck bunks have been 
installed. Otherwise, the resplen- 
|dent furnishings have remained in- 
tact. 





SKATER OPERATED ON 
Boston, May 19 
Lucille LaMarr, skater with Dor- 
othy Lewis’ ice show, currently at 
Copley Plaza here, has been operated 
'on for a recurrence of an old spinal 
She will remain at Peter 





| injury. 
‘Bent Brigham Hospital for four 
weeks. 


Show is continuing one short until 
ja repl rT hoe men? 1s made 


stayed to allow shows already con- | 


Performer’s Death 





7 Saltzman Joins Fischer 


Harry Saltzman, recently; given a 
medica] dischar,e from the Royal 
Canadian Air ‘orce, has joined 
Clifford C. Fischer as a booker of 
acts. 

Saltzman had formerly been asso- 
ciated with Mitty Goldin in revue 


Miami Hotels 
In Drive For 


Summer B'z 


a 


Miami, May 19. 

Under leadership of Walter Jacobs, 
boniface of the Lord Tarleton hotel 
here, hostelry operators above 35th 
street have organized a gold coast 
group which will launch campaign 
to entice summer business. 

Opening shot will be advertising 
campaign in New York and Chicago, 
plugging fact that these hotels are 
outside the sphere of military activ- 
ity and can provide every entertain- 
ment facility for guests without re- 


strictions other than nightly dimout. 
This just means drawing the shades 
in windows facing the ocean. 

Jacobs is retaining small musical 
combo in cocktail room and tossing 
dances several nights weekly. Most 
others are following suit. 


Pug Allie Stolz Sought 








Newark, N. J., May 19. 

Allie Stolz, local lightweight, who 
blew a close decision last Friday 
night to champion Sammy Angott, 
can have his fling at vaudeville any 
time he wishes. 

Ed Sniderman, manager of Proc- 
tor’s, town’s only vaude house, tried 
to grab Stolz up before the fight, 
but the offer was nixed because of 


training regulations. Sniderman is 
now redoubling his efforts to nab 
| Stolz, idea being that the fighter’s 
popularity has soared tremendously 
| since his close scrap with the cham- 
| pion, 








TED LEWIS DATES MIXED 


Oakland Theatre Booking Off After 
Much Heavy Exploitation 


Oakland, Cal., May 19. 
After a week of extra advertising 
and heavy exploitation, the Fox- 
Orpheum suddenly announced that 
|Ted Lewis would not appear for a 
week’s stand and that the bill in- 
| stead would be made up of ‘My 





Favorite Blonde,’ a moveover, and | 


Lady for a Night.’ 

Directly after the announcement 
all officials wrapped themselves in 
cloaks of silence and there was 


great mystery attached to the pro- | 
Lewis is in Seattle doing | 


ceedings. 
a three-week stand. Somebody in 
the booking office got the show dates 
| mixed. 
June 4, 


‘Ice Capades’ 426, L. A. 


Hollywood, May 19. 

Fourth week of ‘Ice Capades of 
1942’ is still a hot attraction at the 
Pan-Pacific auditorium, rolling up 
gross of $42,000 on the sesh. 

Show sticks around for another 10 
days and then moves over to Re- 
public for its second filming. 














Regina’s Midnite Dance Curfew 
Regina, Sask., May 19. 

Dine and dance spots in Regina 

, will be required to stop all dancing 





p-oduction in Par’s, privr to the war. | 


For Newark Vaudeville 


Lewis is due for Oakland on | 


By Smallpox 


Brings Innoculation of 27 AGVA-ites 


| 


The death last Wednesday (13) in 





Portsmouth, N. H., of Joseph Kerns, 
| vaude impersonator, cf smallpox re- 
|sulted in the innoculation of the 27 
|employees in the New York offices 
|of the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists. Kerns had visited the per- 
|formers’ union around May 1, and 
health authorities made the innocu- 
lations as a precautionary measure. 

Period of incubation for the highly 
contagious disease is three weeks, 
Thus far none of the AGVA em- 
ployees has shown any symptoms of 
the ailment. 

Besides the 20 male and seven 
femme employees of AGVA, the 
Health Department also innoculated 
three elevator operators and the 
starter of the building housing the 
AGVA offices. Officials are now also 
attempting to trace any other places 
and people Kerns may have con- 
tacted since the end of April. N. Y¥. 
City, incidentally, hasn’t had a death 
from smallpox in the last 10 years. 

Kerns, a former pugilist, had been 
scheduled for a tour of New Eng- 
land when he was stricken in Ports- 
mouth, He was 42. 








Bloomingdale-Karson 
2-a-Day Vaude Lineup 
All Set for Chi Debut 


Talent lineup of the Alfred Bloom- 
ingdale-Nat Karson two-a-day 
vauder for Chicago is now com- 


pletely set. Show opens at the 
Grand Opera House in the Windy 
City June 10, with Paul Small do- 
ing the booking. 

Besides Joe E. Lewis, Bert Lahr 
and Bert Wheeler as headliners, bill 
will include Frances Faye, Hank 
Ladd, Mary Baye and Naldi, Romo 
Vincent, Lynn, Royce and Vanya, 
The Biltmorettes, Paul Sydell and 
Spotty, Pegleg Bates and Francetta 
Malloy. It’s the most expensive 
two-a-day lineup booked in the cur- 
rent revival. 

Small also has partially lined up 
a straight vaude show for the Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles, also scheduled to 
open June 10. Jack Haley, the De- 
Marcos, who evidently aren’t going 
, into the Ed Wynn show at the N.Y. 
| Alvin, will headline. Small is also 
trying to get George Jessel. 

Biltmore show will go to the Cur- 
ran, San Francisco, and then come 








4 , 

| east, according to Small, around 
| Aug. 15. 

| Harry Weinstein, formerly Abe 


Lyman’s manager, has become Paul 
|Small’s general office manager in 
|N-Y. Emmett Callahan is leaving 
for the Coast next week to become 
|} general manager of the operation 
| there. Also going out is Maurice 
| Golden, who will be stage manager 
lof the Coast two-a-day. 

Charles Washburn, who was the 
last p.a. for the two-a-day Palace in 
N.Y., is handling the press for the 
| Chi vaude venture. 

! 


‘GOV. GREEN CANCELS 
| 1942 ILL. STATE FAIR 








Chicago, May 19. 


Governor Dwight Green of Illinois 
has definitely called off the 1942 
| State Fair. 


Annual affair held at Springfield 
| cancelled due to fact that war trans- 
| portation problems would make it 
unfeasible. Grounds are also being 
used by State Militia and Army for 
training. 

It was first rumored that Fair 
would be moved to Aurora, not far 
from Chicago, but this was tabooed 
by state executive. State will con- 
tinue aid to county fairs. 





73-Year-Old Showboat 
Nitery Detroyed in Fire 


Orange, Texas, May 19. 

Fire Tuesday (12) virtually des- 
troyed here the 73-year-old show- 
boat, the Louisiana Night Spot, val- 
ued at an estimated $50,000. Within 
30 minutes the fire raged from stem 
to stern. 

Boat had been used for several 





| or their premises at 12 o’clock mid- 
|night Saturdays under an amend- | 
| ment which will be made to the city | 


er n 1 


years as a night 2lub across the Sa- 
bine River bridge in Louisiana. Re- 
cently, it wag. s»eved here for the 
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Rainbow Room, St. Regis and Waldorf 
Roofs Belie Blackout Blues in N. Y. 





By ABEL GREEN 


If the Rainbow Room, Hotel St. 
Regis (Viennese Roof) and the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof are any 
criteria, there will be no dimout or 
blackout blues this summer among 
the N. Y. skyscraper niteries, despite 
the recent publicity. The Hotel Astor's 
Roof, where Tommy Dorsey preemed 
last night (Tues.), expects even less 
trouble, that being situated under 
the technical 16th floor, which is the 
current dimout ceiling for tall build- 
ings. 

But the Rockefeller nitery’s 65- 
story-high Rainbow Room is the real 
test. After the first few minutes, one 
doesn’t notice the Venetian blinds. 
The daytime view is still there until 
sundown, which with daylight saving 
time is still quite bright when 8 p.m. 
rolls around. Likewise. Guy Lom- 
bardo, who bowed into the Waldorf’s 
Roof Monday (18), and Paul Sparr 
and Ethel Smith’s band which hold 
forth at the St. Regis, along with 
the more elaborate show at the Rain- 
bow Room, are enjoying excellent 
trade. 


Rainbow Room’s Show 

Carmen Cavallaro is a returner to 
the Rockefeller spot; ditto Adrienne, 
daughter of opera diva Margaret 
Matzenauer, a personality brunet 
who makes a striking appearance on 
the floor and who, in view of her 
musical antecedents, more than 
makes par with a full-range soprano 
and a clearly enunciating diction. 
She does ‘Noche del Rondo‘ (Span- 
ish), ‘The Stars Remain,’ ‘Rub Your 
Lamp’ and ‘A Toi, Mon Coeur’ 
(French). The first two are dandy; 
the latter two slow it up and a re- 
shuffle of sequence should work 
wonders. 

Jack Cole and his expert dancers, 
doubling from ‘Keep ’Em Laughing’ 
at the 44th St., are the hits of the 
show. Working somewhat too hard, 
in view of a previously broken 
“ankle, which is said to be still both- 
ering him, he does look somewhat 
tired, but he’s easily the click of the 
evening. Florence Lessing, Kraft 
Sisters and Anna Austin come back 
in three routines. These range from 
East Indian to Cuban to jitterbug. 
Per usual, Cole’s costuming is a high- 
light, although in the Latin number 
he is a bit too daringly attired. His 
sandals are unique, and would be 
novel for commercial reproduction 
as sports’ wear, which is an idea, 
since Cole is credited with also de- 
signing his own bizarre clothes. In 
this he matches the dancers at the 
Copacabana, as Don Loper - (and 
Maxine Barratt) is also a unique 
self-designer. 

Al Gordon and his standard dog 
act click, and the new rhumba band 
is headed by the Terry Sisters. 
They’re a personality pair, one more 
so, as she does her Latin cooches, 





heading a male Latin sextet. The 
femme rhumba band idea is a RR 
institution now, ever since managing 
director John Roy first brought the 
Velero Sisters in. The Terrys more 
than satisfy. Again Harris Ashburn, 
of the Ashburns, in the companion 
Rainbow Grill, does the emcee chores 
in announcing the proceedings, and 
Dr. Sydney Ross, table magico ex- 
traordinaire, does his stuff with eclat. 


La Vie Parisienne, N. Y. 


Rosita Montenegro, Irene Hilda, 
Fred Roner, Eddie Mayehoff, Julius 
Monks & Rudy Revil; $2.50 mini- 
mum, 











Fickle New Yorkers, who play the 
nitery circuit, have fast discovered 
this very Free Frenchy restaurant on 
East 52d, ex-The Whirling Top. 
Operated by Arthur Lesser, repatri- 
ated American from Paris, it’s in the 
Gallic idiom on food, motif and 
decor, with show to match. Every 


thing about it is ultra except the| 


show which suffers chiefly from 
overlength. 


Rosita Montenegro, wife of Fred 
Lange, foreign film exec for Para- 
mount, is a personality Latin who is 
a bit overemphatic on the good- 
neighbor policy in lyrics, but who 
registers on personality and gen- 
eral charm. Unlike Irene Hilda’s 
penchant for French diseuseing, Miss 
Montenegro features the Spanish 
wordage. Miss Hilda does a Charles 
Trenet tune for the opener, okay; 
even better with a charming French 
waltz tune, but overdoes her stint. 
Fred Roner, magico in the Dr. Gio- 
vanni manner, combines stealing 
wallets, wristwatches, etc., with an 
okay card trick. Eddie Mayehoff, 
with his simpering women satires, 
is best. He emcees and mops up 
with his own impressionistic special- 
ties. Mayehoff, who has_ been 
around, including radio, is about due 
to really impress, given proper show- 
casing. Julius Monks, ex-Ruban 
Bleu and Brevoort Supper Club, does 
the pianolog interludes, paired with 
Rudy Revil. 

Essentially a restaurant, it draws 
‘em in the Continental late-dining 
manner, so that when the first show 
comes on at 10 p.m. they’re still 
in the midst of dinner. 

A highlight of the decor is satiri- 
cal theatrical one-sheets ribbing the 
Nazi influence in Paris. Thus, Sacha 
Guitry is starred in a play, ‘Me, I 
Collaborate’; Otto Abetz, Goering, 
et al, are likewise lampooned. 
There’s a question-mark blank bill- 
ing for Maurice Chevalier whom the 
French-in-America regard as anti- 
Nazi, perhaps, but violently pro- 





Petain. Average check $3. Abel. 





BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(ROOSEVELT HOTEL) 


New Orleans, May 8. 
Del Courtney’s Orch, Cerise Vogue 
Ballet (10), Ted Lester, Bob Wil- 
liams, Mary Jane Dodd, Jack Milton, 
Dick Dildine. . 


A topnotch band and a trio of acts 
feature the new oifering in the 
town’s leading nocturnal rendezvous. 
Del Courtney band predominates, 
but there’s dancing, singing and 
other fare to provide variety. | : 

Courtney's aggregation, making its 
first appearance in this swank spot, 
impresses as a hard-working crew 
which plays music with competence. 
The band strikes an appealing 
medium between sweet and swing, 
although it can give out with plenty 
of brass when the occasion calls for 
it. It is a pleasant orchestra at all 
times, not over-arranged and with a 
good respect for melody. Band also 
gives fine support to the floor acts. 

The Cerise Vogue ballet dancers 
fit in nicely. They feature a number 
of nifty routines, with the ‘shadow 
dance’ as the highlight. The gals are 
lookers with nifty chassis and their 
costumes are colorful and in good 
taste. Mlle. Cerise, leader of the 
troupe, could improve the act by 
eliminating her singing and confine 
herself to the dancing. 

Ted Lester, instrumentalist, missed 
opening show, and Ruth Petty, 
pausing in city en route from Holly- 
wood to New York, subbed for him. 
She is no stranger to patrons of the 
spot. She not only has a voice but an 
ace-high personality and - de- 
livery. she had to beg off. Lester 
had to give up his seat on a New 
Orleans-bound plane to an Army 
officer. He joined the late show and 
garnered nis stiare of the applause 
with his musicianshin, playing on in- 
struments of various sizes. 

Bob Williams and_ his trained 
canine provide the only comedy in 
the lineup. Dog’s a contortionist and 
his antics grabbed plenty of laughs 
and palm-pounding. Liuzza. 


DEL RIO, WASH. 


Washington, May 18. 
Enric Madriguera Orch. 














First to realize just what the pos- 
sibilities would be as a consequence 
of the great influx of folks into 
Washington, Herb Sachs spent con- 
siderable converting a former bank 
building into a dancing-eating place, 
and he’s using name bands to get 
them in. 

Sachs has taken full advantage of 
the high ceilings of his building on 
15th street, in the town’s ‘finance’ 
section, and has a most attractive 
place with a balcony arrangement 
that enhances the whole setup. Ca- 
pacity business is the rule. 

Prior to the war, Washington 
wouldn’t, or couldn't, support a place 
that had a name musical organiza- 
tion. 
local dance combinations, but left 
what visitors the town then had out 
on a limb when it came to a night 
spot on a par with other big eastern 
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I Do 








This 


I Have Asked 


PAUL SMALL 


To Book the Next Show At My 


DIAMOND HORSESHOE 


CABARET 
In New York City 


Because I Consider Him 
the Most Competent Vaudeville Repre- 
sentative Who Has Hit This Business 
In the Last 10 Years. 


BILLY ROSE 

















All of which was nice for the | 








| rope in 1900, was forced to close the 
|} show and join another in Warsaw in 


| country he was a native of Hungary, 


| 
| 


j 


| Chicago, 


|eling on a German passport and 


| 


| alien. 





towns. Sachs in those days - ee 
a popular place on the Bal re- 
Annapolis highway under the same 
name as his present class setup. The 
earlier place burned to the ground 
late one night, with everything, in- 
cluding the musicians’ instruments, 
being destroyed. 

When Sachs first proposed his new 
place he did so with all the wise ones 
pointing thumbs down, but he got 
the place open and got things under 
way with Dick Stabile’s orchestra. 
This was good showmanship, as 
Gracie Barrie, featured singer with 
the band, is very popular hereabouts, 
having appeared for many weeks at 
the local Earle theatre. 

Now Sachs has Enric Madriguera’s 
orchestra, and every phase of Wash- 
ington colorful life is giving the 
place a great play. Marg. 


GLASS HAT, N. Y. 


(BELMONT-PLAZA) 





Moro & Chita, Lucille Johnson, 
Eleanor Eberle, Belmont Balladeers 
with Fritz Weller (12) Yola & Lisa, 
Howard Lally Orch (5), Joe 
Pafumy’s Orch (6); $1.50-$2.75 mini- 
mum, 





With Moro and Chita playing a 
return date in this cozy hotel room, 
current show shapes up as the most 
outstanding one here in many 
months. Constantino Moro, veteran 
Spanish dancer, who previously ran 
here more than 14 weeks, has a new 
‘Chita’ for femme partner and she’s 
possibly his best. Moro and Chita 
(New Acts) hold the featured clos- 
ing spot and actually ‘make’ the 
present show. 

Lucille Johnson, fetching blonde 
balladist, long popular here on pre- 
vious appearances, mixes enough 
classical and pop tunes to click 
nicely. Something was wrong with 
the mike she used, failing to catch 
some of lower tones. Eleanor 
Eberle, twirling tapster, looms as 
potential nightclub material. At- 
tractive features and chassis help 
mightily in overcoming mild rou- 
tines, which are strong on whirls 
and light on tapstering. 

Belmont Balladeers, directed by 
the glee club’s maestro, Fritz Weller, 
continue to go over. Glass Hat’s 
regular colored waiters still feature 
spirituals and popular Negro num- 
bers. Outfit now is in its fifth year 
at the Glass Hat. 

Yola and Lisa, Mexican pianists, 
play the baby grands and sing an odd 
mixture of selections. Each has a 
microphone, but the pianos are too 
far apart. They dimmed out their 
first favorable impression by over- 
staying. Joe Pafumy’s slick combo 
gives out with rhumbas and congas 
for the dancers. Howard Lally’s out- 
fit still plays the show and for 
dancers. Lally’s organization has no 
drummer, and seems to need more 
brass. Wear. 











Antaleks 
continued from page 2 


the permits for his wife, the former 
Tschen Der Dsai, and also for the 
Russian performer, Olga Pedroff. 
The story of the muddled troupers 
is that Antalek, whose grandfather 
founded the Antalek Circus in Eu- 














1932. There he met Tschen. 

He came to the U. S. shortly after 
the bombing of Warsaw. Under Eu- 
ropean law he was a citizen of Aus- 
tria because: that was his father’s 
birthplace but under the laws of this 


his own birthplace. Thus he was not 
considered an enemy alien in the 
U. S. 

Last year he got a call from Ellis 
Island that ‘there is a good-looking 
Chinese girl here who wants to 
marry you.’ Antalek got her release 
on bond and they were married in 
Because he actually was 
a citizen of Austria, which was sub- 
jugated by Germany at the time, 
he was forced to get a German pass- 
port for his Chinese wife from the 
German consul. Thus she became 
an enemy alien. 

The case of the Russian, Miss Ped- 
roff, was that she had married a | 
German citizen in her native land | 
and went to Germany where she di- | 
vorced him. However, when she 
came to this country she was trav- 


— 





Joe Jackson 


Continued from page 46 





Downey’s bike amd administered a 
physical beating to Downey himselg¢ 
out in the alley. 

Another imitator of Jackson was 


Sam Barton, though Barton’s copy 
was chiefly in the tramp costuming, 
Incidentally, Barton died in October, 
1941, under much the same circum. 
stances as Jackson. Barton had just 
completed his first performance, a 
matinee, in ‘It Happens On Ice,’ at 
the Center, N. Y., when he suffered 
a heart attack and died in his dress. 
ing room. 

Jackson made much money in the 
show business, though his salary was 
rarely over $800 a week, but he 
generally refused to do business 
through agents. Whether he didn’t 
like the idea of paying commissions 
is not known, but it was a fact that 
he negotiated most of his bookings 
direct. 

Had Considerable Property 


He had considerable property in- 
vestments at Greenwood Lake, N, Y,, 
and, with the help of his son, Joe 
Jackson, Jr., he had only recently re. 
modeled a large barn into a combina- 
tion dancehall-restaurant at a cost 
of over $25,000. The spot was sched. 
uled to be opened next week, after 
Jackson had completed his Roxy 
date, but the preem is now off in- 
definitely. His son, who flew east for 
his father’s funeral, says he will 
open the place after he completes his 
engagement in ‘Icecapades,’ the arena 
show currently on the Coast. 


Jackson, Sr., taught his son, now 
25, his entire act down to the 
minutest detail. An idea of how close 
the copy is can be gleaned from an 
incident at Radio City Music Hall 
four years ago, when Jackson, Sr., 
permitted his boy to go on for him 
at several shows without the the- 
atre’s management or backstage crew 
perceiving the substitution, Billed as 
Joe Jackson, Jr., the boy has been 
getting as high as $500 in theatres. 
In ‘Icecapades,’ he’s doing the bike 
turn on ice. Like his father, Jackson, 
Jr., doesn’t once utter a word during 
his act. 


It’s recalled that Jackson, Sr., es- 
caped serious injury, and possibly 
death, in 1937 by a strange twist of 
fate. Then playing in Berlin, Jack- 
son had booked passage on the zep- 
pelin Hindenburg in order to make 
a booking at the Radio City Music 
Hall. At the last minute, hcwever, 
the La Scala, Berlin, held him over 
and Jackson couldn’t make the trip. 
He sold his passage to Ben Dova, who 
does a ‘drunk’ turn, and when the 
zep exploded over Lakehurst, N. J., 
Ben Dova had to leap for his life, 
suffering a fractured leg and burns, 


His son is the closest survivor. His 
wife divorced him some 20 years ago. 
There are reports that Jackson mar- 
ried a second time, but his son denies 
that, saying that rumor may be the 
result of an old publicity stunt. 
Jackson, Jr., also maintains his 
father’s age was only 62, although 
some dailies had it as 67, and others 
69. 


Funeral services and burial were 
held Sunday (17) at Warwick, N. Y. 





Joe Landwehr will open his Plan- 
tation Summer Garden, Dallas, May 
29, with Glenn Garr’s band. 


PHIL 
REGAN 


CURRENTLY 
CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 


HELD OVER, SECOND WEEK 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 











Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Caiif. 





thus, too, was technically an enemy 











United States Attorney Louis M. 
Hopping ruled that a Chinese, Rus- 
Sian and a Hungarian could not be 
regarded as German enemy aliens 
and okayed permits for their travels 
with the circus. The Antaleks now 
have a daughter whom they classify 
as ‘a Yankee.’ 





Cappella and Patricia 


“One of the Top Dance Teams of the 
Year.”"—Jack Kofoed, Miami News. 


“Patricia has ene of the most beau- 
tiful wardrobes ever seen at the Roy- 
ale.”"—Marjorie Avery. 


OPENING CHEZ PAREE, MAY 2? 




















FAMOUS APAC 





LUCIENNE and ASHOUR 


‘ THIS WEEK, MAY 21, LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
OPENING JUNE 10th, BILTMORE THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


Personal Management: PAUL SMALL 


HE DANCERS 


























re 





a aS = Vee lUhwOlU 


= Serer SVP Owe Te lee 


—_—o aS — Ve gaw*y 


~~ S ves —_— 2 oe ee oe Lal 


"eos Ste tv 8&8 


wwe 


Wednesday, May 20, 1942 


-_—__ 


VARIETY 


49 








Variety Bills 





WEEK OF MAY 22 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
° show. whether full or split week. 











Loew 


SEW YORK CITY 
= State (20) 
Allen & Kent - 








Gene Krupa Orc 
Allen, Burns & C 
Johnny Woods 


Adrian Retin 3 WASHINGTON 

itty Carlisie 

Pens & Ashour Capitol (22) 

Joe FE Lewis Artie Shaw Orc 
PITTSBURGH Al Bernie 
Stanley (22) Miriam LaVelle 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (20) 
Woody Herman Orc 

Ink Spots 
Wally Brown 
Lane & Ward 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (22) 
Johnny Burke 


5 Herzogs 

Phil Regan 

Mario & Florta 
MIAMI 

Olympia (20-23) 

Robinson & Martin 

Cappy Barra Rova 

Myles Bell & Nan 

Barr & Estes 

Gonzales 3 


RKO 

















BOSTON Don Rice 
Beston (22) Mayris Chaney Co 
Deep River Boys OLUMBUS 


Palace (18-20) 


itzi Green 
ry Carroll's Vanities 


Ann Corio Co 




















WORCESTER 


Plymouth (18-20) 
Russ Morgan Orc 





Joey Adams 
Tony Canzoneri 
Bob Dupont 
Sunny Rice 








Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 


Maggi McNellis 


Ben Marden Riviera 
Freshmen (5) 


Chavez Orc 


Pancho Ore 
Bill Bertolotti'’s 
Lilyan Dell 


Shirl Thomas 


Lynn & Marianne 
Dee Rogers 


Moya Gifford 
Don Sylvio Ore 


Roberto Orc 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Rose Perfect 


Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 


George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 


Frank Sinatra 
Jo Stafford 
Ziggy Elman 
Buddy Rich 
Pied Pipers 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Lucille Johnscn 
Moro & Chita 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 





Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Starlight Roof 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Georges & Jalna 

Marina 
Rose M Lombardo 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hurricane 
Bonnie Baker 
Alan Gale 
3 Guesses 
Garron & Bennett 
Barbara Belmore 
Quintou Orc 
Dennis ure 
Ieeland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Libby & Betty 
Nola Day 
Colette & Deane 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Kestaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll Ore 


Jimmy Kelly’s 


Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 

Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 





Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompsena 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Lenore Lemmon 
Eddie Lane 
Jerry Blanchard 
Fhadrach Boys 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Chiquita Venezia 
Bill Glass Ore 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 
Rainbow Gril) 
Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 
Ruinbow. Room 
Jack Cole Co 
Adrienne 
Al Gordon Co 
Terry Sis 
Cavallaro Ore 
Ruban Bieu 
Leonard Elliott 
Mabel Mercer 
Delta Rhythm B's 
Herman Chittison 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 





Fredricas 
Leonora Co-eds 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Reom) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 
(National Roem) 
J Dominguez Ore 
Annette Henry 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Oro 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 
Yin Daley 
Tean Monti! 
Sally Harris 


Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Lee Noble 
Anne T White 
Walter Boag 
Irwin Polk 
Dr H Armansk!i 
Hotel Lenox 
Rob Hardy Ore 
Annette Leonard 
Dave Foreman 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Reof) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Maurice & Cordoba 
John P Models 
George Hale Rev 
Hotel Sheraton 














NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


HILLS, CAL. 


























(Sheraton Sky 
Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 


Hotel Statier 
(Terrace Koom) 
Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 


Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 
Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 
Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglass 
Helen Shepard 

Ken 
Red Allen Orc 
J C Higgenbotham 
Broadway Al 
Underwood & 

Underwood 

Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Carol King 
Wen Hai Troupe 
Jerri Taps 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Sara Anne McCabe 
Kamarava Ballet 
Kay Doyle 

(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Sara La Platta 


Rio Casino 


George Harris Ore 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 

Coley Worth 
Marsha Ray 

Evelyn Taylor 
Arthur Blake 
Buster Keim Rev 


(Garden Lounge) 
Marjorie Garrettson 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Reom) 


Lew Conrad Ore 
Ada Gonzales Trio 
Dorothy Deering 
Doris Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Eivez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Robert & Joan 
Co 

Bunny Berigan Orc 

Tremont Plaza 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Del Kay 
Cansino & Cortez 
Eight Lucky Girls 
Kurtis . Marionettes 
Elgins 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Myron Ryan 
Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Marya Manley 
llona de Bournat 
Freddie's Cafs 
Daro & Corda 
Merry Maids 
Fred Roner _ 
Eadie Barnes 
Al Lackey Orc 


Gourmet Club 
Roya! Hawalians O 
Hotel Allerton 
Henry Pildner Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 

Jacquelina 

Hote! Cleveland 
Joseph Sudy’s Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 


Poison Gardner 
Coraili 
Hotel Hollenden 
Sylvia & Froos 
Talia 
Don Baldon 
Sammy Watkins O 
Katherine Hujt 
Vicki Nevada 
Hotel Statler 
Clint Noble Ore 
La Conga Club 
F Hernandez Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Joel Canduillo Ore 
Sue Sanders 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Howard Le Roy Or 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Sammy Morris 
Roberta 


Hollie LaVelle 





Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadlillac Hote! 
‘Book Casine) 
Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen ‘re 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz (4) 
Bowery 
Senor Wences 
Harry Jarkey 
Wilma Novak 
2 Novelios 
Francita 
Don Arden Dane 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlis‘te 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Seymour Hoffman 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 
Casanova 
Irene Bender 
Beth Farrell 
Dr. Martin 
Jessica Garwood 
Herman Ziehl 
Lee Walters Ore 
Club Congo 
Congoettes 


Theresa Rudolph 
Iron Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Olde Wayne Club 


Howard Benedict O 
Jack London 


Paim Beach 


Pat Patterson 
Beatrice Gardner Gs 
Don Pablo Ore 
Elaine Barrett 
Floretta & Boyette 
Penobscot Club 
Patricia Willis 
R MacDonald 
Paula Drake 
Jimmy Clark 
Carroll & Gorman 
Linda Carroll 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
Huck’s Redford ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Collette Lyons 
Manor & Mignon 
C Ray Smith 
Christine, Forsythe 
Faber Dancers 
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Ken Murray Blue Barron Ore Cafe Soclety eer . Seen wef ay egg Herma Lacere Jitterbugs Clark & Bailey 
Morton Downey Billy Gilbert (Village) Betty Brewer La Conga Arcadi Stoyanovsky | 4™baesader Hotel Graemere Hotel Sahji Seaakia Genniee 
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Morris Gest, Colorful Showman, 
Dies Suddenly in N. Y. Hospital at 61 


Morris Gest, 61, who for a long 
period was among Broadway’s most 
colorful showmen, died suddenly in 
the Midtown hospital, N.Y., Saturday 
(16) where he was taken with pneu- 
monia a few days previously. It was 
believed he was in fair condition, 


but a sudden heart attack caused 
death. News of his passing was a 
shock to those who frequently’ 


chatted with Gest on his daily visits 
to the theatre district. 

Gest’s penchant for producing spec- 
tacles placed him among the leading 
managers, while his flair for pub- 
licity was equal if not superior to 
other colorful showmen, even though 
he engaged some high pressure press 
agents. In comparison, -his former 
partner, F. Ray Comstock, was sub- 
dued. 

For the past 10 years Gest was 
virtually inactive on Broadway, 
partly because of illness. For a time 
h2 was under treatment in a Sani- 
tarium but made a partial come- 
back and handled the Midget Village 
at the World’s Fair. His last legit 
production was a Chinese play, ‘Lady 
Precious Stream,’ in 1936. It was a 
flop. 

That show was puny compared to 
such major productions as ‘Chu Chin 
Chow,’ one of his and Comstock’s 
sock successes and most of the 50 
odd shows which they put on. ‘The 
Miracle,’ produced with reams of 
publicity at the Century (razed), in 
1924, was rated his top production 
effort, but it broke Gest, even though 
h» had the patronage of the late Otto 
H. Kahn. How much money he bor- 
rowed from the banker was never 
revealed, but Gest is known to have 
gotten financial support from Kahn, 
even when the latter was abroad, by 
telephone appeal. Stated with au- 
thority that Kahn never lost money 
in Gest’s attractions, but really 
profited. Financier had 25% of 
‘Chu,’ which is said to have earned 
more than $2,000,000. 


‘Miracle’s’ $600,000 Loss 


For ‘The Miracle’ Gest made over 
the interior of the Century so that 
it resembled a church. This led to 
a long series of arguments with the 
Shuberts, and although on friendly 
terms with Lee, he never made up 
with J.J. Max Reinhardt, who staged 
the spec abroad, also directed it here, 
and Princess Matchabelli, Lady 
Diana Manners and Rosamond Pin- 
chot were seen in the title part at 
various times. Four years later, 
revived for the road, ‘The Miracle’ 
ended and there was no money to 
pay off the actors. Gest went into 
bankruptcy, owing $600,000, it having 
been claimed that the show cost 
slightly more than that to produce. 

Gest came to the U. S. from Rus- 
sia before he was 10, starting work 
around theatres in Boston, then later 
gravitating to Broadway. In his 
younger days he became a protege 
of Willie Hammerstein and had the 
ticket concession in the lobby and 
on the pavement of the former 
victoria, historic vaudeville theatre 
at 42nd and Broadway. It was his 
knowledge of the ticket business that 
made him popular among boxoffice 
men. He used to tell treasurers to 
make money for themselves; in fact, 





Gest Bioged 


Two days before he entered 
the hospital in New York where 
he died Saturday (16), Morris 
Gest’s biography was completed 
by Oliver,M. Sayler and Marjorie 
Barkentin, and he _ celebrated 
with them at Sardi’s restaurant, 

-N. Y. Book is called ‘Only in 
America.’ 

Gest’s unexpected death upset 
plans for its publication. Script 
has not yet reached the printer, 
and when it will be published 
will be decided by his widow. 











distinct flop.. One of the reviewers 
suggested that the actors should wear 
numbers on their backs like foot- 
ball players, all wearing beards and 
not easily being identified. 
Comstock & Gest 
Comstock & Gest headquartered 
at the little Princess theatre on 39th 
street Qater called Labor Stage), 
now in the discard. While Gest 
was handling mammoth productions 
in other spots, Comstoek presented 
intimate musicals at $5.50 and $6.60 
top at the Princess, those shows m- 
cluding ‘Very Good Eddie,’ ‘Oh Boy’ 
and ‘Oh Lady, Lady.’ Comstock has 
been in retirement for some time. 
Their first real hit, with the late 
William Elliott, who was wed to Be- 
lasco’s eldest daughter, was ‘Expe- 
rience,’ a morality play which start- 
ed mildly and built into a smash. 
Among their major productions later 
were ‘Aphrodite,’ ‘Mecca’ and ‘The 
Wanderer.’ He brought over from 
Europe a Russian ballet, which was 
presented with Gertrude Hoffman on 





the directional end. 

With David Belasco, Gest pre- 
|sented the Freiburg ‘Passion Play’ 
|at the Hippodrome (razed), interior 
|of which he also made over to re- 
|semble a church. One of his finale 
productions was ‘Wonderbar,’ shown 
at the 44th Street roof with Al Jol- 
'son. Gest also had to his credit the 
|presentation of Eleanor Duse, Ital- 
ian star, rating her acting and draw 
so highly that she was spotted in 
|the Century. 

Surviving are his widow, Reine 
Gest, daughter of Belasco; two broth- 
ers, Sam and Simeon, and two sis- 
ters. He managed to get his family 
out of Russia and then Germany be- 
fore the wave of anti-Semitism. 

Impressive funeral services, at- 
tended by notables, were held at 





Central Synagogue Monday (18) 
morning, it being the same edifice 
ifrom which David Belasco was 


buried. Mention of the latter was 
made by Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, who 
said the names of the two showmen 
were linked. Among the mourners 
| were critics, fellow managers and 
| Several midgets, a type of perform- 
er whom Gest always favored. 
Burial was in the Belasco mauso- 
leum, Linden Hills, Maspeth, L. I. 
| Pallbearers: Gilbert Miller, Lee Shu- 
i bert, James J. Walker, Harry Hersh- 
| field, James A. Farley, Alfred J. 
| McCosker, Marcus Heiman, Arthur 
| Hopkins, Charles M. Richter, Daniel 
|G Tenney, Frank Crowinshield. 


Mrs. Gest followed the casket, sup- | 


ported by Ben Roeder, who was Be- 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Free and Equal’— John 





Golden, 

‘Star and Garter’ — Michael 
Todd. 

‘Comes The Revelation’ — 


Chanin, Karlan. 

‘All The Comforts of Home’ 
(revival)—Edith Ringling, Mollie 
Steinberg. 











‘MOON’ FOLDING 
CRITICS FAULT? 


‘The Moon Is Down,’ much-com- 
mented-upon anti-Nazi drama _ by 
John Steinbeck, will close at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y., Saturday (23), at 
which time it will have played seven 
weeks. Oscar Serlin, who produced 
the play, announced: ‘Public inter- 
est, huge before the opening and 
large even after the mixed notices 
appeared, finally withered under the 
repeated blasting of those critics who 
did not like the play.’ 7 

Picture rights were sold for $300,- 
000 to 20th-Fox soon after ‘Mdon’ 
operied, and Serlin saw no reason to 
continue the play, which he claims 
is, expensive to operate. Starting 
gross was around $17,000, which vir- 
tually topped the straight plays, but 
has been steadily slipping, and last 
week dropped to a little over $11,500, 
considered moderately good for a 
drama. Known that theatre parties, 
booked before opening on _ the 
strength of the Steinbeck book’s wide 
sale, considerably helped the play’s 
original business. 

‘The Walking Gentleman’ suddenly 
stopped Tuesday (12) last week at 
the Belasco after playing six per- 
formances. That drama also drew 
mixed notices and its backers de- 
cided the chances of getting across 
were too slim, as indicated by eat- 
tendance after the debut. 


WAR SHORTAGES CANCEL 
BUCKS COUNTY SEASON 


Because of gasoline rationing and 
tire restrictions, the strawhat season 
at the Bucks County theatre, New 
Hope, Pa., has been indefinitely 
postponed by Theron Bamberger, 
who was to have operated the spot 
or his own this summer. 

With plans dependent on modifica- 
tion of the Government’s gas and 
tire regulations, it’s figured the poste 
ponement amounts to outright can- 
cellation. Bucks County theatre, pre- 
viously operated by Bamberger and 
Kenyon Nicholson, had become one 
of the key stands in the strawhat 
circuit. 




















Hammerstein Back at Spa 

Saratoga Springs, N. Y., May 19. 

Ted Hammerstein, New York pro- 
ducer and director, who operated the 
Spa theatre here last summer, has 
announced that he will return this 
year. Hammerstein conferred with 
| officials at the Spa May 14. 

He said the gasoline situation was 
| discussed and that the Spa has prom- 
ised full cooperation in getting 
patrons to the theatre. The Hammer- 





he didn’t care to have them with his | lasco’s general manager, and Beth|stein Players played seven weeks 


‘Chauve-Souris’ 

He made trips abroad annually 
and his importations not only at- 
tracted wide attention but were 
mostly money makers. In Paris he 
Saw ‘Chauve-Souris,”’ a Russian 
vaudeville troupe, which he brought 


to Broadway with the late Nikita 
Balieff, bald conferencier whose 
twinkling eyes and dry humor 


brought many laughs. 

The first ‘Souris’ was presented at 
the 49th Street (razed) in 1922. It 
was moved to the Century Roof in 
the summer of the same year and, 
with some changes, scored strongest 
there. During following seasons the 
Russian troupe was shown at the 
Cosmopolitan (Columbus Circle), 
Jolson’s and the Ambassador. Fea- 
ture of all ‘Souris’ bills was ‘Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers’ (pronounced 
‘vooden’ by Balieff), which still has 
@ measure of popularity. It’s now a 
standard with m.c. Emile Boreo who 
first introduced it in ‘Chauve-Souris.’ 

Gest also brought over the Mos- 
cow Art Theatre, which was shown 
at the then popular Jolson’s. There 
was a careful buildup which im- 
pressed the critics, although few, if 
any, were. familiar with the Russian 
language. First season the Moscow 
outfit made $225,000, but went into 
the red the second year. More re- 
cently when a Russian outfit was of- 
fered over here, the venture was a 


Merrill. 





Bickford in ‘Jason’ 





Return from Hollywood of Charles 
Bickford for the apparent purpose 


of appearing in ‘Jason’ caused com- | 


ment among actors, because the play 
closed on Broadway and his appear- 
ances will be in neighborhood spots 
at pop prices. J. J. Leventhal has 


|the rights for such showings in his | 


|‘Atlantic Coast Circuit.’ 

| Bickford is said to have his sav- 
jings tied up in gas stations and 
| horses, it being indicated that he 
| welcomed the summer job. Since 
| coming east he also has had-one or 
two radio guest engagements. 





Westboro Cancels 
Westboro, Mass., May 19. 
Town Hall playhouse, Westboro, 


| has joined the list of strawhats can- | 


| celling their summer plans because 
|of the gasoline and tire restrictions. 
| Theatre was to have been operated 
| by Edna Holstrom during the ab- 
sence of Alan Gray Holmes. 

Latter is a Private serving as tech- 
nical director of the theatre section 
in the Army, serving at Ft. Hancock, 

IN. J. 


Strictly for the Nabes: 


here last year. 





L’ville’s Sked and Players 
Louisville, May 19. 


set and will open July 6. Frederick 


de Cordova, producing director, has 
| National, Wash. (20-30). 
the six operettas, which will be pre- | 

' 


announced his list of principals for 


sented through Aug. 10. 

Leads in the ‘Vagabond King’ and 
‘Sweethearts,’ first two productions, 
| will be Nancy McCord, prima of past 
seasons, and Bob Lawrence, leading 
tenor with the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera. Jack Shehan, Vicki Cum- 
mings, Helen Raymond and Billy 
Kent will also handle roles. Leads in 
the third show, ‘No, No, Nanette,’ are 
to be Marie. Nash and Vicki Cum- 
mings, with Sheehan and Nina 
Olivette heading the comic contin- 
gent. Performers in ‘Blossom Time’ 
are slated to be Edward Roecker, 
Frank Hornaday, Martha Errolle 
and Dorothy Sandlin. Joan Roberts 
| will have the title role in ‘Naughty 
| Marietta,’ opposite the nale lead of 
|Frank Hornaday. Nina Olivette, 
| Billy Sully and Rolfe Sedan will 
handle the comedy. Martha Errolle 
,; and Edward Roecker will have the 
| lead roles in ‘Rose Marie,’ the sea- 
son’s closer. Premier danseuse will 








| be Hortense Kahrklin. 


| 


Fifth season of summer shows at | 
Iroquois Amphitheatre is definitely | 
} mount, Asbury Park, N. J. (23-24). 








Inside Stuff—Legit 4 


John Golden, who is bringing back ‘Claudia’ to Broadway, starting Sun. 
day (24) at the 1,520-seat St. James, claims he cannot make any coin at 
the scale, $1.65 top. Show bettered a year’s run at the limited capacity 
Booth and has been faring exceliently in the eastern keys since going on 
tour early in the spring. Gross weekly at the scale can be around $9,599 
if capacity is drawn. There will be no cutting of the operating expense, 
and it is stated that the royalty alone will approximate $1,000. ‘Claudia’ 
repeat date will be limited, show jumping to San Francisco, where it js 
due to open July 6. Known that several managers squawked to Golden 
for bringing back a show that had a $3.30 top and cutting the prices in 


half. 

Chicago ‘Claudia’ closed in Detroit Saturday (16). During the Loop 
run it grossed $16,999 one week, the booking contract calling for a change 
of terms at $17,000. which would have meant an additional $650 to the 
show's sh¥f®. Golden wrote Lee Shubert that other showmen agreed 
with him that the play should have gotten the extra percentage. Shubert 
sent Golden a check, but wrote he didn’t think it was coming to him. 
Golden thefeupon returned the check with a note to the effect that Shu- 
bert could keep the money if he felt that way about it. That ended the 
matter. 








While ‘the Maryland and Ford's, Baltimore’s two legiters, have been 
acquired by film exhibitors, indications are that the stand will play shows 
next season. United Booking Office, which supplied Ford's, is negotiat- 
ing with Morris Mechanic, the new owner, for next season, with UBO 
planning to secure another spot there if the deal is not consummated, 
Maryland is the independent house and, according to present plans, will 
continue to book shows. although a summer change of policy is likely. 

Curiously, Baltimore has supported two legit theatres for years, whereas 
nearby Washington, jammed with war workers, has but one, the National, 
There is a proposal to use the Belasco for shows next season, Gilbert 
Miller being interested. House is used for Government records, but Mil- 
ler suggested he put up a building for that purpose so that the Belasco 
can revert to road shows. 





All the leads and some of the lesser players in ‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial, 
N. Y., have been signed up for next season, the musical being slated to 
play through the summer on Broadway. Several principals requested a 
month’s layoff during summer, but the engagement will continue with- 
out interruption unless attendance drops up to August. Before he left 
for Hollywood last week, Vinton Freedley, who produced ‘Face It,’ said 
any layoff was only provisional. 

Soon after it was known that the leads were contracted for next sea- 
son, a picture firm announced that Danny Kaye had been signed for 
Hollywood. Understood, however, that Kaye, starred, would not report 
on the Coast until the show’s tour is completed. Tour’s start naturally 
depends on the N. Y. b. o. 





There is little chance that ‘Banjo Eyes,’ which stopped suddenly at 
Warners Hollywood, N. Y., when Eddie Cantor was taken ill, will relight 
on Broadway or be toured next season. Production is still in the thea- 
tre, no acceptable bids for it having been obtained. 

Virtually decided to cart the settings to a dump and burned. Only 
salvageable parts of ‘Banjo’ are the costumes, electrical effects and some 
props. When show closed it had earned back $60,000 of the production 
nut, leaving it in the red for approximately $100,000. 


Couple of switches among company managers of plays opening this 
week were made last week. Joe Moss, who was back with ‘The Strings 
My Lord Are False,’ which opens at the Royale, N. Y., changed to ‘Uncle 
Harry,’ due tonight at the Broadhurst, houses being almost back to back. 

Edward Choate, who is presenting ‘Strings’ with Alexander Kirkland 
and John Sheppard, Jr., is also the Royale house manager, a recent as- 
signment. Sheppard stepped into the production and, after the play 
started rehearsals, is said to have supplied additional coin needed. 





Herman Bernstein has been named g.m. for Howard Lindsay and Rus- 
sell Crouse, whose ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is current at the Fulton, N. Y. 
Danny Melnick, show’s company manager, had been doubling as g.m. 
since departure of Carl Fisher for the Army. 





Bernard Simon, p.a. for John Golden, claims to have received letters 
because his name was inadvertently left out of the list of agents for the 
Stage Door Canteen, writers wanting to know why. He recently became 
the father of a son and avers that didn’t keep him off the job. 





In the ‘Variety’ review last week of Dwight Deere Wiman’s production 
of ‘All’s Fair,’ the cast credits erroneously listed Margaret Bannerman 
as the mother of ‘Sapiens,’ part played by Ray Bolger. The role is being 
performed by Bertha Belmore. 








‘Jason’—Flatbush, B’klyn (20-24); 
Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. (26-30). 

‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—Geary, 
S. F. (20-30). 

‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)—Music 
Box, H’wood (20-30). 

‘Macbeth’—Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(20): Hanna, Cleve. (21-23); Forrest, 
Phila. (25-30). 

‘Music in the Air’—Philharmonic 
Aud., L. A, (25-30). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.) 


Current Road Shows 


(May 20-30) 





‘All’s Fair’—Shubert, 
30). 


‘All the Comforts of Home’—Para- 


Boston (20- 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)—| 


‘Bitter Sweet’—Philharmonic Aud., Har- 


L. A. (20-23). ris, Chi, (20-30). 
Blackstone (magician) — Royal ‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Nixon, 
Alexandra, Toronto (25-27). Pitt. (20-23); Community, Hershey, 


Pa. (25); Rajah, Reading, Pa. (26); 
Playhouse, Wilmington (27); Metro- 
politan, Providence (28); Klein Aud., 
Bushnell Aud, 


‘Blithe Spirit’ 
Chi, (20-23). 
’Cafe Crown’—Flathush, B’klyn 


(2d Co.)—Selwyn, 


Bridgeport (29); 
(26-30). 
30) pe Hartford (30). 
‘Candle in the Wind’—Michigan,| 44; ’—Central, Passaic, N 
Lansing, Mich. (20); Temple, Sag- gt thee altar ark, 


J. (20-24); Pa.amount, Asbury Park, 
N. J. (25-30). 


‘Pal Joey’—Central, Passaic, N. J. 
(26-30). 


‘Springtime for Henry’—Lafayetle, 
Detroit (20-30). 
‘Theatre’—Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 


inaw, Mich. (21); Palace, Flint (22), 
Michigan, Ann Arbor (23); Hanna, 
Cleve. (25-27); Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (28); 
Colonial, Akron (29); Park, Youngs- 
town (30). 

‘Claudia’—Wilbur, Boston (20-23). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Colonial, Boston 
(20-30). 


(20-24). 
‘Fe ° Bri a 
ree and Equal’—Erie, Schenec ‘Vagabond King’—Curran, S. F. 
tady, N. Y. (30). (20-23) 
‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, en — 
Chi. (20-30). ‘Watch on the Rhine’—Gran 


‘High Kickers’—Erlanger, Chi (20- | Opera House, Chi. (20-23). 





— 
30). ‘Without Love’—Taft Aud., Cincy 

‘Hit the Deck’—-Curran, S. F. (25-| (20-23); Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y- 
30). (25-30). 
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Angels Stil Flying 





Whatever the season’s production weaknesses, managerial deficien- 
cies and playwrighting mediocrities, there is no paucity of backers. 
They seem to spring from nowhere and not infrequently the angels 
declare in after being invited to a run-through of the play. 

That explains changes in the producer setups of a number of shows, 
particularly those which opened since the first of the year. Such addi- 
tions came just before or right after the plays started rehearsals. Not 
all those participating in production financing are exactly newcomers 
to show business, being occasionally mentioned in connection with 
independent ventures, but very few have come gut in the long end 
and it is indicated they mostly are take-a-chance guys. 





Legit Mors. Huddle 


on Next Season's 


Scenic and Transportation Problems 


Meeting of Emergency Council of 
The Legitimate Theatre was held last 
week, when materials for next sea- 
son’s productions, theatre mainte- 
nance and transportation were dis- 
cussed in relation to priorities. It 
was agreed that metals are the most 
vital commodities needed. Show- 
men, representatives of various the- 
atre unions and production supply 
men were present and were ac- 
quainted with a summary of volum- 
inous correspondence on priorities 
amassed by James F. Reilly, secre- 
tary of the League of New York 
Theatres, who has been contacting 
Washington. 

It was suggested that if the move- 
ment of touring shows is retarded 
next season, it might be well to make 
advance preparations. It is antici- 
pated that while players may be able 
to make jumps on schedule, baggage 
ears hauling settings are likely to be 
side-tracked because of movements 
of troops and war materials. Pro- 
posed that some, if not all, out-of- 
town theatres have one interior and 
an exterior scene on hand, so that 
performances can be given. Some 
plan to travel scenery from one stand 
to another in an emergency may be 
worked out. 


Clearly indicated that railway ac- 
commodations will be materially 
changed or curtailed. With men in 
uniform given preference, it is likely 
to be difficult to secure sleeping ac- 
commodations, so that the require- 
ments for overnight travel will be 
revised. Equity is expected to in- 
form actors that the rules will be 





changed for the duration. Same 
goes for the stagehands and musi- | 
cians. There has already been cur- | 
tailment of Pullmans. 

When production and travel re- 
quirements are placed on paper, the | 
data will be put before the various 
bureaus in Washington handling pri- 
orities, transportation and other re- | 
lated wartime activities. 





‘BLOSSOM TIME’ ENDS 
SEASON WITH 406 NET 





‘ ° , 

Blossom Time,’ one of the least 
costly operettas, closed a 34-week | 
season at the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 


Saturday (16), nearest stand to New 
York it has 


shown since the Shu- 
berts started yanking it from the 
storehouse for trouping. Though it | 


dates back 21 years, the show netted | 
& profit of approximately $40,000 on 
the past season, 


and, despite stage inadequacies, it 
Clicked. It’s proved a sort of gold 
mine for the management ever since. 





Switching Femmes 


Hollywood, May 19. 


Joy Hodges is replacing Rosemary 
Lane May 31 in George Abbott's 
Broadway production of ‘Best Foot 
Forward,’ when the film-legit player 
quits the show to be near her hus- 
band, Buddy Westmore, who’s now 
in the Coast Guard. 

Miss Lane will resume her pic- 
ture work after having been in the 
Broadway musical since the fall. She 


— Westmore were wed early in 





lance should be the ninth time. 


| claim. 





| 





he show’s run. 





Ella Logan Quitting ‘Fun’ 


Ella Logan will withdraw from 
‘Sons O‘ Fun,’ Winter Garden, N. Y., 
next week and, as Carmen Miranda 
recently left the show, Olsen and 
Johnson lose their chief supporting 
femme names. Since the Brazilian 
warbler stepped out, Miss Logan has 
been handling ‘Manuelo,’ known as 
the rooster song. Another Miranda 
ditty was dropped and she was not 
replaced. 

Another songstress will be en- 
gaged to replace Miss Logan, but 
none has yet been selected. 








Chi ‘Angel’ Folds When 


Sylvia Sidney Nixes Cut; 
Victor Jory’s Trib Pan 





Closing of the Chicago ‘Angel 
Street’? company was attended by 
some cast disaffection when the 
management aimed to reduce oper- 
ating expenses by cutting salaries. 
Sylvia Sidney, whose contract called 
for $1,000 as against a percentage, is 
reported to have refused a 20% slice, 
but later, after the closing notice 
was posted, is said to have changed 
her mind. Management, however, 
decided jit was too late. Production 
is still in Chicago, where the show 
may reopen in the fall, although 
midwestern dates have been booked. 

Miss Sidney claims she is entitled 
to a percentage of the ninth per- 
formance, which is additional to the 
Equity regulation eight times week- 
ly. Actress contends that the share 


takings, while the management ar- 
gues that Sunday night’s perform- 

Mat- 
ter is on file at Equity for arbitra- 
tion, with the association’s legal de- 
partment supporting Miss Sidney’s 
Stated it would make a dif- 
ference of more than $200 on some 


| weeks of the Loop engagement. 


‘Angel’ got off to an unlucky start 
throught an off-stage incident, in 
which Victor Jory of the cast was 
chief participant. 
meller opened he spoke at a local 
drama club luncheon, being highly 


critical of the Chi Tribune and its 
| isolationist policy. Result was that 
‘Angel’ got no further publicity in 


that daily. 


While the Chi company’s business | 


was disappointing, the N. Y. outfit is 
turning a weekly profit ree 


at 


: | Golden, where it is in the 24th week 
: Blossom’ was originally presented 
at the Ambassador, N. Y., in 1921 | 


‘New’ Faces for. St. Louis 


St. Louis, May 19. 

Plenty of new faces will be seen 
during the forthcoming season at the 
Municipal Theatre Assn.’s al fresco 
playhouse in Forest Park, starting 
June 4. Included are three song- 
birds, Natalie Bodanya, Martha Er- 
rolle and Lorraine; Edward Roeck- 
ner, Jose Ferrer, Teddy Hart, Col- 
lette Lyons, Virginia Bolen, Erik 
Rhodes, Sue Ryan, Marie Austin, 
Willie Shore and William Sully. 

Other mewcomers include the 
dance team of Cabot and Dresden; 
Robert Field, singing juve; Rose 
Kessner, character actress; Frederic 





Tozere, dramatic actor; Tommy Won- |! 
ing 


der, terpsing juve, and Jeanne Hem- 
ple, a native, for understudy work 


CK COMEBACK 





FAS AATIONING 
CUES OPTIMISN 


Fewer Strawhats Through 
Less Motoring May Bring 
About Return of Now 
Practically Extinct Legit 
Setup—W ould Be Possibly 
All-Year Round 








HELP JOB SITUATION 





With motoring to be reduced to a 
minimum along the eastern seaboard 
because of gas rationing, there is a 
trend to present summer stock in 
cities, particularly where: communi- 
ties are occupied with war works. 
Actors’ circles consider that the 
switch from the country may presage 
the revival of stock on an all-year 
basis, which would mean opening up 
of jobs that were wiped out when 
resident companies. abruptly disap- 
peared. 

Indicated that the sharp reduction 
in strawhats will mean an unexpect- 
ed hardship to any number of play- 
ers who seasonally have looked for- 
ward to the strawhats as surcease 
from job-hunting on Broadway. 
However, if city stock develops, as 
seems likely, they will be more than 
compensated for the expected dearth 
of summer country engagements. 


Uncertainty as to opening this 
season has led a number of hideaway 
managers to speculate on later start- 
ing dates, if and when. Up to early 


| this week only a dozen stock show- 


men had signed up with Equity. 
Three are open-air, St. Louis, Louis- 
ville and Memphis, which are for 
operetta revival presentations. Sum- 
mer stock spots expected to operate 
include Ivoryton, Conn.; Saratoga, 
N. Y.; Springfield, Mass.; Olney, Md.; 
Cape May, N. J.; Peterborough, N. 
H.; Pawling, N. Y.; Lake Pleasant, 
N. Y.; Sherwood, Wis. 

Fitchburg and Cambridge, Mass., 
were the first to light up, having 
opened last week. Dennis, Mass.; 
Skowhegan, Me., and Ogunquit, Me., 
are now reported probably opening 
but, like most others, their manage- 





Day before the | 


| York Theatres 


| First 


ments are watching transportation 
developments, 

Perhaps the test spot for city stock 
will be Springfield, Mass. Venture 


are | has been subsidized by a civie group | 
|should apply to the Saturday night | for 10 weeks, net profits going to the 
| Navy Relief Fund. 


A local bank is 
handling the finances and made the 
guarantees. Actors will be on mini- 
mum salaries 


-MGRS., STAGEHANDS NOT |: 
YET IN AGREEMENT 


New contract between the New 
York legit managers and stagehands 
union is still held up, factions failing 
to come to agreement at a confab 
following the concession of a wage | 
increase of around 8%. The tilt, 


however, became effective Saturday 
(16), being advised to pay 
the increase by the League of New 
Still to be 


the boost shall 


theatres 


ironed 


out is whether be 


i made retroactive to Feb. 1, when the 
| old 


contract technically expired. 
The matter of shop pay aiso has not 
been settled. Both issues are to be 
considered again next week, 


Internal differences in the stage- 
hands union (Local No. 1) cropped 
up at the recent annual election. 
reported that the business 
agents Solly Pernick and Vincent 
Jacoby were re-elected by narrow 
margins. That applied only to the 
latter, Pernick having run ahead of 
the ticket. 

Defeat of James J. Brennan as 
chairman of trustees appears to have 
come about through a misunder- 
standing. Word got around that a 
disputed decision was made by the 





IATSE vice-president, but he had 
nothing to do with the case, involv- 
the dismissal of an electrician 
with ‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum 
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Bway Legit Biz Continues to Shrink: 
Gas, Tire Shortages, Plus Dimout, 
Keeping Out-of-State Visitors Away 





GAS-TIRE CASUALTY 


Also the War Kayoes Theatre of 
‘The Fifteen’ Group 








Hendersonville, S. C., May 17. 
No gas, no tires, and loss of 
younger players to the service has 
put out of the picture for this sum- 
mer ‘The Fifteen’ playing at the Old 
Mill Playhouse here. Recent death 
of the group’s president, James Crow, 
added to the decision to disband. 
Fifteen had a good season here last 
summer and has been playing Miami 
for past three winters. Juvenile 
Willard Thompson headed for the 
Air Corps and Vaughn Baggerly, 
bus. mgr. and assistant director, 
called for Army. 
Most femme members of coopera- 
tive group, which originated in Cali- 
fornia, headed back to the Coast. 


Schwartz’s Yiddish 
Troupe Is Big Click 
In Buenos Aires Rep 


Buenos Aires, May 12. 


Although transportation and war 
have sharply reduced the number of 
musie stars coming to South America 
and stopped large companies alto- 
gether, U. S. actors in the Yiddish 
theatre in Buenos Aires are current- 
ly offering unusual example of b.o. 
draw. Case in point is Maurice 
Schwartz, director of the Yiddish Art 
Theatre of New York, currently here 
for his second tour. Schwartz, who 
arrived in March and remains until 
the end of June, has already put on 
three works and has four others in 
preparation. Only he and his impre- 
sario, Dr. Charles W. Groll, came 
down from the States, but Schwartz 
is using scripts prepared in New 
York, and he’s brought with him cos- 
tumes and lights. Managed to run 
up grosses which, while not up to 
those of Manhattan, are amazing for 
here. 


The Yiddish 








theatre in Buenos 





Aires now has four houses operating 
during the season, but Schwartz has 
not sought to get a Yiddish audience 
exclusively, but has extended his 


draw to the general audience. Asa 
result, he claims that at least 40% 
are non-Yiddish. 

Works here with actors from the 





| local stage, who are selected by hi: 
advance reps. Audience about 
300,000, or about the same number as 
in Philly, with which B. A, compares 
in size 


| ‘ 
i> 

| 

| 

| 


Schwartz also expects to do four 
weeks in Rio, which has a far smaller 
Yiddish populash, and two weeks in 
| Montevideo. Has worked entirely in 
Yiddish so far, although U.S. and Eng- 
lish semi-pro groups have asked him 
to turn over his final week to plays 
in English. Also is considering pos- 
sibility of filming the ‘Brothers Ash- 
| kenazi’ in Yiddish. His top grossers 
this season have been: 


tryman,’ 

‘Merchant of Venice’ and Sholem 
Ashe’s ‘Salvation’ are being consid- 
ered for Jater in season. 


EQUITY COUNCIL SLATE 
GETS NO OPPOSITION 


As indicated last week, no opposi- 
tion to Equity’s regular ticket mate- 
rialized and the ballots were placed 
in the mails Tuesday (19), election 
date being June 5. There are 31 can- 
didates in all, for the 19 berths to be 
filled. Ali are for the council except 
two vice-presidencies. 

Next year the election will include 
officers, who are named for three- 











year terms 


v 





Broadway legit showmen are con- 
fused over the summer prospects. 
Those who were sanguine, having 
figured that the gas and tire situa- 
tion would keep residents within 
New York and attract visitors by 
train and bus, if not by motor car 
from points outside the fuel ration- 
ing zones, are puzzled over the con- 
tinued ‘attendance shrinkage. Fact 
that the end of the season usually 
sees declining grosses appears not to 
have been considered. 

More explanatory perhaps is the 
drop in visitor volume. Those who 
check up on hotels state that room 
occupancy is between 50% and 60% 
under last spring. Sales at ticket 
stands in the hotels have dropped to 
such an extent that the agencies are 
already skeletonizing théir staffs. 

New theory as to the cause of at- 
tendance weakness is that many 
women of means are engrossed in 
war work, such as the Theatre Wing, 
Red Cross, Army and Navy Relief 
and USO, that they have no time 
for theatre-going. That appears to 
be especially applicable to matinee 
attendance. 

Motorists are not driving to the 
metropolis from beyond restricted 
gas zones, inasmuch as they couldn’t 
get enough petrol for the return 
journey. The dimout is another rea- 
son. 

Over the weekend it was an- 
nounced from Army sources and 
passed on by police authorities that 
further dimming of the Atlantic 
coast is mandatory. Police are in- 
structed to enforce the revised rules 
strictly, with store fronts and signs 
darkened entirely. Same goes for 
theatre fronts, permitting lights only 
under marquees, so that the Broad- 
way zone will be more sombre than 
before. Street lights are further 
dimmed by paint, it having been de- 
clared that the glare from N. Y. is 
visible 25 miles at sea. Thus, begin- 
ning Monday night (18), street il- 
lumination is being held down to the 
bare essentials necessary for pedes- 
trian safety. 

Poor quality of spring production 
is another factor in n.g. b.o., as in- 
dicated by the opening of three 
plays, one per week, with all going 
| off the boards after playing a single 
week or less. The fast flops were: 
|‘What Big Ears,’ ‘The Life of Reilly’ 
| (not the camp show of similar title) 
|and “The Walking Gentleman.’ 

This week two premieres will be 
held, ‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst, and 
‘The Strings, My Lord, Are False,’ 
| Royale. Next week ‘Claudia’ re- 
iturns for a repeat at the St. James, 
‘All the Comforts of Home’ will be 
jrevived at the Longacre, while 
|‘Comes the Revelation,’ at pop prices, 
|relights Jolson’s. ‘All’s Fair,’ the 
|musical version of “The Warrior's 
| Husband,’ was due in next week, too, 
but has been set back until June 4 


PASSAIC, N, J., GETS ITS 





| IST LEGIT IN HISTORY 


| 
| ‘Yashe Kolb,’ which ran two years | 
lin New York: ‘Professor Schilling,’ | I ‘ ‘. 7 
, . Oo . > een} T > 
"The Inspector General’ and ‘Coun-|, sit came to Passaic, New Je rsey, 
for the first time in the town’s his- 


|tory with the opening there yester- 


|\day (Tuesday) of ‘Native Son’ at the 


Central theatre. 

Population has swelled by around 
100,000 because of defense plants in 
that area and housing shortage has 
become so acute that Billy Levine, 
house manager of the Central, is 
obliged to live in New York. 


Joe Weber Memorial 


Memorial services for the late Joe 
Weber will be held at the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild, Palace theatre 
building, N. ¥., Wednesday (20) at 
6.30 p.m. Former Mayor James J. 
Walker will preside. 

Weber died in Los Angeles Sunday 
(10) last week. Services were held 











there, remains being cremated. 
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No Improvement on Broadway: 
‘Sons, $31,000, ‘Face It,’ $29,500, 
Hold Up; Spirit, 12/46, Shipping 





Little change in business as season 
approaches summer period. Last 
week there were some _ increases, 
while other shows slipped a bit fur- 
ther. Orders to dim out canopy 
lights does not figure to help Broad- 
way, nor the gas rationing that start- 
ed Friday (15). No new shows last 
week, but there are two entrants this 
week. Another quick casualty was 
‘The Walking Gentleman,’ Belasco. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (23d week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Slightly under-esti- 
mated previous week; business ap- 
proximated $11,000 last week and has 
good chance of playing through 
summer; Chicago company was 
closed. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(70th week) (CD-838; $3.30). Sev- 
eral hundred better claimed, with 
the gross going over the $12,000 
mark; another summer looks assured. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(33d week) (M-1,104; $4.40). About 
held its own, with quoted takings at 
$17,500; Rosemary Lane steps out. of 
cast end of next week, with Joy 
Hodges replacing. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (28th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Moved here from 
Morosco Monday (18), present berth 
having air cooling system; business 
down somewhat, but okay at around 


Fulton 


$-< 500. 
‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (CD-1,064; 
$3.30). Final and 17th week; held to 


moderate money until lately, when 
skidded under $6,500. 


‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(12th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). 
Claimed to have fared bit better than 
estimated: quoted gross for last week 
was $8,300; management expectant 
of summer stay. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (26th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Straight play 
leader somewhat off again with gross 
around $14,000; has completed half a 
year’s stay and should play into new 
season. 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (56th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Climbed slightly on final-weeks ads, 
with last week’s takings around $18,- 
500, which bettered even break; 
vaudeville show headed by Ed Wynn 
dated for June 15 in this house. 


‘Let’s Fase It,’ Imperial (29th week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). One of the few 
shows which have not been affected 
much; takings again claimed around 
$29,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (131st 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Down some- 
what, but management figures profit- 
able draw will continue- into next 
season; quoted at $10,800. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (73d 
week) (CD-891: $3.30). About held 
its own, with the gross not far from 
$10,000 mark; said to make fairly 
good profit both ways at that figure. 


‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (24th 
week) (CD-1.519; $4.40). Had slipped 
down to $31,000, but some improve- 
ment last week with better weekend 
attendance. 

‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (27th 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Dipped to 
$7,400, but management figuring on 
playing until July 4, with a summer 
layoff prior to touring. 

‘The Moon Is Down,’ Martin Beck 
(D-1,214; $3.30). Final and 7th week; 
closing blamed -on critics by man- 
agement; has been slipping since 
early weeks, which were benefited 
by theatre parties. Got $11,600 last 
week. 

‘The Strings, My Lord, Are False,’ 
Royale (D-1.047; $2.75). Presented 
by Edward Choate, Alexander Kirk- 
land, John R. Sheppard, Jr.; written 
by Paul Vincent Carroll; opened 
Tuesday (19). 

‘The Walking Gentleman,’ Belasco. 
Was suddenly withdrawn Tuesday 
(12) last week after playing six per- 
formances. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (D-1,142; 
$3.30). Presented by Clifford Hay- 
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“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS. 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
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man in association with Lennie Hat- 
ten: written by Thomas Job; opens 
tonight (Wednesday). 
‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ Guild (5th 
week) (D-956: $3.30). Slated to call 
it a date after another week; among 
the spring’s disappointments; rated 
around $7,500. - 

Revivals 
‘Candida,’ Shubert. Grossed $55,600 
in three weeks of special matinees 
and Sundays; laying off this week; 
another series of 12 performances 
will start next Sunday (24). 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (17th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Skidded to 
around $17,000, but at that figure a 
fair profit is earned and plans made 
for summer stay. 

Added 
‘Keep ’Em Laughing,’ 44th St. (1,- 
385; $2.20). Matinees have been light, 
but night trade continues big; last 
week estimated around $20,000 again 
and summer continuance indicated; 
another opening next week, when 
Gracie Fields and others enter show 
while Victor Moore and William 
Gaxton go out. 
‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (38th 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Afternoon per- 
formances off here, too, but business 
has been topping ‘Laughing’ and 
summer stay looks bright; $22,000. 
‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ Ritz (1,074; 
$2.20). Distinctly doubtful; colored 
vaude-revue estimated around $6,/00 
in hardly desirable spot. 


MPLS. LEGIT 
SEASON A DUD 


Minneapolis, May 19. 
Local legit roadshow season that 
ended at Lyceum last week with 
two-night and one matinee engage- 
ment of Maurice Evans’ ‘Macbeth’ 
proved distinct disappointment in 
number of shows and grosses. 


As compared with 11 shows— 
nearly all of them standouts—the 
preceding season, that total was only 
nine and this number included two 
nights of Veloza and Yolanda, the 
dancers, and a one-night stand of 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Rose Burke.’ 








Other bookings were ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ and ‘Blossom Time,’ two 
nights each; ‘Native Son,’ three 


nights; ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ four 
nights, and ‘Life With Father’ and 
‘Claudia,’ one week each. 


Only four shows did good busi- 
ness. These were ‘Macbeth’ (capac- 
ity for three performances), ‘Rose 
Burke’ (virtual capacity for two per- 
formances), ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
and ‘Life With Father.’ 


‘Vagabond’ Fine $31,000 
In L.A.; ‘Father’, 126 


Los Angels, May 19. 

‘Vagabond King’ hit $31,000 for 
smart gross in initial week of the fifth 
annual season of Civic Light Opera 
at the Philharmonic Auditorium. 

‘Bitter Sweet’ is current this week, 
to be followed by ‘Music in the Air’ 
and ‘Hit the Deck’ to round out the 
four-week season. 

‘Life With Father’ continues 
healthy at the small capacity Music 
Box, topping $12,000 in its sixth 
week. It’s a sure-seater engagement, 
with house well filled in early part 
of week, and capacity on weekends. 
Run looks good for another six 
weeks. 











Premieres 


(May 20-30) 





‘Personal Island,’ comedy by Paul- 
ine Williams, with Fay Wray, at 
Brattle Hall, Cambridge, Mass. (18- 
23). 

‘Murder in a Nunnery,’ play by 
Emmet Lavery, at Wilshire-Ebell, 
Los Angeles (19-21). 

‘All the Comforts of Home,’ re- 
vival William Gillette comedy, with 
Dorothy Sands, at Paramount, As- 
bury Park, N. J. (23-24), 

‘Free and Equal,’ comedy by 
George O’Neal, at Erie, Schenec- 





tady, N. Y. (30). 
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Strawhat Review 


PERSONAL ISLAND 


Cambridge, Mass., May 18. 
Comedy in three acts by Pauline Wwil- 
liams, starring Fay Wray; staged by Rob- 
ert E. Perry with setting by Andrew Mack, 
presented by Cambridge Summer Theatre 
in association with Brock Pemberton; at 











Cambridge (Mass.) Summer Theatre; $1.65 
top. 

Sam O’Brien......-sccsess William Mendrek 
Alfred ‘Milly’ Mills....cecess. Allan Tower 
DORR soc. cde cesscobooesedes Chester Gillis 
Bill Howard Allen...esses- Robert E. Perry 
Ralph Ashton... ...cccccssccees Charies Bell 
Victoria Van Dime...ccees+e-e+s> Fay Wray 
Priscilla Garry....sees+es Mary Barthelmess 
Mrs. ABGATOR. ccoscccocceceses Nancy Duncan 





In ‘Personal Island,’ Brock Pem- 
berton has discovered a very promis- 
ing playwright in Pauline Williams, 
a surefire script for films, a perfect 
strawhat comedy, but not a very 
good Broadway possibility. 


The Cambridge Summer Theatre, 
most happily located warm weather 
house in New England this year, has 
a good drawing population from the 
subway circuit, and this light, amus- 
ing piece should draw in a nifty 
trade for a single week. 

Fay Wray shows to very good ad- 
vantage in ‘Island,’ and she gener- 
ally enjoys a reliable support from 
the resident company. Cast as a 
top-ranking New York model on a 
yachting trip through the Caribbean 
with a glamour boy, his mother and 
her young female companion, Miss 
Wray stumbles onto her former hus- 
band, a newspaperman, in a small 
hotel. Her former mate withdrew 
from the New York whiz routine to 
calm down and ‘find himself.’ 

As suspected early in the play, the 
model and newspaperman decide to 
try it again, after he has voiced his 
philosophy, etc. Meanwhile, the as- 
sorted company, including a drunken 
local newspaperman and a fuddy- 
duddy hotel keeper, cross-fire 
through three acts with laughable 
dialog and some sparkling wit. Pat- 
tern of the comedy has broad audi- 
ence appeal because of the familiar 
types—but rather for picture audi- 
ences than for the $3.30 wiseacres. 

Miss Wray and Robert E. Perry, as 
the husband, play their roles witn 
genuine zest and carry the comedy 
through with a fine flourish. William 
Mendrek, in a drinking scene, is 
clicko, and Nancy Duncan easily 
scores every laugh in her lines as 
the silly shopping-collecting mother. 
Mary Barthelmess ‘daughter of 
Richard Barthelmess), resident inge- 
nue here this season, gets good re- 
sults in the one scene where she has 
a chance, as a secondary love interest 
for the glamour boy, enacted by 
Charles Bell. In the case of Bell and 
Allan Tower, cast as a bewildered 
small hotel proprietor, the play- 
wright, rather than the actors, shows 
good form. Both parts are juicy bits 
awaiting more polished delineation. 

The Andrew Mack hotel lobby set 
and Perry’s direction are both very 
satisfactory. Fox. 


College Shows 


COUNT ME IN 


(CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY) 
Washington, May 11. 











Catholic University’s Harlequins present 
original musical comedy written by Walter 
Kerr and Leo Brady, with music and lyrica 
by Ann Ronnell. Directed by Dr. Josephine 
McGarry Callan and Alan Schenider; set- 
tings and lighting by Ralph Brown. Dances 
by the Earle Theatre Roxyettes. Presented 


at the University theatre, May 11, ‘42. 





For several years past the local 
critics have been giving the Catholic 
University productions just bushels 
of praise. This year, on ‘Count Me 
In,’ the praise is even more glowing 
and deserving. 

From every possible angle it 
smacks of inspiration. The musical 
score has a whole hat full of really 
tuneful tunes, and the story is orig- 
inal and woven in just right. The 
cast with only one professional in 
it, Anne Blair, and she only in for 
opening night’s performance, deport 
themselves decidedly okay and as an 
example of the work behind the 
whole endeavor it is only necessary 
to watch those eight youngsters con- 
stituting the line and programmed 
as the ‘Junior Roxyettes.’ 

In the past several productions the 
C. U. staff has gone in for musical 
biographies. Thus the current show 
is a decided departure. Walter Kerr 
and Leo Brady are responsible for 
the book and Ann Ronell for the 
music and lyrics. The boys are stu- 
dents at the University. Miss Ronell 
already is established as a song- 
writer, 

Instead of tying things on to the 
usual singing tenor hero, Kerr and 
Brady take a middle-aged man, 
whose family has gone in for every 
possible form of war service and he, 
left alone, frantically strives also to 
find a -way in which he can do his 
part. He'd been making maps to 
support his family and the war sim- 
ply ruined that business. When he 
does hit upon a scheme to make in- 
correct maps and turn them over to 
the enemy ,even the Japs ignore 
him. Kerr and Brady know their 
comedy values and the situations 





(Continued on page 55) 


Rhine’ Gets Raves and Big $17,000 
In Chi; Ladies Smash $16,500 





‘Julia’ Weak $5,000 
In Baltimore Tryout 


Baltimore, May 19. 

Sudden booking of Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic’s ‘Punch and Julia’ into 
Ford's last week, after season was 
figured as closed, didn't fare so well 
under general nixing by local crix. 
Ended up with estimated $5,000. 

Comedy by George Batson, with 
Jane Cow] in starring role, is slated 
for Broadway. 


FAIR’ MEDIUM 
$17,000 IN HUB 


Boston, May 19. 

‘All's Fair’ garnered medium coin 
in its initial tryout stanza here last 
week, but the revision boys are 
working hard on the new musical 
and it will stay two more weeks, 
‘Claudia’ continues to hold a healthy 
pace and is now in its fifth and final 
frame. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Colonial (2d 
week) (1,643; $2.75). Rang up satis- 
factory $17,500 for second week. Two 
more before leaving town. 

‘All’s Fair,” Shubert (ist week) 
(1,600; $3.30). New Rodgers-Hart 
musical needs fixing, and its getting 
it on the second act. Favorably, 
but not enthusiastically received by 
local press, First week $17,000. Two 
more, 

‘Claudia,’ Wilbur (4th week) (1,- 
227; $2.25). Enjoying good support 
here, taking around §12,000 for 
fourth frame. 


“ARSENIC,” 156, ‘EILEEN,’ 
$9,900, END PHILLY RUNS 


Philadelphia, May 19. 

With the closing Saturday night 
(16) of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ at the 
Walnut after four weeks, and ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ at the Locust after six, 
Philly’s 1941-42 season has only the 
single week return engagement of 
Maurice Evans’ revival of ‘Macbeth,’ 
starting next Monday (25) at the 
Forrest, to look forward to. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Walnut 
(4th week) (1,700; $2.85). Finished 
month’s stay with sturdy $15,400, 
giving comedy-thriller better than 
$68,000 in four weeks: 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Locust (6th 
week) (1,500; $1.50). Closed with $9,- 
500, which, with popular scale and 
considering length of stay, was 
plenty good for this moderately- 
hooked-up comedy. 


‘Bitter’ $23,000, ‘Father’ 
Fine $16,000, in Frisco 


San Francisco, May 19 

The Civic Light Opera season, with 
‘Bitter Sweet’ playing the initial 
week, opened well, while ‘Life With 
Father’ (second company) is still in 
a healthy condition and good for 
several more weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Geary (6th wk) 
(1,500; $2.75). Maintaining good $16,- 
000 pace, which management believes 
will continue to the end of the run. 

‘Bitter Sweet,’ Curran (5th wk) 
(1,774; $3.30). Opener drew near 
capacity audience; $23,000. 


‘Henry’ Fine $10,000 At 
$1,50 Top in Detroit 


Detroit, May 19, 
Winding up a three-week stint at 
the Cass, ‘Claudia’s’ decline wasn't 
as marked in the final week with 
estimated $7,000 tacked on to earl- 
ier grosses of approximately $9,000 
and $17,000. The house went dark 
until June 1, when John Golden will 
premiere his ‘Free and Equal,’ there 
with James Barton in the top role. 
Season is far from done here. The 
bargain price policy of the Shubert- 
Lafayette got a new lease on life 
when Edward Everett Horton moved 
in for an indefinite stay in ‘Spring- 
time for Henry.’ Price was lifted 
slightly to $1.50 top, with the first 
week clicking estimated $10,000. 


Blackstone 10G in Mont’! 
Montreal, May 19. 
Blackstone, magician, at His Ma- 
jesty’s seven nights and three mats 
closing Sunday (17), at 50e to $1.50, 
did good biz all week and grossed 
estimated $10,000. 
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Chicago, May 19, 

One of the unusual openings of 
Chicago legit history was the Satur. 
day (16) getaway of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ which came back to the 
Harris on a $1.50 top basis following 
last season’s long-run click at regu- 
lar $2.75 rates. Show started out 
rather slowly but may build. 

“Watch on the Rhine’ at Grand got 
rave notices, 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blithe Spirit,” Selwyn (13th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Quitting the town 
shortly, Has had a profitable stay 
here, Again hit $10,000 last week. 

‘Good Night, “.adies,’ Blackstone 
(Sth week) (1,200; $2.75). Top click 
of the year, Again smashed in with 
$16,500: 

‘High Kickers,’ Erlanger (1st week) 
(1,400; $3.30). Musical drew mixed 
reports. Came up with $14,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (lst 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Opened Satur. 
day (16) for repeat engagement at 
reduced prices. Advance just fair. 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Grand (lst 
weék) (1,200; $3.50). Got smash re- 
views and went on to big first week 
at $17,000, held down only by ATS 
subscriptions. Will go three weeks, 


HEPBURN BIG 
$25,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 

Katharine Hepburn drew one of 
the top grosses of the season for a 
straight play last week at the Nixon, 
grabbing estimated $25,000 in ‘With- 
out Love’ at $3.30 scale, and wasn't 
far behind year’s best marks rolled 
up by ‘Hellzapoppin,’ first and ‘Louis- 
iana Purchase,’ second. 

Show had an advance sale of more 
than $17,000 and lukewarm notices 
didn’t hurt any. Capacity at prices 
is $32,000, but disappointing gallery, 
where seats were scaled at $1.10, 
kept Hepburn from achieving that 
gross. 

Nixon currently has return en- 
gagement of ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Betty Furness company, playing this 
time at $1.50 top, $1 less than show 
got on its original visit here in 
March. ‘Eileen’ will likely wind up 
legit season here, couple of weeks 
earlier than originally figured, but 
still latest closing in years for Nixon, 


‘MACBETH,’ BIG $12,000, 
ENDS OK MILW. SEASON 


Milwaukee, May 19. 


With the Pabst theatre completely 
sold out two weeks before Maurice 
Evans and Judith Anderson came 
in for three days ending Saturday 
(16). ‘Macbeth’ drew estimated $12,- 
000 at $3.30. 

This wound up Milwaukee's legit 
season, in which 14 shows (nine at 
the Davidson and five at the Pabst) 
grossed total of $161,550 in 64 days 
of playing time, the Davidson getting 
$93,500 of that amount, the Pabst, 
$68,050. 

Splendid grosses were the rule 
in both houses, ‘Life With Father,’ 
the money topper, getting $28,000 in 
an engagement extended to eight 
days at the Pabst, while ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’ collected biggest 
gross at the Davidson, getting $16,500 
in five days. 














Minneapolis, May 19. 

Maurice Evans and Judith Ander- 
son in ‘Macbeth’ grabbed estimated 
$13,300, great, in half week, three 
nights and a matinee, in the Twin 
Cities. The St. Paul Auditorium 
one-nighter brought approximately 
| $4,200. At the 2,200-seat Lyceum 
|here, scaled at $1.10 to $2.75, the 
Shakespearean production grossed 
around $9,100, capacity, for two 
nights and a matinee. 


It set a new high mark for Evans’ 
takings in both Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, 


‘Candle’ High $25,000 
In Midwest 1-Niters 


Peoria, May 19. 


Helen Hayes in ‘Candie in the 
Wind’ tucked away another high 
grossing jaunt of midwestern one- 
nighters last week, with takings t0- 
taling around $25,000, Starting at 
Omaha, where the count was esti- 
mated $4,500, ‘Candle’ played Sioux 
City, Des Moines, Davenport, Cedar 
Rapids and finished in this stand. 

Nendie’ will wind up its tour next 
wee 
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Broadway 


‘iam Wyler in town from Coast. 

— Melnick ordered to hospital] 
for complete rest. 

Dorris Weston, ex-WB starlet, due 
back into the Rainbow Room. 

‘Roller Skating Vanities’ plays 
Madison Square Garden June 3-6. 

Motoriag curtailed, the in-town 
cafes, hotels and niteries booming. 

Flynn now press agenting 
Paap Fun’’at the Winter Garden. 

Newman Langlois, colored sing-:r- 
guitarist, clicking around midtown 
taverns. 

Louise (Mrs. Bugs) Baer getting 
out and about again, after being ill 
for a spell. 

Gob at the Stage Door Canteen 
gaid he heard about the place at 
Murmansk. 

Joy Hodges 
housekeeping 
South sector. 

Jimmie Stroock back at Brooks 
after a flying trip to Hollywood re 
the ‘Ice Follies.’ 

Doris Nolan, latest victim of tue 
measles epid« mic, bedded at her 
home in New Rochelle. 

Harry Weinstein, ex-Abe Lyman 


and Paul Dudley 
in the Sutton Place 


ner. now with ’aul Small in the 
Chicago two-a-day policy. 
The James T. Powers (Racnel 


Booth), vet legit actors, 50th wed- 
ding anniversary. Both long retired. 


Irene Lee, new eastern story edi- 
tor for Samuel Goldwyn, due in from 
the Coast this week to vegin work, 

A heavy cigar smoker lamented, 
‘How am I going to get a gas ra- 
tion card to take care of my cigar 
lighter?’ 

Application of Leonard Gaynor to 
join the mobile field film unit of 
the Air Corps is awaitine action in 
Washington. 


George Lait, quondam ‘Variety’ 
mugg, presently in Cairo for Inter- 
national News Service, has con- 


tracted malaria. 

Russ Moon, veteran film press 
agent, who is suffering from arth- 
ritis, is at the War Veterans’ Hos- 
ital, San Fernando, Calif., and do- 
ng well. 

Sam Buckwald, manager of the 
Max Fleischer studio in Miami, in 
N. Y. to confer with Paramount 
(which distributes Fleischer cartoon 
product). 

S. J. Woof kudosed Sgt. Irving Ber- 
lin in the N. Y. Times’ Sunday mag 
section and referred to his forthcom- 
ing ‘Holiday Inn’ film (Par) as 
‘Hollywood Inn’ throughout. 


What comedian Jack White (still 
ailing) is to the Giants as a rooter, 
Danny Kaye is to the Dodgers. ‘Let’s 
Face It’ star does most of his day- 
time business at Ebbets Field. 


The Nicholas Schencks, forced to 
move from their estate on Long Is- 
land because it has been taken over 
by the Government, along with the 
Walter Chrysler _roperty, have pur- 
chased, furnished, the Vincent Astor 
home on Long Island. 

More than 200 members of cast, 
stage crew and house employees at 
Winter Garden, N. Y., have inscribed 
their names on silver makeup boxes 
which will be handed to Olsen & 
Johnson tonight (Wednesday) on 
200th performance of ‘Sons o’ Fun.’ 





Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 

Chilean director Jorge Delano in 

. A. to meg for San Miguel. 

Morris Goodman, of Republic, due 
for long stopover here during tour 
of entire continent. 

French refugee company headed 
by Jose Squinquel introduced pro- 
gram of short plays at Politeama. 

Stuart Dunlap, M-G head, to States 
for business vacash. Sam Burger 
from Rio to take over during Dun- 
lap’s absence. 

‘ 

_ ‘La Luna en el Pozo’ (‘The Moon 
in the Well’), by Armando Meok, to 
be filmed with Aida Alberti and 
Floren Delbene. 

. . 

Una Pagina en Blanea’ (‘An Un- 
written Page’), by Enrique Suarez 





| watch, gift 
| Little dancer topped the corps of 





United Cinemas on Calle San Martin 
near Cordoba in Rosario, No, 2 city 
of Argentina. Population, 600,000. 

j Luis Cesar Amadori finished select- 
ing cast for ‘La Mentirosa’ (‘The 
Liar’), to be done at Sono. Will star 
Nini Marshall. Mabel Urriola, select- 


London 


Edith Day trimming her weight for 
stage comeback. 


Gilbert Wakefield finished 





new 





ed in Carnival bailes, will have fea- 
tured role. 
_Baires planning release of ‘Con- 
cierto de Almas’ (‘Harmony of | 
Souls’), drama megged by Alberto | 


comedy, ‘Mr. Eve.’ 


Inga Anderson taken suddenly ill 
with internal trouble. 


Hyams Bros. returned to 


de Zavalia and starring Zavalia’s | Vaude policy at State theatre, Kil- 


wife, Delia Garces, and Pedro Lopez 


burn. 


Lagar. Story by Alejandro Casona. Jack Hylton sent out his ‘Garrison 
Studio temporarily closing. | Theatre’ again, with. Jack Warner 


Clemente Lococo re-elected presi- | 
dent of EFA, with Marcelo Moreno | 


as v.p.; Roberto Lauro, Ezequiel Jus- ‘J: 
tiniano, A. Joaquin Lautaret, Alfredo | am Tod 
and | 


Schroeder, Ricardo Calvente 
Enrique Lutjohann, directors; alter- 
nate directors, Gaston Schmitz and 
Hector Calvente. 

Paulina Singerman’s new company, 
ADAP, selected ‘Elvira Fernandez, 
Vendedora de Tienda’ (‘Elvira Fer- 
nandez, Shop Girl’), as its first pic. 
Manuel Romero will direct. and cast 
in addition to Senorita Sinserman 
will include Juan Carlos Thorry, 
Tito Luisardo and Sofia Bozan. 


Washington 


Gayety theatre, burlesque house, 
closed for the season. 


City editor Charlie Duffy of Tinfes- 
Herald into the Navy. 


Jay Carmody, after brief honey- 
moon, back at the d. e. desk of the 
Star. 

Major Gordon Hittenmark of WRC 
in Hollywood this week for Army’s 
Special Services, radio section. 


Eddie. des Melcher, former d. e. of 
the Star and now detailed here with 
the Army, is very ill in Walter Reed 
hospital. 


Richard Arlen and Bil! Pine here 
conferring with War Department to 
get okay on new film having to do 
with the armed forces. 

Don Craig, former ‘Variety’ mugg 
in Washington and drama editor of 
Washington Daily News, promoted to 
technical sergeant at Camp Lee. 

Eddie Keller, National’s treasurer, 
feeling pretty perky after a tuneup 
session at Walter Reed _ hospital. 
They dieted him to better health. 


Collections in the local theatres for 
the Army and Navy relief funds 1s 
running many hundreds 
previous like collections for 
funds. 

A second story worker entered the 
home of Leonard B. Schloss. Glen 
Echo Park’s manager, departed with 
$10,000 in gems, property of Mrs. 
Lk. 








other 


Jo-Jo, manager Eddie Plohn’s wire- 
haired scottie, was drafted by the 
Ballet Russe last week. Pup made 
his National stage debut in two per- 
formances of ‘The Worker.’ 


To catch the first string critics 
Steve Cochran moved up his Olney 
strawhat opening to Sunday night, 
May 17. Figured scribes would give 
the Monday play to local ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace.’ 

Ed Wynn dropped down to catch 
Romo Vincent at the Earle for pos- 


sible inclusion in his new vaudeville | 


show. Wynn says if he can get it 
ready tryout week will be in Wash- 
ington beginning June 8. 
Richard L. Coe, assistant 
and radio editor of Washington Post, 
inducted into Army. Understanding 
is if pending Navy commission comes 
through Coe will be permitted to 
shed khaki for navy blue. 
Suzanne Jordon of the 
Roxyettes sports a solid gold wrist 
of Hollywood Caravan 


program sellers for the Al] Star show 
at the Capitol with $125 collected. 
Frank Boucher, formerly with the 


Schine Circuit, now general manag- | 


ing for the Fred Kogod neighbor- 
hoods hereabouts. Gus Lynch 
brought back from Gloversville, 


N. Y., to take Boucher’s job here for 
Schine. 
Although Carter 


Barron covers 


| 800 miles by auto fortnightly in look- 
ling over Loew’s Eastern Division, 
| he couldn’t get an ‘X’ gasoline ration 
|card. No provision made for such 
itraveline workers. Covering his 


Deza, will be San Blas’ next after | houses by train would take a week 


release of ‘Frontera Sur 
Samson Raphaelson’s 


| instead of the usual four days. 
‘Accent on | 


Ed Kirby of the Army’s public 


Youth. done in English by ICANA, | relations bureau got his silver leaf as 


local group which occasionally puts 
on English-language plays. 

Libertad Lamaraue finished work 
on ‘En El Viejo Buenos Aires’ (‘In 
Old Buenos Aires’) at San Miguel. 
Plenty of production trouble. 

Enrique S. Discepolo started shoot- 
ng on the new Peoe Arias comedy 
for Sono Film. Discepolo, Meanos 
and Menasche did the script. 

Spanish guitarist Andre Segovia 
over from his home in Montevideo, 

Tuguay, for concerts sponsored by 
the Asociacion Wagneriana of Buenos 
Aires. 
retemorial ceremony at the new 

fatro Presidente Alvear honored 

nrique Garcia, author of many w.k. 
Diays and translator of many the- 
atrical works into Spanish. 
cenirector Lueas Demare of A.A.A. 
Te ne script of ‘La Guerre Gaucha’ 
PSone Gaucho War’), epic of Argen- 
revolution, preparatory to tak- 

Pr eeny, on location in Salta. 
int tst short subject house in the 

erlor, Cine Heraldo, opened by 


| lieutenant colonel last week. 
| Marvin Young of Special Services, 
'who administers Camp Shows. 





Major 


Inc., 
was also unped to a lieutenant. col- 
onel. Lt. Harry Haller. former Sun- 
day drama editor of the Baltimore 
Sun, jumped from a shavetail to first 
lieutenant. ; 
Ina Ray Hutton orchestra continu- 
ing at the Roosevelt hotel; likewise 
Enric Madriguera band at Herb 
Sach’s Del Rio; Pete Macais, with a 
long run behind him is 
Lounge Riviera; Sheila Barrett heads 


the floor show at Troike with The | 
Ds Gatanos, Frakson, Karavaeff and | 


Sasha Lucas rounding out that show; 


The Casa Granda Dude Ranch has | 


Bob Gentry as m.c., Bunny Dorna, 
Jimmy Travis, Francis Parker, Sonny 
La Roy and A! Massey’s orchestra; 
Lynton Bailey orchestra continuing 
at the Wardman Park, and at the 
Lotus the talking parrot, John Tio, 
heads the show with Bob Sherman, 
Bud and Eleanor Coll and Bill 
Strickland’s orchestra. 


ahead of | 


drama | 


Earle’s | 


still at} 


heading. 

Gilbert Miller cabled for script of 
ay,’ current at St. Martin's 
theatre. 

Fortune Press publishing current 
| comedies, ‘Other "People’s House’ and 
‘Jam Today.’ 

Edward Stiriing reviewing ‘They 
Walk Alone,’ starring Mary Morris 
and Rene Ray. 

‘Jack O’ Lantern’ is title of new 
topical comedy by Warren Tute, 
author of ‘Silver Spoon.’ 

Alfred Esdaile conferring with 
Bernard Delfont to stage one of his 
shows at Whitehall theatre. 

Prokofiev, Russian composer, has 
completed a new opera, founded on 
Tolstoy’s novel, ‘War and Peace.’ 

Richard Tauber’s fellow, star in 
‘Blossom Time.’ Neal Arden, secured 
a decree nisi, (interlocutory decree). 

Leslie Grande (Collins &), the 
agent, discharged from the Army 
after 12 months for medical reasons. 

Biggest dance-band record seller 
in England right now is Glenn Miller. 
His ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ is a 
sellout. 

George Moon joined the Army. 
|His partner, Burton Brown, who is 
American, is trying to join the Amer- 
ican Army here. 
| Charles B. Cochran’s latest book on 
| his life and experiences has been 
| badly proofread. Misspelling of 
names is atrocious. 

The Three Admirals are splitting 
up, with Norman 
American of the team, joining Teddy 
Foster, formerly with Ambrose. 

Palace, Hammersmith, and Empire, 
Kilburn, two vaude houses recently 
reopened, may be taken over by 
J. Rothstein or Buttenworth circuits. 

Eddie Horan doing a couple of 
songs for Elizabeth Welch in the 
new Tom Arnold revue, being staged 
by Walter Crisham. Horan also star- 
ring. 

Flanagan and Allen grossed $8,048 
at Hippodrome, Golders 
which is new ~ecord for house, beat- 
|ing previous record of wucan and 
| McShane by 3920. 
| Denis Waldock sold 17 
| sketches in one week to Tom Arnold, 
| Alfred Esdaile and Jack Pemberton. 
Sez he is through with revues now 
and will carry on with plays. 

Joe Cohen, vaudevillian, formerly 
partner of Murray Leslie and before 
that with Sam Lowenworth, consid- 
ered by Lou Jackson for part in 
‘Glamourfiage, the Flanagan and 
Allen film. 

Encouraged by 








success of band- 
film policy at Regal, Marble Arch, 
Max Milder is considering adding 
troupe of gals as regular feature, and 
may even stage permanent presenta- 
tion policy 





| Herbert Farjeon working on new | 


intends to star 
When show is 


;revue in which ‘he 
Betty Ann Davies. 


| ready he'll reopen the Little theatre, | 


Adelphi, which has been closed 
since the big London blitz. 
Lou Jackson has signed Tom 


Handley for picture, with option for 
two more. Handley ranks among the 
irst six of radio names, with his 


|‘Itma’ feature, currently on the air, | 


voted as best thing he has done. 

Having finished 
Dawn’ for Charles M. Woolf, Paul 
Soskin temporarily abandoned his 
Paul Soskin Film Production Co., 
and became associate producer for 
Gainsborough Films. Contract is for 
one year. 

London Philharmonic Orchestra 
concert at Albert Hall April 26 was 
conducted by a Negro, Rudolph Dun- 
bar, this being first occasion a colored 
man has appeared in this capacity 
He is also a journalist, being London 
correspondent of Associated Negro 
Press of America. 

Although Tom 
drome’ is doing 
week at Prince of Wales, and looks 


Arnold’s ‘Happi- 


good for many months, it will have 


to fold in June, as Harry Korris and 
gang start filming for Sam Smith. 
Rumored show will be followed with 
new one of George Black’s, starring 
Max Miller. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Dramatist Fernando del Corral has 
i finished another work, ‘Matrimonios, 
|S. A.’ (Marriages, Inc.’), 
soon to be produced here. : 
Joaquin. Pardave, veteran comic, 
who is m.c.ing the weekly amateur 
contest at XEQ, has become a pic 
director. He is to meg a film for 
Filmex. 
Andres Falgas, Argentinian singer 
| who has become a standard act here, 
is playing the lead in ‘Dos Cora- 
zones y un Tango’ (‘Two Hearts and 
a Tango’), which Arzos Ffims is mak- 
ing at George Siahl’s studios here. 
Teatro Ideal, one of the few re- 
maining local legit theatres, re- 
opened after facelifting. Current 
company, headed by Anita Blanch, 





cine- | 


Bartlett, the | 


Green, | 


revue | 


‘The Day Will} 


steady $14,500 per | 


which is | 


part owner of the heuse, is doing well 
with ‘Faustina,’ comedy by Luis G. 
Basurto. 

Ignacio Fernandez Esperon (Tata 


; Nacho ), folklore composer and sec- 
| retary-treasurer of 
; Mexican 
|Publishers of Music, 


the Society of 
Composers and 
featured on a 
program of his 


Authors, 


half-hour weekly 


| works at XEOY. 


Maria Conesa, vet Spanish comedi- 
enne, haled before the justice coun- 
|cil of the National Actors Union, ec- 


| cused of walking out on the show at 
the Teatro Lirico, historic local revue | 


theatre, asserted that she did so be- 
cause her payoff was only half 
the contracted sum. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Bob Shield, KDKA announcer, off 
the air because of a throat infection. 
| Hoofer Lou Spencer will exchange 
| his tap shoes for army boots on June 
5. 


Fay Steinbach, Moe Silver's sec- 
retary in Albany, has rejoined her 
old boss here. 

Yacht Club has’ renewed the 
Cheena De Simone dancers until the 
middle of June. 

Brad Hunt’s vocalist, Jeanie Regal, 
graduates from the Beaver Falls 
H. S. next month. 

Dave Levy in beating drums for 
‘Moontide’ and Louis Weiner around 
hypoing ‘Gold Rush,’ 

Mark Goldman, Monogram ex- 
change manager, off for coast to re- 
cuperate from recent illness. 

Mrs. John Walsh, wife of Fulton 
manager, leaving for her home town, 
Newport, R. I., to await the stork. 

David O. Selznick in town for a 
day to see his uncle, Charles Sachs, 
local attorney, who's been ailing. 

Charlie Gaynor, author of several 
Playhouse revues, at Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J., in army signal corps. 

Harris and Shore, winding up 
month’s run at Nixon Cafe, go into 
Par theatre in N. Y. with Benny 
Goodman May 29. 

George Lazard, Jr., son of Nixon 
Cafe’s veteran héad waiter, goes into 
the service following graduation 
from Duquesne VU. 

Stanley has a solid swing front 
next three weeks, with Benny Good- 
man current and Gene Krupa and 
Artie Shaw following. 

Milton Golden, former WB man- 
jager, graduated last week from 
Texas flying school as a bombardier 
| with 2d lieut.’s commission. 

Eugene Cohen, ex-Victor record 
sales manager in local district and 
this mugg’s brother, graduates from 
Camp Lee, Va., officers school Fri- 
day (22) as a second lieutenant. 

Spencer Tracy flew into town from 
Hollywood for opening here of Kath- 
arine Hepburn’s ‘Without Love.’ Miss 
|Hepburn is seeking Tracy for the 
‘Love’ lead when show hits Broad- 
way in the fall, 











New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 








Lincoln 
stock. 


theatre mulling summer 


floor show. 


Hollywood 


Mrs. Douglas Charchill 
Warners publicity staff. 
William LeBaron back at his 20th- 
| Fox desk after a week’s illness. 
| Saui Bornstein around for a few 
weeks on Irving Berlin music deals, 
Jimmy McHugh was guest of hon- 
or at songwriters dinner in Beverly 
| Hills, 
Charles Halton celebrated his 45th 
| anniversary as an actor on stage and 





joined 





of | screen. 


Mrs. Phil Harris (Alice Faye) in- 
fanticipating at Cedars of Lebanon 
hospital. 

William Dorfman, assistant direc- 
tor of RKO, recovering from appen- 
dectomvy. 

Ginger Rogers becomes a farmer- 
ette for two weeks on her acres near 
Medford, Ore. 

Jack Y. Berman, theatre operator, 
appointed a member of Los Angeles 
Fire Commission. 

Lynne Carver, screen. actress, 
divorced Nicholas Nayfack, Metro 
exec now in the Army. 

George Louis George to Ottawa to 
produce a series of propaganda films 
for the Canadian Government. 

Hollywood members of the Play- 
ers Club of New York established 
quarters at Dave Chasen’s eatery. 

Gladys Cooper and Philip Meri- 
vale to operate strawhat show in Dej 
Monte, up the coast, this summer. 

Bill Koenig tossed a luncheon at 
20th-Fox for 50 service men form- 
erly employed on the lot. 

Miriam Cooper Walsh, onetime ac- 
tress, filed suit for $1,525 back ali- 
mony against Raoul Walsh, film di- 
rector. 

Dennis Morgan and Jack Carson 
organized their own unit to enter- 
tain nearby camps too small for the 
regular shows. 

ASCAP’s Dick Powers, Harry 
Sherman and Wally Ford were ‘kings 
far a night’ at Variety Club’s shindig 
honoring Chief Barker John Harris. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Harst 








Bob Taylor, manager of the local 
Monogram exchange, attending the 
company shindig in Hollywood. 

Pierce and Roland, ballroomolo- 
gists, currently headlining fioor show 
at Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 


Burglars copped $96.50 from the 
safe of the Capitol theatre, Bridge- 
port, Ill., one of the houses in the 
Frisina Circuit. 

Oscar Johnson, now serving in the 
Navy, has been reelected prez of the 
St. Louis symph orch society for the 
llth successive year. 


Harold (‘Nap’) Burian and Art Ka- 
well, operators of the Casa Loma 
ballroom on the South Side, have 
shuttered room for the summer. 


Stars of ‘Glamorous Night,’ first 
production of Municipal Theatre sea- 
son, will entertain at guarantors’ 
dinner at Hotel Jefferson June 1. 

Paul Beisman, manager of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn., on trip to 
the southwest ballying forthcoming 
| season in al fresco theatre in Forest 





Hotel Garde bringing in a summer | Park. Season tees off June 4. 


Local exchange of Columbia Pic- 


Old Lyme’s cancelled annual fair | tures, under rosters ag of Clar- 
e 


is gas-and-tire casualty. 


hypo with lifting of dimout. 


Larry Dobkin, Paul Gilmore and 
Barbara Begolle featured Listener's 
Theatre series finale. 

Joe Miller and Marv Marshall 
bands featured by Army Relief bene- 
fit here Monday (18). 

Charles Kullman hopped into his 
home town here for ‘Sign Up for 
Victory’ rally at Wookey Hall. 


Lou Schaefer, I. J. Hoffman and 
|Lew Brown work‘ng overtime on 
Conn. theatres Army-Navy collec- 


tion drive. 

Richard Roland, of Hal McIntire’s 
orch, fractured leg in car crackup 
near here when band was enroute to 
Boston one-nighter 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 


announcing staff at KCKU. 
Richard Arlen in town 


| viewed by Neal Keehn of KMBC. 


Fairyland Park opened last Friday | 


(15) for the season with Howard 
Green orch in the open air ballroom. 
Juan Makula’s Latin American or- 
}chestra making a return engagement 
jin the Drum Room, Hotel President. 
| Ruth Royal recuperated from her 
| recent illness and entertaining at the 
organ of the Congress. cocktail 
lounge. 
| Frank Barhydt of KMBC winner of 
lone of the certificates of award for 
| publicity handed out by the NAB at 
| Cleveland convention. 

Barney Grant, featured hick come- 
dian with Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 
notified by his Chicago draft board 
that he is due for the next induction. 

Tom Gorman, chief of RKO the- 
atres in this district, in town mulling 
a new front for the Orpheum box- 
office with Manager Lawrence Leh- 





man, 


Donald Oenslager shed Yale drama 
dept. for army camouflage division. | farce, was written and produced at 


Walt Bodine a new member of the| player at El 


speaking | 
| for civilian defense work and inter- | 


}ence D. Hill, currently leading the 


Savin Rock park got badly needed | Central Division in the Victory Sales 


campaign which ends June 25. 
‘Thank You, Doctor,’ a one act 


Camp, just south of St. Louis. Alice 
| Rickey and Eileen Murphy of the 
| St. Louis Little Theatre participated 
lin the cast, which included the au- 
|thor, Archibald G. Douglass, Jr., a 
native and four other soldiers. 


Miami 


By Leslie Harris 


Can Jefferson Barracks Replacement 











Bob Leers band at the President 
Madison. 


Sonya Shaw tabbed for Five 
O'Clock. Ditto Jerry Lawton for 
| Kitty Davis. 


| Army leased five more hotels this 
| week. Using all niteries during day 
jas classrooms. 

| Tommy Griffin, hot 
Bolero, 
| Camp Eustis, Va. 

Les Simmonds is new amusement 
editor of Miami Daily News. Takes 
over Jack Kofoed’s chore. 

Cliff Holz, formerly drummer with 
Fabian Storey combo at Five O'Clock, 
has been elevated to emcee. 

Walter Jacobs is airing out Al 
Jolson’s suite at the Lord Tarleton. 
Exvecting him back June 1. 

Rex Weber staying over to handle 
;giant entertainment for bomber 
ferry pilots at Morrison Fi,'d, West 
Palm Beach. 

Iil-advised publicity on heavy coin 
Willie Shore was pulling at Kitty 
Davis’ has made him target for 
every touch in town. 

Royal Palm’s Bamboo room has 
shuttered while awaiting decision of 
army as to whether it will be turned 
into mess hall or not. 

Caesar LaMonaca, director of Mi- 
ami concert band, presented with 
decoration by American Legion for 
his work in batoning prize-winning 
drum and bugle corps, 


novachord 
headed for 
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Wednesday, May 20, 1942 





OBIT U 





MORRIS GEST 


Morris Gest, 31, died suddenly in 
New York May 16. 
Details in legit section. 





JOE JACKSON 
Joe Jackson, 62, died May 14 fol- 
lowing a heart attack backstage at 
the Roxy theatre, New York. 
Further details in vaudeville sec- 
tion. 





FRANK CHURCHILL 


Frank E. Churchill, 41, one of Hol- 
lywood’s leading songwriters and an 
Academy Award winner, killed him- 
self with a shotgun on his ranch near 
Newhall, Cal. May 14. He had been 
despondent over failing health. 

Starting his career as a profes- 
sional piano player at the age of 15 
in Ventura, Cal., Churchill earned his 
way through the University of Cali- 
fornia by playing with orchestras av 
night. His work as a composer began 
in 1930 when he signed with Walt 
Disney and wrote the melodies for 
*The Three Little Pigs.” Among the 
tunes in that cartoon was ‘Who’s 
Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ which 
gained worldwide prominence. High 
point of his career was achieved this 
year when he won the Academy sta- 
tuette for composing the score of 
‘Dumbo.’ 

Well known among his melodies 
are ‘Heigh, Ho,’ ‘Some Day My 
Prince Will Come,’ ‘Whistle While 
You Work,’ ‘Spring Is In the Air,’ 
‘Ain’t Nature Grand,’ ‘The Golden 
Touch,’ ‘Slow But Sure,’ ‘With a 
Smile and a Song, ‘I’m Wishing, 
‘The Sunny Side of Things’ and ‘Hap- 
py As a Lark.’ His last song was 
‘Love Is a Song That Never Ends,’ 
written for the cartoon feature 
*‘Bambi.’ 

Surviving is his widow. 





HALE HAMILTON 


Hale Hamilton, 59, stage and screen 
actor, died yesterday (19) in Holly- 
wood following a cerebral hemor- 
rhage. He had been ill recently, but 
his condition was not regarded as 
serious. 

Hamilton had been in pictures for 
about 12 years, previous to that hav- 
ing spent about 20 years on the 
stage. He worked for numerous pro- 
ducers including Samuel Goldwyn, 
Metro, RKO, Tiffany and Universal. 
Probably the last outstanding fea- 
ture in which he appeared was ‘Ad- 
ventures of Marco Polo’ (Goldwyn- 
UA), produced about four years ago. 

He was born in Ft. Madison, Ia., 
in February, 1883. Survived by 
widow, Grace La Rue, former ac- 
tress, and a brother, John Hamilton, 
formerly National Republican Com- 
mittee chairman. 





ELIAS ALIPPI 


Elias Alippi, pioneer figure on Ar- 
gentine stage and films, died in 
Buenos Aires, May 4, after a long 
and painful illness, 


His first role, as dancer in ‘Justicia | 


Criolla,’ led to long series of hits 
locally. Formed vaudeville company 
with Blanca Podesta, later joined 
with Enrique Muino, top-ranking 
local actor and winner of first local 
Academy prize for best performance 
of year in 1941. Alippi co-directed 
with Muino. Latest play was ‘Mar- 


tin Fierro’ at the National Comedy, | 


theatre, B. A. His b st film was 
‘Viento Norte.’ 

Alippi was one of five founders 
of A. A A. (Asociados Artistas Ar- 
gentinos), first of film personalities | 
to found their own producing com- | 
pany. Lived to see success of the 
A. A. A.’s first pict, ‘Viejo Hucha,’ 
which was preemed at the Broad- 
way, on April 29. 

ALEXANDIRA MORRISINE 

Alexandira Morrisine, 90, former 


concert singer and dramatic soprano 
of considerable fame in the latter 
part of the 19th century, died in Fair 
Haven, N. J., May 14. She had re- 
tired from the stage in 1881 after her 
marriage to Baron Van Sauter. 

The singer, born in Owego, N. Y., 
studied in Germany, Milan, Paris and 
London. She sang frequently in the 
opera houses and concert halls of 
Europe, making her American debut 
in 1877 in Cleveland. A pupil of Leo- 
pold Damrosch in this country, she 
was the first American to sing the 
title role of ‘Aida’ at La Scala, Milan, 
this taking place in 1875, two years 
after the American premiere of the 
opera. She had also sung before 
Queen Victoria and President Ruth- 
erford B. Hayes, with whom she and 
her husband were cluse friends. 

Two sons and ‘xo grandchildren 
survive. 


ARIES 


SOLLY WARD . 


Solly Ward, 51, burlesque comic 
who fell heir to Sam _ Bernard’s 
musical comedy parts because their 
styles were similar, died May 17 in 
Hollywood after a long illness, For 
nearly a year he was afflicted with a 
throat ai.ment which resulted in loss 
of his voice. 

Deceased broke into burlesque in 
1902 as member of the team of Ward 
and Schwartz. Later he worked 
with Bob Leonard and spent 15 years 
with girl shows before he went un- 
der Max Gordon’s management to be 
featured in the Music Box Revue 
after Bernard retired. 

Ward’s last stage appearance for 
Gordon was in “The Great Waltz,’ 
after which he went to the Coast un- 
der contract to appear in pictures for 
RKO. In 1937-38 he played comedy 
parts in many films on this lot. Be- 
tween pictures he was active in 
radio, having appeared with Joe 
Penner and other comics. 

Ward had also been interested in 
the promotion of Chinese restaurants, 
notably Lum Fong’s in N. Y. 

He leaves a widow, Stella Ward, 
soubret in one of his early burleys, 
and a son, 





JAMES FRANCIS ROBERTSON 


James Francis Robertson, 74, legit 
character actor, died in N. Y., May 
18. Born in England, he came to the 
U. S. in 1888, first appearing at the 
Tivoli Opera house, San Francisco, 
in the comic opera, ‘Nanon.’ He be- 
came associated with Hallen and 
Hart in ‘Later On’ and played with 
the Klaw and Erlanger production of 
‘Silver Slipper’ at the Broadway 
theatre, N. Y., 40 years ago. 

Among other plays in which he ap- 
peared were ‘Johnny Comes March- 
ing Home,’ ‘Madam Sherry,’ ‘Desire 
Under the Elms,’ ‘Broken Dishes,’ 
‘The Farmer Takes a Wife’ and ‘First 
Lady.’ ‘Of Mice and Men’ was his 
last show. He retired due to illness. 

A daughter and three sons survive. 


JAMES R. BARNES 


James R. Barnes, 68, theatrical 
manager who had been connected 
with such shows as ‘The Bird of 
Paradise’ and ‘The Show-Off,’ died 
May 15, in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Beginning his theatrical career as 
manager of the Nye Opera House, 
Colorado Springs, Col., Barnes had 
been employed by Harrison Grey 
Fiske, the playwright, and had been 
treasurer and business manager for 
Mrs. Minnie Maddern Fiske until she 
died about 10 years ago. Others with 
whom he had been associated were 
Henrietta Crosman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Coburn in ‘The Better Ole,’ 
Richard Walton Tully, the Henry W. 
Savage Attractions and John Philip 
Sousa’s Band. 

Widow and daughter survive. 





MRS. ANNE PAUL NEVIN 
Mrs. Anne Paul Nevin, 79, widow | 
of Ethelbert Nevin, composer, died in 
|Greenwich, Conn., May 15. 
Mrs. Nevin was credited with hav- 
|ing inspired her husband’s best 
|known songs, ‘Mighty Lak’ a Rose’ 
jand “The Rosary.’ Since her hus- 
|band’s death 41 years ago she had 
| been active in literary and musical 


ceeded him as aciive head of the 
780-seater, Miller, and the Idle Hour, 
a 450-seater which is currently 
shuttered. 

Miller served as Mayor of Festus 
from 1898 to 1910, v’-en he retired 
from office. Survived by widow, 
son and daughtex. 


ZELLA 


Charles McKinney, 71, who played 
with the nation’s leading circuses for 
32 years as ‘Zella, the Human Frog, 
retiring 25 years ago, died May 5 in 
Canton, O. He ran away from home 
at the age of 14 after mastering a 
technique of twisting his arms and 
legs together so that he resembled 
a frog. P 

His mother, age 98; a sister and 
brother survive. 





JOSEPH K. WATSON 


Joseph K. Watson, 56, longtime 
burlesque comic and later screen- 
writer, died May 17 in Hollywood. 

After long stage career, which also 
included vaudeville and musical 
comedy, Watson turned to scenario- 
ing. He also wrote radio material 
for Al Jolson. 

Leaves Widow and daughter. Ma- 
sonic services and burial were held 
in Hollywood yesterday (19). 





HARRY GREEN 


Harry Green, 53, legit actor, died 
May 15, at Middletown State Hospi- 
tal, N. Y. He was a British World 
War I Veteran, appeared in several 
shows in N. Y., and in stock at Palm 
Beach, He’s not to be confused with 
the film comedian of the same name. 

Funeral services, in New York, 
held yesterday (Tuesday) under 
auspices of the Actors’ Fund, with 
burial in the latter’s plot at Kensico. 





LEO JUSTIN 


Leo Justin, 45, partner and general 
manager of the Walter Reade circuit, 
died May 16 in Beth David hospital, 
New York, of a streptacoccus infec- 
tion. Funeral services were held 
yesterday (19) in New York. 

Justin was a film salesman for 
Fox at the close of the last war. 
Later he went into business for him- 
self as a theatre operator. He be- 
came a partner of Reade’s 17 years 
ago. He also financed Toots Shor's 
restaurant, 





SAM A. WEISSENBURGER 


Sam A. Weissenburger, 59, adver- 
tising man and civic organizer who 
helped promote the Great Lakes 
Exposition, died May 13 in Cleve- 
land after a year of illness. He re- 
cently resigned from the vicepresi- 
dency of the Cleveland Convention 
and Visitors Bureau because of his 
health, 

Weissenburger drummed up the 
Expo and Billy Rose’s Aquacade as a 
civic venture, 

Survived by widow and brother. 





EDMUND SEVERN 

Edmund Severn, 80, composer, vio- 
linist, lecturer and teacher, died May 
14 in Boston. British by birth, he 
was considered an authority on the 
violin and had written many com- 
positions for that instrument as well 
as chamber music and orchestral se- 
lections. 

Widow, a brother and sister sur- 
vive. 





DR. ALFRED HOLLINS 
Dr. Alfred Hollins, 77, blind or- 








| circles, and in 1929 was chairman of | ganist and composer, died in Edin- 


{a committee of guarantors for a| 
| school of drama and a theatre at the | 


summer colony in Surry, Me. She| 


| was also an active member of ASCAP | 


}and was instrumental in drawing up 
the copyright bill signed by former 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 
A son and daughter survive. 
JAMES F. COONEY 
James Franc 


burgh, Scotland, May 17. He had 


| appeared all over the world as well | 


as being heard frequently on the air. 

Dr. Hollins had been heard in the 
U. S. with the N. Y. Philharmonic 
| and Boston Symphonies as well as 
|} in concerts, 





TONY VINCENT 
| Tony Vincent, veteran Pittsburgh 


| ago with the Morosco Stock Co. in 
Los Angeles. 

Her last appearance was with Mae 
West in 1929 in ‘Diamond Lil’. 





JOSEPH KERNS 
Joseph Kerns, 42, vaude imper- 
sonator and former pugilist, died 
May 13 in Portsmouth, N. H., from 
smallpox. 


tion. 


BERT HENDERSON 
Bert Henderson, 52, an assistant to 
the president of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, died May 17 in 
Philadelphia following a heart attack. 
Further details in the Orchestra 
section. 








MRS. CHARLIE MURRAY 
Nellie Murray, 65, widow of 
Charlie Murray, stage and film 
comic, died in Los Angeles, May 17. 
Under the name of Bea Hamilton 
she appeared in early musical come- 
dies, 





AL HAYNIE 
Al Haynie, 51, one-time manager 
of the Boulevard theatre, Los An- 
geles, died in L. A., May 17. 





Wife, 41. of Lou Metzger, San Diego 
theatre operator and former sales 
chief of Universal and Columbia, 
died in Los Angeles May 16 after a 
long illness 





John Henderson, 66, former Loew’s 
theatre manager in Astoria, L. I, 
died May 11 in Auburn, N. Y. He 
retired two years ago. 





Mother of Lily Peabody, of the 
Barrymore, N. Y., boxoffice, died 
Monday (18), in Yew York. Services 
Friday (22). 


Hitler-Hirohito 


Continued from page 1 

















in charge of the relief drive, feel 
that the money beinz collected is 
through their initiative and the 
Army should be happy with what- 
ever it gets from this source. Navy, 
through Lieut. Commander Walter 
Winchell and others, -riginated the 
idea of the big benefits to hel: their 


in later when it appeared manifestly 
unfair to the participants that their 
it is now and the German nation 
would still have to be trounced. 

The same reasoning applies to 
Hirohito—with one important addi- 
tion. He is not only Emperor and 
national leader of the Japanese, but 
also their spiritual deity. That pro- 
vides more reason for not picturing 
or mentioning him blasphemously. 
First is that it is not in keeping with 
democratic principles of freedom of 
religion to malign anyone’s god. Sec- 
ond reason is less idealistic and more 
practical. No army fights harder or 
more bitterly than when it is in a 
religious war. It’s much stronger 
than almost any other motive. So 
it is figured there is no point in add- 
ing to the religious fanaticism in 
battle that the Japs have already 
displayed. 

There’s been no suggestion from 
the Government on treatment of 
Mussolini. Apparently he is not con- 
sidered important enough to matter 
one way or the other. 














Caravan Divvy 


Continued from page 1 








services should be going exclusively 
to aid a single branch of the serv- 
ice. 

As a matter of fact, it is said that 





' Fanc Cooney, 53, veteran | theatre manager, who had been in| ‘#* Army at first was rather unen- 
of the trade paper field, died May 13 | charge of Dr. C. E. Herman’s theatres | thusiastic about participating in all 
| in Hollywood following an operation | jn Carnegie, Pa., for several veers | the current ballyhoo and hadn't 
|for goiter. After early newspaper] died at his home there last “week | 8iven much attention to its emer- 
| training in Milwaukee and Chicago,| after a fortnight’s illness. . gency kitty. It actually had to be 


|Cooney moved to Hollwood in 1923} 
to work with the Catholic Actors So- | 


| ciety. He joined the ‘Variety’ staff in 


1928, later working on other film| 
trade papers. 

Surviving are his widow, mother 
and sister. 





WALTER HAZELAURST 

Walter Hazelhurst, business agent 
ot the Worcester (Mass.) Musicians 
Association (A, F. of L.), died last 
week in Worcester of heart attack. 
He had served as business agent for 
the union since 1923 and for. past 
eight years was New England repre- 
sentative of the Amevican Federation 
of Musicians. 





THARLES E. MILLER 
Charles E. Miller, 80, pioneer 
flicker house exhib in Festus, Mo., 





died of heart disease at his home. 





TONY SCALER 
Tony Scaler, 44, real mame 
Anthony Scarpace, nitery operatar 
and fight promoter, died May 13 in 
Milwaukee where for years he ran 
a downtown spot called the New 
York Bar, 





JAMES ROCK 

James Rock, 63, died suddenly 
May 15 in an ambulance enroute to 
Atlantic City hospital as result of 
heart attack suffered as he was on 
his way to work on Steel Pier. 

For past 20 years, Rock was as- 
sociated with pier as theatre man- 
ager. 

Widow survives. 





ADAH SHERMAN 
Adah Sherman, 81, retired stock 
company actress, died in N. Y. May 





Miller’s son, Harry E. Miller, suc- 


12, She started her career 40 years 


sold the idea. Army fund gets a 
$1,500,000 appropriation from the 
Red Cross. 

Meantime, only interest of show 
biz talent lending its services is to 
stay out of any aspect of the con- 
troversy. Execs of tl.2 Army-Navy 
drives in theatres and 0 the Victory 
Caravan feel it isn’t up to them to 
make an apportionment of the funds 
other than the even split decided on 
at the beginnin ,. 





GROWTH OF ALEC TEMPLETON 


Springfield, Mass., May 19. 

Alec Templeton, who pulled only 
300 under local American Legion 
auspices five years ago, grossed about 
$3,000 Monday (11) at the Municipal 
Auditorium. 

He appeared under auspices of 
alumni of Bay Path Institute, local 
business school, 





Further details in vaudeville sece 


fund, with the Army only being rung. 


| Father 





na 





Reel On Fascism 


Continued from page 1! 


conducted the score. 
sell wrote the- script. 
Another OEM one-reeler, the 
building of the new Ford Willow 
Run bombing plant, is also about 
completed. Commentary by David 
Belasco Howard endea’crs to avoid 
creating a sense of complacency 
(point on which some pix of this 
type have been criticized) by bal. 
ancing plenty of the bad news of 
recent months against natural pride 
in Willow Run. Plant is a single 
building, three-quarters of a mile 
long and one-quarter mile wide, and, 
when in full operation, will be able 
to make more bombers than all the 
factories of the Axis combined. 


Wiuuslace Rus- 





MARRIAGES 


Nell O’Day to Larry Williams, in 
Hollywood, May 10. Both are film 
players. ’ 

Shirley Heller to Harry Gordon, 
May 17, in New York. Bride sings 
with Herman Middleman band and 
is sister of Little Jackie Heller, ra- 
dio and cafe singer. 


Joan Yorkin to Henry Littlehales, 
May 17, in Washington, Pa. Groom 
is night news editor at KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh. 


Florence Adler to Abraham Dean 
Smith, in Albany, N. Y., May 17. 
He’s WABY-WOKO announcer. 


Rita La Roy to A. G. Foley, in 
Yuma, Ariz., May 6. Bride is film 
actress. 


Marjorie Wright to Nathan Scott, 
May 9, in Las Vegas, Nev. Bride is 
NBC sec; he’s a network music di- 
rector. 


Bea Winters to Jack Solomon, in 
Yuma, Ariz., May 10. She is in the 
Paramount story department; he’s a 
technician at Universal. 


Laraine Day to Ray Hendricks, in 
Los Angeles, May 16. Bride is screen 
actress; he’s radio singer, now a fly- 
ing instructor. 

Mildred Heckert to Elmer Claus, 
May 11, in Detroit. Bride is in Para- 
mount’s booking department. 

Frances Neal to Van Heflin, in 
Los Angeles, May 15. Both are film 
players. 

Bob Ackerley to Geraldine Gast in 
Seattle on May 15. Groom is a news- 
caster at KOMO. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Allan Meltzer, daugh- 
ter, May 12, in New York. Father 
is former publicist for Columbia 
Artists and more recently for the 
‘This*Is War’ radio program, 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Van Zandt, 
daughter, May 9, in Hollywood. 
Father is film actor; mother is 
former Lucille Allen of Earl Car- 
roll’s chorus. 

Mr, and Mrs. Rad Hall, daughter, 
May 16, in New York. Father is 
NBC announcer. 

Mr, and Mrs. Art Yagello, daugh- 
te1, in Pittsburgh, May 11. Father is 
with Frank Natale trio at Union 
Grill, Pittsburgh. 


Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Marshall, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 13. 
Mother is the former Lee Russell, 


stage and screen actress, father is 
the screen star. 

Mr. and Mrs, Nat Weintreb, daugh- 
ter, Sunday (17) in New York. 
is a reader in 20th-Fox’s 
eastern story department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ward, son, 
May 16, in New York. Father is on 
CBS production staff; mother is Vir- 
ginia Dillon, legit actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving C. Cartwright, 
son, May 12, in New York. Father 
is production manager, special sur- 
veys division of C. E. Hooper, Inc, 
radio listening audience survey firm. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saul Sloan, son, in 
Detroit, May 10. It is fifth son of 
Sloan, owner of the Mercury thea- 
tre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Pattersons in 
Mason City, Ia., on April 27, a daugh- 
ter. He’s news editor for KGLO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Kinzler, son, 
in New York, May 17. Father is 
with Kenton-Spiro ad agency, han- 
dling the 20th-Fox account. 

Mr. and Mrs, Phil Harris, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, May i9. Mother 
is Alice Faye, of films; father is band 
leader, 

Mr. and Mrs. Hy 
Hackensack, N. J., May 17. 
is RKO Pathe’s music editor. 


Fuchs, s0n, 
Father 





Everett Hoagland opened at Ken- 
ny wood Park, Pittsburgh, Friday (15) 
without his long-time featured vo- 
calist, Don Burke, who was called 
for active naval duty last week. Lee 
Johnson, formerly with Dick Jurgens, 
replaced him, 
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Robinson & Martin 


Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Ore 
Mother Kelly's 
* Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 
> Mall 
Sry Lane Ore 


Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Pago Pago Kom 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 49 


Gail McDonaid 


Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Ore 


Winnie’s Riptide 
Cliff Winehiti 

Ben Perr 

June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 





Terry Ly nn 


House Line (6) 


PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 


Hiarlem Hi landers 
$3 Dots & Dash 
Club Bali 


Lés Caballeros 
tod Rogers 
Halilevelties 
Lauretta & Clymas 
Mary Jane Brown 
Peloyd Mackaye 
Fenny Davis 
Alan Fielding Ore 
en Frankliie 
Monta Monteria 
Richard Stuart 
Flora Sea 
Gracie Wynne 
Bud Williams 
Babs Ryan Co 
Leo Zollo 
Henny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phyllis Foster 
Carlotta Smith 
Diane Gould 
Castellinas (3) 
Cadillac Tavern 
Henrique & And's 
3 Loose Nuts 
Eddie Gabreath 
Anita James 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Carrollettes 


Honey Breea 
Dawn & Russell 
Johnny Cahill 
Ollie 


Larry Daniels 
Joan Williams 
College ing 
Joyettes 
Thunderbolts 
Ruth Templeton 
Toni Sorrell 
Beary Gavin 
Crescent (5) 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 


Ted Lewis, Jr 
Sherman Bros Co 
Stanley Bros 
Leonard Cooke 
Marie Latell 
The Cirallos 
6 Suzettes 
Eddie King Ore 
Embassy 
Rilly Hey 
Franco & Beryl 
Cyrel Rodney 
Patricia Hall 
Geo Clifford 
Teddy Holiday 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Costaine & WDarry 
Owens & Parker 
Helen Standish 


Don Richards 
Carmen D’ Antonio 
Peggy Loeb 


Glamour Gis 

Helen Heath 

Terry Sis Ore 

Eddie De Luca Ore 
Jam Session 

Billy Kretchmer 

George Lutz 

Teddy Walters 

Hopkins’ Rathskeller 

Pat Bernard's 8 D 

Little Joe & Tiny Lo 


Margie Drummond 
Elaine & James 
Chick Mullery 


Dave Gold Ore 
Lawler’s Swing Bar 


Jimmy Allen 
Isabelle Danials 
Wendell Mason 

3 Keys 

Lexington Casino 
lep Cats (6) 
Daisy Mae 

Ralph Lewis 
Paul Kane 

Johny Carus 
Margie Barlow 
Campus Co-Eds 
Garvin Buschell O 

Lido Venice 

Frankie Belasco 
Carmenettes (4) 
Ted Oliver Ore 


Little Rathskeller 
Ann Howard 
Brown Sis 
Richards & Carson 
Margo Good 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Vivian Frances 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Susan Lange 
Curt Weiler 4 
onnie Thompson 
Mayos 
Rhythmaires 
Rose Venuti (3) 
Minstrel Tavern 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Anita Thoma 
Shirley Leslie 
Sally Foy 

Joe Lonegan 


Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ea McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Bon-Bon Buddies 

Kenny Shaffer (3) 

Gloria Mann 

Murray Khythm Bar 

Fay Ray 

Lillian Bishop 


Berl Booker 
Mery Love 
Roni Carr 
Dotty King Ore 
Nell Dieghan’s 
Gene Stockwell 
Walter Behr 
Crandyl Sis 
Seldons 
3 Gay Blades 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 
Music Hall Gis (3) 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Al Blank 
Open Door Cafe 


Babe Cummings 
Guardsmen (8) 
Marion 


Jewell Elia 

Jeanettes (12) 

Viola Klaiss Ore 
Old Mill Inn 

Moss Sis 

Joe Ritchie 

Jock Downie 

Carlos & Car'cita 

Monya Alba 

Bob Tolley 


Frank Palumbo's 


Frankie Schlutb 
Day Dawn & Dusk 
Sophisticates (3) 
Henry Patrick 
Yvonettes 
Gloria French 
Karll 
Kaye & Grey 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa) 
Gene Eyman Orc 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 


Roma Grille 


Princess Chang-Lee 
J & H Dash 
Mimi Stewart 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Yson Ore 
Rendervous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Shadrach Boys 
Ambassadors (3) 


River Drive Ter 
Bick Wharton Orc 


Sliver Lake Inn 


Col Geo Reed 

Gaylord & Norma 

Jack Digitono 

Alice Lucey 

Jack Herman 

Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp's 

Cy White 

Bella Belmont 

Arnold & Lamont 

Lonnie Vale 

H’wood Blondes 

Carney Sis 


Sin Ray Gardens 
Kitty Aelming Orc 
Music Hall Gls (3) 
George Krinog 
Wade & Wade 
Renee Allyn 
Betty Gaynor 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Babe La Tour 
Montey Cornog 
Marie Darling 
Don & Dorise 
Valdez & Peggy 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Pussy De Carmo 
Lunatrix (2) 
Musical Riffs 
Grace Collins 
Dotty Brennan 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Duke McHale 
Mary Wood (3) 
Lee Bohn 
Marty Bohn 
Town Tavern 
Joe Campo 
Nick Petite 
Reggie Duvan 
Donna Lee 
Johnny Guliifoyle 
Len Parker 
Mary Novis 
20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
Evelyn Kerwin 
Marjorie Hyams 
Harry McKay 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Mildred Gilson 
Eleanne Landy 
Charlie White 
Ruth Warren 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Terry Baldwin 
Gill-Gill 
St Clair & 
3 Dolls 
Temple City (4) 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Rathes’r Eldoradian: 
Dave Pierson 


Yacht Club 


Danny Montgomer) 
Katherine King 
Helen Jerrico 
Jeanette Dare 
Victor Nelson Ore 


Durand 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Bill Medic 


Balconades 
Meredith Ore 
Bill Green’s 
Johnny MreGee Ore 
Tynne Richards 
an G 

5 ins erard 


Lou 


Blue Ria Inn 
Serenaders = 
A & M Brooks 
pao Harris 
-Ornell Cooper 
Noogie- Woogie Club 
Alice Brooks Ore 


Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Buddy Blaine 
Racehorse Williams 
Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Art Farrar Orc 
Eddie Peyton's 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
Minna Mandell 
Kenny Clark Ore 
51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 








Hotel Fort Pitt Orchard Inn 
Ken Bailey Or Rep Lazar Ore 
Johnny Mitchell gle Spohrer 


Hsrry Walton Oasis 
Jessie Wheatley Billy Yates Ore 
Hotel Hen Tay Boy 
(Sliver Grill) Pines 
Dorothy Matthews Don Rutter 
Escorts Bill LeRoy Ore 
(Gay 90's) Squirrel Coop 


Dorothy Nesbitt 
Motel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 


Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Eddie Miller 


Escorts 

Billy Sloan 
sen Sal_Meccovels Dick Broskey 
Sam Bari Trelon 
Joe Petroselli Frank Ramos Ore 
John Bongutdi Yacht Club 


Hotel Schenley 


Billy Hinds Ore H Middleman Ore 


Joy Lind Jackie Heller 
Hotel Wm Penn Henny Youngman 
(Chatterbox) Mala 
Chick Floyd Ore Virginia Austin 
Edith Caldwell Enders & Borgia 


C De Simone Dcrs 


Sky-Vue 


George Welles 
Henrietta 
Bill Clydesdale 
Howard Feiling 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
‘rank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Irene Vermillion 


(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Kennywood Park 
E Hoagland Ore 
Paroff 3 
Fanchon & Fanch'n 
Merry-Go-Round 
Russ Montcalm 
Dee Peterson Ore 
New Hillcrest 
Ray Englert 
Connie Gregg 
Marty Schramm O 


or: 


Nixon Cafe Kay La Verne 3 

4) Marisco Ore Michael Strange 
Rob Carter Carol Crane 

Curtis & Claire 


R& FE Reyes 
Callahan Sis 
Frank Paris 


Broadway Debs 
Victory Lounge 


A Joey Reynolds 
Nut House Freddy Rose 
Walter Powell Ore | Joe Allen 
Hal & Dolly Eddie Polo 





Ted Blake Boors Nelson 


Melvyn Douglas | 


Continued from page 3 











circulated myth that Douglas was a 
Communist was forever exploded. 

In building up and stimulating na- 
tional morale for the war effort 
Douglas sensed there was a place in 
the civilian pattern for the volunteer 
writers, artists, musicians, entertain- 
ers and others in the creative arts 
group who were eager to help in 
the emergency. That has been his 
task. To fit these contributions of 
the qualified into the proper groove. 

This week the United Service Or- 
ganizations called for his coopera- 
tion in supplying entertainment for 
USO clubhouses, not servieed by 
Camp Shows, Inc., and not near 


other military stations in remote 
areas which seldom get programmed 
amusement, The Douglas division of 
OCD will route Little Theatre 
groups, college thespians, glee clubs 
and an assorted array of eager ama- 
teur entertainers to these forgotten 
spots. 
Sunday Units 

The Writing Projects under his 
jurisdiction have been especially 
active. Among achievements for the 
Army Air Corps: Slogans and articles 
contributed by Rose Franken (author 
‘Claudia’), Russel; (‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’) Crouse, Rex Stout and J. P. 
Marquand. For the War Department 
Special Services branch: 
Ayres prepared a 15-minute script 
dramatizing the relationship of the 
production effort to the fighting 
front. 

For the Office of Coordinator of 
Information: secured refugee writers 
to prepare material translated and 
broadcast by shortwave. 


Time: Stephen Vincent Benet wrote 
script for one half-hour radio pro- 
gram on anniversary of book burn- 
ing, May 11. Other writers pre- 
paring scripts for local radio use. 
The Arts Division’s most imposing 
function at the moment is preparing 
for the United Nations Celebration 





; on 


June 14. 


| preparing a pageant for community 
| use. Neil Hopkins of NBC is writing 





{ 


a 15-minute radio sketch for local 
production. In cooperation with the 
Office of Facts and Figures, OCD is 
supplying background material and 
will assume the responsibility for 


distributing the finished product to | 


local talent groups throughout the 
country. 

The Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- 
tion Committee has submitted ration- 
ing scripts and 500 were distributed 
through the American Educational 
Theatre Association, and 200 more 
through the American Communal 
Theatre. Mary Roberts Rinehart 
contributed the Mothers Day Procla- 
mation. 

The Arts Division has been work- 
ing in cooperation with Pratt In- 
stitute, Cooper Union, Museum of 
Modern Art in the organization of 


poster squads, photographic exhibits | 


on civilian protection and for dis- 
plays at conferences. Various art 
groups have provided murals for 
mess rooms, canteens, induction 
centers and USO clubrooms. 

The Entertainment section 


ranged programs in connection with 
war bond sales and the talent co- | 
ordinating committee is one of the 
busiest of OCD activities, All hope 
that OCD will never have occasion | 
to provide diversion for sufferers | 
from bombing raids but, if they 
come, Melvyn Douglas plans to be 


England during the bombing raids | 
of 1940 the Churchill cabinet de- | 
manded that good lively entertain- | 
ment be provided in all large bomb | 
shelters. 

‘I have a job to do here and I am | 
happy in doing it,’ Douglas said this 
week, His wife (Helen Gahagan) is 
busy on war work in California, and | 
his highly efficient personal secre- | 
tary, Walter Pick, was recently in- 
ducted. All of the talk that Melvyn 
Douglas was leaving Hollywood for 
a ‘soft job’ with the Government has 
died down. And why not? Actually 
Uncle Sam is getting a star whose 
last annual income was $150,000, and | 
without the conventional $1 a year 
paycheck. Douglas is a volunteer 
worker and none on the Federal 
payroll works harder. 


| 














Charity Chiselers 


Continued from page 1 





got to have some legal supervision.’ 

Other agitation here, where the 
citizenry has been muicted of un- 
estimated thousands of dollars, is 
for a centralization of the numerous 
wartime drives in one agency, simi- 
lar to community chests. In this way 
the public wouldn’t be tapped every 
day for charities, many bogus, and 
only authorized agents would be al- 
lowed to make the rounds. 

Detroiters, who have grown ex- 
tremely generous with the big war- 
time earnings, have displayed one 
oddity. Although they know that 
pretenders are making the rounds, 
they keep on giving with the idea 
that they might miss the worthwhile 
collections, something like the guy 
who gives every panhandler a dime 
figuring that one of them may be 
the hungry one. 

However, there’s a limit, even 
when big money is being hauled 
down, and the sponsors of the real 
thing are anxious to have the chis- 
elers headed off before Detroiters 





large recreational centers. There are | 


Stuart | 


For the Council of Books in War | 


Maxwell Anderson is | 


has ar- 


freeze up on philanthropies and 
make the going tough for anything. 


| 
| 











| College Show 


—— (ontinued from page 52 ———" 


COUNT ME IN 


built around the map-maker create 
constant laughter both with him and 
at him. 

Their story and music are topical, 
tying in with the war except in the 





4 


}summer off auspiciously. 











| 
L 








available would indicate that 
set in April. 

Scanning the product charts for 
June, operators are of the opinion 
that the picture supply will provide 
substantial strength and, barring un- 
forseen factors, should start the 
It is too 


iearly to tell what July may bring. 
However, there is reasonable basis | 


for the eonviction that the entire 
summer will be as good as last year, 
and probably better. More theatres 
may close, due to being unfortunate- 
ly located in view of the war, local 
conditions, lost population, etc., while 
others may either close or suffer, due 
to cooling-system difficulties, but it’s 
expected that these deficiencies will 
be made up by bunching of business 
in other spots. 

The shift of populations has al- 
ready occurred to a marked degree 
in various sections of the country, 
but everywhere the car and tire sit- 
uation, plus severe gas rationing in 
17 of the Atlantic states, will localize 
business to a greater extent, it is be- 
lieved. It’s the opinion that people 
will stay closer to home rather than 
travel to nearby or distant towns, 
especially on weekends. 

While New York City will lose via 
a decrease in tourists, it will be 
made up at the boxoffices of the 
towns from whence they have come. 
In N. Y. more natives will also stay 
at home, and thus become potential 
customers of the theatres. 


No Immediate Gas Effect 


Gas rationing in the east started 
Frigay (15), but had no immediate 
effect on business in New York, 
where the weekend take was very 
heavy. Early reports from other gas 
rationing centers also indicate no 
appreciable harm, if any. However, 
pointed out that most people got 
their gas tanks filled before Friday 
(15) and are not worrying until their 
reserve supply runs out. In the 
Times Square area garages and park- 
ing lots still got a good play on the 
past weekend. 

So far as the downtown N. Y. area 
is concerned, those who drove to the 
region to go to film theatres always 
represented a negligible amount of 
the total trade drawn, largely be- 
cause of the parking difficulties. In 
the neighborhoods and suburbs this 
has not been the case in the past. 

On the other hand, the minor im- 
portance of the auto trade is empha- 
|sized by the fact that in Grester 
|New York, with a population of over 
7,600,000, only around 700.000 cars 
were gas-rationed, or approximately 
10% of the number of people. 

While there is no concrete cer- 





more serious. phases. However, 
everything e]se about it comes in for 
a good ribbing—the air raid wardens, 
the draft boards, spies, etc. Clever 
ribbing it is, too, in comedy lines and 
lyrics. 

Miss Ronell’s numbers, and each de- 
serves mention, are excellent. 


the hit class. ‘All Out Bugle 
Call, the opening number, causes 
the audience to prick up its ears 
right on the jump. ‘There’s Work 
to Be Done.’ ‘Woman of the Year, 
‘Stranger Lullaby,’ ‘Ticketyboo,’ 
|*You’ve Got It All,’ and ‘Five Little 
| Sparrows’ are especially good. 

Anne Blair, the lone professional 
| was splendid. However, she left the 
| show after the preem to be married 
to an Army Medical officer. 


into 





| William Saroyan. She was succeeded 
‘in the role by Mimi Norton, one of 
ithe under-graduates of the school. 

| Though no name is stressed in the 
| program, there were any number of 
performances that deserve 


mention. Lionel] Booth as the father 
(ar? it would be a great role for | 
Victor Moore) is splendid: Marion 
Wolberg. as the very, very busy 

mother: James Graham as the 
younger son; Leo Brady, one of the 
authors as another of the sons. who 
iall, incidentally, bear given name: 

lof some of the nation’s heroes, in 

icluding Alvin York; and Bibi Oster- 
|wald, who is a creator of laughter 
levery single minute she’s on that 
| stage, give excellent performances. | 


The book for the show is the third 
time that Kerr and Brady have | 
worked together on a production for | 
the university. ‘Yankee Doodle Boy’ | 
and ‘Cook Book’ were biographies of | 
George M. Cohan and Joe C#k, re- | 
spectively. Young Brady is set with | 
RKO when he comes out of the Army | 
|to which he will report at the end of | 
| the current school year. 

Everybody, from Rev. G. V. Hartke, | 
'O. P. director of the Speech and 
| Drama Department of the University, | 





} 


right down the list, constituting the | 
cast and those behind the scenes, too, 
did a great job. There is something 
worthwhile waiting at Catholic U 
land the Broadway producer who ° 

| it will have all the ingredier* 

go into a Broadway music? 


There | 
may be three that will click and get | 


Her last | 
stage show was ‘Beautiful People,’ b® | 


special | 


tainty that the dimout is hurting to 
any extent along the 25-mile strip of 
| AGante coastline inland all the way 
|} from Maine to Florida, fears are felt 
| that if the regulations are made 
; more stringent, as in New York, real 
damage might develop. 


| Under stricter regulations, New 


| York City and Long Island were or- | 


dered into a near-blackout effective 
| Monday night (18). While this would 
jtend to keep people in their ow: 


neighborhoods, increasin busin 
there to the detriment of the down- 
itown area, it is also possible that 
fewer persons will leave their home 
as often. 
‘Fear’ Angle 
If streets become too darkened, 
women, especially, would he les 
clined to go out. The steps taken in 
N. Y. will probably be adopted 
shortly in other Coast keys all the 
way from Portland, Mé Miami 
In N. Y. Monday night the dimot 
caused only sight wwe « ne 
whole. 
While ev for 
evere ‘ tr | im 
. I bby t i ( 
inde Y ues 
iz 7 over the 
ri mu I f 
l All exte . 2 j I 
off theatres lnice 
out e» unde: 
and in outer lobbies " oO 
theatres weit lating ti dumneuat 
but they all rece’verm si vial 
from the auiroriiic 
Under the new “iti: 
all exterior lig: tir f 
tising purposes. inciuding ° o- 
rescent, incandescern’ { spot- 
lighting, must be whole 
no interior lig! will 
be allowed i? ard and 
up. All will have 
to be ¢ ont direct rays 
Ol en outside. All} 


in the sea, regardless 


location, must be ob- 
iirely, j 
outdoor boxing and other 


ents, exterior lightg,that are hood, ’ 


Dimouts and the B.0. 


Continued from page 3 








| goes off a little, but figures so far ed and of moderate intensity m:y te 
film |! 
organized to fulfill any demand. In theatres are holding the good pace | the ground. 


used if the light is directed toward 
Night baseball games 
}on the eastern coast are out for the 
| duration. 

Theatres are expected to brighten 
| UP their marquees in orcer to make 
j} them somewhat more visible without 
the use of lights. First known house 
to start work on this is Loew’s State, 
N. Y., located in Times Square. 
Study is also being given to substi- 
tute illumination that will be ac- 
ceptable to the authorities including 
so-called black light. 

Since the dimming of N. City 
does not begin until sunset, there is 
some consolation in the fact that for 
the summer, at least, it won’t get 
dark until rather late, with final 
shows in most cases on before the 
lights disappear on the streets. 





Neo Dent to Frisco 


San Francisco, May 19. 

The Navy’s dim-out regulation in 
this area has had little effect so far 
on most San Francisco theatres, with 
only three houses, all in neighbor- 
hoods near the ocean, being ordered 
to douse a good percentage of their 
marquee lights. Lights not visible 
from the sea are okay. 

Only immediate effect on down- 
town theatres was extinguishing of 
floodlights thrown on marquees from 
across the street. ° 

Any other lights directed upward 
must go, but a study is necessary to 
determine which, if any, of the 
marquee signs, fall in that category. 





First Weekend of Gas 
Rationing Crimps A. C. 


Atlantic City, May 19. 


Gas rationing did tremendous 
damage to weekend business in this 
seashore resort. Early Sunday (17) 
afternoon, during a half-hour period 
when Sunday traffic normally 
reaches a peak, only 142 passenger 
automobiles entered Atlantic City 
and nearly half of these were ‘local’ 
tags. 

Filling station proprietors along 
White Horse and Black Horse Pikes, 
the only two entrances to Atlantic 
City, said normal incoming traffic 
during half-hour period when checks 
were made, would have been at 
least 2,000 cars. Stations which 
usually sold 800 gallons of gas on 
a nice Sunday, such as this, reported 
sales of 50 gallons. 

A marked decline in night traffie 
began Friday night. Aeting Chief of 
| Police Arthur Higbee stated ‘a drop 
of 15% was noted at that time and 
more was expected—as people are 
still driving on gas they secured 
before rationing went into effect.’ 

Beachfront hotels, however, were 
well filled and nite spots reported 
|excellent business. Accounting for 
{that, however, was the fact that 10 





major conventions were in session at 
the time. 
Majority of convention delegates 
traveles ere by train. Stationma: 
ter John J. Connell reported that in- 
( ing trains and outgoing train 
isually nine cars ig, were boosted 
| this weekend to 14 cars each, 
smaller restaurants and G 

nue eatil place iffered ise 
of lack of motor trade 

While Atlantic City peacn 
formal ‘opened’ Sunday (17 
and niteries are holding off 
norial Day weekend fe hy 

Frank Gravatt Sieel 
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Pir 2h Monroe’s 
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w e of eptimism, so 


successful Easter and 

season, has lessened 

ares, dimouts, tire short- 

Le ning, no train excur- 

nd ve.tricted bus travel, there 

: geieral feeling that with the 

Decoration Day weekend will come 

at least a better season than recent 
circumstances have indicated. 





Hammond Russum joined sax sec- 
tion of Dick Stabile’s band at Stane 
ley theatre, Pittsburgh, last week, 
succeeding Joey Stabile. maestro’s 
brother, who went into the army as 
a member ef air corps band at Bol- 
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Chez Paree f 


‘Sunny; air’ 
D Y NEWS 
BY SAMUEL LESNEP: 


HIL REGAN, howeves: Yl 
Irishman, but 

“work for all” 
, chauffeur, 
court clerk, & 


orn 
there's 







oil company clerk, 
detective, and finally ® Hollywood 
singing actor. 
t he came from the fab- 
th a Doubling at the 
ICAGO THEATRE ..-. 


Last nigh 
ulous land of sunshine to the 
Paree and discovered that the Chez 
to the Irish.” But Regan ‘ 
too. He sings with @ con-§ 
¢ makes hi a worthy a i 


Week Of May 15th 





ar 
s just another, 


ots thin 
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If the movies, 3% our John Chap S€neraj) 
i qhan gneu | hunt for - 0, w e : ia 
hustings h2 y hes att When 1] th impre 
¢rom: the ¢ront port ers b..» A leading ay of ett. 
One of the exceptions }§ Brook men, they should Who 
ms handsome nil Kees who | furrow in the di ay 
~ terrific yoice anda can seh.) rection of Chez 
*< handsomely: I was ‘| paree. There's & 
yeek wet phil did &\ jaa over there 
. nee thet” the | who's been doing 
- Use tty com 
yerces ( ° 
it h | pet ie act 
rm for * good 
jo ve chi ni ) many ears, Whe 
100, Tas eh 5 acquiring ne 
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